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. | Numerous garriſons a REES 
9 Henry and in Fort Edward to prevent any ſur- 
Aead. prize during the winter, and to defend that coun- 
try within their protection from inſults, the reſt 
of the forces were quartered in barracks built for 


that purpoſe at Albany, that they might be brought 


Hd not a fourth part of the regular troops we now have, 
the French had at leaſt an equal number in Canada, and 


Louiſbourg. 
Our campaign in 1735 opened with an ene agaiat 


the Fxapch epcroackments in Nova Scotia, wa ahout 460 
regular troops, and 2000 irregulars from Boſton ; which was 
Ex ſo conducted, that the French forts upon the Iſthmus | ſar- 
* rendered; their garriſons were tranſported to Louiſbourg ; 
e ons of their forts upon the river St. John was abandoned, and 
= telt ſettlements about it broke-up, The fame'year our own 
© © fortifications were advanced s far as Lake Sacrament, now 
Lake George, as in the preceding year they had likewiſe 
begun to be upon the riyer Kennebeck, towards the metropo- 
lis of Canada: and the French general, Dieſkau, who came 
from France that year with about 3000 troops, and had begun 
his march to inveſt Oſwego, was prevented from making an 
attempt upon it, and defeated in his attack upon our camp at 
' Lake George. And inthe year 1756, a large party of French 
| regulars, Canadians and Indians, which attacked, by fur- 
| Prize, a party of our battoe - men upon the river Onondago, 
were entirely defeated by an inferior number of men. 
No ſooner were our forces increaſed, by thoſe which ar- 
_ rived here from Europe with General Abercrombie, in June 
1756, but things took a very different turn. Though timely 
nformation was given, that a_large French camp was formed 
about 30 miles off Oſwego, with an intent ſpeedily to attack 
it; yet that moſt material place was loſt: General Webb not 
ſetting out till two days before it was taken. 
| r 
_ Eurrying Place, juſt now related on page 496 Vel. TI 
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0 TREAT een r 3 
early, and, with leſs. expence 
_ . e 7 6 PE 1 2 * 58. 
As for his lordſhip, he applied ſeriouſſ 5 And ora — 
diligently to provide for the ſecurity of the Britiſh 4 —— 
frontiers,” in the beſt manner his-force and - ſituas 2 
tion would permit, to reechelle che jarring intereſts 
of the different governments: to ſuppreſs every” 
ſubject of contention, and to bring therm to 4 
temper to unite cordially, with him, in national 
meaſures, for the common intereſt, and to be 
provided for an early campaign. Ye; notwith- 
9 all his care, many different parts of that 
extenſive frontier, on the back of our colonies, 
were expoſed to the ravages" of the enemy ; and 
the defenceleſs ſettlers were frequently plundered, 
and moſt barbarouſly murdered, "Without regard 
to age or ſex. 
What with. the terrible forebodiags of theſe diſ- lin eff 
aſters, and what with the good management of — 
Lord Loudon, the ſeveral provinces were brought: 
to a more ſettled and rational diſpoſition. "Te" 
governors not only united with him in every 
poſal for eſtabliſhing a harmony throughout their 
reſpective governments, and to contribute with all 
their ability to the ſupport of the common cayſe; 
but they extended cheir endeavours to gain the 
Indians to the Britiſh intereſt ; and they ſo far ſue⸗ 
ceeded, that the Delawares, who form a line a 
the ſouthern parts.of Penſylvania, and had 
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def oh his; æounttymanp aN 4pld themy, that upon them thei 
dgath., would, be; _— ene number of. 


Indians to aſſemble at 8 at they might be able t 


| 5 againſt the E , if they ſhould' be attäcke 
. e c f 7 vpn a hk) 
ur kee num 2 WARS toads camtnencing hoftilities against 
| 8 dn pes Engliſh therefore, without -etquiring farther into 
| baff, won of _- n 1 12 5 

| ho lived ng ; them, as could la 

| — 2 5 1 185 e of og op Nhdserz 5015 
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W a hoſtile mann 
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deranged is cõ in promiſe it: wheiſthey hu 
le weit mbffage, the ſodianſ were-abdut to entet into png 
ith them, but the priſoner who had made his eſcape, bei 
het cried out, © Do not believe theſe men, they con | 
dn tb Weetthe 550, to make you their pliſdners, or to of 
194 6 to | the ſword.“ r as the Indians * 


20 HRE DH ILE AWM R. iT 5 
of the gu chnbr of Virginian with the CiierSeded K. P. 
and Untu vba, cho POI cribes def (6 * 
that colbngy and ble w Hin Ree — 

the field. An-attiance for Wich we wel 

obliged to che influende ef the Wolf e who neat 
having been. ſoticired by >thepartizans — 10 1 
eo bfenk his fairh with the Brig}, af d fn e 
chat two Sha waneſe and two Frenchmen, 5 
n were arrived 2— 

mer fort on the 16 of Novettiber;- and that the 
x8th,was fixed upon for a mbering witł the Upper 
Greeks. to preſent them with à red ſtick, Aft 10 

engage chem in the war agzzinſt the Englifi;" cebit 
mundecl all His warriors to be ready t A 
aimed witk their hatchets; ar ple —— ron 
reſdlvedʒ incaſe he ould find any * 5 
heudmen dipoſtd to liſten ta 5 
attack the Cherokees, Shawaneſe' "and wag 
men, that "came u * that Efratit; and the 1 
publicly devfared;-< That before an Engl 
<-ftibuld be Terr, He and every one of His- ny 
4 riors would ſabrifice rheir-lives to —— thefts * 
Which declaration 16 effectuulfy rü | 
| Cs tn, that they foified with 1. Wor en 
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oſt malignity violence, Noc is oo 
m Cos GO ct ation the e of Virginia gh N 
9080 for ratfing '$66 men, ah 1K e them to New 


York, aul to pay fot fervins in TE” 70061. 


5 39Idath and niaincain 350 Cherokes and Cirawba Tnditns i 


out ſervice; and 2000 l. to maintain a garriſon ih the Che- 
Mes county, 8 
g 9a 4 King 


I! 


the Fren 


© en-Ciel 
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AP King ia his, ſentiments, and rejected: and threw = 
275" the red tick away and put a ſtop to the intrigues 
of our enemies amongſt the Indians on the fron - 

tiers of the moſt ſouthern provinces. K hior}-.500 

Lok „ The affair at Oſwego, did not only diſconcert 
how im- our operations in America, this year, and furniſh 


Fa Ch he enemy with a eee argument nne th 


Fi in ee diteRionofiahe Ficnch 
ambaſſador at Naples, with ſuch circumſtances, 

25 o raiſe an opinion of his country's ſuperiority 

in aum; to impreſs à favourable idea of his mas 

| ſter's power; to ink, the credit of the Engliſh 
courage, and to, deter the Princes and States, in 

| that Part of the World. from hearkening to any 
propoſals, by a natſon, unable to defend their own 
ſettlements and forts... 

Rove boo: On the ſide of Nova Scotia all things remain» 
* quiet, - this Whole year, ſince, the defeat of 
e enemy near Chignecto. The Litchfield 

and Norwich, 50... gun; ſhips, belonging to Com—- 
modore Spry's. ſquadron off Louiſbourg, took 

The Are- the Are-en-Ciel, a French ſkip of 50 guns, and 


— laden with 518 men, and a large quantity of pro- 
| viſions and ſtores, for the garriſon of that fore 
treſs.' Another French ſhip, the Amitie of 300 
tons, with 70 ſoldiers on board, and 200 barrels 
of powder, two large braſs mertars, a number of 
cCarriages for 24 and 12 pounders, and other mili- 

tary ſtores; and a large ſchooner with proviſions 
for St. John's iſland, were taken and carried into 


10 (ore LA TIER WAN 
Hallifax harbour, by the 1 
Commodore Holmes, cruiſing with two largoſhips ._ 


1 


and a couple of ſloops in the ſame latitude, fell in ere 


with two French ſhips of the line and four frigates; 


Holmes's 
unſucceſs- 


but could do no more than oblige them to ſheer off, ful -ngage- 


after an.obſtinate diſpute; not being ſtrong enough 
to take them ; they being better een 
hag a ſecure port to flee uo. 0 non; 


ment. 


The French account. of this engagement fa, Frnd 
That M., Beaufier, commander of the ſquadron, 


mhichailed.lat April with land forces. for Canada, 
in his return, with the Heros, the Illuſtre, and 
the Le Corne and Syrene frigates, to Loviſbourg, 
diſcovered... on.. the. 26th of July, about three 
leagues ſouth of that port, two Engliſh, ſhips and 
two frigates, who kept their wind as much as they 
could in order to come up with: them. Beauſier 
taking adyantage of a gale, which ſprung up from 
the north, bore down upon the Engliſh, who haſtily 
tacked, in order to ſtand off. But the nature of 
his — 44 obliging him to land proviſions at Louiſ- 
bourg, and fearing that a purſuit would carry him 
to leeward of, the port, he was obliged to quit 
the chaſe and to enter the harbour. He landed 
the proviſions and his ſick. men with the utmoſt 
expedition; and next morning, by five, o'clock, 
-he got under fail in queſt of the the Engliſh cruiſers 


and about noon he diſcryed the two ſhips, he had 2 


given chaſe to the day before, which now had 
but one frigate in company. He crouded all the 

ſail he could to get up with them: and they did 
| the ſame » Captain Breugnon of the 
oye 


Pp 
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Ar. 


of them, expecting Wat the Mluſtfe, WHich Was 
r upon bis Quarter, would attack the other: "But a 
Calm coming on in that iid, Hindered the lat- 

ret "from petting up: i chat Beaufer Hal! boch 

tue Englifh (Hip upon Hit andthe kgagemeflt 
continued very wärt Ul EVER b'tlock ar niggfit 


When, 4 gale of win (PrivÞins up, and Efabled 
tue Nieftre t6 malck fail he Eg took favs 
tage öf it to ſheet off; lekeing the Heres Ib UE - 
Abfech 1H het rgging än (BIT, ahd imfüreck in Het 
Hull and thats, WHICH kad recelveck UPPards of 
400 ſhot,” befides rh6ſt betwweeft wind and water, 
| © tat ſſie codid Hor purfue them. It further” fays, 
YH Thit he ſpent the night in Tepairing fis damages, 
| | in hopes of ànöther Bruſh with the enemy: Vit 
| nent Motiltg; the Lob, He found thetti at fueh 4 
Anttance, bs give Him 11d hopes of getting op to 
them, and thefeförk retittnetf to Louificurg with 
1.18 the loſs of 8 mem KNEFPFand"28 WEunded,” © 
| Pnetithac. © Somtnddre Holinly oh Bpäbd the Grafton, eff 
| gout. Lduifbotig, in 2 eter td le admffalty, infbrminę 
| | their T1Rifh öf ce fr TOR, aid, TRHat have 
1 ing diſcovered the aboV& hips ftom the maſt⸗head 
0 to the N. E. dfecrly to Widdward, the Gtaftön, the 
| Nottingham, Hornet ahd Jatnalea loops, give 
3 | ES chaſe 


n LAT E WARD on 
_— mite theft firſt board to the fopth, they! - 


m_—_ for us ff within thb/legfues tr”! 
aan gf ſhips them tatked;/*Privt to ſtand. 


off Püthrin Pepe Sto'cit the Frenth off fror their 
port; and: chat —— Thur hie 


ße Pufttec chem ahd brought to; about a agg | 


frotfl the Harbdur, where they were come to an 
allchör, abbüt half an hour paſt one at noon. 
Thar 40 four o clock he made fail to the eat ward = 
aff dark diſpatehed (the Hornet to Hallifax - 
ſo? ſone of Captain Spry's ſhips"t& comme and join 

him; alſch ttien mood on, as before, till three Oelock, 
Wenk Ae tacteed and ſtobd in for fte ddl That 
ſceing four French men of war come Gut of the 
1 and in chaſe 6f ks fips, abebr eigfit in 
the orßingz he food from them to the ſwöth eat, 
abbur i point from the wind; not to ger offy but] 
ch drs et from the harbour; judging from 
the expedition with ' which they wers returned, 
that hey were full of men, and abbve his mateh. 


That aben 4 fligate of 36 guns rech upon the 


flop, ſhe returned? the fire and rowed at 

the ſamme time up to the Nottingham, That on 
che ment of war firing at the frigate; ſhe hauled her 
wind, and the Jamaica bore away tö the ſouth 
weft.” That about two o'clock the Nottinghatn 
fited Her ſtern chaſe at the French commandant, 
which he returned with his bow, and foon after the 
Grafton fired her ſtern chaſe alſo. That find- 
ing the ſnot reached each other, the Grafton 
Hauled up her courſes, bunted her main“ fail, and 
Bey down upon the French commodere, being 
& about 


.Ie7 
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— about a quarter of a mile from him. That it 


3756. 


— Hallifax 
fortified. 


fell calm at the beginning of the engagement, he 
being on the Grafton's ſtar-board ſide, the other 
large French ſhip a- ſtern of him, and the Not- 
tingham on the Grafton's lar: board bow, the two 8 
frigates a mile off, and the Jamaica ſloop ſome- 
what more. That the French commodore, find- 
ing his error in permitting his frigates to ſheer off. 
ſa far, made ſignals for them to rejoin him, as 
ſoon as the wind ſprung up; and leaſt they ſhould. 


2 enough to his aſſiſtance, he bore 


down. to them, and was followed by his partner. 

That at ſeven aber the French ſquadron was all 
cloſe together: and at duſk the action ceaſed, they 
not the Engliſh] ſheering off to the ſouthward, 
and the Engliſh ſquadron ſtanding to the 8. S. E. 
That our men lay at their quarters all night, ex- 


pecting to renew the action in the morning, but 


were diſappointed by the French ſhips bearing, 
away N. W. by W. diſtance about five miles, by 


= light, and going away with little wind at E. 8. 
E. right before 1 it for the harbour of n 


theby never. offered to look at ours. That they 
failing better. than our ſhips, and the wind freſh-, 
ning, and the weather alſo growing hazy, v were out 
of ſight about noon: chat their chief fire was At. 


the maſts and rigging,” which they wounded, and 
cut pretty much: and that the Grafton had x 


men killed and twenty, one wounded. 428 
At Hailifax meaſures were taken by the gover- 
nor to n that city and harbour from any ſur · 


prizes 


nr LATE WAN i T9 
prize, by ereRing three new forts with barracks 5; A. B. 
viz. one batrack on the'citadel hil, 365/feer long 
and 35 wide, of two ſtories, with a'walliincloſing 
the hill and barrack, and well mounted with can- 
non, to command not only the whole town,; but 
as fur as a cannon ball can penetrate into te 
woods. It is thought, that, when complete, 
20, ooo men will not be able to do it any damage, 
the hill being ſo ſteep, and no place for a bomb 
battery within reach of it. Another barrack and 
fort on the Windmill hill about half a mile ſouth- 
ward of the firſt, and of ſmaller dimenſions.— 
And a third on the north ſide of the north · weſt 
arm, on the place called Pleaſant Point. el 
- If we return to inquire into the ſtate and tranf- ger 
aQions of Rurope, we ſhall find a: horrid ſc ene 
of war opening in almoſt every nation. Even 
Spain, with all the profeſſions of friendſhip- to; 
wards Great Britain, was augmenting her navy, 
from the ſhattered ſtate it was left wi n 


1 ö 18 Att. 

46 ſhips of the lins, carrying 3142/guis ” Spaniſh 

22 frigates — — 36662 ö 
132 Xebecques——— 224 

2 Packet home” . | "= 
Sm 341" Sd Bomb veſſels ts ©; | wig $8: az 
4 Fire ſhips 51 eur 24 

5 — 2 n =_ — prion de, 

on veſſels 198 * 4052-guns 


a + ſea en chit. 0. not ned on And ſuſi · 
Y other pretence, than to be ready, when op- l.. 


portunſty 


Ty Tur. GENERAL HISTARY of 
AD. portuniqy\might-ſerves:9 join with che Sem g gf 
2% Great-Britaio 3 {and'-net:withaut-great. Juſpician,® 
of ſome immediate attempt by the nized, ſtrength 
of France and Spain, bycſea and land, tp welt 

from the ritiſn/orown dhe ſortreſs of Gibraltar. 
Depreda- ' The Spaniards continued their depregdgrighs in 
ron in th abe eſt Indes. Captain Kbhsts inf lap. he- 
dies. longing to Ne Tork, as he: turned hpaftom the 
bay to. go to tlie Muſquitqs, Vas brought ito, and 
iboarded by aSpaniſh-guarta caſta, inhu/demand- 

ed of him an anchor and. cable, xo. and upon the 
captain s reſuſal to comply :with:ithat; illicit: de- 
mand, ſeized his ſloop andi carried) her cintotBart 
Maho. Aud the cromm of Spain adopted gyery 
meaſute to drive the Engliſh: entirely / out of r 

Aiecſmetileients in Camptachy and Honduras. 

Spain of. Tet this very nation put on the utmoſt . 
media. ance of candour, and went ſo fat as to /offet his 
moſt Catholic Majeſtys mediation | between Groat 
Beitain and France: but the terms werte ofaſuah 
a nature, that his Britannic Majeſty rejected them 


At? with diſdain. Which inſtead — — re- . 
ſentment, produced ſuch a temper in the Spaniſn 
councils a that his Catholic Majeſty, ratified the 


4 Enhanced by the recent motions of the national forces 
in Catalohia, Valencia, &c. and the deftination ef the men 
of war, &c. from Ferrol to a port NT ET” 
Gibraltats > = „ö„ůÿ?ĩk 

© It was-ſaid,. that ſome of the nicken Samet 9 Eng- 


1 Gibraltar to the French ad haye, Minorca 

= | bat France ſhould exchange Gibraltar with 

3 ce e fu bf Hi a” * under the Spaniſh 
nd "(Holi *. ö FA ba”; S 4010 7910 N 
KEMERTOg | conven- 


4 
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convention 6r ſettliſtg the Commerce and havigh- 1 
tion of the ſubjects df the tw crown during 12 
preſent bar, weh bac been betaped under une e 
frivolous ces. 70 111 QUO! 11,300 es. 100 as! - 

" "However, their d ſguſt and puttin WP row; a 
be ſmothefed. They ſnatched' at every Eircom P dune. 
ſtance, chat fell in cheir way, to Sou a qua- 

rel upon with the Engliſh, contindiag their ar- 

mamepts both for ſea” and land with" tent dili⸗ 

gende, And aver "that the court of Lon- 

don was ferbpulouſiy edutiohs got to fürn them 
with any pretences een in Eütope, they 
revived in diſpute about che Engliht tian to cut 
logWwodd in the Bay Bhs, not by way of 
remonſtränte to the Brſtiſt ure, 9 — the 
ractices of our traders ſh that Wood;” but "TR 
r dated Tattt of September 1986, fem the ks ry 
governor of Meredich to the commander r Prins la | 
cipal office bf the BAN of Hondutas, ſerting forth, 

That berg inforcpedl, the Engliſh had erecteecd 

fortifications, Kc. or the territories of his moſt 6 

Catholic Mujeſty, conttary to treaties between the 

Court of Spain and that of Great Britain; and fur- 

ther, that the Engliſh, were arming themſelves j in 

an hoſtile manner, to make the poſſeſſions, they 

Rad indulgeg them with, their own: he therefore 

ordered them t0 depar 3 art out of thoſe territories, 

and to deſtroy the fottißcations erected thereon, 

under the peril” of being griven, out from thenc 

by force; unleſs he could Thew apy, ri ight — au 

ch6fity ey halt from tlie Wurt 61 

for ſo doing; and ad eſt aden Vit log- 

baum : wood 


1 
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* wood, taken on that coaſt, ſhould be deemed and 
# condemned to. be laxful prizes.“ ** 
E This menacing order was tranſmitted 
&- land ; but was not thought of ſuch: moment, . as. 1 
. in. ap open Lach nt 
Spain at this time ; and the logwoodmen were left 
to the metey of the Spaniards, ſhould they not be 
8 — to defend themſelves. in, their juſt, 
and lawful ancient poleſſions, . - — 
— 3 a by this ſcheme to provoke t the 
the Britiſh miniſtry, there fell in 
mw — _ — bom at home, which they ma- 
vaged. ich. great dexterity and openneſs, to con- 
. us of their partiality towards the French, 
and to draw from us 3 . ſufficient to 
T5 . Juſtify a declaration of y 643- +4030 2325311: 
Genet The frkt of theſe was an — * that happened 
of of Mo. in the Bay of Gibraltar... A French privateer had 
pen the” carried, an Engliſh veſſel under the guns of Al- 
2 get 8 rs; a, Spaniſh fort near Gibral which. 
Gibraltar. had been taken and brought ihither from. the 
coaſt of France. Admiral Hawke, then riding 
with his ſquadron, ; in che bay, and Lord —.— 
ley, governor. of Gibraltar, ſent to the gov 
of the Spaniſh fortreſs at Algeziers, in =_ wol 
polite manner and terms, to demand che reſtitu- 
tion of the ſhip in queſtion, that bay being within 
the command of the Engliſh garriſon. This meſ- 
ſage was accompanied wich a number of armed 
Ones or men of war's boats, to, board the ſaid 
and to bring her away, at all events. But 
e of Algeziers received. this, de- 
1 mand 
3 
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mand with a haughtineſs, that indicated a deter- A. D. 
mined partiality to the Frenchman, and not wih⸗ . 
out threats, in caſe our boats dared to attempt to | 
board the prize. However, ao menaces wete ſuf = © 
ficient to deter the Engliſh tars from executing 
their orders; and being peremprorily, denied the 
juſtice demanded, they drew mear the More, and 
made proper difpoſitions for ſeizing the - veſſel, 
But, though they, in every other circumſtance, 
paid all the deference requifite towards the Spa- 
niſh fortreſs, the Commander thetedf fired upon 
them, as if they had been enemies, coming to 
attack or to beſiege him. By which one hundred 
and fifty Engliſh were killed ad wounded. Ne- 
vertheleſs the ſailors carried their pbint; cut te 
veſſel out, and carried her off to Gibraltar. 

Such treatment extorted a ſevere reprimand from Reſented 
Lord Tyrawley and Admiral Hawke, who, by ran 
letter to the Commandant of Algeziers, ſaid, — a | 
„ That his behaviour was contrary to the rules 
<« of neutrality, decency and good neighbourhood: 
„That he ſhould anſwer for it before his 'Sove- 
<« reign: and that whatever application or ex- 
« tention one might pretend to give to the neutrali- 
ty of a ſtate, the protecting of pyrates againſt the 
fſubjects of a nation, with whom one is linked in 
friendſhip by treaties, was in no caſe allowed.“ 
' The Commandant juſtified himſelf from prect- spanim 
dents, which he urged, of captures made by the der juſtifies 
French on former occaſions, and brought into the action. 
that place under the protection of the guns of the 
Spaniſh fortreſs; and that he had done, in this 

Vor. II, B caſe, 


* 
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A. 2 caſe, no more than his duty required him to do. 
re 5 He alſo diſpatched a courier to the court of Ma- 
this drid, with the particulars of this tranſaction, and 
court. with his complaint of the violation of treaties and 

the law of nations by the Engliſh ſailors, in cut- 

ing and forcibly taking away the en from under 

the guns of his fortreſs. 
an, The court of Spain took this affair up in a very 
high ſtrain; they approved of their commandant's 
conduct; ſaid it was inconſiſtent. with the pacific 
profeſſions of the court of London ; and that they 
would not ſuffer ſuch a violation of their rights and 
of the honour of their country to paſs unreſented. 
Sir Benj. To which our Ambaſſador, Sir Benjamin Keene, 
moderate replied with ſuch moderation, as convinced them, 
rep'y that any ſatisfaction would be granted, rather 
than to proceed to an open rupture. He admitted 
the cuſtom of carrying Engliſh prizes, made by 
the French into Algeziers: but added, That the 
ſea-officers at Gibraltar had long obſerved it with 
great vexation; that this was the caſe complained 
of: that he waited for more preciſe informations; 
though what he had already received was ſufficient 
to prove that hoſtilities were commenced by the 
- Spaniſh Commandant; and that, as for the reſt, 
the uprightneſs, with which his Britannic Majeſty 
was accuſtomed to behave, towards powers in 
friendſhip and alliance with his crown, left no 
room to doubt, but that he would give freſh 
proofs of his care and attention to preſerve the 
good underſtanding between the two nations. 


While 


_ While $46 nation was A at this: incident; A. D. 
and the miniſtry were perplexed, how to ſteer 756. 
between the imputation of weakneſs and timidity, 
for not reſenting the indignity offered to the Bri- 
tiſh flag, in a proper manner, and the not aſſert- 
ing our right to the Bay of Gibraltar, againſt its 
being made a receptacle and place of retreat for 
the French in time of war; and the danger of fur- 
niſhing the Spaniards with an opportunity to throw 
the blame of an open rupture between the two 
crowns, upon England; another accident hap- * att 
pened, which, by its greater importance, ſmothered — : 
the complaints about Algeziei , and diſcovered — 2 
more publickly the deſires of the Spaniſh coun- prize. 
cils to break with Great Britain, Which had, for 
a little while, been ſuſpended, by an alteration 1 in 
the Engliſh miniſtry, | 

This was the caſe of the Antigallican private 
ſhip of war, and her prize, driven into the port 
of Cadiz by ſtreſs of weather or contrary winds, 

The Antigallican privateer, of thirty carriage and Her forces 
ſixteen ſwivel guns, and carrying 208 men, fitted 
out at the expence of 10,4531. by private adven- 
turers, in the port of London, and commanded by 
Captain William Foſter, late a lieutenant in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, had the fortune to diſcover * a 
French Eaſt Indiaman (named the Duke of Pen- 
thievre, commanded by Captain Villaneuve, a very 
large and rich ſhip of 1000 tons, and mounting 
992 guns) about ſeven leagues off — a Spa- H Her prize | 


here 


f On the 26th of December, 1756. taken, 
N | niſh 
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- niſh port in the Bay of Biſcay, early in the tnorn- 


ing. The French aboard che Penthievre truſting 
in their own ſtretigth, bore down, with the wind 
in their favour, which was then at forth ſouth-eaſt, 

and blew from the land; and about twelve at 
bonn being about four leagues and half from 


the neareſt ſhore, fired a gun to bring the An- 


tigallican to, then failing under Spattiſh colours; 
and upon hoiſting Engliſh colours, the Pen- 
thievre flred a TOR immediately, and half 


N another, before the Antigallican fired à gun, or 


made any fign of hoftifiry, except difplaying ker 


colours; by Which feveral on board the Antigal- 


nean were wounded and killed. The Antigallican 
having returned the fire, à cot engegement con- 
tinued between both ſhips, as they went before 
the Wind, with all the fail they could make from 
the land, for abou three hours; When the French 

captain, and twelve of his men being Killed; and 
rhe fetond captain ſhbt rhro' che fhoulder, and ſe- 


ven · and twenty mote were woutided, the Pen- 


Why car- 
ned into 
| Cadiz. 


thievre ſtruck, and ſubmitted to be boarded by 
the Antigallicans ; then diſtant about five leagues 
and a half from the-light-houfe at Cotrutina. = 
The captors would have carried this rich prize 
to Liſbon, as the beſt market for het cargo: but 
meeting with contrary winds, which kept them 
beating the ſeas in that diſagreeable firuation, off 
the mouth of the Tagus for feveral days; and af- 


* finding it — to bear up 


againſt 


'Þ Captain Foſter, in, his journal, relates, That upon the 
ſixth of January 1757, he was got within the mouth of the 
harbour 


againſt the wind and the current into the Bay af 1. B. 
Gibraltar, it was reſolved, with the advice of the **?*" 
officers, to carry the prize with them into the part 
of Cadiz, not doubting of protection from a 
neutral nation, in alliance or friendſhip with Great 
Britain. 

When, to their great ſurprize, after king ſhel- Stopt. 
ter in this port, and the officers belonging: to the 
Indiaman had been examined upon oath, in regard 
to the validity of the capture, by the conſul, 

vice-conſul and his clerk ; in which depoſitions, 

wrote by themſelves, and in the French language, 

| they, amongſt other things, voluntarily declared, 

„ That they bore down upon the Antigallican 
with a reſolution to take her, as they imagined 
ſhe was an Engliſh ſhip; and made no doubt bur 
that ſhe would fall a very eaſy: prize, becauſe ſhe 
was ſo much inferior in fize and burden to the 
Penthievre; and that their ſhip was fairly taken, 
and they were lawful priſoners of war; nor did 
they imagine, that the legality of the prize would 


harbour for Liſbon; when a ſtrong gale coming on, ſplit the 
prize's main-top-ſail, and drove her out to ſea, which made 
it neceſſary for his ſhip to follow her out, and to fend a boat 
on board her with ſmall ſails. That they, from that time, 
beat to windward, till the 22d, endeavouring to make Liſbon, 
but could not : that he then reſolved to bear away for Cadiz, 
it being the firſt port they could make, in their great diſtreſs, 
the prize not ſteering, her fails all in pieces, both ſhips fo 
leaky, that the pumps were almoſt conſtantly going, bread 
almoſt expended, not abave ten days proviſions left; and be | 
had advice from the St. Alban's man of war, that there were 
five ſail of French men of war cruizing upon the coaſt, 8 


53 ever 
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A. 1 ever be oppoſed or conteſted ; or that the neutra- 
2750 * lity ofthe 1 00 crown was at all offended at this 
engagement; yet orders were ſent from the court 
of Spain to the governor of Cadiz, to detain both 
ſhips, the privateer and the Duke de Penthievre, 
and their contents; upon a remonſtrance from the 
commandant-general of Galicia, and the French 
conſul complaining, that Captain Foſter had at- 
tacked and taken the ſaid prize, contrary to the 
laws of nations and neutrality, within the limits 
| of a Spaniſh fort; and praying that his Catholic 
1 | Majeſty would demand reſtitution thereof, and ſa- 
Why, 


tisfaction for ſo groſs and national inſult. 

While the Antigallican had been beating the 
ſeas, this application, ſupported by the captain 
and pilot of the port of Corrunna, and ſuch other 

_ witneſſes, as the French faction could eaſily pick 
up to ſwear any thing againſt the Engliſh, was 
greedily eſpouſed by the Spaniſh miniſtry, who, 
without waiting for the lights, which were neceſ- 
fary to determine juſtly on this affair, proceeded. 
directly againſt the capture, in a council of war, 
and upon the firſt advice of its lying at Cadiz, 
the Spaniſh miniſters, with the King's knowledge, 
iſſued orders to ſtop both the Antigallican and her 
prize, before the council had gone through the 
examination of the complainants, or ſo much as 
ſummoned the captors to make their defence. 

Proteſted In purſuance of this order the governor of Ca- 
againſt, diz, on the igth of February, ſent, for the Eng- 
Iiſh conſul, and told him, that he was obliged ta 
ſend troops on board the prize to detain her. Mr, 


Gold- 
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Goldſworthy, the conſul, who throughout this A. P. 
whole affair acted with wiſdom and firmneſs, pro- 36. 
teſted againſt it in the ſtrongeſt manner, as con- 
trary to treaties, and open violation of the laws 
of nations. Nevertheleſs, the governor ordered 
all the artillery on the walls to be loaded, gun- 
ners to attend with lighted match; ſix companies 
of grenadiers to be ready, with nineteen rounds 
of ſhot 3 and two companies to board and take Foreibiy 
poſſeſſion of the prize, who immediately ſeized on . 
the arms, magazines, &c. in the ſhip: he ordered 
two companies alſo to the forts, and two more on 
board the Antigallican, which by Admiral No- 
varro's permiſſion was refitting in the King's 
Dock, and laid like a hulk, with its maſts, fails, 
arms, guns, &c. in the King's ware-houſe. But 
at laſt, conſcious of the illegality of ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, which alarmed the whole city, the Go- 
vernor, in the evening of the ſame day, vith- 
drew the troops from che ſhips ; who not willing Plundered 
to go empty-handed, broke open ſeveral cheſts, 4 — 
carried away every thing they could find belong- 
ing to the officers and crew, and the very beef, 
that was dreſſing for dinner. 

At length the council of war, on the allega- Ordered to 
tions of one party only, having come to this reſo- 3 3 
Jution, „ That the violation of his Majeſty's French. 
« territory, and the inſult offered to it by the pri- 

« vateer being fully and clearly proved, the pri- 
<« vateer ought to be ſtopt, the captain puniſhed, 
| te and the pretended prize reſtored to its lawful 

* owners the French ;” the governor acquainted 
: | B 4 our 
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A. D. our conſul, that he had orders to deliver the prize 

175% up to the French conſul. Upon which Captain 

Foſter offered to depoſit the prize in his, the go- 

vernor's hands, till he ſhould obtain a hearing at 

court in his own defence. The governor abſo- 

lutely rejected this expedient, and ſaid he would 

inſtantly deliver the prize to the French conſul, 

Refolu- And the captain as reſolutely declared, that the 
cons of Engliſh colours then flying on board the prize, 

Folter. ſhould never be {truck without force. Then the 

conſul and Captain Foſter entering their proteſts 

againſt all the prejudices reſulting from this arbi- 

trary way of proceeding, obtained by perjury and 

a denial of juſtice from the court of Spain, which 

Sir Benjamin Keene ſaid, “ was ſo irregular, un- 

«© reaſonable, and unprecedented, that would. 

* neither bear light nor juſtification,” the cap- 

tain withdrew and went on board. 

Governor This reſolution ſtaggered the governor for a- 

of Cadiz While. But after conſulting the admiral, who. 

prudently refuſed to adviſe about the execution of 

orders, in which he was not concerned, he de- 

manded in the King's name the America of 60 

guns, and a frigate 'of 36 guns, to aid and aſſiſt, 

him in the execution of the King's orders. With 

this the Governor committed the moſt ſhameful 

and cruel act of hoſtility, that has been heard of 

among civilized nations. He ſtationed them within 

Captain fifty yards of the Penthievre, and though Captain 


Foſter's : : 
— Foſter offered to receive thirty or for:y Spaniſh 


avoid da- ſoldiers on board, and ſaid he would rather die 


mages, 


under his colours, than ſtrike them ; becauſe he 
could 
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could follow no orders, but what he received from Ar. 

his Btitannick Majeſty or the Britiſh high court o ß 

admiraky ; they began to fire upon her, and fo prin 

continued for three quarters of an hour, though ENS: 

they met with no manner of reſiſtance. They Seine. 

ſoon ſhot away the enſign flying on board the 

prize, and then Captain Foſter finding that it was 

determined to fink him, ſent a man to ſtrike the 

pendant, who was killed by the Spaniards in the 

very act. They after this kept up their fire, half 

an hour longer, for their own diverſion, and fired 

ia all 200 round, grape and double- headed ſhot, 

into the Penthievre, as ſhe lay expoſed to their 

cruelty, without firing a ſingle gun: by which ane One Eng. 

Engliſh ſubject was killed and ſeven wounded, ia ang 
When they ceaſed firing, the commodore ordered h. 

Captain Foſter on board his ſhip, told him he 

was no priſoner, and ſent him aſhore: and Cap= 

tain Foſter, with the conſul, waited on the go-. 

vernor, and aſking whether he had any commands 

for him, was anſwered in the negative. Yet next Captain 

morning, contrary to the laws of nations, which — 


makes a conſul's houſe a ſanctuary for protection, out of the 

the governor's adjutant took Captain Foſter by ne gh 
violence out of the Engliſh conſul's houſe, and ?"'@"- 
conducted him priſoner to the caſtle of St. Catha-- 
rine. As for his men, they were treated with the The ſailore 
oreateſt injuſtice, ſome of them knocked down — 
with the butt · end of muſketts by the ſoldiers ſent n e Pri- 
to take paſſeſſion of the Penthievre, denied the 
liberty to carry their own neceffary cloaths with 
them, forced out of the ſhip, when a boat could 

Sh | {carce 


Ill treat- 
ment in 


priſon. 


The con- 
ſul's com- 
plaint. 
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ſcarce be ſuppoſed to reach the ſhore, in danger- 


ous weather ; ſtripped of their cloaths and robbed. 


of all their money by their very guards, as ſoon 


as they landed, and then were conducted almoſt 
naked, as priſoners to the ſame caſtle of St. Ca- 
tharine ; where they had nothing to lie on, but 
the bare ſtones, in a cloſe dungeon, without air 


' ſufficient to breathe, or ſpace to extend their bodies 


without lying upon one another. A priſon which, 
though horrible in itſelf ! was rendered more 
miſerable to thoſe unhappy men, as they had not 
room for the common offices of nature, nor an 
allowance of any thing to eat or drink, no, not 
ſo much as bread and water. So that they, treated 
worſe than felons, muſt have inevitably periſhed, 
had not the Engliſh conſul fupplied them with 
proviſions, till releaſed on the fifth of March by 
an order from Madrid. Of which tranſaction 
the Engliſh conſul at Cadiz informed Sir Benjamin 
Keene, by letter, That he was in the greateſt 
e conſternation imaginable z becauſe, ſays the 
© conſul, I have ſeen the flag of my royal maſter 
« inſulred ; our nation degraded, our treaties vio- 
„ lated; the, luſtre of our ſovereign's crown tar- 
& niſhed and deſpiſed, and my houſe invaded ; 
<« and as there is no miniſter here of greater dig- 
“ nity than myſelf, I conſider the affront and in- 
« ſulr done and offered to my perſon, as an 
* indignity on the ſacred perſon of my royal 

© maſter.” 
After this conduct of the governor, cenſured 
by the Spaniards themſelves, who ſaw it to be 
2 unjuſt, 
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unjuſt, crvel and inhoſpitable, the men at court 4 5 
ſcrupled not to act openly with ſo much partia- 10 * 
lity, in favour of the French, and in prejudice of Jug en. 

his Majeſty's ſubjects, as to be thought a diſgrace RR, 
to all national juſtice. ' They made it evident, peo le. 
That they were fore-determined to force the prize lug 


nied, 


from the captors, and to reſtore her to the French, court to 
They were reſolved to give an abſolute denial to lim. 
every equitable application in behalf of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty's ſubjects; and they even, contrary 
to their own form of law and courſe of juſtice, re- 
fuſed to produce the documents, upon which they 
founded their authority. So that, notwithſtand- 
ing the great pains taken by the captors ; their 
friends, the conſuls at Cadiz, and other places, 
and of our ambaſſador, Sir Benjamin Keene, to 
obtain a fair and equitable trial, conformable to the 
laws of nations, and to the method of proceeding 
in Spain itſelf, in ſuch caſes, this common juſtice 
was denied; an unlawful and unprecedented court, 
that refuſed the captors time, and diſcouraged 
the means for making their defence, and ſub- 
orned witneſſes, even men, that had voluntarily 
_ depoſed the contrary facts, was erected, and by | 
this unlawful and unprecedented authority the Pen- The Pen- 
thievre was decreed and delivered up to the French. sag * | 
Of which event we meet with the following lively 5p ce, 
deſcription, in a letter from-the Britiſh conſul at 
Madrid, to the Engliſh conſul at Cadiz, dated 
5th\Auguſt, 1757. © Sir, ſays he, the completion 
of iniquity has at laſt taken place; and our 
enemies have triumphed over law, honour and 
« equity, 
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4 equity. The Penthievre is reſtored to the 
* French, without communicating that reſolution 
„of his Catholic Majeſty, as it ought to have 


been, to his Britannic Majeſty's ambaſſador.” 


Mr. Pitt 
writes to 
the court 
of Spain 
about this 
affair. 


But why ſhould we be ſurprized at any thing here 


related, when it is certain, from the confeſſion of 


the French ambaſſador at the court of Spain, 


That this had not been treated as a private af- 


* fair, but a matter in correſpondence between 
t his Catholic Majgfty and the. French Monarch.” 
Who, moſt certainly laid hold of this incident to 
provoke the Engliſh to ſeek for ſatisfaction by 
way of arms, and to prevail with Spain to join 
with France againſt Great Britain, with promiſes 
of mutual ſupport and intereſt in their ſueceſs; 
which at this time was not doubted by our ene- 
mies; while our national affairs were, as they 
thought, under the management of a timid or 
unſettled adminiſtration. | 
However, this indignity and injuſtice did not work 
with the effe& propoſed by the houſe of Bourbon. 
The Right Hon. Mr. Pitt was called by his Sove- 
reign to the poſt of ſecretary of ftate, about the time 
this capture was made; and tho? his power in the ad- 


miniſtration was ſo circumſcribed bythe majority of 


the old miniſtry, whoſe fears too frequently got the 
better of their reaſon, that he could do no more than 
intercede with his royal maſter for ' permiſſion to 
write to the court of Spain; he performed this 
in ſuch ſtrong. terms, to require juſtice to be 
done the captors, and to obtain reſtitution of 
their lawful prize; that this letter ſeemed to carry 


with 


0 oe LTE WAX. is 


with it o moch weight, at this Metre of ume, A. 
that Sir Benjamin Keene thought the prize would 756, 
be fo eaſily obtained, that he ſent ah expreſs 
Me. Secretary Pitt, whereby he acquainted him, 
© That on preſenting a ſtrong memorial to his 
« Catholic Majeſty, he had obtained an order for 
* the prize to be re. delivered to his Majelty's of- 
& 'ficers ; and all the hatthes , to be kept ſealed, ach 
* under a proper guard: and that he höped the 
« prize would be reſtored to Captain Foſter ih à 
& few days; as the depoſitions of the French of- 
& ficers were ſo ſtrong, that the French could 
e not have any thing to ſay, that cou prevent 
« her being deemed a juſt and Tawful Brice 
But all this expectation vaniſhed, upon thi firſt Ho al. 
intimation of that oppoſition in the! Britiſh cabi- te7ed when 
net, which on the fifth of Ap rid delivered the was turned 
Spaniſh miniſtry from the terror, Which Pitt's““ 
very name carried in all his diſpatches, in the 
cauſe of juſtice, for the dignity of the crown and 
the intereſt of his country. And during the inter- 
val before that right honourable perſon was re- in- 
ſtated, the Antigallican captors were treated in 
the manner above related, and totally deprived of 
their property. 
Thus ſtood our ſituation with Spain; which, Our ſitua 
under the ſacred character of a mediator, and of 8 on — 
a ſtrict neutrality, was publickly proſticuring 


* The day on which the * Hon. William Pitt, Eſq; 
by his Majeſty's command, firſt refigned the ſeals ol ſecretary 
of ſtate for the ſouthern department. 


juſtice 
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juſtice. and the laws of nations, in favour of our 
enemies, inſulting the Britiſh flag, robbing Britiſh 


ſubjects of their property, and depriving them 


of their liberty in the moſt arbitrary, cruel and 


The mea- 
ſures of 
France. 


hoſtile manner, and with the utmoſt diligence 
making preparations by ſea and and, for an open 
rupture. 

France, on ber part. Auſhed with the ſucceſs 
of every ſcheme ſhe had laid to deceive, and to 
diſtreſs, Great Britain, ſtrikes every 1 that 
ſeemed to drive, and to extend their plan o ope- 
rations. The French miniſtry, convinced that 
the completion of their advantages, and dominion 
in North America, depended chiefly on meaſures, 
either, to diſpute the ſovereignty of the ſeas with 


the miſtreſs of the ocean; without which it would 
be impoſſible for them to ſupply their armies in 


the new world with effectual ſuccours, to protect 
their own ſettlements, and to extend their con- 
queſts; or, to draw Great Britain into a continental 
war, by which the national treaſure, that might 
be required for a naval and American war, ſhould 
be diſſipated and exhauſted; fo as to weaken the 
Britiſh power by ſea, and to divert her attention 
from a vigorous purſuit of the principal object, 
for which this nation took up arms; or, 'to de- 
viſe ſome improvement to their long practiſed 
ſcheme to make us weary of the war, by en- 
gaging our miniſtry to maintain a prodigious na- 


vy in commiſſion an! fit for ſervice, inactive and 


locked up in our harbours, and to pay large ſub- 
ſidies and numerous land forces in a ſituation, 
8 that 
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that could only ſerve to increaſe our load of taxes, A. D. 
and the already prodigious national debt; which 786. 


would fill the people with diſcontent, and oblige 
them, ſooner or later, to ſubmit to an inglorious 


peace their firſt care was to throw the weight of Attention 
their ſtrength into their naval department: and marine. 


many attempts were made to keep the ſea open, 
for the purpoſes df protecting their trade and 
iſlands from inſult; of tranſporting ſoldiers and 
the neceſſaries of war to North America; of in- 
terrupting our navigation and commerce; of de- 
feating our meaſures for the ſupport of North 
America, and of threatning the Britiſh iſles them- 
ſelves with invaſion and conqueſt. 


Their efforts by ſea were made with vigour and Their na- 


great propriety. A navy was preparing, with the 1) _—_— Print 
utmoſt diligence, to contend with ours; while the Ployed. 


court propoſed to ruin our trade, and to interrupt 
our navigation, by the extraordinary encourage- 
ment they gave to private ſhips of war. 

Within a few weeks after the declaration of war 
at Paris, the world was preſented with the follow- 


ing ſtate of the French marine, r by au- 
thority. 


Mr. Perrier de Salvert's ſquadron. 


Ships. Captains. Guns. 
Le Courageux Perrier 74 
Le Prothee — . 64 
L'Amphion — Zo 
L'Aigle 4 — 50 
Le Fleur de Lys —ʃç 39 
 L*Emeraude —— 3 28 
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Noi — Guns. 
Le Comte . 
L'Amethiſte | 
La Blonde — 
He rmbine: —— ö nN 
La Valeu 1 — 3 * 10 
La Fidele !-„!„ů„ñ„½20 256 
Friponne —— 26 
1 M. De La Gakflonere „ fleet. 793 
Le Fondroinnt D. L. Galiſſionere 80 
Le Temeraire Glande ves, Chief d'Eſc. 74 
La Couronne La Clu, Chief d Eſc. 74 
Le Redoubtable Beaumont ' "Sl 
Le Guerrier La Broſſe 74 
Le Content Sabran 64 
Le Triton Mercier 64 
Le Sage Duruen 64 
Le Lion St. Agnan 64 
Lorphee Raimondis 64 
Le Fier D' Herville eg 
L' Hipopotame Rochemaure 50 
La Junon Beaufier nah 46 
La Roſe _ Coſtebelle 30 
La Pleide — 26 
La Gracievſe Marquizan 24 
La Nimphe Callian 24 
La Topaze Carne 24 
The Marquis de Conflans's ſquadron, 
Le Soliel 33 Marquis 
Duc de Bourgogne = 
Le Tonnant — . 
Le Superbe — 
Le Defenſeur — — 
Le Dauphin Roya! 
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| 33 
Ships. , 4 Captains. Guns. A. D. 
Le luer — n 1756. 
Le Hardi!iä-!-·ͤ 66 
Le Bienfaiſan-!!ñ„b 64 
Le Sphinx — 64 
L'Inflexibe - 64 
L'Eveille — 64 
Le Capricieuxnxaꝑ 64 
Arc « en Cie — a 50 
La Diana — 30 
For carrying ſoldiers to America under Mr. Beauſſier. 
Le Heros Beauſſier 74 
L'Illuſtre Montelas 
Le Leopard — 
Le Sirene Breugnon 
Le Licorne Rigaudiere 
La Sauvage | 
La Concorde — 
L'Amarante 
At Breſt and Rechfort, 
Le Formidable | 80 
L'Entreprenant B. R“. Salvert, Chief d' Eſc. 74 
On a no 
La Thetis | — — 24 
La Mutine | 24 
La Pomone — 24 
Le Cumberland — | 24 
La Galathe — — 24 
L'Heroine — 24 
L' Anemone — 12 
Cape Breton and Martinico. 
Mr. D'Aubigne. 
Le Prudent D'Aubigne 74 
L'Aquilon - 50 
J. R. Breſt or ; TS 
Vor. II. * 8 L' Ata- 


12 


3+ 


A.D. 
1756, 


Tuz GENERAL HISTORT or 


Shi Captains. Guns. 
| Laan ä - 0 
Le Palmer B. R. Keruforet 74 
Le Bizarre B. R. Urtubi -- 
L'Opiniatre B. R. Moelieu 
L'Actif B. R. Choifeuil - 
Le St. Michel B. R. Caumont 
L*Alcion B. R. Jonquire 
L'Appollon | ONES — 
08 Toulon. 
Le Hector — r Wün GLO 
Le Vaillant — — e 
L' Achille — — WT 
L' Hercule — — 
L'Oriflame — 
| Upon the Careen 
VIntrepide B. R. Rerſain 
Le Conquerant —— 
Le Magnifique 
Le Sceptre 4 — — N. 
Le Floriſſant —ä 
L'Algougeu x — 
T3 Frome © — 
Northumberland ——— 
Le Dragon B. R. Willeon 


Os In different docks 
L' Ocean, finiſhed ——— 
Le Centaure, ditto ——— 


Le Diademe- B. R. Raſilly 
Le Zodiaque | 
Le Minotaure 

Le Souverain— — 


Le Glorieux 
Le — (not reed — Fa 


named) 
Le — Oroillirs B. R. 
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a Warwick, taken from! the Koi, 1756 * 
60 guns, mounting now but 50, in 1 America, 
wich N. . re ME 


1 this liſt it appears that eln navy of Fr rance, 
in June 1756, conſiſted of one hundred andeleven 
ſhips of the line and frigates, and that they were 
ſo ſtationed and managed, as to find employment 
for the grand navy of England, A ſufficient 


number of large ſhips were kept in the ports of 


Breſt and Toulon, at an eaſy expence, neither 
manned, nor victualled, till ordered out for ſer- 


vice; with which they put us to very great ex- 


pence of large ſquadrons, to watch their motions 


in the Bay of Biſcay and the Mediterranean; a 
ſervice attended with ſo many hazards, that it was 


with great good luck in us, that the enemy even 


ſuffered any loſs by it, or were ever ſo locked up, 
as to prevent their exports of men and ammuni- 
tion for Ades failing and reaching the places 
o 2 of 


” Sire r ka + Captains. Guns. A. D. 
pine Fes end e 2 1756. 
Le Robuſtee ——— e | 
Le Solitaireũlł:hÜ e 
Le Terribe —_ (8227 "ON 
Le Aigrette 30 
La Veltable ; —— nmp_——_— 192 2133 30 | 
La Migaerra - 24 
- Oiſcau as n 24 
e Protecteur, 1 2ſt 3 
* building + & 3 
Le — 1: — U nGa - 
I Modefſe: il = 2 . bo 
Defiance . 8 
La Surprize 
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In the 
Weſt In- 
dies, 


Cruizers. 
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of cheir deſtination, But it was attended with 


many great diſadvantages on our part, For, it is 
a greater victory to decoy the enemy into his ruin 


by delay, &c. than to beat him in an open fight: 


becauſe, thereby not only his ſtrength i is deſtroyed, 
. his treaſure, the ſinews of war, is conſumed. 
Their next care was to threaten our ſugar 


Mands with a powerful ſquadron in the Weſt 


Indies: which might ſerve to ſurprize and ſeize 
upon thoſe defenceleſs colonies, or to weaken out 
naval ſtrength by the neceſſity, Great Britain would 
be under, to keep a ſuperior naval force in- thoſe 
ſeas, where our ſecurity muſt depend only upon 
the ſuperiority of our navy, againſt an enemy, 
that can retreat into ſtrong fortifked harbours ; 
when, in caſe of an accident, a Britiſh ſquadron, 
or ſhip, can find no place of 2 1 
luing/ foe, | in any of our iſlands,  , © 

Their cruizers were fo numerous, and — 
ſtationed for intercepting our merchantmen home- 
ward and out ward bound; to ruin our African 


trade, and to favour their own convoys, to and 


courage- 
ment of 


privatcers, — and to 9 of the grand reſource 


from America; that it required more men of war 


to check and to defeat their proceedings, than a 
miniſtry, that was continually afraid of an inva- 
fion, dared to appoint for that purpoſe, And 


that the King's ſhips ſhould perform, and confine. 
themſelves, as much as poſſible, to their orders to 
protect their own navigation, and to employ the 
"Their en- Engliſh navy, the French King publiſhed an edict 


for the encouragement of privateers to diſtreſs our 


of 


2 


r 


* * r 


r 


of our riches, without which it could. not be poſ- A. D. 


ſible for us to ſupport the war. 


That edi nemirnad- che nab ſhave of every 
| prize, which was always before this war claimed 


by the French admiralty ; and ordained that be- 


ſides the whole produce of the prizes, the captors 
ſhould enjoy a bounty out of the royal treaſury; 
for every gun and man taken from a merchant- 
man, or man of war, or privateer. The King 
alſo promiſed to reward ſuch captains or officers, 
that ſhould behave well, with commiſſions in- his 
marine, according to the circumſtances and ſtrength 
of the ſhips they ſhould have engaged : and he 
further promiſed a n the owners of pri- 

vaters, 


- 1 100 livres per gun from four to 12 pounders, taken from 


merchantmen. 
150 livres per gun of the ſame bore, taken from priva- 
teers. a | 
200 livres per gun of the ſame bore, taken from men of war. 
150 livres per gun, 12 pounders and upwards, taken from 
merchantmen. 
225 ores per gen t the faid bore, taken Sem privatects. 
300 livres per gun of the ſaid bore, taken from men of war. 
30 livres per head ap every priſoner taken out of © mere 
chantman. 
r ene 
50 livres per head for ditto, out of a man of war. 
The ſame bounties to be paid ſor every man on board at the 
commencement of any engagement. | 
The ſaid bounties to be augmented by one fourth for all 
ſach privateers or men of war, which ſhall be taken by board- 
ing; and 
The ſaid bounties wholly to appertain to the captain, offi- 
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cers, and crew ; to nn” eas, | 
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A. D. vateers, and to take their ſhips, under certain cir- 


1756. 


cumſtances, at prime coſt . In regard to prizes 
made by ſhips fitted out upon the King's account, 
the officers and crew were thereby indulged with 
one third part of the neat produce of all merchant 
ſhips, or more Eng to circumſtances ; be- 
ies other bounties. on further promiſed, that 


n 


to the ſhare they are to have in the produce of the 
prize, and purſuant to their agreement at the time of entering 
on board; the money to be paid to the captain, or his repre- 
ſentative. 


* Ships of 24 guns or end, that ſhall have been built 


for privateering, ſhall be taken by the government at the 
prime coſt, if they be not employed that way, or at the eſti- 


mated price, if they have been ſo employed, when they ſhall 
be no longer authoriſed: to cruiſe on the enemies. And alſo all 
ſhips of 24 guns or upwards, that ſhall be taken by privateers, 
and which ſhall be fit for ſervice, except the captors ſhall chuſe 
to make uſe of them fen ee or ſell them along with the 
effects of the prizes. ; 
In order to indemnify the owners of thoſe ſhips which ſhalt 
take any privateers or men of war, of the damage they ſhall 


ſuſtain by ſuch nn the bg premiums are to 
be paid them: 


10 r 


200 livres per gun from 12 pounds to upwards. wn 

20 livres per head for every effective man on board at the 
beginning of an engagement. 

They ſhall have beſides, the ſame bounties as thoſe given 


| intheſecond article in favour of the privatcers, except for men 


_  » of war, for which there ſhall be paid 300 livres per gun, from 


four to 12 pounders, 450 rep gun from 12 pounders and 
upwards. 


The ſaid ſums to be augmented by 1-Ath, when the ſaid 


frigates or men of war ſhall have been taken by boarding. 
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| orivateers which ſhould fail in company with men 


of war, or join them at ſea, ſhould have their 


ſhare both in the produce of the prizes, as well 


as of the ' bounties, of all ſhips that ſhould be 
taken in conjunction, in exact proportion to the 
guns they ſhall carry, with regard to the difference 


of - — ſize of the ſhips, or ſtrength of the 


crews. That. privateers ſhould be exempr from 
all taxes or duties whatſoever on proviſions, ar- 
tillery, ammunition, and all other neceffaries for 
their conſtruction, victualing and armament : 


| That the officers and volunteers on board of pri- 
vateers, that have diſtinguiſhed themſelves, ſhould - 


be diſpenſed with from the uſua] time of ſervice 
on board the men of war, in order to their being 
made captains. That the officers and failors on 
board of privateers that ſhould be wounded and 
diſabled, ſhould be intitled to the ſea half-pay, 


and that the widows of thoſe killed ſhould be in- 


titled to penſions. This edict alſo ordained that 
the wages of ſailors run from a ſhip of 24 guns, 
as well as their ſhare in prizes, ſhould belong to 
the owners : and finally, thar captains of priva- 
teers, ſhould not on any account ranſom ahy ſhip, 


except they ſhould have already ſent in three 


effective prizes, ſince their laſt going out“. 


* N. B. By theſe encouragements the ſea preſently 8 
with privateers, which did infinite damage to our trade, and 
took great numbers of our merchantmen. They were even 


ſo audacious, that on the 4th of July, about one o'clock in 


the morning, a privateer from Boulogne ventured within a 
few yards of Dover Pier, and cut an Engliſh m away, 
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ons for a 


land war. 


How fa- 
voured in 
Germany, 


oppoſition into Germany: and the heireſs of Auſtria, 
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_ Theſe preparations: and armaments for the ſea 
were accompanied briſkly with much more extra» 
ordinary preparations for war by land. The treaty 


of Weſtphalia, which France had ſo often vio- 


lated to pull down the Houſe of Auſtria, was now 
made a ſtalking horſe to carry her army without 


who is indebted to Great Britain for the exiſtence 


of her family, againſt the natural enmity of 


France, adopted, and ſubmitted to be a cover for, 
the French monarch's real intentions to invade the 
territories of our German allies, and embroil 
her moſt faithful and powerful friend in a conti+ 
nental war, by inviting Lewis to take part in her 
quarrel, or rather ſecret hatred of the King of 
Pruſſia, For, this was the firſt pretence for the 
motions of the French army acroſs the Rhine; 
to preſerve the peace of Germany and to keep 
all foreign forces out of the empire: though the 


French miniſters did not ſcruple to avow the reſo- 


Againſt 


Hanover, 
&c. 


lution of their King to invade the electoral domi- 
nions of his Britannic Majeſty: and the ſituation 
of his magazines, the cantonment of his troops 


on the frontiers of Flanders, and other diſpoſitions 


Pretences 
of an inva- 
bon kept 


on the ſide of Weſtphalia, were evident tokens, 
that the French King's immediate view, in joining 
with the Empreſs Queen againſt the King of 
Pruſſia, was to facilitate the execution of his own. 

deſigns upon the allies of Great Britain, | 
This army alſo ſerved another purpoſe. Hav- 
ing nothing to fear on the part of Spain, nor from 
the frontiers of yy. Germany; and poſſeſſed of 
the 


| "eu LATE WAR: 4t 
the ſecret, which had ſo often, on former occaſions, —_—_ 
kept the whole ſtrength of England locked up Wt 
home; fifty or ſixty thouſand men or more, and flat- bot. 
artillery, were drawn down to the coaſt of the boars, 2 
channel; and boats of a new conſtruction were 
built, and ſquadrons were appointed to convoy 
them over to ſome convenient place in England. 
Amazing how this ſoporific doſe of politics affected 
the heads of the nation ! The name of a flat- 
bottomed boat terrified the children, the women, 
and the beaux; and the French were well paid for 
their invention by the expence we were at to watch 
their motions, while we neglected, or omitted to 
employ our fleets and armies in Vigarous and na- 
tional meaſures. 

Having thus diſpoſed of their internal ſtrength, French ins 
the French provided, in the next place, to prevent 2 


terms of 


any diſagreeable and unſeaſonable diſputes, with e 

the maritime neutral powers, about the conditions tral ſtates. 

of a free navigation; and thereby endeavoured to 

engage neutral ſhips in their ſervice, when the 

circumſtances of the war might make it dangerous 

or impracticable to carry on a communication 

with their colonies, and to ſupply their naval de- 

partment with ſuch neceſſaries, as could not be got 

in their own territories, and without which a na- 

val war could not be ſupported. For, amongſt 

other things, it will appear afterwards, that the 

King of France aſſumed a right to licence Dutch 

ſnips to trade with, or to carry the produce of, 

their iſlands, from which, in common with other 
nations, they had been always excluded in times 

| of 
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A. D. of peaces and the Dutch, in return for that fa- 
Ie: vour, aſſumed a right, which they pretended to 
claim upon the faith of treaty, with England, to 
carry the goods of our enemies: though at the 
_ ſame time that French ordinance laid them, and 
all other neutral nations, DES aps e 
bition not to carry Britiſh-property. 
Britiſh Sreat Britain, whoſe intereſt it was to * 2 
Weer. moſt effectual meaſures to defeat the deſigns and 
ſchemes of France; and whoſe navy greatly ex- 
Tts navy, ceeded the naval power of that nation in every 
— nar) circumſtance ; both as to number of ſhips, weight 
WI of metal, men, and ſtores of all forts; inſtead 
of ſeeking and annoying the enemy; covering 
our colonies, and protecting our navigation and 
trade; confined the ' naval ſtrength of this iſland 
to the expenſivę and almoſt uſeleſs cruifing in the 
Bay of Biſcay and in the Mediterranean: and to 
ſcuadrons at Antigua, the leeward iſlands, and at 
Jamaica, inferior to the French under d' Aubigny, 
near the former ſtation, and to * Salvert howring 
about the latter. 

Faſt India There was a {mall enden. duenne by 
ON Admiral Watſon, as related before, in the Eaſt 
Indies; but ſo much neglected as if that part of 
the world had been excluded from the common 
bleſſings of the adminiſtration: for, war had been 
declared upwards of two months, before any ſhip 

Was ſent to give notice * it in that region, 


LETS, ; | daes Jl 1 


| Though 


ern LATE. WARD 17 * 
Though the very exiſtence of our ſugar planta- N D. 


tions. and our tobacco colonira in North America, 17596, 


depended upon the ſecurity of our ſettlements in wegleded. 


Africa; from whence they are ſupplied with la- 
bourets or ſlaves: and though the French had 
begun to encroach upon our rights, on the coaſt: 
of Guinea, and there was great reaſon to appre- 
hend, they would at length wholly execute the 
ſcheme, they had long laid, of getting poſſeſſion 
of the whole ; our ignorance of our own intereſt, 
or our negligence, or our injudicious parſimony 
had almoſt given them an opportunity to complete 

that work: as will appear from the ſtate of our state 8 
African ſettlements from the year 1730 to the vnn t. — ig 
year 17366 incluſive. In 1730 the African com- 
pany applied to parliament for relief, and obtained 
10,0001. per annum, till the year 1746, when it 
was ſuſpended on account of the ruinous condition | 
of the company's affairs, they being 130,000 1. 
in debt, their forts and caſtles in ruins, and their 
credit and reputation loſt. In 1749, the traders 
to and from Africa, between Cape Blanco and the 
Cape of Good- Hope, were incorporated, by act of | 
parliament, but prohibited trading in their corpo- Fe 
rate capacity, and from having any transferrable 
ſtock, or borrowing money on their common ſeal : 
and a majority of a committee of nine were em- 
powered to make orders concerning the forts and 
factories, and to Pant governors and officers *. 

TOP" LY | From 


n Thus the old Algen company was ; aboliſhed, and re 
ceived in compenſation from the houſe a 33. 3d. for 
i their 


4 Tur GENERAL HISTORY or 
A. D. From this time, the parliament revived and paid 
Jour. the grant of 10, ooo l. per ann. and increaſed. that 
ſium to 16,0001. per ann. for the ſupport and re- 
pair of the forts and ſettlements. Nevertheleſs 
this important coaſt was ſuffered to run to decay, 
as appears by a true ſtate of the forts, at this time, 

in the note below; and by the weakneſs of the 
naval power, which did now conſiſt of no more 
than two men of war in thoſe ſeas. So that five 
men of war might have driven the Engliſh quite 
out of Africa; to the utter ruin of our ſugar co- 
Our ſtrength on the coaſt of North America at 
i-fuch a critical juncture (when the intercepting of 

the enemies troops and warlike ſtores, bound for 
New France, would have anſwered the end of 
a victory, and more effeftually diſconcerted their 


operations on 8 than the completeſt 


their cherten, lands, bp ay Leo ky roy, 
all other ellos, See p. 37- Vol. 1 


© 1, James art in the xiver Gambia, tough mouned wit 


36 guns, is not able to reſiſt an European enemy. 
2. 72 Fort, not finiſhed. 


Tantumquerry, 13 guns. | e LO EY 
5. Winnebsd Far, eee 
- * 1 A . 

6. Wydah Fort, deſerted. 


7. Commenda Fort, 31 guns. P 5 
8. Suocondee Fort, 29 guns. Out e 
9. Dix Cove Fort, 30 guns. 


10. Cape Coaſt Caſlle, 40 2 


Only in be 
natives in awe. 6 


11. Fort Royal, 12 guns 
12. Phipp's Tower, 5 guns 


13. aro Point, 5 guns, © 


% W een as 
Aaeey tn dad Gtem ede barlg et ban pe- 4 b. 
tions; and when Newfoundland was expoſed to * 5 


EN t k 


a ſurprize from Louiſbourg), was ſo deficient fr 
the ſervice required in thoſe parts, that we have 0 


ſeen the narrow n 
ing carried into that port. © 2.26 bis - . 
The whole enen e be hh een Fee hep 

Rill to turn upon domeſtie defence. The mouth * n 
of the Thames and Fortſmouth, were the favourite 
ſtations of the capital ſhips, and of greateſt part 
of our navy; While the ocean was left to the care 
of our priymeres;/ hap get ny great yon 


$8 '# 


ments 0 04) » INE 7 
Our land- forces an da ras 


augmented with new regiments; and with addi - enteg S 
tions to the old ones. But the only uſe to which DESIRE! 
ſuch numerous troops were. put, was to aſſiſt in pat 
the diſſipation of the national treaſure, by extraor- 

dinary parades and encampments, where there was 

not the leaſt appearance and expectation of meet- 

ing with an enemy. The grand trains of artillery, 

which marched; on thoſe occafions, from the Tower 

of London, ſerved only to confirm the people in | 
the mean opinion, they enterrained of a miniſtry, 
that could not by any provocations from the ene- p 
my, or by. the remonſtrances of the nation, be in- 

duced to make a better uſe of their ſtrength in 

money and arms, than to exhibit raree-ſhows at an 

expence and with an army, that was able to attack, 

and ſhould have been employed in vigorous mea- 

ſures againſt the enemy. Rr 

Ses Vol. I. e 
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4 Tus GENERAL HISTORT o- 
A. D. Tphe ſenſe of the nation, on this occaſion, may 
550 be properly repreſented by the following deſcrip- 
Theferſe tion of the march of the train through London 
tov. to Cobham, on the iꝙth of July, given by a po- 
| litical abſerver of that tranſaction 3,.+ J, ſays he, 
and at leaſt 3oo, ooo more idle ſpectators, can 
vauch for a good round ſum of money laid out 
i 4 ee which paſt from the Tower of Lon- 
don, over the bridge to the inland village of 
Cobham, in Surry. An expedition that will eat 
up three or four ſuch ſums, as the plate and dice 
acts can produce; and has been longer in agita- 
tion than the ſuccours for Mahon took up; under | 
. a miniſtry. which at a time they Want every 
gy / raiſed by parliament, and are diſtreſſed 
for ways and means for further ſupplies, to repel 
qu the common enemy, laviſhly throw away. their 
hundreds of thouſands in a field where there is no 
enemy. Many other-diſagreeable ideas crowded 
into my thoughts. But there was one reflection 
moſt predominant, occaſioned by the appearance 
of ſuch an immenſe croud of ſpectators, that lined 
the ſtreets and roads. Could London, early ona 
Monday morning, ſpare, from the neceſſary buſi- 
neſs and callings in that metropolis, ſo many thou- 
ſands, and Britain be deſtitute of ſtrength to repel 
a foteign enemy? Could a raree· new draw them 
from their occupations, and it be ſuppoſed they 
Ee e or flee before woke invaders 


2 See Monitor. Ne. 50. | 
Par of the ways and mean for rag te ſpp i th 
aft fuſion of parliadubaee! q A %% $2 of 
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of their liberty and property? On the contrary, A. D. 
ir was with the utmoſt pleaſure, that 1 obſerved 
all degrees, and both ſexes, young and old, wiſh: 

ing for an opportunity to give real proofs of their 
loyalty and courage, and that they might live to 

ſee the money, they paid in taxes, effectually ap- 

plied, not in pageantry and mock expeditions, 
but in defence of our colonies and ſettlements 
abroad: in our commerce and dominion by ſea: 

_ in a well regulated and diſciplined militia.” 

So that, if we ſum up the whole of the ſeryice le che 
done with the vaſt. ſums granted by parliament => 
in the laſt ſeſſion, it amounts to no more than expended. 
keeping on foot a large body of mercenaries and 
foreign forces within this kingdom.—An inactive 
campaign in North America, which | deprived us 
of the moſt important forts we had to cover our 
plantations, and to ſtem the power of France, on 
that continent. A ſquadron, on that coaſt, not 
able to prevent ſuccours from Old France to 
Loyiſbourg and Canada.—A total neglect of New- 
foundland.— Squadrons too weak to reſiſt any at- 
tempt-upon our ſugar iſlands, and upon our ſet- 
tlements on the coaſt of Africa. A ſupine neg- 
le& of the Eaſt Indies. A fleet in the Medi- 
terranean, that could undertake no affair, . nor 
find a more important object for its employ, than 
hunting a few Tartans, loaden with proviſions 
for Minorca.—— And a ſtill more inactive fleet 

beaten to pieces in the Bay of Biſcay.—A few 
cruiſers to guard the channel and to watch the 
— ports, without any ſucceſs, except the 

ſurpriae 


I p 


48 


—Y ſyrprize-of /a (mall ifland, near Guernſey; de- 


\ 0H th ors Whre the following remarkable ſhips : 
x A Martinico-man, valued at 250,000 dollars, taken wit | 


_ foundland, Which, allowing for the difference of value be- 
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boner about 00 men, taken by m_— 
How, in the Dunkirk, and three frigates ; and 


the capeure-of a great number of ſhips. But with 
ſuch a neglect of our own trade, that, our loſs in 


merchant ſhips fell very little ſhort of the captufes 


made from the French by both our privateers and 


reer ene — had fled n 


1 1 Ie 4 


5 3't e i 90 


2 261 {LL were e taken — Ph French, ng Ty | 


: : 
(x3 1 In, 


Thee Are- en- ciel, a mah bf wat of 50 guns. 


9 
>. 


two leagues of Cadiz; by the Experiment. 
The Fortune, from Rochſort to Miſſiſi ppi, 450 tons, wich 


140 ſoldiers and zo women. 
The Duke of Anjou with leren, and the _ St. d 


with ien for Lene. it © HON 
Two ſhips from the coaſt of Africa, ade gs fires 
A ſhip with proviſions for Cape Breton. 4. 
A large French Guinea - man. 


One privateer of eight guns, eight ſwivels, and 96 men. 
Another of 20 guns, 200 men. Another of 10 guns and go 
men. Another of fix guns, 60 men. Another of 20 guns. 
and 195 men. Another of eight guns, 18 ſwivels, 100 men. 
Another drove aſhore on the Bahama iſlands. ., Another of 
eight guns, 10 ſwivels, 75 men, Another of four guns, fix 
ſwivels, and 40 men. Another of 16 guns, 16 ſwivels, and 
230 men, Three more privateers of 10 guns and 56 wen. 
Another of 12 guns, 12 ſwivels, and 24 men 

A frigate of 36 guns with ſtores ſor Canada. 

230 ſhips were taken within the ſame ſpace an 
French. Amongſt which was the Warwick man of war of 
60 guns, and four privateers. One ſhip with 200 ſoldiers for 
New York, and another with 88 people on board for Ne- 


- Tn LATE NAR. 
mies; we bad loſt Mahon and Minorca: our 
troops had been defeated, and our ſtrongeſt poſts 
had been taken from us, and deſtroyed in North 
America; and on which {ide foever we turned, our 
affairs: carried a moſt Senn and ruinous 
aſpec . 


A. D. 
1756. 


Hence we E 


were now, about this time, publiſhed concerning conduct. 
the fituation of public affairs. It will be well, 
ſaid a great man, if Britain's misfortunes, affect- 
ing as they are, do but ſtop with the fatal loſs and 
omiſſions of the paſt unhappy ſummer : for I fear 
the national diſſatisfact ion, ſpread throughout rheſe 
kingdoms, will produce fach political combats, 
as may reſtrain our plans of conqueſt, and greatly 
enfeeble the operations of war. 

If in times when the miniſtry were gale un- 
embarraſſed; when every voice was exalted to 


on this 


ſuſtain their efforts; and every nerve was ſtrung - + 


in unifon againſt the foe, we have experienced 
ſuch unexampled negligence and diſgrace, what 
in future periods are we to expect; but that the 
very ſmall attention they have hitherto paid to 
hoſtile affairs, will be further impaired by felf-in- 
tereſt, cabal and party intrigue. Not one thing 
proſpers within the ſphere of their action; and 
miſchief and miſery are the effects of their per- 
nicious conduct. Accuſations, alas! in plenty fur- 
round us. Every act recognizes ſome fatal truth. 


tween the Engliſh and French cargoes, ſhews that we bad at 

this time little to boaſt of, and that our trade was much neg- 

Vor. II, D Let 
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National 
Alcon tent. 


who wil acquaint our amicable and honeſt King 


blood, the treaſures and the intereſt of this 


How happy (ſay they) would princes and na- 


TM GENERAL HISTORY or | 
Let us hope to find among our ſenators cor- 
dial duty and affection to his Majeſty; ſome at 

leaſt,” who in the late language of Pruſſia's mo- 
narch , will urge and urge again; That the 


* country, have been ſacrificed, to the ſupport 
« of-a diſtreſſed and ungrateful court.” Some, 


with the wholeſome, and animated advice of the 
French parliament to their miſguided Sovereign: 


“tions be, if truth alone had only the privilege 


to approach the throne! perſons league toge- 


« ther to deceive their Monarch. They ſhew 


< him things in the light, which ſins their own 


% views. 
„The prince immured 6 the — ai 
«© cerns not himſelf the truth; he only knows 


« what they relate. Employ ments are given men 


& unworthy his pteſence, and others diſmiſſed 
s whom. he ought to retain. In ſpite of innate 
„integrity, in ſpite. of all his precautions, the 


| << beſt of princes is betrayed! he becomes the 


<« ſport and the victim of men, who conceal or 
« adulterate truth] your parliament, Sire, owe 
6 you. this valuable truth, ſo rare, ſo much a 
« ſtranger in palaces : and they preſent it without 
« fear, How criminal would not your parlia- 
beet ment be, if at this juncture they nine it! 


t See the King of Pruſſia's motives for preventing the de- 
Gens: of the court of Vienna. s * 


. perhaps 
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10 19545 it never was more neceſſary to „nn A. P. 
<« without reſerve. This is the object of the moſt TRE 
humble and moſt reſpectful remonſtrance, we 
*. have the honour to bring to the foot of your 

4 throne.” But though the meaſure of evil 
is nearly full, let us yet hope that the time will © © 
ſoon: arrive, in which thoſe gentlemen, by whoſe 
erring conduct, our calamities are brought upon 
us, will, rather than ſee the ruin complete, have 

| pity on the public weal, and fave the finking 
bark. Let us require this, the leaſt of 'repara-. 
tion, and the mildeſt of requeſts, that they will 
now become atoning volunteers for themſelves and | 

- their country, in withdrawing from ſcenes of buſi- : 
neſs, to inactive ſolitude, that by their councils 
and influence, they may no longer. interrupt the 
ſucceſs of our arms, or farther diſgrace the dig- 
. name and annals 7 chis once Yitorious 
land: 

Let Minorca wil Anke oppreſſive taxes, 
and a complaining people, the nation's debt, and 

_ declining credit, private intereſt, 'and general ſafety, 
the approaching ſeſſions, and the expiring year, 
all remind and leſſon them to obey the precept. 
Then may we hope to ſee victory wait upon our 
arms, and peace, in a little time, reach out her 
olive- branch, plenty diſplay her horn, and glory, ä 
honour and happineſs, adorn our iſle. 

In the midft of this national diſcontent the ad- The Ca- 
vices from Germany increaſed our fears: The i 
Empreſs of Ruſſia affected to be highly diſcon- Great Bri- 
9 with the treaty his Britannic Majeſty latelß 

D 2 made 


62 Tux GENERAL HISTORT or 
A. D. made with the King of Pruſſia, without her know- 
* ledge or her miniſters. She went fo far as to give 

| it far the reaſon of renouncing the late treaty * 

Renounces with Great Britain. And accordingly {he rejected 

her treaty. the tender of the firſt payment of the ſtipulated 

Accedes ſuhſidies. Not only fo, but her Czariſh Majeſty 

ty with acceded publickly to the treaty of Verſailles ; and 

France. put thoſe very troops in motion to execute the 
| ſchemes laid down by the whole confederacy 

againſt the King of Pruſſia, which Great Britain 
had agreed to take into her ſervice ” in order to 
prevent foreign, eſpecially French, troops enter- 

The Em- ing into Germany. And the motions of the King 

preſeQueen of Pruſſia, and his ſudden and extraordinary mili- 

her forces. tary diſpoſitions obliged the Empreſs Queen 0 
aſcemble a more conſiderable body of troops, to be 
| ready at all events againſt a ſurprize; who com- 

Endea- Plained, by her miniſters at foreign courts, That 

eculpace ber good intentions had been miſrepreſented, as 

* if the friendly alliance lately concluded between 

— with her Majeſty the Empreſs Queen and his moſt 

France. Chriſtian Majeſty, contained ſecret articles, 'cal- 

culated for the total ſuppreſſion of the Proteſtant 
religion, and to influence the election of a King 

- Accuſesthe Of the Romans, and that, upon ſuch falſe ſug- 

1 geſtions, there had been a propoſal made for a 

an, Kis league of the proteſtant courts againſt the houſe 

of Auſtria. £560 
This declaration from the Empreſs Queen was 


anſwered both by the King of Great Britain, in 


u See page 135 and 204. „ Ibid. 
2 - quality 


ran LATE WAR! * 33 

quality of Elector of Hanover, and the King of A. D. 

Pracht: by their reſpective miniſters at the Diet W 
of the Empire. 

His Britannic Majeſty, in quality of Eletor King of 
of Hanover or Brunſwick Lunenburg, anſwered, =" _ 
«© That he had, with great ſurprize, heard that 
ſome people had affected to put a wrong con- 
ſtruction upon the object of the treaty of friend- 
ſhip, which he concluded ſome time ago with 
the King of Pruſſia, and that they have even en- 
deavoured to repreſent it, as a matter wherein the 
ſtate of religion was concerned; that nevertheleſs | 
the whole Empire was ſenſible, he has always 
made it a rule to ſupport the rights of each, with- 

out any diſtinction of perſons z to maintain juſtice; 
to enforce the execution of the laws and conſti- 
tutions of the Empire to protect its liberties and 
the public peace z and to contribute to keep up 
in the Germanic body ſuch a ſyſtem, as appeared 
moſt conducive to its ſafety. That in conſequence 
of theſe principles, he had neglected nothing 
that might moſt effectually tend to the ſupport 
of the houſe of Auſtria, even to the being ready 
to ſacrifice all that was in his power. That the 
differences which had riſen berween Great Britain 
and France, about their poſſeſſions in America, 
having given birth to a deſign in the latter power, 
to attack the Electoral dominions of the houſe of 
Brunſwick Lunenburg; which was ſufficiently 
known, by as little care they took ta make” a 


a See this treaty os page 256. 
"M3 — 
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A D. m yſtery of ſuch a project, ſo capable of creating 


1756. 


troubles in the Empire; his Britannic Majeſty, 


who addreſſed himſelf to the Empreſs Queen, re- 


quiring the ſuccours ſtipulated by treaties, was 


not only unable to obtain them, but at the ' fame 
time found the court of Vienna as little inclined 


to grant another requeſt, altogether as reaſonable; 
which was to employ her good offices towards 


altering 7 the diſpoſitions. of! ſuch of the ſtates of 
the Empire, as, through indifference, ſeemed to 


favour, in ſome meaſure, that intended invaſion. 


That his Britannie Majeſty: thereby, found himſelf 
under a neceſſity of coneluding an alliance with 


the King of Pruſſia, for the ſecurity of their re- 


ſpective dominions, as alſo for preſerving peace 
and tranquility in the Empire; protecting the 


ſyſtem eſtabliſhed therein, and defending the rights 
and privileges of the members of the Germanic 
body; without any prejudice to either of the reli- 
gions, exerciſed in the Empire 3; the contracting 


parties having had no views in that treaty, but 


ſuch as were n aca an * ſaly- 
tary: objects. 

„That while matters ood thus; the world tis 
ſurpriſed with the unexpected event of the treaty 
of alliance, which her Majeſty, - the Empreſs 


Queen, had been pleaſed to conclude with a po- 
tentate, who, for above two centuries paſt, has 


diſmembered the moſt conſiderable provinces of 
the Empire; has attacked and invaded her Arch- 
ducal houſe; has fomented troubles and diviſions 
in * and has made ſuch means ſubſer- 


vient 


% ,n r 3 
vient to her own ambitious. views, by ahaha 4 
whatever lay convenient for her: that the incon- 
veniences and dahgers, which this new treaty 
- muſt neceſſarily be productive of, will, in time, 
be made manifeſt ; and that as the thing is not 
of - ſuch a nature, as to require that one ſhould bj 
any longer make a myſtery- of it, his Britannic 
Majeſty has thought proper to explain - himſelf 
clearly on this head, in order to diſſipate the pre- 
judices, which may have been created by _ 
ideas and ſuggeſtions.” 31 at: | 1. | 
Soon after thjs declaration, made! by: his B- Kin 
tannic Majeſty, the King of Pruſſia made his alſo, ale 1 
beginning with *-his ſurprize to hear the Em- meaſures to 


prevent a 


preſs Queen endeavouring to perſuade the public, war. 

that he was the aggreſſor, and given occaſion for 

the great military preparations making in her do- 
minions. To diſcover the falſity of which charge, 

ſaid he, it will ſuffice to obſerve the points of 

time when the motions e the forces of each 

party began. 

lt is notorious, added "has Sb that 

the court of Vienna began her armaments in Bo- | 

hemia, and; Moravia in the beginning of June, 

ſoon. after ſigning the treaty with France, and at 

a time, when neither the Empreſs Queen, nor 

any of her allies, had any ground to apprehend 3 

ſurprize. That his Pruſſian Majeſty had greater 

reaſon to be attentive to theſe diſpoſitions, as he 

received: advice, at the ſame time, of the march 

of a conſiderable body of Ruſſians towards Cour- 

land: and that thofe diſpoſitions had determined 

D 4 3 
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A. D. him to detach a few regiments into Pomerania; 
7756. „ich orders to halt, as ſoon as he ſhould hear that 
the Ruſſians had marched back. That the pre- 
ſent armaments could not be afcribed, with any 
ſort of grace, to this motion of the Pruffian 
forces; becauſe the march of a body of Pruſſians 

into Pomerania ought naturally to give the court 
of Vienna no more umbrage, than the march of 
f ſome Auſtrian regiments towards VO” could 
give the King of Pruſſia,” | 
That while the preparations 45 war were car- 
rying on with the utmoſt vigour in Bohemia and 
Moravia, his Pruſſian Majeſty contented himſelf 
wich putting his fortreſſes in Silefia/into a poſture 
of defence, againſt a ſudden attack, and march - 
ing ſome regiments towards his provinces in Weſt- 
pPhalia. That to that very day he had not ſent a 
ſingle regiment into Sileſia; that no garriſon had 
marched out to take the field; no camp had been 
formed, neither had there been any motion made 
towards the territories of the Empreſs Queen, 
Thar he could appeal for the truth of theſe facts, 
to the court of Vienna itſelf; which in its circu- 
lar letter alledged only uncertain reports, that 
had been confuted by the event, for no camps 
have been formed, nor pitched on, upon the bor- 
ders of Bohemia or Moravia, as the Empreſs 
Queen enn the Was nn n would 
be. 
(1061 That notwirhſtacding the King of Profle's 
pacific conduct, the Empreſs Queen had conti- 
nued her armaments, — troops to march 
from 
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from her moſt diſtant provinces, ad te d A. b. 
formidable army in Bohemia and Moravia. That 1756. 


in ſuch à critical juncture, when the court of 
Vienna was ſtirring up all the powers in Europe 
againſt the King, calumniating his proceedings, 
and giving bad interpretations to his moſt inno- 
cent meaſures; when offenſive meaſures were taken 
againſt him; and the court of Vienna was amaſ- 


ſing warlike ſtores and provifions in Moravia and 


Bohemia, making powerful armaments and form- 
ing camps of 80,000 men in its dominions : when 
lines of Hungarians and Croatians were poſted on 
the frontiers of Sileſia, and camps were marking 
out on the King's limits: when peace reſembled 


were quiet, and not à tent pitched on their ſide : 
the King of Pruſſia thought it was time for him 
to break ſilence; and theſe military motions ob- 
liged bim to demand of the court of Vienna, by 
his miniſter, M. de Klinggraffe, a friendly and fin- 


cere explanation, with regard to thoſe” military - 
preparations z; whether they were defigned againſt 


the King of Pruſſia? or, what were the intentions 
of her Imperial Majeſty ? But the anſwer given 
to that demand being, That in the preſent 
« jun&ure the Empreſs Queen had found it ne- 


« ceſfary to make armaments, as well for her own 
«defence, as for that of her allles, and which 


did not tend to the prejudice of any body; 


prepares 


war, whilſt, at the ſame time, the Pruſſian troops 


was ſo very ambiguous, dry and unſatisfactory, 
that it gave his Majeſty a ſuſpicion of a deſigu 
formed againſt his dominions : eſpecially as the 
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e in Bohemia and Moravia were conti- 
nued, and doubled: That, things being thus cir- 
_ OT it was natural for the King of Pruſ- 
ſia to conſult his own intereſt and fafety ; and that 
he believed, nobody could juſtly. blame him for 
taking -meaſures to ayoid being upd and 

ſhed in his own territories. . 
e further challenged. the court 2 Tong 
to point out any other object of the King of 
Pruſſia's armaments, but the defence and ſecu- 
rity of his own dominions. But that it was very 
eaſy; to diſcover ſome other views, than ſelf · de- 
fence and ſecurity in the armaments of the Im- 
perial court: and that he {ill left ic to the choice 
of the Empreſs Queen, to have peace or war. 

* The King of Pruſſa, he ſaid, being diflaciſ. | 

fied with the. Empreſs. Queen's. firſt anſwer, or- 


dered his miniſter to demand a categorical / expla- 


nation from that Princeſsz wherein he expreſſed 
himſelf to this effect: That if her Imperial Ma- 


jeſty's pacific intentions were really as pure and 
ſincere, as ſhe pretended, in all places, they were, 


it would be eaſy for her to convince the King of 
Pruſſia thereof: that ſhe need only give his mi · 


niſter a clear, preciſe declaration, free from all 


ambiguity and equivocation, and that would re- 
ſtore the public tranquillity. And further, that 
he was "Gs to believe, on the aſſurances, of her 
Majeſty, the Empreſs Queen, that her late treaty 


vith his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty contained no 


other articles, but what had been publiſhed; and 


that he *in himſels, from the integrity of 
her 


=> 
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her: Imperial Majeſty, that ſne would Ah A; 


project, that might be contrary to proteſtantilm'; 

but that ſhe could not be diſſatisfied to find the 
proteſtant princes upon their guard in ſuch a cti> 
tical juncture, as the preſent, when the validity 
of the act of ſecurity, given by the hereditary 
Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, for maintaining the eſta» 


bliſhed religion, is openly attacked, and a diſco- 


very has been made of the ſecret intrigues of 
Count Pergen, the Emperor's miniſter, and of 


Baron Kurtzrock, to carry off that Prince, and to 


take him from under the authority of the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel, his father, who had pub- 
licly complained thereof, but could obtain no lar 
tisfaction, &c, + 

His Pruſſian Majeſty being ready to mko the 


field at all events, ordered M. Klinggraffe to re- 


preſent to the Empreſs Queen, That after his 
maſter had diſſembled, as long as he thought con- 
ſiſtent with his ſafety and his glory, the bad de- 
ſigns, imputed to the Empreſs, he could not ſuf- 
fer himſelf longer to diſguiſe any thing; and that 
he had orders to inform her, That the King was 
acquainted with the offenſive projects formed, by 


the two courts, at Peterſburgh: that he knew 


they had engaged to attack him unexpectedly with 
their united force; the Empreſs Queen ſupplying 
$0,000 men, and the Czarina 120, ooo: and thar 


this deſign had been deferred hitherto, for no other 


reaſon, than the want of recruits for the Ruſſian 


175 


army, and mariners for their fleet, and the de- 


fect of corn in Livonia, neceſſary for their ſup- 
1 N Port: 
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port: that the King once more made the Empreſs 
the offer of peace or war: that if ſhe choſe peace, 
he expected a clear and formal declaration, con- 
fiſting of a poſitive aſſurance, that ſhe had no in- 


tention to attack the King either this year, or the 


next: and that he ſhould . 


dus anſwer, as a declaration of war. 


The Em- 


preſs 
een's 


rep. 


The Empreſs Queen diſdaining, as the ſaid, to 
be thus dictated to by a Prince of the Empire, 
returned a more haughty, and leſs ſatisfactory, an- 
wer, to ſo Joſt and equitable a demand, than the 
former; and in ſuch terms, as left no doubt of 
the bad intentions of the court of Vienna. She 
retorted upon the King of Pruſſia the accuſation 
of military preparations: His Majeſty the King 
of Pruſſia, ſaid ſhe, had been already employed, 
for ſome time, in all kinds of the moſt conſider- 
able preparations of war; and the moſt diſquiet- 
ing, with regard to the public tranquility; when 
on the twenty-fixch of laſt month, that Prince 
thought fit to order explanations to-be demanded 


of her Majeſty, the Empreſs Queen, upon the 


military diſpoſitions, which were making in her 


dominions, and which had not been reſolved 


upon, till after all the preparations, which his 


Pruſſian Majeſty had already made.” She appeal- 


ed for the truth of theſe facts to all Europe: and 
then continued and ſaid, That her Majeſty, the 
Empreſs Queen, might have declined giving ex- 


planations upon objects, which did not require 


them; that however ſhe bad been pleaſed to do 
it, and to declare with her own mouth, to M. 
Klinggraffe, 
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him on the 26th of July, That che critical 756. 
« ſtate of public affairs made her look upon the 

« meaſures, which ſhe was taking, as neceſſary for 

« her own- ſafety, and that of her allies: and 
that, in other reſpects, they did not tend to the 

« prejudice of any one: that her Majeſty, the 

« Empreſs Queen, had undoubtedly a right to 

form what judgment ſhe pleaſed on the circum- 

10 ſtances of the times ; and that it belonged like- 

« wiſe to none but herſelf, to eſtimate; her dan- 
gers: That beſides, her declaration was ſo clear, 

c that ſhe could never have it imagined, that it 

t could be thought. otherwiſe: That being ac- 

« cuſtomed to receive, as well as to practiſe, the at- 

„ tentions, Which ſovereigns owe to each ather, 

% ſhe could not hear without aſtoniſhment, and 
the juſteſt ſenſibility, the contents of the memo- 

« rial preſented ” by M. Klinggraffe: That this 

„ memorial was fuch, both as to the matter, and 
the expreſſions, that her Mazeſty, the Empreſs 

* Queen, would find herſelf under a neceſſity to 
0 tranſgreſs the bounds of that moderation, which 
<* ſhe had preſcribed herſelf, were ſhe to anſwer (| 
the whole of the contents. But nevertheleſs, | 
«© ſhe was pleaſed, in anſwer thereunto, to declare, 
That the informations, given to his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, of an offenſive: alliance againſt him, 
between her Majeſty the Empreſs Queen, and 
* her Majeſty the Empreſs of. Ruſſia, as alſo, 


7 On the 20th of Joly, 


A» 
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A. D. * all the circumſtances and pretended ſtipulations 
756. 4 of the ſaid alliance, were abſolutely falſe and 
invented; and that no ſuch treaty againſt his 
4 Pruflian Majeſty did exiſt, or ever had exiſted: 
and concluded with retorting the dreadful events 

4 of the war upon his Pruſſian Majeſty.“ 
The moment his Pruſſian Majeſty was adviſed 
of this conduct and reſolution of the court of 
King of of Vienna, he gave orders for his troops to enter 
troops or- Saxony z determined, if he was obliged to enter 
= to into a war, to remove the calamities thereof, as 
far from his own dominions, into dle —_ 

country, as he poſſibly could. 

When this vigorous ſtep had ſhewn the gen 
Queen that he was reſolved not to be trifled with; 
the King of Pruſſia, hoping that his readineſs for 
a war, and his immediate taking the field, might 
bring her to a better ſenſe and diſpoſition, he once 
King of more applied by his miniſter at Vienna, with a 
is promiſe to recall his forces; provided ſhe would 


ultimate 


attempt to e declare that his dominions ſhould not be 


prevent a 


War. invaded. But this was productive of no better 


effect than his former demands. He accordingly 
proceeded with his army. 
Remake Let us ſtop a moment, and duly weigh the 
om nah anſwer given by the Empreſs Queen to the demand 
by the En Em- of the King of Pruſſia; to which the King did 
{the R ing aſcribe the neceſſity of- having recourſe to arms; 
as and on which was ane flames of a long and 
bloody war. 
The Empreſs Queen 8 to all Europe for 
the truth of certain fats, to 2 ſhe affixes a 


I primary 
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primary hoſtile intention, diſpoſition and prepara- A. D. 


tion in the King of Pruſſia. Theſe facts amount 
to no more than the march of four regiments of 
Pruffians into Pomerania, on advice that the 
Ruſſians were very numerous and in motion upon 
the frontiers of that part of his'dominions, in the 


trefles of that country, into a ſtate of defence. 

Which is a moſt weak fact or reaſon to be aſſigned 
for the aſſembling 80,000 Auſtrians in Bohemia 
and Moravia; though it is here taken up to palliate 
the bad intentions of the court of Vienna. The 
King of Pruſſia did alſo ſend three regiments of 
foot from Weſtphalia to Halberſtadr, when he 
learned, that the Auſtrian army was aſſembled in 
Bohemia. But he did not order a ſingle regiment 
into Sileſia ; keeping his troops quiet in their garri- 
ſons, without horſes and other neceſſaries for an 


army, which is to encamp, or preparing for an in- 


vaſion, that he might avoid every thing, that could 
give umbrage to the court of Vienna. | 
However the Auſtrians having cauſed another 


camp to'be marked out near a town, named Hot- 


zenplotz, on a ſpot of ground laying between the 


fortrefles of Neiſſe and Coſel, and their army in 
Bohemia making diſpoſitions to occupy the camp 
of Jaromits, within four miles of Sileſia; the 
King of Pruſſia thought it time to take ſuch ſteps 
towards providing for his own ſafety and ſapporting 


his dignity, as in wiſdom, good policy and power 


he was able: whereby his Majefty was ſo far from 
* the imputation of any offenſive intention 
againſt 


month of June: and his orders alſo to put the for- | 


1736. 
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againſt the Houſe- of Auſtria, that, it is evident, 
he contented - himſelf with negociating, while 
the Empreſs Queen was diligently and vigorouſly 
arming againſt him; and that his military prepa- 


| rations were only in conſequence of, and far from 


being equal to, thoſe of the Auſtrians, 80 that 
the appeal to facts, on which the court of Vienna 


laid fo. much ſtreſs, recoils with greater force 


againſt themſelves, and ſets their ill deſigns in a 


much fuller light. 


Where her Imperial Majeſty aſſerts that the had 
given the Pruſſian reſident a clear declaration in 
anſwer to his memorial, it is very evident, that it 
was impoſſible from thence to underſtand who were 
meant by her allies, threatned with war? For, it 
could not be thought, that the King of Pruſſia 
would be ſo weak, as to attack either France, ot 
Ruſſia, with only the four regiments ſent into 
Pomerania. Or, is it very clear, that the Em- 
preſs Queen would not attack Pruſſia, by ſaying, 
ſhe did not intend to prejudice any body. His 
Majeſty only deſired that he might, by name, be 
aſſured to reign unmoleſted by her arms: and as 


| ſhe refuſed to give him that aſſurance, her declara- 


tion was not clear, and he was juſtified to take 
ſuch meaſures, as he was able, to defend himſelf, 
and to put it out of the power of UNGER 
hurt him. 

But the Empreſs 8 condeſcendech wo de- 


 clare, That all the circumſtances and ſtipulations 


of the alliance with Ruſſia, pretended to be de- 


ſtructive to Pruſſia, were abſolutely falſe and in- 
vented, 


P 


bn L A TE WA R. 65 
vented. . To be ſure this is a clear or direct accuſ- 4. D. 
ing the King of Pruſſia of aſſerting a falſhood, *75* 
and a fiction of his owns 1. But ĩt is to be feared, 
that, notwithſtanding this /jaccuſation or declara- 
tion comes from the mouth of an Empreſs Queen, 
it will be found to carry in it an equivocation or 
mental reſervation unbecoming the meaneſt ſub- 
ject. If we examine this clauſe upon circumſtan · 
ces only, it will be found that there was certainly 
a concert or conſpiracy between the two Empreſſes, 
againſt ſome body. In the beginning of June the 
Ruſſian troops approached the frontiers of Pruſſia. 
An army of 70, ooo men was formed in Livonia, 
at the ſame time the Auſtrians aſſembled in Bo- 
hemia, under the name of an army of obſerva- 
tion: and when the Ruſſian troops received orders 
to return into their quarters, not being able to 
march forward for want of corn; the Auſtrian 
camps were alſo put off till next year. But his 
Pruſſian Majeſty had more ſubſtantial proofs of 
the conſpiracy formed between Auſtria, Ruſſia, 
and Saxony againſt his perſon and dominions; a 
conſpiracy, that had been forging ever ſince the 
Yor SBP. 27 Bi 7 bonildo bn 57 on ects 

His Pruſſian Majeſty had in his own poſſeſſion 
moſt authentic proofs of their treaties, at that 
very time, he ordered his reſident at Vienna. to 
intimate his knowledge of thoſe dangerous prac- 
tices between the two Empreſſes and Saxony, for 
his ruin; which ſhall appear in their proper place; 


* See Vol, I. page 262, 263, 264. | 
by. > * but 
3 | | 
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A. DPD. but he would have been contented to hear the 
1750. eourt of Vienna reduced to the neceſſity of deny- 
ing projects, whith' could do no honbur to their 
modderation ; and te ſtave off a bloody and ex- 
penſive war, with a promiſe not 10 _ a 
. bee or in the next year. 
This requeſt,” not to be moleſted for too yen; 
by one, chat had # right to claim the ſeeurity of 
prace by the faith 6f treaty, he had not violated, 
and was deſirous to keep, was far from being im- 
pertinent of imperious; and it was the moſt effen- 
tial artiele in the memorial. It was a matter of 
right; and a condition, without which war muſt 
| rertaiily commence : yet this is the preciſe article 
to which no manner of anſwer was given. A 
filence, that ſufficiently diſcovers the ws inten- 
25 reer ivrerg $7) 

Endea- Thus, the {court of Vienna, by Oo: _ 
make the diſdainful anſwers, endeavoured to provoke "the 
King of Pruſſan monarch to ſeek for ſafety by the way of 
aggreſſor, ar tns ; in order (as we have ſeen in the conduct of 
France towards Great Britain) to find a pretext to 
throw the breach of faith upon him. And he 
was, in the end, obliged to act in an hoſtile cha- 
racter: but neither Pruſſia, nor Great Britain, 
can be deemed aggreſſors, where ſtates or poten- 
£ tates are detected in hoſtile practices or intrigues, 

Ancer the ſecurity of the ſacred name of peace. 
bl. 0 25 e Wo wi F POWs ST, | The 
a By depreſſion is underſtood every act, which is diametri- 
cally oppoſite. to the. ſenſe. of a treaty of peace. An offenſive 


9 ö | | e the — up of enemies, and prompting them to 
| | | make 


„UE M Tt © 
e Pruſſian army put into motion; bis Ma- A. B. 
jefty's: miniſter at Drefden demanded” a * 
audience of the King of Poland Elector of Saxony, Pi 
and delivered 'himfelf to this effect, That his TT 7 
royal maſter: che King uf Pruſha, Anchug kümtelf fi. urn 
obliged by the Empreſs Queen to attack her, and are 


Saxony. 


to march into Bohemia through the territories f 
Saxony, he accordingly in the name of the King 
of Pruſſia, demanded a paſſage through the electo- 
ral dominions of his Poliſh | Majeſty, ptomiſingg 
that they ſhould obſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline, and 
take all the care of the country, that the circum- 
ſtances would per mit ʒ and that his Polifl Majeſty 
and his royal family, might at the ſame time de- 
pend. upon being in perfect ſafety, and of having 
the greateſt reſpect paid them on the part of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty. He then added, that there 
could be no room for ſurptiſe that the King of 


1 


make war upon another power; —deſigns of invading another 
Prince's dominions ;—a ſudden itruption ;—All theſe diffe- 
rent circumſtances are fo many opgre/fions ; e 5 
only, can be properly called an H, tt. 

Whoever prevents theſe aggreſſions, may commit boftilitier; 
but is not the. aggreſor. ln the ſucceſſion· War, when the 11 
troops in Savoy were in the French army in Lombardy, the N 
Duke of Savoy made a treaty with the Emperor againſt 
France: The French diſarmed theſe troops, and carried the 
war into Piedmont: It was therefore the Duke of Savoy, 
who was the apgreſor 3 and the French who committed the 
firſt fi litten.— The league of Cambray was an egg” offion : — 
If the Venetians had, then. prevented their enemies, they 
would have committed the firſt ae bat (WHY Porn e not 
have been the gf s.. 
| PEI AN: 22 Sgtot an niche? 
hel E 2 Pruſſia 
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50 Pruſſia ſnould take ſuch meaſures, at the preſent 
* conjuncture, as might prevent a return of what 
happened in the year 1744 and that the neceſſity, 
which the King his maſter was under of acting in 
dzhis manner, could only be imputed to the calami- 
tm of che times, 2 nene en, 
of Vienna. 0 

His Polih His Poliſh Majeſty, eſo of ah, private 
Majeſty's engagements, between himſelf and the confederate 
_ and an- Empreſſes, againſt the King of Pruſſia, and of 
his own inability to diſpute the demand made by 
the Pruſſian miniſter, anſwered, That, as he 

was at peace with all the world, and under no en- 
gagement relative to the preſent object, with any 

of the powers actually at war, or with any of thoſe 
about to enter into it, he did not expect a requiſi- 
tion in the form it had been made to him, neither 
could he: conceive the end of making ſuch a de- 
claration : but that he ſhould give an anſwer upon 

this ſubject in writing, and hoped that his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, contenting himſelf with a quiet pallage, 
would neither forget the reſpect due to a ſovereign, 

nor that, which all the members of the Germanic 
body reciprocally owe to each other.” 
But, dreading the conſequences of admitting 
the army of a doubtful. friend, and of a Prince, 
who had thrown out ſufficient hints of the diſco- 
veries he had made in the negociations of the 
Saxon cabinet, to his prejudice, his Poliſh Ma- 
Aſeembles jeſty collected his whole force, with all the dili- 
nu oops, gence his circumſtances would permit, in order 
to command ſome Te and, at leaſt, to make 
7 | ſome 


order that the King of Poland might appoint com- 


|; US. * 


ſome "and": a lt the worſt attempts, till 155 1 2 
confederates Wade ſend him ſuch relief, as the 


eu of his diſtreſs and of their common cauſe 


Theſe troops, already raiſed,” as the 
Küng of Proflia had intelligence, to favour the de- 
ſigns of -the high contracting powers againſt bis 


Majeſty, were ordered to fortify themſelves” in 


che ſtrong fortreſs of Fina. N | 

' In the mean time his Poliſh Majeſty e 0 A Gives a 
written anſwer to be delivered to M. de Malzahn, 9 
which declared, That his Majeſty the King bf 5 mg of 
Poland, defiring nothing more ardently than the — | 
peace of the Roman Empire, was extremely dif- 
pleaſed to hear of the differences between the 
Houſe of Auſtria and Brandenburgh, ſo as to oc- 
caſion the march of the Pruſſian troops into Bo- 


hemia: but that he did not refuſe the requiſition 


of a paſſage for theſe troops through His domi- 


nions, provided they did no damage in their 
march; and that his Poliſh Majeſty did rely for 
this, and that the Pruſſian troops ſhould obſerve 
a ſtrict diſcipline, upon the declaration of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty.” He further ſaid, That he 
expected his Pruſſian Majeſty ſhould previouſly ' ' '* 
make known at what time, through What place, 
and in what numbers, his troops were to paſß, in 


miſſaries, and give them inſtructions how to di- 
rect the troops in their march : that he h. oped his 


Pruſſian Majeſty, as a friend and good neighbour, | 
would pay a regard to the bad ſituation. of the 


country, _ the ſcarcity. occafioned by the indif- 
as 3 - ferent 
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1 


a * n one — mand His Pruſſan Ma- 
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ferent harveſt, that year; that he would cauſe 

ready money. and a market price to he paid by his, 
troops for exery. thing, his. troops/might want 3 
and that he would det heir ſtay be as ſnort as poſs. 
ſible,” 1 „Tben his Polih Majeſty conteſied his ſur- 
prize at his Eruſſian | Majeſty's obſerving} in his 
det laration, that che reflection. of hat happened 
in the year 1744 ſhould, occaſion his taking mea · 


ſures againſt the lie events ; the difference of the 
ſſitation of affairs, at that time and chis, being very 
erat. For che King gf Poland has the ſtrongeſt 


reaſons to keep ſteadraſtly to the treaty of Dreſden 


in gonfarmiry 1c which be  aſlidyouſly applied 


himself 10. cultivate the friendſhip of the neigh- 
bouring powers, and that upon this principle he 


flagtered himſclf, that the King of Pruſſia would 


ref}; ſatisfied. of bis inrention not to, 1gke amp part in 
the. differences bat, have. arijen between, bis. Pruſſian 
Mayes he Empreſs, Queen.z which, he had, als 
ready; ſeveral times declared to the Pruſſian mini- 
ſter, and did confim by theſę preſeats : conclud- 


ing, that ſuch ſtrong aſſurances, as theſe, ought 


to ſatisfy the King of Pruſſia, and prevent his 
iring any thing of his Poliſh Myeſty, or his 


| 9 55 contrary. to the. liberty of a prince of the 


Empire, or that ſhould oblige bim to have te- 
courle do the Germanic body and the guarantees 
of the treaties. of the peace, for the due execu- 
tion of thoſe treatieg , The 


ee "This dicharition \ was kent to the King of Pruſſia by Lord 
Stormont, che Britiſh miniſter, accompanied by the Count 


zeſty 
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The. inſincerity and fallacy of chis keen 
was too palpable, to eſcape the diſcernment. of bis... 


Pruſſian Majeſty , already i in poſſeſſion of the- real — 1 by Ky 


intentions, and inimical agreement of the cpurt {7 


of dr with che ge W 785 do e 


124 


Bae mY ſuch, that 5 would Paige a 
continual inlet for the confederates, and a barrier 4 


againſt bis Pruſſian, Majeſty's attempts upon Bo- 
hemia : ſo chat by ſeizing; upon Saxony, his Ws 
zeſty, got clear af an almoſt domeſtic foe; ope 

a,ready way igto Bohemia 4, and, ſecured, 4 - 


jefty received them very politely; Heard their propoſals,” and 
told them, That he heartily wiſhed the King of Poland 
would confirm theſe ſentiments by his actions: That he de- 
| fired nothing more, than the neutrality propoſed to his Polifh | 
- Majeſty ; but chat in order to render that neutrality more ſe- 

cure and lefs liable to variation, it would be proper for his 
| Patif Majeſty to ſeparate his army, and to ſend the troops 
he had aſſembled at Pirna, back into quarters ; and that, 
after he had given this proof of his upright intentions, he 
himſelf would take a pleaſure, by an equal condefcenfion, in 
ſhewing an equal diſpoſition to give real marks of his friend- 
ſhip for his Poliſh” Majeſty, and to concert with bim, what 


meaſures might be proper to be taken, according 46 the fitun- 
tion of affairs. 


E 4 9 treat 


AD, 
1756. 


— ddeſigis of Praffiz.” he 
| "+ firſt dbje&, t Mee! det to Ae | 


to diſarm 
theSaxons. 


boch 4 ftustion, as might diſable em Fo \ 
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+ before his invader to a camp between Firth 
889 Konigſteig, entrencheg, and Provided with f 
4 ; 

. 7 7 train of artillery; dectned impregnable{ 


San And in an beten the King. of 


| Poland- towards, Pruſſia; and that finding by the dem, 


en bp old 38 eren 


3 


oy — 


treat in den of a baun de Be that . it will; 
the fate of Saxon — e to e the 


9 2 


Saxon troops, already formed in in'a Say. th 
their King at their head, he was to dtive them iti 


action, or from joining either the Auſtrians o 
Ruffians,. in-.cafe” of an attempt, from either, or 


both of (thoſe Powerez to ſucecur and reſcue te 
Eing of Poland; as he had reaſon to expett UI 
be dope, In tine expettation the King of Polknd, 


1 5 two ſons, Xaverius and Charles“, Pete 
Dteſden, ab 6 place the Falk enable," and 


and the only place in nis electorate to make a fla 
againſt a formiduble enemy, and to preferve 4 | 
communication wit his ally the Queen of Hans 


* . 
264 1 


= q The Queen and the rel of the Oe * | 


when no enemy appeared, to require, ſ ſach an armament, giv 
great reaſon to ſuſpect the pacik, intentions of. the King 


made by che. Froſſian reſident Ac Vienna, chat the intri 


and qgreement pf Saxony to bis prejudices Were diſcoveredy 
the King of Pol; , conſcious of bis wn guilt, had taken 
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proceeded. with his operations. He entered Sax · 

ony at the head of an army powerful enough to 

drive his Poliſh Majeſty from his capital; which, 

at all events, he was reſolved to get into his poſ- 

ſeſſion, it being the only place to find the ori- 

ginals of thoſe copies he had obtained, of the 

confederacy againſt him; and he arranged the 

reſt of his troops in ſuch a manner, as to give 

no ſuſpicion of their real deſtination to favour his 

deſigns upon the fortreſs of Pirna: his chief com- 

manders themſelves not being truſted with any 

more than a een tor their mo- 

tions. 

71 Thus, while che main We was ic in Meaſures 
be ſurpriſe of Dreſden, and reducing the open 40k reg 
37 country, and the untenable places, to the Pruſſian P*ſes B. 

| dominion ;' two conſiderable armies were formed hemia, &c. 
in Upper and Lower Sileſia, to occupy the paſſes 
communicating with the circles of Bunczlaw and 

Konigin-Gratz : beſides. another body aſſembled 

at Glatz. By which means he could cover Sileſia 

from any attempts made by the Auſtrians ; and he 

could advance into Bohemia, without interruption, 

in caſe he found it neceſſary to meet the enemy on 

their own territories ; one of which ſeemed to be 

the moſt probable intention of his Pruſſian Ma- 

jeſty : but this diſpoſition was no more than a 

piece of good generalſhip, to keep the enemy 

fixed upon a wrong and diſtant object, while his 

Majeſty gained time to carry his main deſign into 

execution. So that, when Prince Ferdinand of 

Brunſwick, entruſted with the command of the 

| forces 


= 


_ 
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4. P. forces upon the frontiers ef Bahemia, was ad- 
56” ue ee Eins Kugel, and bot before, he. had 

inſtructions to turn off, and to take the rout of 
Leipſic: and when be had got poſſeſſion of this 
city, he received further orders, to continue his 
march along the Elbe, to get behind Pirna, to 

To cut off cut off the avenues through which the Saxon 

ace army was ſupplied with prov iſions, and to attempt 


mication 


with the every thing to diſtreſs and ſnut the Saxons up, 
camp. and to prevent their junction with, and their re- 
| lief from the Auſtrians. All which chat prince 
performed in the moſt preciſe and effectual man- 
ner, for the ſervice of his royal maſter. 

Kingof + When the King of Pruffia entered the Saxon 
Proto  territory,/he publiſhed a manifeſto, * pleading the 
-" neceſſity, to which he was driven by the equivocal 
conduct and dangerous views of the court of Vi- 
enna, for taking ſuch à diſagreeable reſolution to 
enter the hereditary dominions of his Poliſh Ma- 
jeſty, Elector of Saxony, with an armed force: 
and at the ſame time proteſting, in the preſence 
of God and man, that nothing ſhould have in- 
duced him to take ſuch a ſtep againſt a Prince, for 
whom he had che greateſt perſona]l reſpect and 
friendſhip, had he not been forced thereunto by 
the laws of war, the fatality of the preſent com - 
binations, and the neceſſity of providing for the 
defence of his own dominions. He then pur the 
Saxons in mind of his tenderneſs towards their 
Sovereign, in the year 1744, and remonſtrated 
againſt thoſe councils, which engaged him to fa - 
your the enemies of Pruſſia: adding, that it was 


from 


„% Pr OY 


/ 
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from the apprehenſions of being expoſed again to 1 De. 
their intrigues, . he was; compelled to purſue ſuch 
meaſures. for his own ſafety, as prudence had 
dictated : but at the ſame time, he affirmed, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that he entertained no 
hoſtile intention. againſt, his Poliſh Majeſty, or any 
of his dominions: that his troops did not enter 
Saxony as enemies, being under command to ob- 
ſerve the beſt order and moſt exact diſcipline: and 
concluded with proteſtations of his ardent wiſhes 
for the happy moment, in which he might reſtore 
the public tranquility, and his Poliſh Majeſty's 
hereditary dominions, which he was obliged to 
ſize by way of pledge for his own ſafety “ 

At Leipſic Prince Ferdinand apologized for his Prince Fer- 
hoſtile viſit, by another declaration or manifeſto, dna: 
« which promiſed, in the name of his Pruſſian — 3 
Majeſty, 0 conſider and defend the Saxons, 22 : U 
if they were his own ſubjects; and he aſſured 
them, That he had given preciſe orders for his 
troops to obſerve exact diſcipline,” But the ſe- 
verity, wich which che following reſolutions of 
theſe viſitors, under the name of friends, were 
attended, ſoon convinced them, that his Pruſſian 

| Majeſty was determined to treat that electorate in 
the ſame manner, as the dominions of an open 
enemy. 

His firſt mark of friendſhip echibined irſelf in 
an order for the inhabitants of Leipſic to provide 
his army with proviſions, at a loſing price, on pain 

of military execution. This was immediately fol- 
lowed, in the evening of the ſame day, by an or- 

I der 
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der for the payment of all taxes and cuſtoms to 


the King of Pruſſia; by ſeizing on the cuſtom- 
houſe and exciſe-office'; and by obliging the mer- 


chants to open the _—_ of corn and meal 


for the uſe of his army. 


King of 


conduct at 
Dreſden, 
towards 


the Queen. 


At Dreſden, which city had deen Jeſevivil by 
the King of Poland, and his military power; and 
was entered without oppoſition by the King of 
Pruſſia; an officer was ordered by his Majeſty to 
wait upon the Queen of Poland, with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of reſpect and fecurity for her perſon 
and family; but ſoon after he returned with a 
peremptory demand for the keys of her huſband's 
royal archives, cahinets and treaſures To which ſhe 


was at" laſt forced to ſubmit, notwithſtafiding her 


| Ereas " 
pew admi- 
niſtration, 


utmoſt endeavours to divert his Pruſſian Majeſty 
from ſuch a violent and unprecedented action, un- 


der the roof of her own palace. His Majeſty 


ordered the fortifications of Wirtemberg to be 


blown up; and Torgau to be fortified, at which 


place he eſtabliſned the ſeat of government un- 
der a Pruſſian miniſtry : for the fame officer, 
who demanded the keys of her Poliſn Majeſty, 
acquainted the miniſters of ſtate and members of 
the council, that the King of Pruſſia ſhould have 
no occaſion for their ſervice, but would appoint 
proper perſons to fill, and diſcharge the duties of 


their * and offices. Baron Wyllech was ap- 


fAll offices for public buſineſs, belonging to the Pruſſian 
army, are eſtabliſhed here. The caſh and treaſure of the 
army was kept here, and this was the place where cantribu- 
tions and duties of all kinds were ordered to be paid. 
pointed 
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pointed the Pruſſian governor of Dreſden; he 1 
made priſoners of all the Saxon officers found in 1 5 
that city, and obliged them to ſwear not to ſerve — 
againſt the King his maſter, before they could be 9" fcers 
releaſed; and he tranſported down the Elbe to tary impli- 
Magdeburgh all the artillery, arms and other mi- 8 
litary ſtores, which had been privately laid up in 
the arſenals and magazines of the capital. 

The King of Pruſſia, keeping his eye ſtill prin- His head 
cipally upon the military power of Saxony, which * 
had cooped themſelves up juſt in the ſituation he 
hoped to find them, fixed his head quarters at 
Seidlitz, about half a German league from the 
Saxon camp at Pirna; fo as to be at hand to in- Advanta- 
tercept all convoys of proviſions for that camp, — — 
and to favour the operations, with which he had his troops. 
charged Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, who, as 
obſerved before, had marched along the Elbe, and 
formed a chain with the royal army, that ex- 
tended on the right towards the frontiers of Bo- 
hemia, ſeized the paſſes, that lead to the circles of 
Satzer and Leutmeritz in that kingdom, where 
Prince Ferdinand took poſt without reſiſtance. 

Such was the diſtreſs of the Saxons, when his King of _ 
Poliſh Majeſty applied, in a memorial addreſſed Piguet 
to all the courts in amity with Saxony, for redreſs, dran 
which was couched much in the ſame ſtile and memorial 
manner, as that addreſſed to their High Mighti- ol 
neſſes, by the Saxon miniſter at the Hague. | ceedingg- 

Jo repreſent to you, high and mighty Lords, 
ea ſtate free, tranquil and neuter, invaded by 
« an enemy, who covers himſelf under the name 


£6 of 


. places, ſuch as Wirtemburgh; fortifies others, 
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« of friendſhip who. without alledging the leaſt 
complaint, or any pretenſions whatſoever z, but 
s governing . himſelf, ſolely by his conveniency, 
4 makes himſelf maſter, by armed force, of all 
„the towns, and even of the capital; diſmantles 


6 ſuch as Torgau: this is but a feeble ſketch of 


"<« the oppteſſions under which the faithful ſub- 


<« jets of his Majeſty groan; the burghers diſ- 
« armed; the magiſtrates carried off to ſerve as 
< hoſtages for the unjuſt and enormous contri- 
<« butions for proviſions and forage :: the public 


©. coffers ſeized, the revenues of the Electorate 


« confiſcated ; the arſenals of Dreſden, of Leip- 
« ſic, of Weiſenfels and of Zeiſt broke open, the 
6“ artillery and the arms plundered and tranſported 


© to Magdeburg yet all theſe were no more than 


4 preliminaries to the unheard of indignity offered 


to the Queens whoſe, virtues alone ought to 
ce have commanded reſpect from her very ene- 


<« mies. It was from the ſacred hands of that 
wa Princeſs the archives of . ſtate were forced, by 
e menaces and violence; notwithſtanding the ſe- 
e curity, which her Majeſty might promiſe to 


«© herſelf,. under the protection of all laws human 


„and divine; and notwithſtanding the reiterated 
c aſſurances given to her in the name of the King 


The deputies, that went from Leipfic to Prince Ferdi- 


| nand's head quarters, were eondutted to Torgau, and there 


detained, as ſecurity for the obedience of the regency of 
Leipſic, and for the en of the duties and contributions 


« of 


of that cy. 


_— — RX —_— 


and tyrannical condu of his Pruſſian Majeſty 
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of Pruſſia, that not only her perſom and reſi- A. B. 
«. dence ſhould be abſolutely ſafe; but that even 7886. 


« the Pruſſian garriſon ſhould be under her or- 


« ders.“ | | | 
This auguſt and tender mother of her faith- 
ful ſubjects, who, to make a ſacrifice to the 
« happineſs of the Saxons, had remained at Dreſ- 
© den, expected, in the midſt of tumult, to go- 
<« yern in ſecurity the ſtates of her auguſt conſort, 
« who, prompted by cares equally important, 
& had haſted away to head his army, to defend 
« his injured honour, and to give to the zeal and 
<« love of his people, what they had ground to 
« expect from the valour and firmneſs of ſo mag- 
* nanimous a Prince: But ſhe has been deceived : 
« the is not only deprived of the government; 
« the activity of the privy-council is alſo taken 
« away; and, inſtead of the legitimate govern- 


„ ment, an arbitrary directory is ſubſtituted, which 


* acknowledges no other right, but its own 

« will, &c.” FU ; 
Whatever advantages his Pruſſian Majeſty gained 1 dt. 

over the confederates againſt him, by this forcible 


puſh to diſarm Saxony, and by treating a country 
with the rigour of martial power, which had given 
him no viſible cauſe of complaint; the King of 


Poland, Elector of Saxony, by inſiſting upon his 
own innocence, and the natural right he had 
to the protection of the laws of nations, from an 


invader of his dominions in time of profound 


peace; and by expatiating upon the perfidious 


and 
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A. D. and his officers, raiſed the attention of all Europe, 

1756. and furniſhed thoſe, who were moſt. deſirous. to 
break with Pruſſia, with a laudable motive to arm 
in defence of diſtreſſed innocence and injured Ma- 
jeſty. Even thoſe, who wiſhed well to the Pruſ- 
ſian hero could ſcarce reconcile his conduct, on this 
occaſion, with juſtice, and ſome of his beſt friends 
diſavowed their knowledge of this expedition, and 
condemned it. 

In Eng- None were more Ge than his Britannic 
Majeſty, Elector of Hanover, Pruſſia's faithful 
ally. It was eaſy to foreſee. the + difficulties, in 
which this would embroil his Pruſſian Majeſty : 

| none of which were ſo much as ſuſpected, when 

ö the treaty between Great Britain and Pruſſia was 
ſigned d. And our King, as Elector of Hanover, 
was ſo far from being in the ſecret of this inva- 
ſion, or of the motives which the King of Pruſ- 
ſia had to ſcize upon Saxony, that he publickly 
diſavowed, and in ſome _ proteſted againſt 

that irruption, 
iy Europe, in this 0AM was immediately 
ofthe King preſented with a circular memorial, by way of 
to the Sax- reply, i in the name of his Pruſſian Majeſty ; where- 
.in it was declared. That the imputations in the 
Saxon memorial were calumnies raiſed and aggra- 
vated without truth, and without decency; that 
nothing more than the uſual taxes had been raiſed 
on the ſubjects of the Electorate, and that they 
bad been fully paid for every thing, they had fur- 


b On the 16th of Jan. 1756. | | 
niſhed: 
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niſned: that it was equally contrary to truth, A. D. 
where it was aſſertiii that the reſpect due to the 36. 
Queen was violated, by demanding of her cer- 
tam papers, the copies of which he was already 
of, bur which it became neceſſary fot 
him to have in the original, in order to prove un- 
anſwerably, the plot, that was formed to ſtrip 
him, not only of Sileſia, which the Empreſs Queen 
reſerved entirely for | herſelf ; but likewiſe of the 
dutchies of Magdebourgh and Croſſen, and the 
circles of Zollichau, Cotbus and Schwibus, which 
was the portion allotted to the King of Poland.“ 

But this was only a temporary apology, to pre- 

pare the world for thoſe unanſwerable proofs, 
which he foon after caufed to be publiſhed; and 

ſhewed both the wiſdom and juſtice of a conduct, 

ſo greatly diſapproved, at firſt, as to ſtigmatize 

him with the name of a public robber. 

The Emperor was engaged by his conſort to The Em- 
exert the utmoſt efforts of his power, to deter men | 
the Pruſſian monarch from proceeding. As head bim. 
of the Empire he iſſued a decree, admoniſhing 
and commanding him to withdraw his troops from 
Saxony, on pain of being proceeded againſt ac- 
cording to the laws of the Empire: He abſolved 
all the vaſſals of the Empire found in his ſer- 
vice from their oath of fidelity, and commanded 
them to leave the Pruſſian ſtandard. And by a 
third decree he forbade all the princes, ſtates, and 
other members of the Empire to ſuffer their ſub- 
jects to enliſt themſelves in the Pruſſian ſervice, 
or otherwiſe to give him any kind of aſſiſtance. 

Vo L. II. F He 
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He then enumerated all the violences ſet forth in 
the Saxon memorial, with Many aggravations ; 


and concludes with this remarkable clauſe, For 


«© theſe cauſes we moſt ſeriouſly command and 


1 enjoin your Majeſty, as Elector of Branden- 


4 burgh, by virtue of our Imperial dignity, and 
< the power of ſupreme judge, to deſiſt, without 
„ delay, from all rebellion, hoſtile invaſions, 


: << violences and breaches of the peace, in the 


« Electorate of Saxony, and other ſtates of the 
<« Empire ; to withdraw immediately your troops, 
% and to break up and diſmiſs your army, which 
«. is ſo dangerous to the ſtates of the Empire, 
„ and the common tranquility ; to reſtore: every 
thing that has been taken; to repair, without 
„reply or demur, all damages and -coſts, and to 


make, as ſoon as poſſible, your moſt humble 


« report of the manner, in which all this has 
been executed. As for the reſt, we ſhall forth- 
e with proceed to what is enacted by the laws of 


. * the Empire, in puniſhment of the grievous 


« crime committed by your Majeſty, as Elector 
* of Brandenburg, againſt us and the whole 
« Empire, by a rebellious -enterprize, danger- 


| 0 ous to the community, and at the ſame time 


&*;provide for the future ſecurity of all the Em- 


In thy mean time the Auſtrians attempted to 


ſupply the Saxon army at Pirna with proviſions. 


But the convoy was nden and routed by a de- 


| i Dated at Vienna, September 19, 1756. 
tachment 
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ack of Pruſſian huſſars, who carried off a 4:D/. 
conſiderable number of loaded waggons. This * 
was the firſt act of hoſtility, n the p oy 
Auſtria and Profſia, | + | 
Ihe French court, as yet, 1 no movement 

with arms, but ſpit their venom in the following 
circular reſcript to all foreign courts; in which it 
is ſaid, That his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty cannot The 
but conſider the requiſition made by the King: of — : 
Pruſſia to the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, again the 
for the paſſage of his troops through that electo- Profits. 
rate, as nothing leſs than a declaration, that he is 
determined to uſurp that, to which he has neither 
abſolute right, nor equitable claim. | 
That by this uſurpatian, committed in a time 
of profound peace, againſt the Elector of Saxony, 
at the time when that Prince relied, with un- 
ſuſpecting ſecurity, upon the faith of the treaty 
of Dreſden, and the aſſurances of friendſhip, which 
the King of Pruſſia had given him, the King of 
Pruſſia had violated the public peace, the treaty 
of Weſtphalia, all the laws and conſtitutions of 
the Empire, and every tie by which the members 
of che Germanic body are united. 

© That the eſtabliſhment of the ſyſtem formed 
by the King of Pruſſia, in concert with the court 
of Great Britain, was the moſt unjuſt, and moſt 
injurious, that can be imagined, and ſuch as left 
no room to expect, that any meaſures ſhould be 
kept with thoſe powers, either by land or ſea, 
as they had violated all . both human and 


divine. 


2 
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1 A. 93 That this conduct ought to exclude the King 
1 175% of Pruſua from all beneſit that he might receive 
1 from any defenſive alliance; and therefore his moſt 
| Chriſtian Majeſty doubts not, that the ſtates which 
j bee now in alliance with him, will think chem 
= ſelves abſolved from every obligation to afford 
| him any fuccours, and that they will aſſiſt his moſt 
Chriftian Majeſty and his allies, in every meaſure 
that may be purſued! for their mutual defence, 
the ſupport of the general intereſt of Europe, and 
the giving a proper ſanction to the mutual con 
tract by which one nation is attached to an- 
| other.” | 
Thedecla= The court of Ruſſia was more e explicit , whoſe 
_— declaration being dated September 4, 1756, at 
preſs of St. Peterſburg, a conſiderable time before they 
gainſt him. could hear of the invaſion of Saxony by the Pruſ- 
fian army, ſhews, that the diſcovery of the alliance 
againſt the King of Pruſſia was known at Pe- 
terſburg, and its conſequences apprehended ; and 
that the Czarina was prepared to march her forces 
upon the firſt alarm of an attack made upon 
any part of the confederacy : for - ſhe com- 
manded the Ruſſian miniſters reſiding at foreign 
courts to declare, That as the ſole intent of the 
preparations, which the Empreſs ordered to be 
made, laſt ſpring, was to enable her to fulfil her 
engagements with her allies, in caſe any of them 
ſnould be attacked, the preparations were ſuſpend- 
ed, both by ſea and land, as ſoon as there was 
ground to hope that that caſe would not ſoon 
happen; in order that the whole world might be 
78 | | COn- 


Wann 


. , 
. 8 
* 
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convinced that her Imperial Czariſh Majeſty was K. D. 


no leſs forward to defend her allies, when threa- 
tened with an attack, than backward to throw 
— into an alarm without an extreme neceſ- 


juſtice to the Empreſs's ſentiments, on this head 
(though he remained quiet, whilſt preparations 
were making by Ruſſia, and even ſome time after 
they had ceaſed) had all of a ſudden begun to 
make ſuch powerful armaments, as gave room to 
apprehend 'that' the flames of war would imme- 
burſt out. 

e That nevertheleſs Ruſſia, to avoid the mul- 
tiplying of fears, for furniſhing the King of PruC. 


ſia wich a ſpecious pretext for diſturbing the pub- 


lic tranquility, had made no motions; in hopes 
that the King of Pruſſia, in imitation of this ex- 
ample, would not ſtir up fuch troubles: but that 
this Prince, having continued to arm with all his 
might, and without any interruption, and with- 
out alledging any other reafon than the idea he 
had formed to himſelf of an apprehended at- 
tack, had thereby ſufficiently intimated that he 
ſought only a * to diſturb the 8 of 
Europe. 

« That, in fact, it is ent ln chat — 
the King of Pruſſia was preſſing his armaments 


with the greateſt vigour, thoſe of Ruſſia had long 


ceaſed ; and that thoſe of the Empreſs Queen did not 
begin till the ſucceſſrve motions. of the Pruffians and 


F 3 dbe. 


40 ; That 'the King of Prulba, far From doing 


1736. 
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1756: 


Tuz GENERAL HISTORY oF 
4 b. the augmentation of their ſorcesæ gave room to think 


Bohemia and Moravia were in danger; inaſmuch 
as it was no ſecret that the King of Pruſſia was 
diſguſted at the treaty of Verſailles; though this 


Prince, when he ſigned his treaty with England, 
gave himſelf no concern about what the court t of 


Vienna might think of it. 

lt is, therefore, clear to her e Crariſh 
Majeſty, that the King of Pruſſia ought to be 
conſidered as the firſt author of the troubles, that 
are going to break out, though he has affected to 
publiſh, that he took all theſe meaſures only to 
defend himſelf againſt his enemies, who had no 
exiſtence, but in his own ſuppoſition : that, ne- 
vertheleſs, it is from this ſuppoſition he has 


thought himſelf entitled ro demand of the Em- 
preſs Queen an explanation with regard to her 


warlike preparations, adding, in a manner not 


altogether decent, that if her anſwer were not to 


his liking, he proteſted before God, he would 
not be anſwerable for the conſequences, _ 
That in conſideration of all theſe circum- 


k ſtances the Empreſs can no longer conczAaL her 
real ſentiments, nor forbear dectariogs that as ſhe 
cannot behold with indifferency any attack made 


* This is a notorious miſrepreſentation of the fact, 2s ap- 


| pears from the circumſtances related in _ hiſtory, on page 
532, Kc. Vol, II. 


This ſuſpicion could wiſe from no, other circumſtance, 


chan a conſciouſneſs of the diſcovery, made by his Pruſſian 


Majeſty,” of the partition of his dominions in the confederate 
treaty ; for it was not * of what had paſſed in 


- Germany, 


on 


em LATE WAR. 
on the dominions of her allies, particularly thoſe 
of the Empreſs Queen of Hungary, and the 


Electorate of Saxony, ſhe will furniſh ſpeedy and 


powerful ſuccours to the party unjuſtly attacked, 
and will not think herſelf in any wiſe reſponſible 
for the conſequences, which the preſent menacing 
conduct of his Pruſſian Majeſty may draw after 
it, &c. 


A. 
17 
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Whether we animadvert upon the date of this Remarks 


on this de- 


reſcript, we ſhall diſcover the inſincerity of her claration. 


Czariſh Majeſty ;. her diſguſt with England, for 
entering into an alliance with Prufſia, which ſhe 
had previouſly been engaged to cruſh, and that 
her real ſentiments were not formed upon the pre- 


ſent appearances, but upon the long prepoſſeſ- 


ſions ſhe had entertained in prejudice to the King 
of Pruſſia, at the inſtigation of the Empreſs 

ueen and the Saxon court, and concealed hi- 
therto under the name of friendſhip ; till neceſ- 
ſiry obliged the confederacy to pull off the maſk 


in their own defence. And whoever attends to 


its ſubſtance, will find a vein of contradiction and 
fallacy run through the whole; advancing facts, 
which are not conſiſtent either in point of time or 
truth. 


His Pruſſian Majeſty, however, neither inti- Reſolution 


midated by the formidable alliances, which already 


appeared againſt him, nor deterred from his pur- 5 


poſes, by the thundering decrees of the Imperial 
authority, which he deſpiſed with as much con- 
tempt, as our Henry VIII. did the thunder of 
en v againſt his proceedings in the re- 


FF, - nnd 


and con- 
duct of his 
ſan 


Majeſty. 
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formation; attended ſtrictly to the accompliſhing 


his firſt attempt, to get full poſſeſſion of Saxony. 
So that, the more determined his enemies appeared 


to oppoſe his arms, he exerted the power in his 


hands to defeat their moſt ſanguine intentions. 
The Ruſſian reſcript, and the Auſtrian diſpoſitiona 
for the relief of the Saxons, ſerved only to acce- 
lerate the total ruin of his Poliſh Majeſty. They 
convinced the King of Pruſſia, that nothing leſs 
than a total reduction of that party of the confede- 
racy againſt him could do him any ſervice. And 


accordingly being maſter already of every other 


The 
Empreſs 
necn's 
8 
reſcue the 


Saxon ar- 
my. 


part of that electorate, he was determined to force 
the Saxon army at Perna, by a ſtrong blockade, to 
ſurrender to his arms for want of proviſions, of 
which there was great ſcarcity in their camp; or 
to fall under his ſword, if they ſhould attempt to 
force their way through the lines of circumvalla- 
By this means the fate of the Saxon army, in 
which reſted the laſt appearance of their country's 
independency, was daily reduced to worſe and 
worſe : and, as the Empreſs Queen could not but 
ſee her own danger increaſe through every advan- 
tage gained by the Pruſſian monarch over Saxony, 
the greateſt effort was preparing, on her parc, 


vith the utmoſt expedition, to deliver the Saxons 


out of their ruinous ſituation, and with their force 
united to her army, under the command of Count 


Brown, whoſe courage, ' ſkill and conduct were 


in high eſteem, to attack the Pruſſian army. 


Could 
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Could this have been ſafely done, it, 1 | 
might have had it's deſired effect. But it was e 
ſcarce to be thought, that a Prince, who had found by the vi- 
out the molt ſecret intrigues of the cabinet againſt | re 
him, would be regardleſs in the moſt important King of 
crifis, about what was agitating againſt him in , 
the field. He was as well provided with ſpies and 
emiſſaries about the court and camp of his enemies, 
as with arms to defend himſelf. There was not a 
motion of the enemy, that could eſcape his Ma- 
jeſty's penetration. His perſonal knowledge of 
the corography, or face of the country, between . 
him and the Auſtrian army, ſupplied him with the 
moſt minute ideas concerning every motion; of 
the importance of every paſs; and the danger of 
every defile : which, aſſiſted with carly intelli- 
gence of their rout and ſtrength, furniſhed him 
with mighty advantages, and determined him to 
diſconcert their meaſures and operations, by forc- 
ing the Auſtrians to a battle, before they en 
reach the place of their deſtination. | 
With this view, the Pruſſian heroe had deinctive; Reschen 
from time to time, as many troops from his army de 
in Saxony, as could be ſpared at the blockade, to en dl in 
ſecure the paſſes; and to aſſemble, under the com- 
mand of Veldt Mareſchal Keith, who had wi 
to enter Bohemia, and to encamp near the ſmall 
ton of Auſig, and not far from the army com- 
manded by Count Brown after he had reduced 
_ town N N nnen ee 


2 iar W and belonging dens | 
" conſidered 
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A. D. conſidered as a frontier fortreſs againſt Saxony; 
1756. and made the garriſon of one captain, one lieu- 

tenant, four ſubalterns, 2 12 mann ee 
of war. 

The im- Here we have in ſight an action, which by ns 

* conſequences may be looked upon to be the moſt 

tion. deciſive of any during the whole war; becauſe 

upon its ſucceſs, on the part of Pruſſia, the fate 
of Saxony was determined, and a way was opened 
for his Pruſſian Majeſty into Bohemia : and this 
battle, which was to open the firſt campaign of a 
moſt bloody war, was fought by two generals or 
commanders in chief, who were propane ſubjects 
of the Britiſh crown. * 

count Count Brown, who was at 505 head of 60,900 | 

11 © Auſtrians, was an officer of Iriſh extraction, that 

General. had recommended himſelf to the Imperial court 

by his courage, vigilance and conduct, firſt in 
Italy, and eſpecially in the laſt war with the King 
of Prufſia, and was honoured with this great com- 
mand for the regard paid to his merit. 

Marſhal Veldt mareſchal, or field marſhal Keith, who com- 

Fein be manded under the King of Pruſſia, on this occaſion, 

General. was the younger ſon of George Keith, Earl Marſhal 
| of Scotland, born in that kingdom in 1698, and at 

17 years of age he entered with his brother Lord 
Marſhal into the rebellion, which broke out in 
Scotland, in the year 1715, At the battle of 
Sheriffmuir he appeared in arms, in favour of the 
Pretender, and was wounded in the neck; but fo 
ſlightly that he was not ſenſible of it, till he was 
undreſſed to go to bed. The defeat of his party 
drove this young adventurer, with many more, to 

ſeek 
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ſeek their fortunes abroad. He followed his bro- A. D. 
ther into Spain, and obtained a commiſſion in the 1756. 


Iriſh brigade, commanded by the Duke of Or- 


mond, lately fled to that kingdom, under. appre- 


henſions of being called to an account for his miſ- 


conduct towards the Houſe of Hanover, at the 
latter end of Queen Anne's reign. In this ſitua- 


tion the Hon. Mr. Keith continued ten years; 
when tired of ſuch an inactive ſtate, where. there 
was no proſpect of diſtinguiſhing himſelf by feats 
of arms, he obtained recommendations to the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, then reigning, who received 
him with particular marks of diſtinction, and 
honoured him with a commiſſion of Brigadier 


General: and ſoon after advanced him to the rank 


of Lieutenant General. 
The war between Ruſſia and Turkey, which 


broke out in that ® reign, afforded opportunities 
enough to diſplay his courage and abilities in the 
military art. He was in all their battles, and was 


wounded ſo much in the heel at the taking of 


Ockzakow, where he was the firſt that mounted 


the breach, that they were obliged to carry him off 
the field of battle, 


His eſteem at Peterſburg increaſed; and, open 

the return of peace, the Czarina ſent him to the 
court of London, in quality of her ambaſſador 
extraordinary. On which occaſion overtures were 
made to Sir Robert Walpole, prime miniſter,” to 


recover this veteran officer for the ſervice of Great 


of Czarina Catharine l. | 
| Britain: 


who treated him with the honour due to his birth 
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A. D. Britain: but neither his own perſonal qualific- 
1756. tions, nor the excuſes, which might be alledged 


in his favour, from his age and the influence he 
was under, at the time of his taking up arms 


againſt his lawful ſovereign; nor yet the applica- 


tions made in his favour by ſeveral powers, that 
intereſted themſelves in his propoſal, could pre- 


vail. He was even obliged, when he appeared at 
court, to perſonate a Ruſſian both in dreſs and 
language: for his Majeſty would not ſuffer him to 


ſpeak at an audience without an interpreter, 

His embaſſy being finiſhed, General Keith re- 
turned to Peterſburg and was careſſed by the 
Czarina more than ever. In the war with the 
Swedes, he was ſent into Finland; and by an 
act of generalſhip, he with a body of only 5000 
men, with which he attacked the Swedes in flank, 


gained the victory of Wilmanſtrand, when the 


enemy had almoſt made ſure of the day; and 
diſpoſſeſſed them of the ifles of Aland in the 
After the peace of Abo, in 1743, he was ap- 
pointed ambaſſador extraordinary to compliment 
the King of Sweden, on the election of a ſucceſ- 
ſor to the crown. But the ſplendor, in which he 
appeared on this occaſion, at Stockholm, reduced 
his finances ſo much, that, upon his return to 


Ruſſia, finding it impoſſible to maintain the dig- 
nity of a marſhal, to which poſt he was now pro- 
. © moted in the army, with the pay of that country, he 


accepted of an invitation from the King of Pruſſia, 


and 
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ä gave him a penfion over and above A. P. 
his pay, and admitted him his companion in -ñꝛ 
private tour through Germany, Poland and Hun- 

gary and other places, in diſguiſe. © 

His Pruffian Majeſty, notwithſtanding his good King of 
opinion of the merit, and great confidence in the Pf. 
fidelity of M. Keith, reſolved to be prefent in * 
battle of ſo decifive' à nature: accordingly his amy. 
Majeſty ſet. out on the 28th of September from 
his camp at Sedlitz, and took upon himſelf the 
future conduct of the forces encamped at Auſſig 
in Bohemia, which conſiſted of no more than 
25,000 men. 

The King without delay put the army in mo- Hor he 
tion, as ſoon as he arrived in M. Keith's camp, and 3 
reſolved to march in queſt of Count Brown. He in Bohe- 
formed a vanguard of eight battalions, ten ſqua- 2 
drons of dragoons, and eight ſquadrons of huſſars: 
and putting himſelf at the head of this body, his 
Majeſty proceeded to Tournitz, with orders for 
the remainder of the army to follow him in two 
columns; one by the way of Proſcoboc; the other 
by the way the vanguard had marched. Being 
arrived at Tournitz, he marched with the van- 
guard to Welmina, where he arrived an hour be- 
fore ſun ſet, that ſame day: and could ſee the 
Auſtrian army with its right wing at Lowoſchutz, 
and Its left extended towards Egra. 

Having learned the true ſituation and difpobitiber, Occupies. 
of the enemy, his Majeſty, that very evening, ob gy of 
and in perſon, occupied, with ſix battalions, a | 
hollow: and ſome riſing grounds, which command- 


ed 


| 

| 

: 

| 

Þ 

| 

| 
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A. D. ed Lowoſchutz, and gained ſome other adyan - 
1 tages, which he made uſe of next day, to favour 
his march, and his attack againſt the Auſtrians. 

The army arrived at Welmina in the night, 

and were ordered to form into battalions: and ſqua- 
drons behind one another, and to remain in that 
poſition all night. His Majeſty ſpent the reſt of 
the night in his cloak before a little fire at the head 
of his troops, and at day break (on the iſt of 
October) he took his principal general officers, 

i- and ſhewed them the ground he had propoſed to 
occupy with his army; viz. his infantry, which 
formed the firſt line, were ordered to occupy two 
high hills and the valley between them : the ſecond. 
line was formed with ſome battalions: and the 

third line confiſted of the whole cavalry. | 
Great The Auſtrians, whoſe ſecurity, founded upon 
of th> A wrong ſuppofition, that it would be impoſſible 
Auſtrian for the Pruſſians to form ſuch a deſign. upon their 
camp, had occaſioned their neglect of thoſe heights, 
now prepared to diſpute thoſe poſts. with their 
Pruſſian viſitors : ſo that notwithſtanding the King 
loſt no time in ſtrengthening the wings of his army 
upon thoſe hills; and the ſame diligence and pre- 
- caution was uſed by the infantry in eſtabliſning 
Attack the their poſt, at the right; yet the enemy's Pandours, 
— 2 Croatians, and grenadiers, gave the left ſo much 
ſormed. trouble from the vineyards, incloſed with ſtone 
walls, that it „. to fall nnn into 

an engagement. | 

The Pruſ. However the Pruſſians © "IP with great re- 


> agg folution * as great order, as poſſible, till _ 
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came to the declivity of the hills towards the ene- 


my. From which ſtation they could fee the town 


of Lowoſchutz filled with infantry ; a large bat- 
tery of 12 cannon in front, and their cavalry 
formed chequer-wiſe and in a line between Lowoſ- 
chutz and the village of Sauſchitz. 


Not being able to make further diſcovery of the Diſcovers 
enemy's diſpoſition and ſtrength, on account of 10 = 


tion 


a thick fog, which intercepted their ſight, his enemy. 


Majeſty ſent to reconnoitre, and finding that he 
had judged rightly of the enemy's diſpoſition ; and 
that his own infantry was in poſſeſſion of the hollow 
in the manner he had ordered, he reſolved to be- 
gin the attack with his cavalry to drive back the 
enemy's horſe, which ſtood in their front. Ac- 


cordingly he formed his cavalry before his firft Ihe action 
becomes : 


line of infantry, and attacked the enemy's imme 
diately with ſuch vigour, that they were ſoon © 
broke. But as the enemy had placed a great body 
of infantry in hollow places and ditches, with ſe- 
veral pieces of cannon, behind the horſe, the 
Pruſſians found themſelves greatly expoſed to their 


fire, the further they purſued the advantage of 


their arms; and were obliged to return and form 
again under the protection of their infantry and 
cannon; the Auſtrian cavalry not Nn to pur- 
ſue them. 


The Pruſſian horſe being formed again, they Pruſſian 


fi- 
the 


returned to the charge, with ſuch reſolution and borſe rally. 


courage, that neither ſixty pieces of cannon, nor 
a powerful body of infantry lodged in the hollows 


and diebe to ſupport the cavalry, could prevent 


them 
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A. D. them from totally defeating the whole Auſtrian 
1756. cavalry, and forcing the infantry from their fta- 
When this charge was performed, the King or- 
dered his cavalry up to the hill again, and-drew 
them up hehind the infantry : and as ſoon as this 
could be effected, the cannonading ſtill continu- 
ing, and the enemy making all poſſible efforts to 
flank the left of the Pruſſian infantry, the King 
ordered the battalions of the firſt line to turn to 
the left: then the battalions of the ſecond line 
filled up the intervals; fo that the cavalry was 
brought to form the ſecond line, and to ſupport 
the infantry. Ar the fame time, by a maſter- 
piece of generalſhip, the whole left of the infantry, 
' marching on gradually, wheeled about; attacked 
the town of Lowoſchutz in flank, in ſpite of the 
cannon and the prodigious infantry of the enemy; 
ſet fire to the ſuburbs ; n 8 and put 
the whole army to flight. 
vigory de- Marſhal Brown, finding his men were greatly 
front of diſpirited by fuch a ſcene of blood, the number 
the Pruſſ- of killed and wounded amounting to 6000 and 
upwards, and deprived of ſeveral general officers, 
amongſt whom was General Radicati killed, and 
Prince Lobkowitz taken - priſoner, he returned 
with his whole force to the other fide of "—_ 
and took his camp at Budin, 
King of The King of Pruſlia kept the field i battle, 


Profſia and eſtabliſhed his head quarters at Lowoſchurz 


maintains 


the field _— his whole army did not exceed 25,000 


of battle. . wh ereas the enemy” 8 conſiſted of 60,000. 
The 


| Tun LATE WAX 0 
The battle continued from ſeven in the e 4 
till three in the afternoon. The loſs of the Pruſſians 5 
was 2000 men killed and wounded: one gegeral Lan 04.6 « 
of infantry, two major generals of cavalry, and one 
colonel of the Gens d' Arms, killed: and accord- 
ing to the Auſtrian account ſome hundreds were 
made priſoners, amongſt whom were a gteat many 
officers. The loſs of the Auſtrians ſlain in battle 
and made priſoners, is not aſcertained by their 
general, but the Pruſſian account makes it be- 
tween ſix and 7000; killed and wounded: 300 
were taken priſoners, with five pieces of cannon 
and three pair of colours. 
The loſs of a battle, with ſo great a ben 
in numbers; and of ſuch importance at the firſt 
ſtroke of a war, that, in all probability, was to 
determine the fate of the King of Pruſſia, or his 
enemies, required as good a glols, as poſſibly could 
be invented, to palliate the miſcarriage. - Accord- General 
ingly the court of Vienna publiſhed another ac- Pn! 


favourable 
count of this day's event, under the name of a count of 


relation ſent to their Imperial Mjcſties by Mars. 
Brown. In which the Marſhal ſets out with an 
 erroneous-account of the ſtrength of the Pruſſian 
| army, which he makes to conſiſt of 40,000 men. 
| He then tells them, That the battle began at ſeven 
o'clock on the iſt of October, and that the Pruſ- 
ſian canonade was ſuch, that the like had never 
been heard: that the Pruſſians finding their efforts 
vain againſt the firmneſs of the Imperial troops, 
began to throw hot balls into the village of Lo- 
woſchutz, and ſet fire to it: and that the Im- 
A e perial 
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Remarks 
on theſe 
two ac- 
counts. 
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perial infantry finding themſelves between the fire 
of the village and the enemy's attack, were ob- 
liged to quit the eminence on the right of the 
village to form themſelves in the plain: after 


which the fire flackened, and ceaſed entirely at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. He further af- 
firmed, That he remained the whole night upon 
the field of battle, and that his Pruſſian Majeſty 
had retired behind it. ; 

But all this art availed nothing. For, let the 
Auſtrians boaſt ever ſo much of their advantage 
in this day's action; it is certain their whole plan 
was defeated, as well as their army. What did 
Brown aſſemble that army for? Was it not to 
ſuccour his Poliſh Majeſty, and to relieve, and, if 
poſlible, to deliver the Saxons out of their con- 
finement at Pirna? Was he in a capacity to per- 
form that ſervice after the action of this day? 
What did the King of Pruſſia offer him battle for 
in Bohemia? Was it not to diſable him from 
marching to the relief of the Saxons under his 


blockade? Did this action anſwer that purpoſe? 


It the King of Pruſſia obtained his purpoſe; and 
Brown could not accompliſh his errand, on which 
he was ſent by their Imperial Majeſties; and all 
owing to the event of this day's action, we may 
fafely admit, That however bravely the Auſtrians 


behaved; how equal ſoever the forces of the 
belligerants were, and how confiderable ſoever 


the loſs of the Pruſſians might be; and whether 


they maintained the field of battle or not; vic- 
tory declared in favour of the Pruſſian hero: and, 


_ 
/ 
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as ſuch his Pruſſian Majeſty had a MDT to claim A. = 
it: and he notified the ſame to all the world: of 7 
which we have the following note under his Ma- 
jeſty's own hand, who diſpatched a meſſenger to 
the Queen mother with theſe few words: Oto- 
ber 1ſt. This morning I gave battle to the 
Auſtrians. Great generalſhip was diſplayed on 
both ſides ; and the fate of the day was doubt - 

« ful for ſome hours: but at laſt it pleaſed God 
64 to give us the victory.“ 

There being no proſpect of furpeicingh or of King of 
drawing the Auſtrian army to a ſecond engage- return 
ment, and it being of no ſervice to leave behing/vith bis 
him an army, without ſome view of immediate — 
advantage; which chiefly depended upon the re- 
duction of the Saxon forces at Pirna, his Pruſſian 
Majeſty ordered his victorious troops to return to 
Saxony, and to join that body of his forces em- 
ployed in the blockade of the Saxon camp: this 
additional ſtrength excluded all hopes of relief, mw 2 
by the way of Bohemia: and, their proviſions treſſed con- 
being exhauſted, the extremity of want force 
them, either to attempt an eſcape by ſtratagem, 
or to lay down their arms and * themſelves 
to the King of Pruſſia. 

An eſcape was moſt eligible, could it be con- Plan con- 
uwed with any hopes of ſucceſs. A plan was en. 
propoſed. for it, and approved of by Marſhal espe. 
Brown. The ſucceſs depended upon ſecreſy and 
punctuality in all parties concerned. Matſhal 
Brown promiſed to favour their deſign, and to 
cover their flight. He in perſon undertook this 

G 2 difficult 
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A. P. difficult and important ſervice: and, with a con- 
1756. ſiderable body of horſe, he marched from the 


Ron camp at Budin, to the neighbourhood: of Konig - 


— N ſtein ; where he met General Nadaſti, who had 

eſcape. arrived the day before with 6000 irregulars; 

which he poſted in ſuch a manner, as to prevent 

eight Pruſſian battalions, encamped on that ſide 

the Elbe, at Lomer, from being joined by the 
Pruſſians, that were poſted at Schaudav. . 

M. Brown, on the 11th acquainted the King of 

Poland with his arrival at Litchtendorf near Schau- 

dau; and deſired they would execute their part 

of che plan propoſed for their eſcape, by marching 

The $ax- Out the next night. Accordingly, on the 12th 

va at might, the Saxons ſecretly threw a bridge of 

boats over the Elbe, near Konigſtein: and, ba- 


der favour of a very dark night, having removed 


almoſt all their heavy artillery to Konigſtein, they 


ſtruck their tents, and by ſeven in the morning, 


the whole Saxon army had paſſed the Elbe unmo- 


leſted and undiſcovered : and the fog was fo thick, 
that it was eight before their decampment and 


eſcape was known at Sedlitz. But had the Au- 


ſtrian general, as he ought to have done, recon- 
noitred the country, through which he was to 
eſcort theſe fugitives, he would have found, that 
his Pruſſian Majeſty did not rely ſolely upon the 


12 ſtrength, nor vigilance of his: blockade... Veldt 
CS Marſhal: Keith had ſecured: all the paſſes, and 
lined the ons ſo that, as en min Saxon 

7 BO: \ n ons! 81 5 


dt a « Upvards of bb Grag ie; 


$0 | advanced 
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advanced-gustd had with much Ake; got 4 
about half way vp a ſteep mountain, and the other e 
art of them were ſhut up in a narrow plaiti, the way. 
over againſt Konigſtein, they were convinced that 
it was impoſſible for them to proceed, and to force 
their way through the poſts occupied by the Pruſ- 
ſians: who now ſurrounded them, without artil- 
lery, and without proviſions, on every fide: and 
when it was too late, they were convinced that 
they had been permitted to march into this toil; that 
they might be taken with leſs hazard and difficulty. 
His Poliſh Majeſty, who remained behind in Their 
his caſtle of Konigſtein, to wait the iſſue of this Cs er- 
retreat, being informed of the deplorable ſitua- 2 
tion of his troops, wrote the following letter to 
his general the Veldt Marechal Count Ratowfſlci: 
It is not without extreme ſorrow I urider- 
« ſtand the deplorable ſituation, which a chain of 
* misfortunes has reſerved for you, the reſt of my 
6 generals, and my whole army: but we' muſt 
« acquieſce in the diſpenſations of providence, 
and conſole ourſelves with the rectitude of our 
« ſentiments and intentions. They would force 
. « me, it ſeems, as you give me to underſtand by 
0 * Major-General the Baron de Dyherrn, to ſub- 
t * mit to conditions the more ſevere, in proportion 
0 as the circumſtances are become more neceſſi- 
t tous. I cannot hear them mentioned. I am a 
d * free monarch : ſuch I will live: ſuch I will die: 
n WM © and 1 will both live and die with honour. The 
fate of my army I leave wholly to your diſcre- 
tion. Let your council of war determine whe- 


G 3 «c ther 


eto 
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A. D. * ther you muſt ſurrender ptiſoners of war, fall 
756. « by the ſward,” or die by famine. May your 
& roſolutions, if poſſible, be conducted with hu. 
„ manity: whatever they may be, I have no 
“ longer any ſhare in them: and I declare you 
ſhall not be anſwerable for aught but one thing, 
* namely, not to carry arms againſt me or my 
«allies. I pray God may have you in his holy 
Keeping. Given at Konigſtein, the 14th of 
October 1756. AvecusTvs Rex.“ 
The army By this letter the Saxon general had full and 
rears, diſcretionary power: to ſurrender, or to take fuch 
© other meaſures, as he and his officers ſhould 
judge moſt conducive to the preſervation of the 
ſoldiers; and being informed, that Marſhal Brown, 
deſpaiting of ſucceſs for their relief, and not in a 
capacity to uſe force, or to keep his ground, had 
Tetired towards Bohemia about noon, that ſame 
day, and that a Pruſſian detachment was follow- 
ing and harraſſing him; the Saxon general and 
his council of war, came to an immediate reſolu- 
tion for a capitulation, of which the following is 
a copy in the terms requeſted by them, and ſettled 
by the King of Pruſſia; where we find the diſ- 
agreeable article, pointed out in the King of Po- 
land's letter to General Rutowſki, obliging the 
Saxon ſoldiery to enter into the Pruſſian ſervice, 
to free againſt his Majeſty's allies, 


Article I. 
T HE army of the King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, as poſted at the foot of Lilienſtein, 


ſhall ſurrender to the King of Pruflia priſoners of 
war. Anl. 


—— — ͤͤͥu — — — — 
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Anſ. F the King will give me that army, lis 
needleſs ta make them priſaners of war. I 
II. The generals, the-field-officers, the perſons 
employed as com miſſaties and purveyors, and all 
the other officers of the army, ſhall keep their 
baggage and effects, as well thoſe they have actu- 
ally with them, as what they may have left in 
other places; and the ſubaltern officers and ſol- 


diers ſhall be allowed to keep their cloathing, 


arms, and knapſacks. 
Anſ. All that can be preſerved or n of their 


baggage ſhall be faithſully reſtored to ben. 
III. His Pruſſian Majeſty is chiefly requeſted 
to cauſe the army to be furniſhed with the neceſ- 
ſary proviſions and forage; and that he would be 
pleaſed to give proper orders for this purpoſe. 
Anſ. Granted, and rather to-day than to-morrow. 
IV. The generals, commandants, and- all per- 
ſons ranking as officers, engage themſelves, in 
writing, not to bear arms againſt his Majeſty the 
King of Pruſſia till peace be reſtored; -and they 
ſhall be left at liberty to ſtay in Saxony, or to 
retire whitherſoever they think proper. 
Anſ. Thoſe that intend to enter into my ſervice 
muſt from this very moment have liberty to do ſo. 
V. The life-guards and the grenadier-guards 
ſhall not be included in the firſt article; and 
his Pruſſian Majeſty will be pleaſed to appoint 
the place in the Electorate of Saxony, or in the 
territories depending thereon, where the faid two 
corps ſhall be diſtributed. The field-marſhal 
an Rutowſki, as captain of the grenadier- 
Ws 4 * 
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guards, the Chevalier de Saxe, in quality of com- 
mandant of the life- guards, and all the. other of- 
ficers of thoſe two corps, verbally engage, and 


even in writing, if deſired, not to make, under 


any pretext whatever, nor without the approbation 
of the King of Pruſſia, any change in the 0 
ters that may be aſſigned them. 

Anſ. There is no exception to he made; en 
it is known that the King of Poland did give or. 


ders for that part of bis troops, which is in the ſaid 


kingdom, to join the Ruſſians, and to march for this 
purpoſe, to the frontiers of Sileſia; and à man muſt 
be a fool to let troops go, which be holds faſt, . to ſee 
them make head againſt him à ſecond time, and to be 
obliged to take them priſoners again, 


VI, The general and field officers, and all te 


othcers, {hall keep their ſwords ; but the arms, 
belrs, and cartridges, both of the ſubalterns and 
ſoldiers, horſe and-dragaons, &c. ſhall. be carried 
to the caſtle of Konigſtein, together with the co- 
lours,; ſtandards, and kettle-drums. | 

Anſ. Kettle- drums, ſtandards, and colours, may 
Je carried 10 Konig ſtein ; but not the arms: no more 
than the cannon belonging to the regiments, the war- 
like flares, aud the tents. The officers, no doubt, ſhall 
keep their ſwords; and I hope that ſuch of them, as 
are. of a willing mind, will make ue of them in my 


VI The ſame thine ſhall take os with re- 
gard to the nne, and the proviſion» 
waggons. 5 
. Granteg. 


VIII. His 


— —— —— — 
— — 
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VIII. His Pruſſian Majeſty ſhall give aſſurances 
that no officer or ſoldier ſhall be obliged, againſt 
his will, to take on in his army; and that, after 
peace is reſtored, they ſhall all be ſent back to 
the King of Poland; and; on the other hand, his 


Poliſh Majeſty may not refuſe diſmiſſion to the 


generals, and the other officers of his army, who 


may engage in any other ſervice. -- 
Anſ. Nobody need trouble his head about this. No 


general ſhall be forced to ſerve againſt his will: that's 


ſufficient. 


Wut ins be fiddle iD. 


guards and grenadier- guards, if his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty pleaſes, we ſhall agree about che manner of 


proceeding therein, and ſettle, at the ſame time, 


with that monarch the funds, out of which the ſa- 
laries of the generals, officers, and other perſons 


attendant on the army, are to be paid monthly, 


according to the eſtimates, that ſhall: be drawn 
up by major-general Zeutſch, commiſſary at 


War. 


will ſerve ;, and this payment ſhall be made out of 
the cleareſt receipts of the contributions. As to the 
generals, they ſhall be treated like men, «who have bo- 
nourably ſerved ; and it will be very eaſy to uw 
for their ſubſiſtence. + 

X. His ſaid Majeſty ſhould alſo explain himſelf 
about the quarters and ſubſiſtence to be granted 
to the ſeveral regiments of cavalry and infantry, 
as well as to the engingers and nnn 


Anſ. 


Anſ. It is very reaſonable I ſhould pay theſe, who 5 


1756. 
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Anſ. I take upon me the maintenance of the army , 


the ſame footing as my own troops. 


XI. The King of Pruſſia will be sd 
order when and how the generals, and the whole 
army, without exception, with the baggage, ſhall 
file off from the poſt, in which they are at preſent. 

Anſ. This point may be ſettled in a quarter of 


an hour. One muſt chuſe the moſt commodious road, 


and the places neareſt at hand for giving them ſub- 
Aiſtence. 

XII. His Pruſſian Majeſty will be pleaſed to 
allow the neceſſary meaſures to be taken for re- 
moving and lodging the fick, that are incapable 
of following the army, and that they may be pro- 

perly attended. 

Anſ. Granted. 

XIII. The generals, th field and ſubaltern 
officers, as alſo the ſoldiers, who have hitherto 
been made priſoners, or have been left behind, 
Tn be included in the preſent c 

Anſ. . . ee 


Done at Ebenbert, at the 
Foot of Lilienſtein. 


Signed, RuTowsX1, 


XIV. [A ſeparate article.] I am authoriſed to 
oblige the army to lay down their arms; but J 
have no authority to free them from the oath of 
allegiance they have taken, nor to oblige them to 
take another. As for all the reſt, it is left to his 
Pruſſian Majeſty's diſpoſal. Lievtenant-general 

3 Winter- 


3 


_ > r 


Winterfield made me hope this monarch would A. D. 
have made no difficulty to grant one ſquadron 


good as to reſolve about the ef of Konigſtein, 


———— . ĩ v ̃ ↄ ttt ths * . 
tm — — — ä 
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more of the life- guards. His Majeſty will be ſo | 


where the company of cadets and the grenadier- 
guards are at preſent with his Poliſh Majlty. | 8 


Done the 16th o, On 1756, | PIE 
Signed, RUTOWSKI. 


Anſ. Konig ftein muſt be a neutral place _— the 
courſe of the preſent war. 


Signed, FREDERICK, 


The en convinced of the bad policy of Saxons en 
lift under 
their court, to draw upon themſelves the ven- the King 


geance of ſo powerful . a neighbour, by their ä 
hoſtile intrigues with Ruſſia and Auſtria ; the for- 
mer of which was too far diſtant to promiſe them 
any ſeaſonable help, and the latter had been al- 
ready defeated, in their moſt vigorous attempt to 
ſuccour them under their late blockade, ſubmitted 
with leſs objection than expected, to the propoſal 
of enliſting themſelves under the Pruſſian banner; 
and they were accordingly received into the pay 
of his Pruſſian Majeſty; took the oath of fidelity 
to the conqueror, and were incorporated amongſt 
the Pruſſian troops. 

With the loſs of his military ſtrength his Po- Thos 
hſh Majeſty alſo loſt that firmneſs and reſolution, and family 
ſet forth in his letter, of dying rather than yield- — 
ing to terms unbecoming a free monarch. From 


this hour, it may be ſaid, the Elector of Saxony 
abdicated 


— — , «—— r — eb 
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A. D. abdicated his throne. He and his Queen, with 
the royal family, content with the appearance of 
royalty, which the King of Pruſſia ordered they 

ſhould have, ſuffered themſelves to be diſmiſſed, 
under a proper guard, and eſcorted to Warſaw in 

Sony Poland: and Saxony thereby fell under the go- 

— vernment of the King of Pruſſia. An event 

__ of Ho which, as it was the + moſt conſiderable * for 

Profla, ſtrengthening the King of Pruſſia, could not have 
been obtained without the utmoſt difficulty and 
danger, and obliging the Pruſſian Monarch. to 
uſe ſome further means to effect it, than might 

By bad po- have been conſiſtent, either with his ſtrength, or 

14 ſound policy, had his Poliſh Majeſty ſtood: out, and 

put his foe upon the neceſſity of driving him from 

his throne and out of his electorate by mere force. 

Had his army only laid down their arms; had 

they been diſperſed, or diſbanded by their own 
Sovereign's authority, it would have greatly em- 
barraſſed the King of Pruſſia, how to compel them 

to enter into a foreign ſervice, unto whom he now 
acquired a, right by capitulation and the laws 

of war: and the embarraſſment would have been 

greatly increaſed by a reſolute continuation of the 
Elector's adminiſtration, of his own government; 

which the King of Pruſſia would ſcarce have forced 

out of his hands, when the Saxon army had been 

. . diſbanded, But the ruinous conſequences of this 
capitulation and abdication are fo apparent in the 
progreſs of the war, that there is no need of fur- 

ther reflections; and we ſhall diſmiſs the ſubject 

vith this addition, to what has been already ob- 
ſeryed, 
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ſerved, That the French miniſtry endeavoured to A. D. 
caſt the whole blame of this invaſion upon the Wee 
alliance newly ſigned between Great Britain and nad of 
Pruſſia, and ſpared no pains to perſuade the Ro- French. Ga 
man Catholic Princes, that their alliance was T. pre gi 
formed with a particular intention to deſtroy the gate a reli- 
Romiſh intereſt and Religion in Germany. This **i* 
countenanced the convention, which was now A conven- 

made with the Emperor, and which regulated the 2 
number and ſervice of forces to be ſent from vor. 
France into Germany. The Pruſſian miniſter was 
ordered to quit Verſailles immediately ?: and 
the French King declared his reſolution to main- 
tain the public peace of Europe againſt all, that 
ſnould attempt to break it; and eſpecially to ſup- 
port the pragmatic ſanction, the treaty ot ens 
phalia, and the Romiſh religion. 

At home, the repeated accounts of the vigo- Domeſtie 
rous efforts made by the French, to carry their fairs. 
point in America, and the notorious neglect or 
miſmanagement of our colonies; and, at laſt, the 
account of the loſs of Oſwego, and of its depen- 
dencies and conſequences, being arrived, his moſt 
gracious Majeſty, convinced by the abortive en- 
quiries into former miſcarriages and unaccount- 
able loſſes, that it was in vain to endeavour any state of he 
longer to mend his adminiſtration by ſuch pallia- on. 
tives, as had been recommended to him, reſolved 
upon ſatisfying his people by removing from his 
councils dome chat had rendered themſelves moſt 


P And the French einein. privacely from Berlin. 
3 4 - obnoxi 
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A. D. obnoxious to the nation, and calling up to his ſer. 
1750: vice and cabinet others, recommended by the 


light in che morning, we being then in the lat. of 47% 10 
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nimous voice of his ſubjects. mw. 

The diſcontent of the nation * cannot be better 
expreſſed than in the addreſſes to the King, and 
in the inſtructions to the repreſentatives in par- 
liament, during their receſs*. It was vaſtly in 
creaſed by our additional calamities : and appeared 


” more and more in the uncommon difficulty, with 


which a ſubſcription, opened at the exchequer for 
the ſum of 300, ooo l. was after many days filled; 
occaſioned by the little proſpect of having matters 
mended in the hands of thoſe, who had done ſo 
litle with the immenſe ſums raifed for the ſervice 
of the current year; the only fervice done the na- 
tion having been performed by our privateers, 
which were fitted out with ſurprizing ſpirit, not 
only by merchants, but by pariſhes and private 


clubs or ſocieties, who ſeemed to vie with each other 


in the means to diſtreſs the enemy; and thus 
turned 


+ Amonyft other tokens of this diſcontent with the miniſte- 
rial meaſures, we may rank the refuſal of quarters in winter, 
to the Heſſian forces, at the breaking up of their camp; there 
being no law then to oblige us to quarter foreign troops, 

See theſe addreſſes and inftrutions on p. 418, &c. 
vol, J. | | 

One remarkable inſtance of the bravery of our privateers 
has been already given in the affair of the Antigallican; ano- 
ther happened, and about the fame time, between the Ter- 
rible and Vengeance, of which the following is the account 
wrote by John Withy, third lieutenant of the Terrible. 

„On Thurſday, December the 23d, we ſaw a ſail at day- 


long. 


/ 
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wongd the war, carried on at the public expenee, A. D. 


with ſo: liztle ſucceſs, to the advantogs, of indi- 


viduals. 


His 


Jong. 11% 20“. weſt from the Lizard. We immediately gave 
chaſe to her, and ſhe made all the ſail ſhe could from us; 


and about twelve at noon we came within gan-ſhot of her. 
We fired a gun to bring her to, which ſhe returned with her 
ftern-chaſe, and hoiſted French colours. She continued firing 


. at us, and we at her, till almoſt two o'clock, before we 


could get up cloſe along fide of her, when, we firing a broad- 
fide into her, ſhe ſtruck, and we found her to be a ſhip from 
St. Domingo bound for Nantz, laden with ſugar, coffee and 
indigo, We loſt in this engagement our fourth lieutenant, 
and three men. We put on board her our firſt lieutenant 
and fifteen men, and were convoying her for Plymouth : but 
on Monday, December 27, in lat. 480 30“. long. 6 30“, from 
the Lizard, at day-light in the morning, we ſaw two fail 
bearing ſouth by eaſt from us, diſtance four leagues: we 
obſerved the largeſt ſhip to bring the ſmall one to, and ſpeak 
to her, and in about an hour after we ſaw the large ſhip bear- 
ing down for us, the wind being then at ſouth-eaſt. We then 


hawled up our main-ſail, and laid our mizen-top fail aback, 


our prize being too far a-ſtern for her to come up with us. 
We then cleared ſhip, and got every thing ready for en- 
gaging ; we likewiſe muſtered all hands, and found we had 
no more than one hundred and fixteen, officers, men, and 
boys, that were able to ſtand to their quarters, the reſt being 
either dead, or fick below with a diſtemper called the ſpotted 
fever, that raged among the ſhip's company. The enemy 
bore down upon us with Engliſh colours flying, till within 
piſtol-ſhot of us: then ſhe hawled up her courſes, handed 
her top-gallant ſails, and hoiſted French colours. We had 
our people at their quarters on the ſtarboard- ſide; but our 
prize being a heavy laden ſhip, ſhe could not keep in a line 
with us, but fell to leeward; which the enemy obſerving, 
took the - opportunity to. run between her and us, and fired 
her larboard broad-fide into our prize, which the returned. 

The 
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His Majeſty in the firſt place, to-convince his 
Britiſh eee. that he would 138 on their eourage 
and 


The enemy then ranged on our larboard quarter, and fred 
her ſlarboard broadſide into us, which almoſt raked us fore 
and aft, and killed and wounded a. great many of our men. 
With the way that ſhe had ranged cloſe up along fide of us, 
our yard arms were but juſt clear of one another: and as ſoon 
as we got all our guns to bear upon her, we fired a whole 


| broadfide into her, our guns being all loaded with round and 


on the 


ons 


grape-ſhot, which made a very great ſlaughter among them. 
We both fell cloſe .along-ſide of one another, and Jay ſo for 
the ſpace of five or fix minutes, her fore chains a-breaſt of 
ours; but ſhe was afraid to board us, and we had not men 
enough. to board her: As ſoon as we had ſheered clear of 
one another, we exchanged our broadſides, which proved 


very fatal to us both, for there were a great many killeg and 


wounded on both fides. But what did us moſt damage in the 
killing our men, was their ſmall arm men in their tops: they 
had ſixteen men in the main and fore-tops, and eight in the 


mizen-top, who were conſtantly killing our men, and we had 


not men to {end into our tops. We loſt every man we had 
uarter-deck, either killed outright or elſe miſerably 
wounded, except the captain and two men more; and the 
captain they ſhot through the body after he had (truck, They | 
likewiſe killed and wounded all that were in ſight on the 
main-deck, but me, and eight or nine men more and I had 
a very narrow eſcape, for a muſket-ball grazed my right 
cheek, and gave me a ſlight wound ; beſides which, I was 
blown up with a powder flaſk, So that in this - ſhort, but 
bloody engagement, we had upwards of fifty men killed out- 
right, and about forty , wounded, and never an officer on 
board the ſhip, but myſelf, but what was killed outright, or 


dying of their wounds. The French uſed us very ill, ſtripping 


us of every thing, and ſome of our people they left almoſt 
naked. They turned our firſt Jieutenant; and all our people, 
down in a cloſe confined place forward, the firſt night that 
we came on board, where twenty-ſeven of them were ſtifled 
beſore 
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ordered his electoral troops to embark for Ger- 
many; and admitted the expediency of a national ? 


and well-regulated militia, in caſe of danger from ſent away. 


an invaſion : and then proceeded, as far, as he in Pru- Change in 
dence thought adviſeable, at preſent, to make ſuch b. RY 


alterations in his miniſtry, as might pleafe his people. 
He began with a new commiſſion for executing 
the office of treaſurer of his Majeſty's exchequer ; 
by which the Duke of Newcaſtle, the firſt Lord of 
the treaſury, was obliged to make way for his 
Grace William, Duke of ' Deyonſhire *, and the 
Right Hon. Henry Bilſon Legge was made chan- 
cellor of. the exchequer, inſtead of Sir George 

__ Lynel 


before morning ; and ſeveral were hawled out for dead, but 
the air brought them to life again; and a great many of them 
died of their wounds on board the Terrible, for want of care 
being taken of them, which was out of our doRtar's power to 
do, the enemy having taken his inſtruments and medicines 
from him. Several that were wounded they heaved ayer- 
board alive. The firſt-and third captains of the Frenchman 
were killed in the engagement, with their captain of marines 
and fixty men outright, and ſeventy wounded, ſeveral of 
whom died of their wounds, while we were on board, The 
frigate is called the Vengeance, belonging to St. Malo: 
wo ke e ee: wad? adds. 
when we engaged. 

« P. 8. Þy an accobnt I have had frow' cir Heatennnt of 
marines that was in St. Malo's hoſpital, the French all died | 
of their wounds before he came to Dinant. 
Nov. 16. The King appointed his Grace William, Duke 


of Devonſhire, the Right Hon. Henry Bilſon Legge, Robert 


Nugent, Eſq; the Hon. William Ponſonby, commonly called 
Lord Duncannon, and the Hon. James Grenville, to be 
Vol. II. H commiſ- 
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A. P. Lyttelton, Bart. By another commiſſion for the 


marine departments the place of the Lord Anſon, 


firſt Lord of the admiralty, was filled by the Right 


| Sls] 


meets. 


His Ma- 
jeſty's 
ſpeech. 


Hon. Richard Earl Temple“: The Right Hon. 
George Grenville was made treaſurer of the 
o 
On the ſecond day of Detenber bis Majeſty, 
thus — and, in part, diſentangled from 
a miniſtry, to whoſe miſmanagement the preſent 
anxieties, diſquietudes and misfortunes were ge- 
nerally aſcribed, met his parliament, and, by a 


gracious ſpeech from the throne, in' a great mea- 


ſure obviated all applications, which the repre- 


| Fentatives of the people had been inſtructed t 


make by their conſtituents. 


His Majeſty told his parliament, That he had 
called them together in a conjuncture, which 
highly required their deliberation, advict- and 
aſſiſtance : and that he truſted, under the Puid- 
ance of Divine Providence, that union and firm- 
neſs in his affectionate people, would carry him, 


with honour, through all difficulties, .and- finally 
commiſſioners for executing the office of treaſurer of bis Ma- 


jeſty's exchequer, in the room. of the Duke of Newcallle, 
Sir George Lyttelton, Bart, Piercy Wyndham Obrien, and 
Henry Furneſe, Eſqrs. 


The King, appointed the Right Hon. Richard, Earl 


Temple, the Hon. Edward Boſcawen, Temple Welt, and 
John Pitt, Eſqrs. George Hay, doctor of laws, Thomas 


Orby Hunter, and Gilbert Elliot, Eſqrs, to be commiſſioner 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great 


Britain and Ireland, een, ee be 
py vindi. 
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viodicate the dignity of his crown, and its in- A D. 
dubitable rights, againſt the antient enemy of. * 
theſe kingdoms. He aſſured them that the ſuc-, 
cour and preſervation of America could not but 
conſtitute a main object of his attention and ſoli- 
citude: and that the growing dangers, to which 
, our colonies might ſtand expoſed, from our late 

m loſſes * in thoſe parts, demanded reſolutions of 

it Wl vigour and diſpatch. He added, That an ade- 
e- quate and firm defence at home, had poſſeſſed the 
chief place in his thoughts, and that in this view 

al he had nothing ſo much at heart, as that no 

.. WH ground of diſſatisfaction might remain in his 
people. Therefore he recommended to the care 
and diligence of his parliament, the framing a 
national militia, planned and regulated, with equal 
regard to the juſt rights of his crown and people, 

as what in time might become one good reſource 

to that end, in caſe of general danger. He ob- 
ſerved, That the unnatural union of councils 
abroad * ; and the calamities, which in conſe- 
quence of this unhappy conjunction, might, by 
the irruptions of foreign armies into the Empire, 
ſhake its conſtitution, overturn its ſyſtem, and 
threaten oppreſſion to the proteſtant intereſt there; 

and that ſuch events mult ſenſibly affe& the minds 

of this nation, and had already fixed the eyes of 
Europe on this new and dangerous criſis. He 
then informed them, That he had ordered his 


„of Ofwego, fee page 476, &c. vol. I. 
* In the alliance between Auſtria and France, | 
H 2 Electoral 
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to a leſs effectual, and therefore leſs frugal plan of 
war, Thus ſaid he, I have placed before you 
the dangers and neceſſities of the public: it will 


from my ſubjects ſignal proofs ?, how dear- 


SatisfaQo- 
ry. 


Electoral troops home to his German dominions; 
and declared, That he, would with pleaſure rely 
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on the ſpirit and zeal of his Britiſh ſubjects for 
the defence of his perſon and realm. He recom- 
mended more vigorous efforts in the proſecution 
of the war, though attended with large expence, 


be your care to lay the burdens you may judge 
unavoidable, in ſuch a nd as will leaſt di- 
ſtreſs and exhauſt my people.” And concluded 
with theſe remarkable words : ** Unproſperous 
events of war in the Mediterranean, have drawn 


* ly they tender my honour, and that of my 
« crown ; and they cannot, on my part, fail to 
meet with juſt returns of unwearied care and 
* unceaſing endeavours, for the glory, proſperity 
and happineſs of my people.“ 

This ſpeech, (though it manifeſtly ſhewed the 
aſcendency of ſome of the old leaven about the 
throne, by ſoliciting a parliamentary approbation of 
fuch meafures, as his Majeſty hereafter ſhould 
acquaint them would be neceſſary, to ſupport his 
electoral dominions, and our allies in Germany 
againſt the effects of that unnatural union of 
councils at Vienna and Verſailles, and againſt the 
irruption of French, Ruſſian, or any other foreign 
armies into the Empire, to ſhake its conſtitution, 


In their addreſſes above recited. See p. 418, Kc. Vol. I. 
(0 
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to overturn its ſyſtem, and to oppreſs the prote- 


ſtant intereſt) gave more public ſatisfaction than , $ 


heretofore z becauſe therein were promiſed ſeveral 
great and national advantages; and his Majeſty 
ſeemed willing to throw himſelf entirely into the 
arms of his Britiſh ſubjects. 


The Houſe of Commons addreſſed his Majeſty Commons 
on this ſpeech, with more unanimity, and, mdeed A 


with more freedom of expreſſion, than had been 
known for ſome years. After tendering their 


thanks for his gracious ſpeech, they expreſſed 


how far they were excited 'by duty, and warmed 
with gratitude, to acknowledge from their hearts 


the paternal care and royal condeſcenſion of his 


Majeſty, in pointing out from the throne, ſuch a 
plan of force for our defence, as beſt tended to 
the ſatisfation of the people, and in particular 


a well modelled national militia, as one proper 
ſecurity for his Majeſty's perſon and realm. They 
profeſſed, that in their prefent arduous circum- 
ſtances, they next, after Divine Providence, re- 

lied on his Majeſty's wiſdom and magnanimity ; 


and put him in mind of the Britiſh efforts, in 


times paſt, under Princes, whoſe firſt glory was to 


found the ſtrength of their government in the 
contentment and harmony of their ſubjects. They 


promiſed, that being thus united and thus ani- 


mated, their Houſe would chearfully ſupport his 
Majeſty through all difficulties, and vindicate, to 
the utmoſt, the dignity of his crown and its in- 
dubitable rights, againſt the ancient enemy of 
theſe kingdoms : and they truſted that his Ma- 


H 4 jeſty. 
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jeſty, thus ſtrengthened at home, would find him- 
ſelf revered abroad, and in a condition to ſupport 

that weight and conſideration in Europe, which 
| belong to a King of Great Britain; notwithſtand- 
ing the unnatural and unhappy union of councils, 
which had formed, on the continent, ſo new and 
dangerous a criſis. They declared their concern 
at the ſad events of war in the Mediterranean and 
in America: and aſſured his Majeſty, that they 
would take thoſe affecting matters into their moſt 
ſerious conſideration, not imputing blame to any 
unheard: and that they would, with all confi- 
dence, alacrity and diſpatch, ſecond his Majeſty's 
royal care for the ſpeedy ſuccour and 'preſervation 
of America, under the growing dangers, to which 
thoſe/invaluable paſſeſſions ſtood expoſed. _ 

The Houſe of Peers addreſſed his Majeſty in 

much the ſame profeſſions, declarations, promiſes 
and aſſurances; but by the addition of thanks for 
his Majeſty's condeſcenſion to ſend away his elec- 
toral troops, there aroſe a warm oppoſition, to that 
clauſe only, by the Lords, who had oppoſed the 
. thoſe forces into England. 

This unanimity between the King and 1 
IA ment was followed by another token of his Ma- 
jeſty's regard for his people. On the fourth of 
December, the third day of the ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, the ſeals were given to the Right Hon. 
WILLIAM Pirr, Eſq; who, the delight of the 
nation, ſucceeded to the office of ſecretary of 
hae in the 159 8 of Mr. Fox. 


"LW . On 


Iehue Right Hof WILLIAM PIT T EIH 
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On this occaſion every advocate for their coun- A. D. * 

try looked with pleaſure towards the throne: every 725 3 

friekd of lborry quired; vet nps 60 Ge cht ans n M 

py day, when, they thought Majeſty had diſco- 89 K. 
vered the cloven foot; was come to a reſolution 
to emancipate himſelf from thoſe, who had brought 
upon him diſhonour, diſquietude and misfortunes ; 


and had been graciouſſy pleaſed: to ſignify his royal 
intention to rely upon the deliberation, advice and | 
aſſiſtance, not of a FAC, but of a parliament F 
inſpired, hy a people, with unanimity and firmneſs, | 
who had ne ver failed to carry their Princes through 
all difñculties with honour, When Majeſty had re- 
lied on cheir aſſiſtance, and not forfeited their 
confidence by miſapplication of their money, or 
in purſuit of meaſures, which threatned their liber- 
ty, and dehaſed their credit. A people deſcended 
from that race of men, which in all ages had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves for their loyalty and cou- 
rage: who once won the French crown in the 
field of battle, and brought their King to grace 
the triumph of our Prince: who more than once, 
in our o.] memary,. reduced them to ſue for 
peace; and ho vindicated- the dignity of the 
Britiſh crown, and its indubitable rights, againſt 
the ancient and natural enemy of this realm, 
when France was in a much better capacity for 
invading and conquering our tefritories. 

Hou conſpicuous was the diſquietude, which 
corroded the royal mind, at the gloomy proſpect 
of his American colonies? when he diſcovered 


the litele regard paid to their ſecurity, and the ill- 
H4 _ concerted 
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A. D. concerted means of carrying thoſe faint efforts 


1756. 


into excution z which the clamours of the people, 
and the neceſſity of keeping up appearances had 
obliged his late miniſters to make. What could 
he do more than declare his own intention, and 
point out the danger and means of defence ? 
How manifeſt does it appear in-this ſpeech, that 
Majeſty had been laid under a reſtrgint ; and that 
his wiſdom, in providing an adequate and firm 
defence for this kingdom, had not been permitted 
to exert itſelf ; when he takes the firſt opportunity 
to recommend to his parliament, the forming a 
national militia z notwithſtanding the unwearied 
Jabour, and the many baſe inſinuations, with which 
the faction, that lately ſurrounded the throne, en- 
deavouted to diſſuade him from truſting his per- 
ſon and kingdom to the 1 and fidelity of 
his Britiſn ſubjects. 

On former occaſions this militia ſcheme had 
been treated in the great aſſembly of 'the nation, 
not with that regard, as its utility and importance 
deſerved. We now ſhall ſoon find that this coun- 
tenance, given to it by his ſacred Majeſty, diſ- 
pelled that eloud of miſrepreſentations, in which 


it had ſeveral times miſcarried: and brought fort 


that natural ſtrength of our conſtitution, which, 
by becoming one of the greateſt ſecurities to this 
kingdom, diſtinguiſhed the reign of George II. 
and this parliament for their wiſdom and good- 


neſs, 


It was never known that a Britiſh monarch, who 
endeavoured to gain the confidence of his people, 
2 Was 
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was deceived in his expectations of being revered 
at home, and enabled to ſupport that weight and 
conſideration in Europe, which belong to a King 
of a powerful, free and independent nation: but 
it is the little regard ſome Princes have to their 
promiſes, which gains themſelves fo little regard 
ſearch the annals of all ſtates, and it will be 
found, That it is generally from thoſe, with whom 
they have contemptuouſly broken their faith, that 


Princes have met with the greateſt oppoſition and 


miſchief, 
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How different was our ſituation at this junc- Remarks 


ture? The people were diſatisfied with the con- K 


. 2 


duct of the miniſtry: his Majeſty in a great mea- 
ſure removed that cauſe of complaint. They im- 
plored juſtice on the cauſe of their misfortunes 
and loſſes: his Majeſty promiſed *, „That he 
*« would not fail to do juſtice upon any perſons 
“ found wanting in their duty :” They petitioned 
for a national militia, and the ſpeedy exportation 
of foreign forces out of this kingdom: his Ma- 
jeſty has recommended the former to his parlia- 
ment; and given orders for the return of his 
electoral troops to his German dominions; being 
convinced that the ſtability of his throne, and the 
ſtrength of his ſceptre, depend upon the ſpirit and 
zeal of the Britiſh ſubjects. _ 


The new miniſter's elevation gave ſo general a Country 


ſatisfaQtion, that confiding in his abilities and in-. 


gentlemen 
join the 


tegrity » the countr y gentlemen, in parliament, _ mini- 


See his Majeſty's apſwer to the city of London's addreſs. 


Who. 


r in par- 
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A. D. who had been a watch and remora to the proceed- 
* ings of the court under former adminiſtrations, 
united heartily with the Right Hon. William 
PrTT, Eſq; in every meaſure to ſtrengthen the 
hands of government. By this means every mo- 

tion, he made in parliament, was carried without 
Conduct oppoſition, In the mean time, the miniſter did 
of. ien every thing poſſible to confirm the opinion con- 
ceived of him. He applied diligently both to pre- 

vent any attempts upon this iſland, and to annoy 

the enemy, and to find them employment enough 

His atten - to defend their own coaſts: Scotland had always 
ven Sehteß been their chief expectation to create trouble with- 
redellions. jn ourſelves. This had been frequently done by 
ſpiriting up and aſſiſting the clans, whoſe chiefs 

were proſcribed for their connections with the 

exiled family of Srua Rr, and whoſe connections 
continued, rather through neceſſity, and want of 

the means of reconciliation with their lawful So- 

vereign, than any real affection for the Pretender, 

as had occaſionally been proved by the fidelity of 

ſome of them, that ſerved under Engliſh com- 

miſſions in the laſt war. It was therefore pro- 

poſed to his Majeſty, to admit and to invite, by 

proper encouragements, the ſuſpected part of the 

ore cf 4 Scorch Highlanders into his-pay. By this adoption 
5 there- his Majeſty recovered a reſpectable body of ſubjects, 
tro. ho for many years had withdrawn themſelves 
from his protection, and had been ready, upon all 
occaſions, to join with, or to favour the deſigns 

of France upon England. By this expedient the 

feeds of rebellion were improved into the ſervice 


of 
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of our country: and thoſe very Highlanders, that &. D. 
uſed to be a terror on former occaſions, and re- 0 
quired an army to be always kept in readineſs, to 
prevent their riſing, in favour of a foreign power, 
and had often defeated our beſt concerted meaſures 
againſt France, by their invaſion of England; were 
now converted into regular and national forces, and 
approved themſelves to be both brave and faithful, 
in every- ſervice of Great Britain, wherever they 
were commanded. Thus France had nothing to pegroys 
hope for in Scotland, by way of diverſion to our the French 
vigorous meafures. Where there could be found Scotland, 
no men to favour a deſcent, it was impracticable 
for an enemy to invade us through the deſolate * 
highlands of North Britain: and thus England 
was delivered from an extraordinary expence of a 
northern army, and enabled to employ thoſe troops, 
whoſe ſervice the Highlanders (that were afore- 
times our terror) ſupplied in diſtant climes, in 
the execution of ſuch plans, as we ſhall find ruined 
our enemies, and could not have been performed 
without ſuch an additional force. As by this 
means a door was opened for repentance z, ſo. they 
who had. been forced to live in exile, were now = 
engaged, by the ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude and in- 
tereſt, to ſupport the preſent family. wg 
Having carried this important point for pre- Heartily 
: Fg ; favours the 
ſerving the peace and tranquility of the north; eſtabliſh- 
the miniſter joined heartily in the eſtabliſhment of minus 
2 By a moderate computation there have been raiſed in this 
country 20,000 men for the land ſervice ; and by the impreſs 
pills, not leſs than 10,000 able bodied ſeamen, 
A regu- 
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A. D. a tegular and well-diſciplined militia, and in ſe» 
175% veral other bills, which paſſed into laws during 
| this ſeſſion of parliament, for the internal defence 
of the nation, the more effectual annoyance of 
| our enemies, and for retrieving our credit in Eu- 
A change rope, and our misfortunes in America. Our fears 
- mea- of an invaſion were immediately diſſipated : our 
es. f 
fleets were no longer kept to guard our ports: ex- 
peditions were preparing to inſult the enemy's 
coaſts ; and, inſtead of conſuming the vaſt ſums 
of money, which had been thrown away, io mock 
cCampaigns, at Cobham, Byfleet and other parts 
of this iſland, laſt ſummer, and in the importa- 
tion of foreign troops; due attention was paid to 
the motions of France on the continent, and to 
the danger of our allies and intereſt in Germany; 
ſo far as might be done without prejudice to the 
American war, which was kept always as the chief 
point in view by the miniſter; all other meaſures 
being made ſubſer vient to that great and important 
ä object. 
Meſſage to His Majeſty, mindful of his royal word, that 
ment about Juſtice ſhould be done upon any perſon found 
— wanting in their duty, a meſſage was ſent to the 
Commons concerning the impriſonment of Adm. 
Byng,' and the proceedings againſt him; who 
otherwiſe, perhaps, might. have endeavoured to 
avail himſelf of his privilege, as a member of 
parliament, In co nce of which, the Houſe 


being ſatisfied with the proceedings of the court, 
x | the 
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the admiral was brought to his trial, and ſuf- A. D. 
fered *. 1756. 
| The parliament entered immediately upon mea- Men for 
ſures to ſtrengthen the hands of government. — 4 
The land forces were augmented from 33, ooo to fervice. 
49,749 effective men, including 4008 invalids. 

The ſeamen were ſettled at 55,000 men, includ- 

ing 11,419, marines; with ſufficient proviſion © 

for their maintenance. His Majeſty was alſo en- 

abled to perform his agreement with, and to pro- 

vide for his Heſſian and Hanoverian forces. 
Beſides which, they 1 ample ſums for garri- 


ſons: 


— — — — 
— — — - 


- — — — — * — — 


| . 442 to 458, Vol. I. ; 

© Viz, 2,860,0001. for the ſea-ſervice, granted on Decein- 
ber 16: and 1,213,7461. 3s. 10d, for the land 3 
granted 23 December 1756. 


4 For the HER SS IAN troops. 
Dec. 23. For 6544 foot with the general and C. 1. 4. 
ſtaff-officers and train of artillery from Dec. | 
25, 1756, to Feb. 24 both incluſive ——— 23,335 17 11 
Feb. 24. For 6544 foot, &c. from Feb. 25, to 
April 26 5 4A HRS 
April 25. For 6544 foot, &c. from April 27, 


— — — —  _- 
—— — — 


; 
i 
] 
i 
| 
| 


es. 


22,959 10 2 


to May 27, 31 days 11,667 18 11 
May 10. For the German pay for 6, 600 foot, 
&c. from May 28 to Dec. 24 46,597 9 © 


For the German pay for 1400 horſe, &c. 
from April 27 to December 24 — 25,078 © © 
For the German pay for 3, 300 foot, cc. 
from April 22 to December 24 
Por the German pay for 700 horſe, &c. 
from Auguſt 23 to December 2, —— 6,119 9 6 
Por the remount and leyy money for 700 3 
horſe, and 3, 300 font — 37,296 17 6 


27,273 14 © 
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ſons: for the ordnance: for levying new regi- 
ments: for forming and maintaining an army of 


obſervation in Germany, and fulfilling his Maje- 


For making good his Majeſty's engage Lf . 4. 


ſty's engagements with the King of Pruſſia: for the 
ſupport of the Britiſh forts on the coaſt of Africa: 
for the relief of South Carolina and Virginia the 
ſupport of Nova Scotia and Georgia : for enabling 
the Eaſt India company to keep a military force in 
their ſettlements ©: and for ſeveral other uſes and 

contin- 


* 


ment with the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſtle 60,766 1 0 
Por defraying the charge of an advanced 


ſubſidy to ditto — 26,007 5 6 
Por the remaining moiety of the remount 1 
money for 1400 horſe 13,475 © 0 


For HANOVERIAN Troops. 

Dec. 23. For 8,605 foot, with the general and 

ſtaff-officers, and train of artillery, from 

Dec. 25. 1756, to Feb. 25, 1757 — 33,025 1 6 
Feb. 24. For 5,726 foot, &c. from Feb. 25, 

1757, to March 26 
March 29. For defraying the expences of the 

march of the Hanover troops, in pay of 

Great Britain, both at their coming here, 
and their return back to Germany 
© Jan. 17, 1757. For the ordinary of the navy, 

including balf-pay to ſea-oficers —— 223,939 7 
March 7. Towards the buildings, re- buildings, 

and repairs of his Majeſty's navy — — 200,000 oO © 
March 29. Towards paying off the debt of 

the navy — 200, coo © © 
Dec. 23, 1756. For forces Würm in the 

plantations and Gibraltar, and for provi- 

ſions for the garriſons in Nova Scotia, New- 

ſoundland, Gibraltar, and Providence 423,963 2 


9.494. 3.9 


31,959 13 6 


— 
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contingencies : which ſupplies, in the whole, a- 4A. D. 


mounted to 8,350,3251. 95. 3d. for the payment 1756. 
x 4+. Supplies 
| of granted, 


For the pay of the general and ſtaff-offi- . . d. 

cers, and officers of the hoſpital ——— 47,060 15 16 
Jan. 17. For the charge of the office of ord- 

nance for land- ſervice for 17897 ——— 161,557 Kio. > 
Jan. 20, For defraying the exceedings of ditto 

in 1756, not provided for 228,196 4 7 
Feb. 10. For defraying the charge of two 

Highland battalions of foot 
March 7. For defraying the charge of four re- 

giments of foot on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, 
ſerving in North America and the Eaſt In- 

dies, and augmenting O Farrel's regiment 

of foot — 48.926 
For the reduced officers of the land forces 

and marines — —— 33000 0 o 
Mar. 10. For defraying the remainder of the 

exceedings of the office of ordnance for 

land ſervice for 1756 = — 47,869 
April 4. For defraying the extra expences of 
the land forces in 1756 — 111,570 19 7 
Feb. 10. For defraying the charges of the 

civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, and other 

incidental expences, from June 24, 1756, to 

June 24, 175757 — em e 
Feb. 21. For aſſiſting his Majeſty in forming 4 

and maintaining an army for the defence of 

his Electoral dominions and thoſe of his 

allies, and to enable his Majeſty to fulfill 

his engagements with the King of Pruſſia 200,000 
For ſupporting Nova Scotia for 1757, 

upon account — — 28,789 5 
For defraying the expences incurred by 

ſupporting that ſettlement in 17585 — 15,381 4 © 
May 19. For defraying the extraordinary ex- 

pences of the war in 1757 — 1,000,000 © o 


46,022 5 0 


. 
S 


da 
+» 


A. D. 
1756. 


Heſſians 
quartered 
by act of 
parlia- 
ment. 
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of which ſum there were funds eſtabliſhed to the 
amount of 8,689, 0g 1 J. 19s. 7d. which was an 
overplus of 338,7261. 10s. 4d, to prevent any 
deficiency that might happen in the guinea lottery, 
this year, firſt attempted; or in any other branch 
of the ways and means. 

All the neceſſary buſineſs was Apache with 
equal zeal and expedition. The Heſſian troops 
having been denied winter quarters by the publi- 
cans, who could not be compelled to receive them 
by law; and they having ſuffered extremely by 
the ſeverity of the winter; one of the firſt cares of 
the parliament was to prepare a bill to make pro- 
viſion for quartering foreign forces, which paſt 
without oppaſition, and was ſigned by commiſſion 
en the 19th of December 1756. By. this act 
theſe foreign troops were, in every reſpect, to be 
treated as the native troops of this kingdom, till 


their return 7. 


Bills paſſed Two bills were at the ſame time brought into 


for the ma- 


rine ſer- 
vice 0 


the Houſe of Commons: the one for regulating 


Por the relief of his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
North and South Carolina and Virginia, in 
recompence for ſervices, on account — 
Io the Eaſt India company to enable 
them to keep a military force in their ſettle- 
ments in the Eaft Indies, in lieu of a batta- 
lion of his Majeſty's troops withdrawn from 


50,000 © © 


thence — — 628 20,000 O 0 
— Por ſupporting the Britiſh forts, &c. on 


f A pardon was granted to deſerter in the land ſervice, on 
condition, they ſhould return before the laſt day of January 
1757, by proclamation, dated December 31, 1757. 


the 
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the marine forces while a- ſnore; which differed 
from the mutiny act only in giving the Lords of 
the Admiralty power to grant commiſfions for 
holding general courts martial, and to do every 
thing, in the ſame manner, as his Majeſty is 
empowered to do, by the uſual mutiny bill. The 
other was for the more ſpeedy and effeQual recruit- 
ing his Majeſty's land forces and marines, whereby 
juſtices of the peace, commiſſioners of land tax, 
magiſtrates of corporations and boroughs were in- 
veſted with a power to meet, under certain direc- 
tions from the war office, in their reſpective di- 
viſions; and at their meetings to ent volunteers 
for the land ſervice, on or before the 1ſt of May, 
with a bounty of three pounds to be paid by the 
receiver general or collector of the land tax; and 
on condition of being diſcharged at the end of 
three years, if the war ſhould then be ended, 
otherwiſe at the end of the war: and to impreſs 
into the faid ſervice, all able bodied idle and diſ- 
_ orderly perſons, who did not exercife and induftri- 
ouſly follow ſome lawful occupation, or had not 
| ſubſiſtence ſufficient to maintain themfelves : for 
whom they were alſo empowered to fearch, &c. * 
And it ordained, that all men thus apprehended, 
adjudged within the deſcription of the act, and ap- 
proved by the military officer in attendance, ſhould 


be delivered to that officer, who ſhall pay 20 8. 


for each unmarried man, and 40 s. for a man with 
a wife or family, to be applied to the uſe of the 


7 See the clauſe on p. 218. Vol. I. 
Vor. II, &- 
14 


pariſh 3 
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A. D. pariſh; provided there was no informer, who way 


1756. 


intitled to 10s. of the money. The act further 
ordained, That they ſhould not impreſs any man 
troubled with a rupture or any other bodily in- 
firmity z nor a reputed papiſt, nor one under the 
ſize of five feet four inches tall, nor under the 
age of 17, nor above the age of 45, nor any one 
qualified to vote for a member of parliament : 


and that no man thus impreſſed ſhould be intitled 
to his diſcharge till he had ſerved five years, or 


till the end of the war. It was further provided, 
That no private ſoldier enliſted under this act, 
might during the time he ſhould remain in Great 
Britain, . be diſcharged without the conſent of the 
colonel or field officer commanding the regiment ; 
or, if a marine, without the conſent of the ad- 
miralty ; the officer diſcharging him in any other 


manner, to be caſhiered. 


Theſe acts paſt without oppolition ; though at 
a time when there might not have been the like 


_ neceſſity for a powerful augmentation of our 


forces, nor an equal opinion of the miniſter's love 
for his country, the power given, at large, to the 
ſeveral denominations of men, in this commiſſion, 
without diſtinction, or regard to their abilities and 
private characters, to impreſs their fellow ſubjects, 
would have met with a ſtrenuous and reaſonable 
oppoſition; as it put the liberty of the ſubject, 
ſome times, and in ſome places, in the power of 
a worthleſs, over- bearing and ſelf. intereſted ma- 
giſtrate. 


The 


o 


* 
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The bill for regulating the militia, was men- 
tioned ſo early in this ſeſſion of parliament, as on 


the 4th day of December, by Colonel Grokox, ror 


(now General) TowxsEN D, eldeſt ſon of the Lord 
Viſcount Townſend, whoſe. patriotic ſpirit could 
never ſhine with greater luſtre than in his unwea- 
ried and diſintereſted endeayours to plan, and to 
carry this conſtitutional act through the Houſe, 
under the auſpices and aid of the King's recom- 
mendation, againſt that natural averſion to militia 
forces, which till ſubſiſted among ſome men in 
power, and of great influence in both houſes of 
parliament z and whoſe military abilities and con- 
duct will give us frequent occaſion to mention him 
with honour to his country. But the many, diffi- 
culties, which the gentlemen charged with its 
formation had to encounter, and the competitions 
of intereſts they had to reconcile, drove its firſt 
reading off till the 26th of January: and, after 
mature deliberation, and ſeveral alterations to ſa- 
tisfy the moſt cinic oppoſition, this bill ſo well 
conſideted, and recommended from the throne ir- 
ſelf, underwent diverſe material amendments, be- 
fore it was fit for the royal aſſent, The moſt diſ- 
agreeable alteration was the reduction of the num- 
ber of men to one half * pfopoſed by the Houſe 
of Commons. This occaffoned ſome warm de- 
| bates in the lower houſe : but after ſeveral con- 
ferences, the patriotic members having been de- 
prived of the aſſiſtance of Mr. PIT, who had been 


d Viz. to 32,340 men, for England and Wales. ... 
12 forced 
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A. D. forced to reſign the ſeals, gave way, rather than 


2756. 


furniſh the oppoſition with a plauſible pretence to 
throw the bill out. To which reſtrictions and al- 
terations we may impute thoſe imperfections, that, 
in many particulars, have crampt the due execu- 
tion of the militia act; which paſt the royal aſſent 
on the 28th of June 
5 $4] 

? ie abridgment of the af? for better ordering the militia forces in 
the ſeveral counties of that part of Great Britain called E ng- 


land, paſſed June 28, 1757. 


WIr a well - ordered and well-diſciplined : militia 5 
eſſentially neceflary to the ſafety, peace, and prof 


perity of this kingdom. 
Be it enacted, That from the it of May, 1757. the loe- 


tenants of counties ſhall arm and array proper perſons ; and 


the lieutenants ſhall appoint their deputy lieutenants, | and 


give commiſſions to lieutenant colonels, majors, and other off - 
cers, whoſe names ſhall within a month, be certified to the 


king. 
Tho enten of avery county ſhall lin the chief bens. 


mand of the militia of that county. 


In each county ſhall be appointed twenty or more deputy 
lieutenants, if ſo many can be found qualified, each of whom 
ſhall. poſſeſs 406 poutids a year, in freehold, copyhold, cu- 
Komary eſtate for life, or an eſtate for ſome long term of years, 
determinable upon lives,. or ſhall be heir apparent of a pol- 


ſeſſion of 8001. a year. A lieutenant colonel, or major, ſhall. 


be poſſeſſed of 300 a year, or heir apparent to 600, A cap- 
tain ſhall poſſeſs 200 a year, or be heir to 400, or to be the 
fon of one who poſſeſſes, or at his death did poſſeſs 600 a year. 
A lieutenant ſhall poſſeſs 100 a year, or be the ſon of one who 
poſſeſſes or at his death did poſſeſs 200. An enfign ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs 50 pounds, or be the ſon of one who poſſeſſes or at the 
time of his death did poſſeſs 100. One moiety of the eſtate 


in all theſe caſes, lying within the county. 


In 
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A A bill of ſuch conſequence to the liberty of the A 2 
ſubject againſt the practices of a miniſterial power, ED | 


In counties where twenty deputy lieutenants with proper 
qualifications cannot be found, it ſhall be ſufficient to appoint 
fo many as can be found. 

A right to the immedials reverfen ofa eſtate leaſed out 
for lives on a reſerved rent, producing to the leſſee the clear 
yearly rent of 300 pounds, ſhall be conſidered as equivalent 
to an eſtate of 100 pounds a year, and ſo m proportion. 

An enſign or lieutenant may be promoted to be a captain; 
and a captain or major may be promoted to be a lieutenant- 
colonel, on extraordinary occaſions, on account of merit. 

The King may diſplace any deputy-lieutenant or officer, 
and the lieutenants ſhall appoint others in their ſtead. 

Every deputy or officer ſhall give in his qualification to the 
Clerk of the peace, and take the oaths to the government, 
within fix months after he ſhall begin to act, on penalty of 
200 l. on deputy lieutenants, and all above the degree of cap- 
tain ; and 1001. on captains and thoſe under. 

Peers are exempted from ſerviag by themſelves or ſubſti- 
tutes ; but they and heirs apparent of peers, may be appoint- 
ed deputy lieutenants, or commiſſion officers, and their quali- 
fications need not to be left with the clerk of the peace; but 
on taking the oaths, &c. they * act without being otherwiſe 
qualified. | 

A commiſſion in the militia ſhall not vacate a ſeat in parlia- 
ment. 4 

At the end ef every four years a number of Officers ſhall be 
diſcharged equal to the number of thoſe, who, duly qualified, 
ſhall ſollicit for admiſfion. | 

To each regiment an adjutant ſhall be appointed, who has 
ſerved in the regular forces, in which he ſhall (ill retain his 
rank ; and to every company of the militia, ſhall be appointed 
two or more ſerjeants (in the proportion of one ſerjeant to 
twenty private men) out of the regular forces, who {ball be. 
intitled to the hoſpital of Chelſea, And ſerjeants a [ 

I 3 from | 


. 


3 
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A b. and carried with ſo much reſolution, may be look- 
ed upon with n But when we conſider the 


popularity 


from that hoſpital ſhall be IN on producing way” 6g 


of good behaviour. 
No perſons ſelling liquors by retail ſhall be capableof ring 
« '@ferjeanc of the militia. -- | 
The Wee Is: benz i the militia ſhall be; 
"for | 
Bedfordſhire 400 W county and | 
Berkſhire 560 town 480 
Bucks 560 Oxfordſhire 560 
Cambridgeſhire 480 Rutlandſhire 120 
Cheſter and Cheſter county 560 Salop 640 
Cornwall 640 Somerſetſhire 840 
Cumberland 320 Southampton county and 
Derbyſhire 560. town 95 
Devonſhire and Exon city 1600. Staffordſhire and Litch- . 
Dorſetſhire and Poole © 540 field | 
Durham E % Suffolk 
Effex 960 Surry 
Glouceſterſhire, Gloucel: | Suſſex 
ter city, and Briſtol 966 Warwick county and 
Hereford 480 Coventry 640 
Hertford 560 Weſtmoreland 240 
Huntingdon 320 Worceſter county and 
Kent and Canterbury city yeo "city - 560 
Lancaſhire ; Wilts 800 
Leiceſterſhire 25 Vork city and Weſt | 
e Gy 1200 Riding 1240 
Tower Hamlets 1160 Vork North Riding 720 
Middleſex, reſt of 1600 —Eaſt Riding and Hull wo 
Monmouthſhire + 240 Angleſea 
Norfolk and Norwich 960  Brecknock - | Fr 
Northamptonſhire © 640 Cardigan 120 
Northumberland, New- Caermarthen county and 
caſtle upon Tyne and town 200 
560 * Carnarvon 80 


Denbigh 
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popularity of the object, and the immediate exi- 


gencies of the ſtate at this critical conjuncture, it 
7%" E appears 

Denbigh \ 5 ee Montgomery „ e 
Flintſhire 120 Pembrokeſhire and | 


Glamorganſhire 360 Haverford Weſt 160 


Merionethſhire | 80 Radnorſhire q 120 


There ſhall be no more than one captain, one ve Lieutenant, 
and one enſign, to 80 private men. | 

Where the proportion of men directed by this act to be 
raiſed in any county ſhall be judged by the lieutenant to be too 
large, the privy-council, on application, may regulate it. 

The lieutenant of each county with two deputy lieutenants, 


or three or more deputy lieutenants in the abſence of the lieu - 


tenanc, ſhall meet on the 12th of July 1757, and on the firſt 
Thurſday in June, in every ſubſequent year, and require the 
head conſtables to deliver in a liſt of all the men between the 


age of 18 and go, in their ſeveral diſtricts, except peers, . 


officers of the militia, officers of the regular forces or gar- 
riſons, members of either univerſity, clergymen, teachers of 
ſeparate meetings, peace and pariſh officers, articled clerks, 
and apprentices, and ſeamen, noting 'in the liſt . la- 
bouring under any bodily infirmity. 


Every deputy conſtable, or other petty officer, thall tranſmit 


to the head conſtable the liſt of his diviſion, having firſt affixed 
it to the door of the church or chapel for one Sunday. 


On the day appointed for receiving theſe liſts, the leute : 


nants and deputy lieutenants ſhall ſettle the number to be taken 
from each hundred, or diviſion of the county. They ſhall 
then ſubdivide themſelves, and three or more deputies, or two 
deputies with one juſtice of the peace ; or one deputy with 
two jaſtices, ſhall meet within a month in every ſubdiviſion, 
to hear the complaint of thoſe, that think themſelves entitled 
to exemption; and upon any juſt cauſe ſhall correR the liſts, 
They ſhall then ſettle the number to be raiſed in each pariſh, 
and chuſe the individuals by lot; and within three weeks after- 
8 wards 
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A. D. appears that fear was the prevailing motive, which 
4796. deterred the greateſt _—_— and the moſt factious 


| Married men having perſowally ſerved in the militia, if call- 


opponents 


wards the perſon ſo choſen ſhall "IE before them! each of 
whom ſhall take the oaths; and enter into the militia for three 


| years, or bring one to ſerve as his ſubſtitute, or forfeit 10 l. 


and be liable at the end of three years to ſerve again. 
Three deputies, or two deputies and a juſtice, or one deputy - 
and two Juſtices, ſhall meet in their ſeveral ſubdiviſions occa- 


- fionally at other times, and annually on the Tueſday before 


Michaelmas; and if any perſon 35 years old ſhall ſhew juſt. 
cauſe for his diſcharge, it ſhall be granted, and another choſen 
by lot in his room : and the vacation by death ſhall be filled 
pp in the ſame manner. 

A militia man removing to another pariſh, mall ſerve the 
anamemm in the new pariſh. 


ae e qualified for ſervice thall be made every 


A new body ſhall be choſen diary thi year, fo that all 
"707 pany the may ſerye in 5 each for threy 


A kf of he perfon frying in exch part ll be raft 
ted to the lieutenant. | 
An officer neglecting to return his lift, or making a falſe and 
lik, ſhall be committed for a month to the common 
or be fined not more than five pounds, or leſs than 408. 
Every private man ſerving for himſelf ſhall be exempred 
from bade wk, from ſerving peace or pariſh offices, or in 
qhe regular forces. = 
. He that has ſerved throe years ſhall not ſerve again until by 
rotation it comes to his turn. | 


gd out in caſe of 1avaſion or rebellion, ſhall be entitled to the 
ſatne privileges of ſetting up trade, in any part of Great Bri- 
pain or Ireland, as by act 22 Geo, II. is granted to mariners of 
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of the new miniſters, from treating the A. D. 
rita dil with the ge i-uſage, 23 0n Former 1756. 


Occa- 


5 nnn to ſerve thah hire another in his ſtead; * 
and if he neglefts, a ſum 10er levied upon him by diſtreſs, 
ſufficient tw hire gnother man. 

Within one month after the return of the liſts, the lieute- 
pant and two deputies, or without the lieutenant three depu- 
ties, ſhall form the militia of each county into regiments, con- 
fiſting of not more than twelve, nor leſs than ſeven compa- 
nies of forty men each ; appointing the commiſſioned and non- 
commiſſioned officers to each company. 
| They mall be exerciſed chu: On the firſt Monday in the 

motiths of March, April, May, June, July, Auguſt, Sep- 
tember, and October, they ſhall be exerciſed in half companies 
and on the third Monday in the ſaid month in companies. 

And once every year, on the Tueſday, Wedneſday, Thur. 
day and Friday of Whitſun-week, they ſhall be exerciſed in 
whole regiments. 

No man ſhall be exerciſed in half.cqmpany or company 
more than fix miles from his own houſe. 

Notice of tlie time and place of meeting ſhall be ſent by 

the lieutenant and two deputies, or, without the lientenant, 

by three depaties, to the high conſtables, and by them to the 
petty conitables, who ſhall fix them upon the door of their 
reſpective churches, 

The lieutenant ſhall appaint at pleaſure a awe clerk, 

a ſerjeant- major out of the ſerjeants, and a drum - major out 

of the drummers. 

If it ſhould be thought inconvenient, on account of fairs or 
markets, to exerciſe the militia on the day ſet by this act, or- 

der may be made by three deputies, or two deputies and ons 

Juſtice, or one deputy and three juſtices, for exerciſing them 

on any other day, Sunday excepted. 

In counties where the militia do not amount to ſeven com- 
panies, and therefore cannot make a regiment, they ſhall be 
formed into a battalion, under the lieutenant and 3 

cer, 


38 
82 occaſions, and obliged them to permit a few pa- 
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triots to carry a point, ſo contrary to their natural 
inclina- 


officer, one adjutant who Mall be a ſubaltern in the army, a 


ſerjeant-major, a drum- major, and a clerk ſhall be appointed 
them, and they ſhall be exerciſed as a complete regiment. 

Where a whole company or a half company cannot be 
brought together, they may be exerciſed in ſmaller numbers, 


as the lieutenant or deputy mall direct. 


One commiſſioned officer ſhall attend the exerciſe of the 
half company, and inſpect their arms and accoutrements. . 
The arms and cloaths of the militia ſhall be carefully kept 
by the captain of each company in cheſts, provided by the 
pariſh where they are depoſited. The muſkets ſhall be marked 
with an M and the name of the county. 

The King's lientenants, or the colonels, may ſeize, or re- 
move whither they ſhall think proper, the arms, cloaths, and 


© accoutrements, when neceſſary to the public peace. 


Any perſon intrulted with the cuſtody of any arms or cloaths, 
delivering them out, unleſs for exerciſe, or by command of 
his fuperior officer, or by the order of any juſtice of the peace, 
under his band and ſeal, may, by two juſtices, be committed 
to the county gaol, for ſix months. 

No pay, arms, or eloathing, ſhall be iſſued, nor any adju- 
tant or ſerjeant be appointed, till four-fifths of the men ſhall 
have been choſen, and the officers have taken out their com- 
miſſions. 

The officer, who fuperintends the exerciſe, Mal call over the 
liſt. and certify to a juſlice the names of thoſe, who are ab- 
ſent from exerciſe. The juſtice ſhall examine the excuſe of- 
fered, and if it be inſufficient, ſhall puniſh the defaulter for 
the firſt offence by fining him 25, or ſetting him in the ſtocks - 


for an hour; for the ſecond he ſhall fine him 4s. or ſend 
bim to the houſe of correction for four days ; for every of- 


fence afterwards he ſhall fine him 6s. and if it be not paid, 
ſend him to the houſe of correction for any time not exceed- 
ing a month, 


17 
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inclination. Beſides, they were beaten upon their A. D. 


own race 25 had no ——— or device 1756. 
left, 


If any man ſhall be convicted upon oath, before a juſtice, 
of being drunk at the time of exerciſe, he ſhall forfeit 108. 


or fit an hour i in the ſtocks. 

He that ſhall be convicted on oath, before a juſtice, of in- 
ſolence or diſobedience to his officer, ſhall, for his firſt offence, 
be fined 25. 6d. and in default of payment be ſent to the houſe 
of correction for four days; for the ſecond 5; s. or committed 
for ſeven days; and for every offence afterwards be fined 408. 
and committed to the houſe of correction for any time not 
more than a month, nor leſs than fourteen days. 


If any man ſhall ſell, pawn, or loſe his arms or accoutre- | 


ments, he ſhall be fined a ſum not exceeding three pounds, or 
in default of payment be committed to the houſe of correclion 
for one month; and if he canoe, then raiſe the ſum required, 
for three months. 

He that ſhall neglect to return his arms in good order after 
exerciſe, the ſame or the next day, ſhall be fined 2s. 6d. or 
be ſent to the houſe of correction for ſeven days: If he neg- 


le& to return them by Monday after Whitſun-week, he ſhall, 


forfeit 58. or be ſent to the houſe of correction for fourteen 
days. And the perſon entruſted by the captain with the care 


of the arms and cloaths, who ſhall omit to complain of ſuch | 


neglect, ſhall forfeit 208, 

The ſoldier, or non-commiſſioned officer, that ſhall be ab- 
ſent from his annual exerciſe, ſhall forfeit 10s. a day, or be 
committed to the houſe of correction for a month. 5 

If any non-commiſlioned officer ſhall be convicted, upon 
oath, of being negligent in his duty, or diſobedient or inſo- 
lent to the An, or other ſuperior officer, he ſhall be fined 
by a juſtice a ſum not exceeding 30s. or, in default of pay- 
ment be committed to the houſe of correction for fourteen 
days, and may be diſcharged by the lieutenant. 

Whoever ſhall unlawfully buy or receive any arms, or ac- 


coutrements belonging to the militia, ſhall incur the penalty 
| a, 
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ia · man not appearing, or refuling to march on ſuch occaſion, 
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left, (except they had pulled off the maſk and 
availed e ſolely upon a ſuſpicion or 
Jealouſy 


1 and in default of payment be impriſoned 
for three months, or publickly whipped, at the diſcretion of 
the juſtice. 

No man dal be cenſured for abſence occaoned by attend 


ing an election. 


The militia are to be ſubject in military affair to their own 
officers, and in civil to the civil magiſtrate. 

All pariſh officers are required to aflift the lieutenants and 
Juſtices, 

In caſe of actual invaſion, or upon imminent 3 there · 
of, and in caſe of rebellion, the King firſt notifying the ocea - 
Bon to parliament, if then fitting, or in their receſs to the 
privy-council, and to the people by proclamation, may dire& 
the lieutenants, or any three deputy-lieutenants, to draw 
their regiments, who ſhall march, by his Majeſty's order, to 


any part of the kingdom, under the command of ſuch ge- 


nerals, as he ſhall appoint, receiving, during the ſervice, the 
ſame pay with the regular regiments of foot, and the officers 
Holding the ſame rank with the regular officers of the ſame 
denomination, 'The militia, during the time of ſervice ſhall 
be liable to the law martial then ſubfiſting ; and any man 
wounded ſhall be entitled to the hoſpital of Chelſea, A mill. 


ſhall forfeit 401. or be. committed ö 
twelve months. 

In caſe of actual invaſion, or upon imminent danger ons 
of, and in caſe of rebellion, if the parliament be not fitting, 
nor its adjournment or prorogation to expire in fourteen days, 
the King may ſummon it to meet on any day, upon giving 
Tourteen days notice ; and they ſhall meet accordingly for the 
diſpatch of buſineſs. 

The militia and regular troops ſhall be tried by courts-mar- 
tial, each by their own officers. 


The militia during their annual exerciſe mall be billetted a8 
e | In 
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jealouſy of the people's diſcontent at their miſ- A. D. 
! to reaſon m the ng th and expedi- 1756, 


ency 


| 

Is caſe. of iavaGon or rebellion, juſtices, 1 
me King, or any chief commiſſion officer of the militia, ſhall 
iſue warrants to the chief conſtables of hundreds to provide 

_ carriages for the arms, cloaths, accoutrements, powder, &c. 
which carriages ſhall be paid in ready money by the officer de- 
manding them, after the following rates: A waggon with ye 
horſes, or a wain with ſix 0xen, or with four oxen and two 
horſes, 1s. each mile; a cart with four horſes 94 a mile; 
and ſo in proportion. Perſons having ſuch carriages are re- 

quired to farniſh them for one day's journey only. Any chief 
conſtable neglecting his duty in the premiſes, ſhall forfeit a 
lum net exceeding 408.) eee 
diſtreſs. 

The militix mall not, on any occaſion, be compelled 0 go 
out of this kingdom. 

Ja-oll odio e gre e t e hoe 
ſelves, and have been accuſtomed to raiſe their own militia, 
the lieutenant or chief magiſtrate ſhall appoint five deputy 
lieutenants, who ſhall exerciſe the ſame power as the other 
deputies. Of theſe ſmaller counties the deputies, colonels, 
heutenant-eolonels, and majors, ſhall poſſeſs lands to the value 
of zool. a year, or a perſonal eſtate of 50001. captains 1501. 
or two thouſand five hundred pounds perſonal eſtate ; lieute» 
nants and enſigns, 50 l. a year, or 7501, perſonal eſtate. One 
half of the real eſtates of the officers of county towns muſt be 
in ſuch city or town, or within the county at large, to which 
ſuch city or town js united for the purpoſes of this act. The 
penalty for acting. if not qualified, is, 2 
or field officer, 1001. for all under, ol. 

All ines and forſcitures ſhall be paid to the regimental clerk, | 
and made a common ſtock in each ſubdiviſion; of which an . 
account ſhall be given to three deputies, or two deputies and .=' 
one juſtice, or one deputy and two juſtices, who ſhall apply | 
i to the erociion of buts, and the proviſion of gunpowder, o IN 
, be 
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4A. D. ency of this military and conſtitutional. eſtabliſh- 
175% ment. They could not. alledge, as heretofore, 
That there was any danger or appearance of in- 
ternal commotion, and inſurrections in favour of 


an exiled family. So that they were conſtrained to 


give their aſſent. to a meaſure, which they had al- 

ways dreaded, as the moſt effectual bar to mini- 

ſterial tyranny. Whereas the new miniſters, by 

thus arming the people for the internal defence of 

the nation, diſcovered their intention to execute 

| ſome diſtant ſervice with the national troops, that 
required a powerful military force abroad. bu wivy 

How the The oppoſition to this conſtitutional bill was 
militia act not confined” to either houſe of parliament. Every 


was ob- 


ſirued in art was made uſe of by thoſe, who ſet their faces 
its execu 


_ — marks; and the renal) be 
 fributed in prizes to the beſt markſmen, or exiſfioyet in tay 
| other way for the aſe of the militia.” DI 

Perſons committed to the houſe'of correftion upon this aft 
| Halt be keprto hard Tabor ESE 

Proof of qualification, un ſhall 1e en de dt 
3 | 

No order made, by vines of this a; dy wikanaie, de- 
wary; erfullialy ſhall be removed by me der 110 
de ſuperſeded there. 

2 nils ſhall 
eee p W 

Thoſe, who are tri and mattered. in the dock, ha 
kae be Gerd te U en. f 

All former acts relating to the militia ede Spit 
——— mn on FRE 


7 to former acts. 


| The other clauſes in this aft (which is to retain in fore 


| five years) un ee 5 9 88.4 che Fan of par- 
Yeular places. | 
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againſt it in-parliament, to prevent its being; car- 
ried into execution. Many lieutenants of coun- 

ties would not arm and array proper perſons; and 
others found means. to evade the law, and to ex- 
cuſe themſelyes. Men of property were deterred 
from accepting commiſſions; and ſuch  a' diſlike 


to this new ſervice was every where propagated, 


amongſt the lower and middling claſs of people, 
that in counties, whoſe lieutenants were well diſ- 
poſed and well officered, it was with the utmoſt 
difficulty to raiſe the common men by ballot; 
and ſcarce any where could it be performed, for 
ſome time, without diſcontent and riot; eſpeci- 
ally amongſt the farmers and landholders, who, 
of all men, ſhould be leaſt ſuſpected of joining in 
any oppoſition to a meaſure, ſo neceſſary for the 
ſafety of their eſtates, from foreign invaſions and 
domeſtic inſurrections. The maſters were frightned 
with an opinion, that the militia would rob them 
of their ſervants : and the. labouring men were 
terrified with the ſuggeſtion, that they would be 
miſuſed, and ſent to fight the battles of ſome .fo- 


reign prince or ſtate ; or tranſported like felons 


to the plantations in America, Prejudices were 
thus formed in their minds, which could hardly 
be removed with the moſt ſerious and laboured 
repreſentations of the expediency of the act, and 
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of the inſidious diſcourſe of thoſe, that ſet them How re. 
againſt ſo ſalutary a law. Amongſt which there noed. 


appeared a letter, in the name of a deputy-lieu- 
nant of a. county, addreſſed to his tenants and 
neighbours, and recommended to the perufal of 

Tt . . 
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A. D. all the people of England, in order to obviate and 
remove ſuch ruinous miſrepreſentations, and fer. 
ting forth the importatrice of the act, and the ne- 
| —_ of it's being duly executed. 
Import- 1 will tell you, faid he, plainly what J think 
—  - © neceſfary to be told you at this time, when 
4he militia, © every miſtake may be of moſt petnicious con- 
“ ſequence to us all. When I firſt heard of the 
« diſcontents and riots of ſome of the poorer 
& people, which are fo preatly to their diſgrace 
and diſadvatitage ; I could ſcarce believe it was 
& poſſible, that they could have ariſen from the 
« execution'of the late act for a militia; a thing 
« fo moderate in the duty, and fo defired by the 
« voice of the nation Tou may expect a full 
_ © explanation of the benefit you are likely to re- 
* ceive from it: and to do you juſtice, neigh- 
4 bours, I do not know any ſet of men, more 
« likely to yield to reafon, when it is honeſtly 
e laid before them, than the farmers of England. 
But before I fay any thing of the abſolute 
« neceſſity of ſome law of this kind, I muſt ſet 
« you right as to ſome notions, that J find are 
« 1induſtriouſly ſpread amongſt you by the ene 
4 mies of our country, as though the militia · men 
% were to be carried out of the kingdom, and 
forced to ſerve abroad. But this is a wicked 
« falſhood : for you may ſee, by the act itſelf, that 
«unleſs there be an actual invaſion, you are not 
% to march even out of your own counties; but 
« that you are never to be ſent out of the'king- 
* * upon any pretence whatſoever. Our re- 


3 9 gular 
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9 gular armies are. to fight your battles abroad: A. D. 


« you are only to defend yourſelves, your wives 


and children, which, no daubt, every man is 
« always ready to do, at home. This is the pro- 
« miſe, upon the unſhaken faith of parliament, 
« which cannot be broken. — Beſides, you 3 


3 


* 


© not ſubject to the eommand, as men that ghet | 


« for their pay you receive no money at en- 
« gaging : you engage only by the common duty 
« of all Engliſhmen : and you are not to be of- 
« ficered as others; but to be commanded by the 
« gentlemen of your own county, who, if What 


you are wickedly told wete the caſe, would think: 
* jt as hard to be decoyed out of the kingdom, 
* or to be laid under any unreaſonable difficulties 
te as you poſſibly can,” 


1 ſhall proceed to lay before you the reaon 
« why you are to be armed at this time, and to 


be exerciſed with particular care: It is, becauſe 
« your King and country ſtand in need of an 


% army of defence, to relieve. you from the ex- 


« pence and danger of maintaining a too numer- 


„ ous ſoldiery ; it is to put arms into the hands 
* of a free people, who have, by various: 
practices of ſtate, been deprived of the means 


to defend themſelves, upon any emergency, 


* ever ſince the reſtoration : it is to convince you 


of his Majeſty's confidence in your fidelity, 


* and in his opinion of your innate courage and 
* bravery ; and, in particular, it is becauſe dan». 
10 ger, at this preſent time, hovers over your. 


Vol. II. | K « heads 
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heads from the power and malice of your con - 

federate enemies, much more to be dreaded. 

« .than/any, which have ever yet threatened us.— 
The French, who, for a hundred years paſt, 


e never ctaſed a moment to contrive our ruin, 
are after. many defeats, coming forward again, 
e and now aiming at us ſuch a blow, as would 
C4 if it took place, lay us at once on the ground. 
They are aiming to cut off our colonies at a 

<<. ſtroke: Colonies peopled by our brethren, 


6 Eugliſmmen, and our own fleſh and blood, and 


therefore infinitely dear to us: colonies, the 
cen main ſupport of our trade, by which the mar- 
«<,'ket- for our corn, and all the produce of our 


lands is kept up. Of which the French Kin 
„ jg ſo ſenſible, that he thinks, if he could 


pride us of theſe valuable poſſeſſions,” he might 
<< reduee-us to beggary and flavery.“ 

Our Sovereign, the beſt and braveſt of 
«Kings, has reſolved to defend theſe eolonies 


with the utmoſt vigour, as he will every thing 
S elſe that belongs to us: the French King, on 


the Other hand, meeting with a vigorous re- 


e ſiſtance in our colonies, does not confine his 


«© ſchemes to that part of the world, but ever 
ſeeks to enter into the heart of our own country; 


to deſtroy every thing with fire and ſword, and 
“ to bring on us every ſort of miſery, that a 
«& powerful and enraged enemy can contrive or 
execute. *Tis to prevent all theſe evils, that the 


mn * in queſtion is provided: 80 that had it ten 
TY? | FO | fines 
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10 times the hardſhips, thar are complained of, A. D. 
ie whereas it contains no hardſhip at all in reality, 756. 
« jt ought to be joyfully and thankfully accepted.” 

« For, ſhall' we refuſe arming ourſelves, when 
« got only our honour, our proſperity, and our 
e ſufety, but our liberty and our very being de- 
% pend o our exerting ourſelyes; our natural 
«© and conſtitutional ſtrengthi man fully? 
„ This is not all: every one may not be aware 
«of our” condition, and of the power of thar 
« enemy we have to contend wien. The Frenehk 
King's country contains many millions of peo- 
«© ple more than we have: and he is abſolute 
« maſter of the lives of all thoſe people, and of 
« every thing they have: when he pleuſes, he 

« drains the laſt penny from their purſes; and 

% takes the laſt man from their villages” and 

« factories. A power, that makes him danger-" 
ous enough at all times: But an affair has hap- 

« pened, which makes him much more dangerous 
* than ever.“ x4 5 ori” 
The Queen of Hungary, whom, in the laſt 

* war, we ſaved from being entirely deſtroyed 
by the French; | equally” unmindful of juſtice 
and gratitude, has now joined all her forces 

« with thoſe very French, for the ſake of oppreſ- 

ſing the King of Pruſſia, inſtead of joining us 

e againſt'the common enemy. The Queen of Hun- 
gary is miſt reſs of Flanders, which has always been 

* looked upon as a country of great conſequence to 

e us, becauſe it covers the ſtates of Holland, and 
lies directly oppoſite to our coaſt. Nom ſhe 

5 K 2 haz 
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756. 4 French, to pay them for the aſſiſtance they 
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has delivered this barrier into che hagds of the 


give her in her unjuſt deſigns. From Which, 
<« three miſchiefs happen to us; firſt,” they have 


„ thoſe tovens, that look directly into the mouth 


« of the Thames, by which they may do our 
<«<' trade great prejudice. - Secondly, the French 
* take us in on another ſide, and have ſo many 
<<. more ports from whence they can invade us; 


and thirdly, as they now lie next to the Dutch, 


„ by having Flanders given up to them, they 
«« gverawe them in ſuch a manner, that they dare 
c not come to our aſſiſtance. So that now our 
« whole dependence muſt daun, _ God T 
our own courage.“ 

I know that great reliance is julliy had on 


„ the defence we may juſtly expect from our 


4 navy, and from the regular army, we have in 
„ pay. But this army is only a handful in com- 
pariſon to theirs; and what is our fleet or our 
« army to cover a coaſt of 15 or 1600 miles, 
the circumference of the iſland of Great Britain. 
«If then the French could eſcape our fleet, and 
enter our country in a hoſtile manner, what, in 


ſuch a caſe, would you do? Think, ſpeak, and 


« act like Engliſhmen! Is there a man amongſt 
you, who would leave the defence of his wife, 


„his children, his king; his country, and his re- 


«© ligion to any mercenary ſoldiers in the world? 
am perſuaded,” you would yourſelves go into 
„the field. Had we an hundred thouſand men 
6 in arms, you . ſtill be afraid that, in ſuch 
6.4 ; 4 on an 
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« an intereſting conjuncture, they were not half 4. P. 
« ſufficient Such is the ſpirit; wich is, Iam 
« confident, ſtill in my countrymen: and a noble 
ſpirit it is! But let not our ſpirit hurry us away 
from the conſideration of thoſe things, withdut 
4 which+ no ſpirit can be ſerviceable. Tou ate 
called upon to fight, when all that can be dear 
5 to you as Engliſhmen, as men, as proteſtants, 
is at ſtake! You are going to fight for all;{this, - 
«without knowing what you are to do againſt 
„men, whoſe trade it is to fight, and who have 
4, been perpetually (exerciſed in the ufe of arms.“ | 
I know very well, that no men are naturally - 
more brave than you are: But in man bravety 
ue js not enough: ſtrengthi is not enough: there 
«muſt be {kill ;- there muſt be practice; or the 
greateſt ſtrength and courage ſignify very little. 
©. Suppoſe the ſtouteſt; braveſt man in the coun- 
ty, Who in his whole life had never handled a 
cudgel: what figure, pray, could he make againſt | 
4 a little light fellow, that by long practice was a = 
„good ©. cudgel-player ?. undoubtedly you will | 
„ ſay, a very poor figure. Juſt ſo is the very | 
« ſtrongeſt braveſt man in the world to one, who i 
* is trained up to be a ſoldier. And every man | 
muſt be, and ought to rejoice in being a ſol - 
dier, when the real danger of his country calls 
upon him; and he den to ſpare no mou * 
* compals it.“ 
BB © Therefore as your danger was well known, - 
and as your deſire and courage to defend your- 
* * delves were likewiſe well known, the wiſdom 
, K 3 cc of 


f 
Z 
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28% e gu capable / o protecting yourſelves, by putting 


under the protection of heaven, fear n 


. neceſſary to yourſelves, and che only thing 


arms, in an orderly manner, into your hands, 
and by inſtructing you in ſuch a diſcipline; chat, 
wehen you are perfacted in it, you need not, 


4 chat the enemy can ſend againft you!“ 
This is the deſigu of the militia; dd 
— elſe. If you think it a reſtraint on 
«your liberty, to be obliged. to ſerve in tùis 
manner; I pray you to conſider, that there 5z 
not one of you, that thinks at à hardſhip on 
$* his child to ſpend a laborious ſetvile appren- 
$ ticefhip of ſeven years, to learn a trade, by 
t which to gain a ſmall livelihood: and will you 
then pretend to grudge a few days in a year to 
* learn. profeſſion, honourable to all, abſolutely 


„that can preſerve your lives, properties, reli- 
gion and liberty, without which all the reſt is 
& nothing. Or will a man 2 ſay, That 
00 he loves his country, and values bis freedom, 


and refuſes to take reaſonable pains to learn 


to defend that, and every ching els that an 


* honeſt man ought to value.“ 


But I have ſomewhat particular to "I to 
thoſe, who refuſe, to put themſelves in a poſture, 
to defend their country, through cowardice or 
« Jazineſs. If through their baſeneſs the enemy 
*/-ſhould-happen to prevail, they would, after be- 
ing ſtripped of that liberty, which they pre- 


| * m e iont how 40 bude bc 


&« forced 
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. faroed( to bear thoſe arms for a tyrannical up- A: 
4 preſſive maſter, which they now refuſe to em- 
ploy in their own defence. The law ig the 
only protection of liberty: and, juſt ſo much 


regulations; ſo much as he evades them by ar- 


„% ag every man murmurs at wholeſome laws and 


* 


908 


tiſice; ſo much as he riots to deſtroy them b/ 


violence, exactly ſo much is he a promoter of 
# arbitrary power, and ſo much is he a Frenck- 
man in his heart. Could our forefathets look 
don upon theſe di ſcontents and difturbances, 
and were told, That you rioted, betnuſe you 
s are born under a King, Who in his goodneſs is 
+ uilling co put arms into, your hands for ſelf- 
deſente, and whoſe government is taking pains 
to inſtruct you how to uſe them againſt your 
% natural enemies the French: that they were 
giving you arms and ſkill to fight, leſt you 
* ſhould: be conquered by thoſe, whom your fore- 
fathers had ſo often conquered 4 they would be 
6 confounded at your ignorance, ſtartle at your 


« folly, upbraid you for your ingratitude, cow- 
&« ardice and lazineſs, and diſown vo for the 


-« deſcendants of Engliſh heroes.“ 

Such was the language, ſuch the aries 
and perſuaſions required in the patriots, to inform 
the underſtandings of the people, in their” re- 
ſpective neighbourhoods, and to diſſipate the fears 
raiſe in their minds by that leaven of the old mi- 
niſtry, which © now began to work powerfully 
again in every department; and would' have de- 
N the nation of the advantage of that ſervice- 
K 4 able 


152 Tux GENERAL HISTORY oy 
Ap. able militia, during the late war, had not the 
" 00” ſame- ſpirit, which carried the bill through the 
legiſlature, exerted itſelf in In execution akon 

Aalutary lav. G 

Meaſures © The hopes conceived by e miniſters and 
- wg the nation, from the effectual execution of the 
miniſtry. militia” bill, put them upon ways and means to 
employ the ſtanding forces of the kingdom in 
ſervices, for the intereſt of their country and their 
own honour. Large draughts were deſigned for 
North America, and Louiſbourg was the firſt ob · 
ject of their operations. For this purpoſe a ſqua- 
dron of ſhips of war was ordered to be equipped, 
at the proper ſeaſon, to ſail under the command 
of Admiral Hawke, with a powerful land force 
under his convoy. A ſquadron was alſo diſ- 
patched to the Eaſt Indies, under the command 
of Commodore Stevens, and our intereſt in the 
Weſt Indies was conſulted, by ſending a ſquadron 


to Jamaica, oy the command of Admiral 
Coates. 


A. D. About this time the pabize were ere that 
1757. Admiral Weſt had wrote to the ſecretary of the 
Admiralty, deſiring to reſign his command and 

to come to own, upon Admiral Byng's condemna- 
tion: and to Lord Temple, then firſt Lord: of the 
Admiralty; to whom he further explained him- 
ſelf on the ſaid ſubjett. As theſe letters convey 
the private ſentiments of one, who is looked upon 
to be the-moſt material evidence on Mr. Byng's 
trial; who was the ſecond. in command on the 
affair, for which Mr. Byrg ol his life, and who 
EE received 


V 


. £4600 DS A W | = 
received ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks of the royal A. B. 
favour. after his return to England, it would be 777 
eoncealing, or at leaſt, not giving the whole 
truth, which is the duty of an hiſtorian, as tuch 
as of an evidence, ſhould ann or deny 
them a place in this hiſtory.” Een irt 

While Mr. 'Byog Was e Wü for Aamirat 

trial, the Lords of the Admiralty manifeſted) his Weft ler- 


ters rela- 


Majeſty's approbation of Admiral Weſt's eon - tive to Mr, 
duct, by appointing him to the command of a — 
ſecret expedition, with orders to hold himſelf in | 
readineſs to ſail; But on the very day fehtence 

of death was paſſed upon Admiral Byng, Mr. 
Weſt: rate to the ſecretary of the Admirakys "__ 


* l R, e Magnanime, 27 Jan, 1757- 


« Warnour entering upon the merit of To the 
Admiral Byng's behaviour, or deciding 32 
. Gat al upori- it, one way or other; yet the ſen- ralty. 
55 rence paſſed this day upon him (the ſubſtance 
* of which I have ſeen), makes it impoſſible for 
me to help declining the very honourable and 
diſtinguiſhed command their Jordſhips have been 
©. pleaſed to appoĩut me to: I muſt, therefore, 
*«>beſeech and entreat their lordſhips to: confer it 
«© on. ſome perſon more worthy, ſince I can only 
be anſwerable for my loyalty and fidelity to my 
king, and reſolution of doing what appears to 
| me for his ſervice, which it ſeems an officer. may 
| * not want, and yet be capitally convicted for his miſ- 
| ** condy7 or inability. of Judging. right ; and I am 
| * not. ſo. preſumptuous, as to imagine, that my 
actions 


o 


| 
| 
| 
| 


A. D. * actions can always be ſo rightly; governed; nor 
Nr. 


bebt ; 
. ſhips permiſſion to come to ton. 
By the * ne follow 6 


45, quences. may be fatal, I muſt therefore repeat 
again my, moſt carneſt requeſt, that their lord 
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am 1 altogether certain that the judgment of other; 
i infallible; and as in other caſes the conſe- 


« ſhips will be pleaſed to appoint ſome other per- 
e ſon to my command, and grant nie e 


x 1 en ik iet 2d, 


which ſubject an officer to the treatment ſhewn 
Admiral Byng, whom the court- martial have 
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4 My Lord, gil . Magnanime, Jan, 27, 1257. 
ny FOwever honourable, or however advan- 
tageous tlie ſituation I am placed in may 
«« e yet I am determined and fully reſolved. to 


* forego any thing rather than ſerve on terms, 


s convicted, at. fur cowardice, nor far treathery ; 


hut for 11s CON Dο,&,jtp: an offence never, till now, 
thought capital; and now it ſeems only made 
, ſo, becauſe no alternative of puniſhment was 
found in that article, they bring him under.— 
* Strange reaſoning!— to acquit him of the two 
points, cowardice and diſalfection, to which that 
article can only have reſpect.— Since, though 
negligence is mentioned, yet can it be only in- 
i tended to refer to one or the other of thoſe two 
crimes, negligence PROCEEDING from diſalfeclion 
r cowardice, And I well remember this was the 
opinion of the Houſe of Commons, when the 
bill — them; for which reaſon no alter- 
D. * native 


4 native was left in that article, which otherwiſe - 9 D. 
there would haye been. Courts martial I haue 

« always underſtood, to be courts of, hongur-and 
e conſcience ; and therefore why gentlemen ſhould 
„ think themſelves tied by the letter, or to act 
« againft" their opinion, I know not; but eneugh 
« of that at preſent. 1 fall only make” ode ob- 


* eryation, more, in, tegard to iht part of their 
* ſentence,. wherein he is ſaid nat 40 haue dune this 
e 10 relieve- Sr. Philip's caſtle, wichout 
| ant — 1 nn Wer 5 eee 
70 A. al 1 EN one 
b _Adriiral Wet, in bis wider on be hl of Ms. Bpag, 
being /ſted, concerning the poſſibility of any ſhips of the fleet, 
or frigates. getting claſe to the caſtle of St. Philip on che agth 
in the morning, ſaid, He believed it was not poſſhle : for that 
the ſhips, ſent for that purpoſe, ſeemed io endeavout it as much 
as was in their power. And being farther interrogated relative 
to the ſame object, whether he apprehended he enemy were 
maſters of Mahon harbour, he replied, I do apprehend that 
the enemy were ſo far maſters af Mahon Harbour, as to pre- 
vent the Engliſh fleet from making uſe of it with fecurity to 
themſelves.” And in regard to the proptiety af throwing in 
the land forces, He declared it his opinion that it would have 
been improper and highly inexcuſable, when the enemy was 
in fight, as it would have weakened the force af the Zoglith 
fleet, and expoſed it to that of the enemy, Which was at chat 
time ſuperior: that had thoſe land forces bean thrown into 
St. Philip's, the ſhips would not ha ve been fit ſor action and 
to engage the enemy's fleet, nor ſufficient to deſend the: caſtle 
againſt the _ . * 3 
gn 
Capuim Aubert declared, ah dhe gs A deen 
eee eee bunte bore. don, and thoſe ſhips, which 
were in action, did engage as cloſe as they could get; amongſt 
which he particularly mentions the Cullodea and the ſbipe in 
her van; and as the Weather wWas very good * 


T 


| 
' 
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A, D. « pointing out, which way it could have been re- 
1757- 4 ljeved by him, which indeed they am ou 
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— found difficult enough to have done. 
171 2e 13.1 | A 8 * Fr 0 
£7 ö 4 1 22 
3 rear 45 CE ere as near a8 5 3 had 
the French laid to, inſtead of making ſail on, preſently after 
Mr. Byng began to engage. 

Captain Lloyd being /e concerning the oeccaſlot of the 
Admiral's ſhip backing, and the delay it made, ' avfevered, 


That he chought the Trident's being under the Admiral' 


lee bow, was the occaſion of his backing, and, in courſe, ſo 
much time was loſt in getting down.” 

Captain 'Philips"being , If each ſhip in the rear had 
#rowdel Tail in proportion to their diſtance from the enemy, 
they Tould not have'got as near the reat of the enemy within 
the time, or a little ſpace of the time more, as the van cloſed 
the van of the enemy? anſwered, "That he thought all the 
{ail they could have made would not have brought them down 
fo foon as the van. Though they might have got down in a 
little time more. | (But thin” the French,” ryan ro 
made ſail on, as Captain Amherſt relates). 

Captain Gardiner of the Ramillies depoſed, Tharahe Tri- 
dent being abaft the larboard beam of the Ramillies, did ſo 
impede the Ramillies in going down to the enemy, that the 
Admiral muſt have gone down without his force, which was 
not his intention: that the ſignal was out for the line of battle 
ahead at that time, and the rear-divifion went down very re- 
gular after the Trident and Princeſs Louiſa got into their 
ations. Being aſked, Whether it had not been a more ſpeedy 
und regular method to cloſe the enemy, to have made the 
fignal for the line a-breaſt ? the Captain ſaid, no; becauſe it 
would be improper for ſhips to go down in a. line a: breaſt, to 
attack ſhips that are laying in a line a-head, when they can go 
down with their bows to them; i. e. a ſlanting courſe to them: 
and therefore he was of opinion, That the rear did take the 


proper method to come down to the enemy. And being fur- 


ther interrogated, Whether he meant, as to the courſe ſteered 
2097 OR 
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.« Ag I have taken my firm and final PRONE 2 


to reſign the n and have wrote very 


. 7 ſtrongly - 


on the enemy, the end he anſwered, © Both : but 
this, ſaid he, is matter of opinion which I ſhall hereafter avoid 
entering into, as there are many ſuperior judges here to me. 
He was alſo of opinion, That the rear would have engaged 
as near the enemy as the van did, had the French fleet ftaid : . 
« that it was Admiral Byng's intention to engage the Chief 
Eſcadre, the third ſhip from the enemy's rear, and not to 
throw away his ſhot, as the enemy did, till he came near the 
enemy: * that the admiral ſtood on, till it was imagined on 
board the Ramillies, that every ſhip, if ſhe had gone properly 
down with a ſlanting courſe, could have gone down to the ſhips, 
they ſhould have engaged, of the enemy, with their broadfides 
to them: * that he recollected this particularly to have heard 
the Admiral ſay, when the Ramillies was a-breaſt of them, 


that that was his intention: ** that the Admiral ordered the 


guns to be ſhotted with round and grape ſhot, two ſhot in the 


guns below, and propoſed. to ſet top gallant ſails on ſeeing the. * 


French going away; and that he heard him expreſs, at that, 
time, his unhappineſs at not having a ſufficient force to make 
the general ſignal to chaſe ; as he thought he could materially 


have diſtreſſed the enemy in the ſituation they then were in. 


if, ſaid he, 7 had two or three ſhips more,” 

Joſeph Belwaird, maſter of the Ramillies, ſaid; That he bad 
orders to ſteer ſuch a courſe down on the enemy, as to cut off 
the third ſhip of the enemy's rear, which ſhip the Admiral 
expreſſed his intention to engage, and that they ſhould have 
gone near on the enemy, if that accident, of the Trident, had 
not happened. Admiral Norris interrupted him by ſaying, That 
was matter of opinion. Being aſked, whether the ſhips could have 
preſerved a line of battle in going down to the enemy, as well 
with the top gallant fails, as without them, as the weather then 
was? anſwered, That as the weather then was he could have car- 
red them; but that he left it to the judgment of the court, whe- 
cher a croud of fail is proper to preſerve the order of battle, 
when 


. 
490 
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2 D. <<: ſtrongly; on chat head, to che board, I miſt 
. * intreat" your: Jordſhip to facilitate it; and 1 
% mee Yours, &c.“ 


The Laſt year, at this ſeaſon, the cry was about 

—_ the” danger of of a Frenet invaſion. © This was 

7 oa when ſhips are — cenbeckeg _ 
as at the diſtanece of half # cable, and mers 
to action, when the enemy is waiting. 

Colonel Smith being examined in reſerence to the” prifoner' 
courage, ſaid; That he was near the Admiral's perſon during 
the Whole time of action; that he perceived no backwardneſs - 
in the Admiral during the action; nor any mark of fear or 
confuſion, either from his countenance or behaviour, but ra- 
ther the reverſe; that he gave his orders very cooly, and 
without the leaſt confuſion: that he did appear ſolicitous to 
engage the enemy : to aſſiſt his Majeſty's ſhips, that were 
engaged with the enemy; and both this Colonel and others 
teſtified, That they never, aſter the day of action, heard any 
murmuring or diſcontent among the officers or men, on any 
ſuppoſition that the Admiral had not done his duty; and Mr. 
 Hloyd, ſurgeon of the Ramillies, ſaid, that the men were 
Auite the reverſe from any diſcontent, &c. 

All which compared with the reſolutions of the court martial, 
which acquit him expreſily of coxvardice and diſaffefion; and 
with the 25th reſolution, which ſays, that* the court were ( una- 
mo, of opinion, that while the Ramillies was firing, in 
going down, the Trident and ſhips, immediately a-head of 
the Ramillies, proved an impediment to the Ramillies's continu- 

jag to go down ;“ may properly account for thoſe paſſages in 

Admiral Weſt's letters, where he ſays, © I am not altogether 

certain that the judgment of others is infallible,” and where he 

A determined and fully reſolved to forego any thing rather than 

ſerve on terms, which ſubjeQt an officer to the treatment ſhewn 
Admiral Byng. 

N. B. General Fowkes has been reſtored to his rank in the 
0; and to a command in Ireland, by his preſent _— 

7 thought 
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thought a proper ſoporific for the men in power at AD. 
chat time, to keep the ſtrength of the nation in- 7 
active at home. The alteration in the miniſtry, 

and the proceedings of the parliament, this win- 

ter, made the F rench alter their ſcheme. _ They 

were informed of the new miniſter's abilities and 
enterpriſing activity. They could not expect to 
frighten him into a reſolution to employ all our 

force, as his predeceſſors had done, to guard the 

coaſt of theſe kingdoms from a deſcent; and they 

were perfectly convinced, that the voice of the _ 
people was for an offenſive war, and that they 

were alſo willing to ſupport the King in a vigorous | 
proſecution of it. Therefore, their plan for the Ye” : 

1757, was to divert Great Britain from the main 

object of the war in America, by provoking | us 

to become principals i in the German war. 

With this view we find the French took all 113 ma. 
their meaſures. And on the 17th of February, — W 
his Majeſty ſent a meſſage by the Right Hon. his Eleto- 
WIILIA Pirr, Eſq; one of the principal Se- 2 
cretaries of State, fignifying, ©* That it was always 
with reluctance that his Majeſty aſked any extra- 
ordinary ſupply of his people; but that, as the 
united counſels and formidable preparations of 
France and her allies threaten, with the moſt. 
alarming conſequences, Europe in general; and 
that as theſe moſt unjuſt and vindictive deſigns 
were particularly and immediately bent againſt his 
Majeſty's Electoral dominions, and thoſe of his. 


good ally the King of Pruſſia, his Majeſty did 
confide on the IRS zeal and affection of 
1 Wes his 
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A. P., his faithful Commons, that they would chearfully 
s 1. aſſiſt him in forming and maintaining an army of 
; obſervation, for the juſt and neceſſary defence and 
18 King of Preſervation thereof, and to enable his Majeſty to 
ua. fulfil his engagements with the King of Pruſſia, 
I! for the ſecurity of the empire, iat the irrup- 
tion of foreign armies, and for the ſupport of the 
common cauſe.” 
Ho the parliament — * and honoured this 
meſſage, by gtanting all his Majeſty requeſted, 
Diſagree. has been already related *; but it was not done 
able to the without a great outcry and clamour amongſt the 
If people without doors; who, on this occaſion, talked 
1 very freely againſt the projected army of obſerva- 
a tio in Germany, which they deemed a prelude 
to a ruinous continental war, that, ſooner or later, 
might ſtarve our operations by ſea, and in Ame- 
rica, and at the ſame time diſtreſs the nation with 
an accumulation of taxes, and an additional load 
of debts. However, the popularity of the mi- 
niſter, who, with his adherents, omitted nothing 
to diſcourage German meaſures ; and the compal- 
ſionate arguments urged in favour of Hanover, 
by the advocates for a continental war, threatened 
by the enemy of our nation, on our account only, 
reconciled them to an acquieſcence; if it could 
not bring them to approve a meaſure, which 
leaned fo apparently towards a-re-adoption of thoſe 
continental meaſures z upon a bare ſuſpicion of 
which any other miniſtry would have totally for- 
Allowed feited the confidence of the people. In a word, 


to be expe- the expediency of ſupporting Hanover and aſſt- 


d See the ſupplies on p. 125, &c. Vol. II. 


ing 


wut LATE WAR. 
ing the King of Pruſſia was allowed; and mea- 


ſures were taken immedlately to carry the neceſ- 


ſary reſolutions into execution. TWO hundred 
thouſand pounds was granted for the relief of his 
pruſſian Majeſty ©. His Royal Highneſs the Duke 


16r 
A. D. 
1757. 


of Cumberland was appointed to the chief com- 


mand of the army to be raiſed in Germany, to 
obſerve the motions of the French: and he ſet 
out accordingly for Hanover, on the gth of April, 
from London. The French army of | 80,000 
men, the choiceſt troops of France, under the 
command of M. de Eſtrees, having already paſſed 
the Rhine, ſeized upon the town of Embden and 
whatever belonged to the King of Pruſſia in Eaſt 


Frieſland, and by ſlow marches made the beſt diſ- 


poſitions toover-run his Britannic Majeſty's electo - 
ral dominions; and fixed upon Munſter for the 
Marſhal's head quarters. There was another army 


of 25,000 men, ſent from France, under the com- 


mand of the Prince of Soubiſe, which at the ſame 
time was employed in the reduction of Cleves, 
Meurs and Guelders, &c. after which ſervice, it 
was ordefed to Join the Imperial army of execution, 
againſt the King of Pruſſia and his allies. 


But ſuch was the equity and precaution of his The «qui- - 
Brirannic Majeſty to give no real cauſe, or appear- N. n 


itannmc 


ance of provocation, to any power; to invade his Majeſty. 


German dominions, that in theſe circumſtances, 
when a formidable French army was advanced to 
their frontiers, his Majeſty would not ſuffer his 
troops to take the field, till he had publiſhed to 


| © See the note on page 127. Vol. II. 
Vor. II. L the 
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His mo- 
tives, as 


Elector of Lunenburg, on this occaſion declared, That he had 


— 
for a 

ing in 
arms. 
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the world the juſt motives, which compelled him 
to repel force by force, and to defend him againſt 
the invaſion of his enemies by thoſe means, Provi- 
dence had put in his power. 

« His Britannic Majeſty, Elector of Brunſwick 


_ uſed his. utmoſt endeavours to prevent the war, 
which had riſen between him as King of Great 
Britain and the crown of France, and to accom- 
modate the differences, which occaſioned it, by 
way of negociation : That when he found theſe 
endeavours to be ineffectual, he ſtil] laboured to 
keep the war, which he could not prevent, within 
narrow bounds, that it 'might not interrupt the 


- tranquility of his dominions in Germany, much 


leſs the other ſtates of Europe, who had no con- 


cern in the quarrel: That in conſequence of this 
pacific diſpoſition, and becauſe in autumn, 1755, 
it was become more probable than ever, that 
France, to revenge the ſuppoſed injuries, which ſhe 
had received from his Britannic Majeſty, would 
attack his dominions in Germany, his Majeſty in 
the beginning of the year 1756, concluded a treaty 
with the King of Pruſſia, by which he had great 
reaſon to hope his pacific deſigns would have been 
rendered effectual; as by this treaty, purſuant to 
the deſign of it, it was probable the King of 
France would be diſappointed in his views“: and 


4 'This leads us to the reaſon of our ſubſidiary treaty with 


Ruſſia in 1755, which by this affertion, appears to have been 


made with a view to prevent any attempt upon Hanover, by 
the King of Pruſſia in alliance with France. See Vol. I. p. 
134, 135, 202, 203, 255, 256. ES 
though 
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Py new war has broken out unexpedtedly * : A.D. 


fence that time his Majeſty had carefully avoided 
taking any part in it. That it was impoſſible for 
the diſpaſſionate and impartial, after conſidering 
the conduct of his Britannic Majeſty on this occa- 
fion, not to ſee the injuſtice of all the motives and 
pretences of France for invading the electorate 
of Brunſwick, which is under the protection of 


the Empire: That, if theſe pretences were found- 


ed upon the war which had broke out between 
England and France, it would be eaſy to ſhew, 
that this war, both with reſpect to its cauſes, and 
its end, is entirely foreign to his Majeſty, as Elec- 
tor of Hanover, and to his Hanoverian domini- 
ons: and that as to the ſecond war, which had 
been kindled in Germany, the crown of France, 
as guarantee of rhe treary of Weſtphalia, had not 
the leaſt pretence on one hand, to act againſt the 


States before-mentioned, ſo long as his Majeſty. 


cannot be charged with any breach of the ſaid 
peace ; and on the other, France, as an ally and 
auxilliary of the Empreſs Queen, cannot juſtly 
act againſt a member of the Empire, who is not 


at war, nor has the leaſt difference with her Im- 
perial Majeſty. © But that, as France has notwith- 


ſtanding entered the Empire on the fide of Weſt- 


phalia, with a numerous army, which after hav- 


* Between the King of Pruſſia and the Empreſs Queen, and 
her allies, 1 


f As to his part: for his Britannic Majeſty declared his wal 


ignorance of any ſuch intention of the King of Pruſſia's in- 


_ Saxony and Bohemia, till it was actually done. See p. 80. 
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injuſtice and uſurpation, upon his own eſtates and 
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iog, garriſoned the Imperial city of Cologne, is 


advancing farther, and farther into the Electoral 


States of Brunſwick ; as it has already entered and 
raiſed contributions in the Biſhopric of Munſter 4 


and as his deſigns againſt the eſtates of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty in Germany, are too manifeſt to be 


doubted, he was compelled by indiſpenſible ne- 


ceſſity to aſſemble and march an army to avert, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Moſt High, all violence, 


thoſe of his neighbours : That, to prevent the ill 


. conſequence of falſe and artful inſinuations, his 


Majeſty thought it highly requiſite thus to declare 
to the whole world, that he was very far from 


| having conceived any deſign to act offenſively 


againſt any of the States of the Empire, or even 
againſt the crown of France: and that by the 


_ armament, and the march of his troops, to which 


he was compelled, he had no view, nor deſire, 


but to repreſs by the divine aſſiſtance all invaſion, 


violence and hoſtilities z and, if ſuch ſhould hap- 
pen, to do, as an original member of the Empire, 
what ſhall be juſt in the ſight of God and of man, 
and what is required of him by the ſtates, which 
the Almighty has placed under his protection: 
That he was confident, no perſon could miſtake 
or milinterpret that conduct, into which he had 


been forced upon the principles of ſelf-defence : 


and that he particularly confided in the faith and 
friendſhip of his co-eſtates in the Empire, that 


they would not diſcountenance his views in their 


favour, of keeping the calamities of war at a di- 


' ſtance. 


2 
1 
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ſtance from their fronciers ;; but chat they would A.D. 
rather facilitate and ſupport them : that being well nor: 
aſſured his Majeſty's troops would obſer? the 4-58 
moſt exact diſcipline, he hoped, they would i in re- 
turn, give them proofs of their good wil, par- | 
ticularly by furniſhing them, for ready money, | 
with ſuch proviſions and forage, as they ſhould 
want: and laſtly, that they would not furniſh his ö 
enemies with theſe or any other necefſaries, or ac- | 
commodations, that might be POS to his 
Majeſty” $dothifiions'or their own.” 

This declaration was ihintkecty' followed by The army 
aſſembling the army of obſervation, whicki con- 1 
| liſted of Hanoverians, Heſfians and ſome. other 


44 £8 


men, under His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland, who eſtabliſhed his head quarters at 
Bielfeldt, and there concerted the plan of opera- 
tions with the general officers, that were to act 
under hin. But what could be expected from Under 
ſo weak a force, and a meaſure, which by no es: 2 Bro ” 
means could be faid to be agreeable to the Eng- 1+b-ured. 
liſh, at whoſe expence this army was to be ſup- | 
ported; and at a juncture of time, the more un- 
fortunate for ſuch an undertaking, as it was to be 
carried into execution and ſupported by the old 
miniſtry reſtored, whoſe credit with the nation was. 
ſo entirely ſunk, and whoſe attachment to conti- 
nental meaſures, at the riſk of their national i in- 
tereſt, had been ſo often proved, that every wheel 
of the ſtate turned heavily from the day they re- 
N the management of public affairs. | 
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The diſintereſtedpeſs,.of that part, of the mini. 
firy, which had been called tothe helm, in the late 


duct of the promotion, appeared on every occaſion, in the 


new mini- 


filers. 


ſenate and in the cabinet. Great counſellors of 
ſtate (whoſe pre gceſſots had made it a conſtant 
rule to maintain their power by conſulting the in- 
clinations and paſſions of their ſovereign, and pa- 
tronizing no meaſure either in parliament, or at the 
council board, but what tended ia extend the pre · 
rogative, and to bring the Peggy. into a ſtare of 
_ to ſhew, that, as they had not bargained for their 
Places, vor ſurrendered their principles by capitu- 
latioh, he is the beſt ſervant of the, crown, that 
maintains his independency and candour in office; 
With the ſtricteſt regard to the intereſt of his 
country. Thus the firſt, time, Ir many years, 
the intereft of the 1 nation became the touchſtone 
of every meaſure piopoſed by the adminiſtration. 
Men, that could not be tempted to depart fm 
their 10 K. 50 that on themſelyes A ERP 


1 1 3 — 


try, debated every meaſure in ihe 7 of their 
ſovereign, without fear of his diſlike and reſeat- 
ment; and in parliament they remembered, that 
they fare in that auguſt houſe, not as ſervants to 
the crown, but as repreſentatives of the people, and 


guardiahs of their liberty and property; and that 


it was their duty to oppoſe. every as which, 
Io ec to, on . 
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However, this behaviour expoſed the patriot A- P. | | 
miniſters to great miſrepreſentations by their affo- Neg G * | 
 ciates-out of the old miniſtry, who ſtill continued rcggns the 


about the throne, and made their addreſs to his © 


Majeſty by exaggerating the oppoſition to thoſe 
meaſures, eſpouſed moſt warmly by his Myeſty, 
in behalf of his eleQoral dominions, and injuri- 
ouſly repreſenting the new minifters' to be luke- 
warm in promoting other meaſures, which the 
national ſervice required. So that by opportunity 
and importunity, and by conveying falſe ideas, 
injurious to the characters of Mr. P1TT and his 
adherents, in the late promotions to the miniſtry, 
they obtained their peremptory diſmiffion from 
their ſeveral offices; at a conjuncture of time, 
when wiſdom, * and e were more 
neceſſary than ever. 

A pen cannot depi the preſent PEER ſtate Thedeplo- 
of the nation in this real diſtreſs; without an ally, ef dhe u. 
but who required powerful aid from us; engaged dn. 
in a war with the moſt formidable enemy in Europe, 
and in a war hitherto unſucceſsful ; without any 
ſyſtem in its councils for carrying on the war to effect, 
and with a miniſtry in whom the nation could not 
confide : when the military virtue of our anceſtors 
ſeemed to be degenerared for want of proper 
diſcipline and ſervice z our operations againſt the 
enemy at a ſtop, and the rage of faction was every 
where conſuming the little remains of patriotiſm. 

At court the enemy ſeemed entirely to be for- 
got. There was no attention to any thing, but 
who could get, and keep the belt places. The 

| L 4 enemy 
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enemy was permitted to execute every plan, with 


out oppoſition: and, if it may be equitable to 
judge from circumſtances, that can be proved by 


b events ; there. was great reaſon to ſuſpect that 
N Mr. PiTT's plan againſt Louiſbourg, was not kept 


leet de- 


with that ſecreſy, amongſt the parties entruſted with 
its deſtination, as becomes a cabinet - council: nor 
carried ſo unanimouſly in the cabinet, as to pre- 
vent any private intrigue to render it -abortive, 
For, the equipment of this armament was by one 


means or other delayed till it was too late, either to 
attack Louiſbourg, or to favout any plan of ope- 


rations by Lord Loudon and the-Provincials, on 
the continent of North America. This fleet did 
not get from Cork before the 8th of May; and 
then, inſtead of Admiral Hawke, it ſailed under 
the command of Admiral Holbourne. Our at- 
tention to the ſecurity of our ſettlements in North 
America might be eaſily foreſeen by the French. 
But the plan for taking Loviſbourg, which we 
ſhall ſee was the principal object of the French 
armament at this conjuncture to prevent, could 
ſcarce have entered their thoughts, had it not been 
intimated to the. enemy; and, perhaps, as ſoon as 


it had been reſolved upon at St. James's; or it 


ttack of 

ouiſ- 
bourg re- 
ſolved up- 
on, 


would have been impoſſible to have provided ſo 


expeditiouſly for its defence. 

The reſolution to attack Louiſbourg, at the 
ſame time the French were to be driven from the 
Oh, and their ME epcroachments on. the conti- 


Coon ws 


affair 
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affairs to Mr. PiTT: and the preparations were 
begun to carry it into execution ſoon after Chriſt- 


mas. The French, truly ſenſible of the importance 


of Louiſbourg, immediately equipped, with the 


| 169. 
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utmoſt expedition, three ſeveral ſquadrons to cover How 
and defend Louiſbourg, and to ſtrengthen their 


forces on the continent. One, of nine ſhips, ſailed 
from Breſt on the goth” of Jan. 1757, with a 
body of troops on board; under the command of 
M. de Beaufremont : who ſteered for the Weſt 
Indies to reinforce the French garriſons in that 
quarter, and 'to wait the firſt opportunity to get 


into Louiſbourg after the breaking of the. ice. 


This was followed by another ſquadron of five 


ſhips, which ſailed under M. du Riveſt, about 
the beginning of April, with a number of troops, 


warlike ſtores and proviſions on board, from Tou- 
lon; eſeaped Admiral Saunders ſtationed off Gi- 
braltar, and arrived at Loviſbourg on the 4th of 
June. A third, conſiſting of 14 ſhips, failed on 
the 2d of May, (a week before Holbourne de- 
parted from Corke) under the command of M. du 
Bois de la Mothe, from Breſt, with a number of ſal- 
diers on board, and preſents for the Indians, and 
arrived at Loviſbourg on the 29th of June; where- 
as the Engliſh fleet did not arrive at Hallifax, the 
place of rendezvous, before the gth of July ; when 
both the ſeaſon, and the ſuperior ſtrength of the 
enemy, made it impracticable to carry Mr. PiTT's 
vigorous and ſeaſonable plan into execution, with 
tliy-hoped of Tuterſs, = TT gar. 
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Three fac- 
tions in the 
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There were three factions now formed againſt 
the great men of the nation: Of which it will be 
neceſſary to obſerve, That one of them, which had 
the greateſt parliamentary intereſt, and the greateſt 
intereſt alſo with the monied people, conſiſted of 


ſuch as had grown into place and power under the 


induſtriouſiy raiſed - and; increaſed by ſarcaſtical 


old miniſtry : were greatly reſpected by the King, 
for their long and adulating ſervices and compli- 


ances ; but weak in ſome; material points; and not 


at all popular, Another faction, whoſe - parlia- 
mentary ſtrength was much inferior to the former, 
had the character of better abilities, and an in- 
tereſt at one court able to balance that of. the old 
miniſtry, by means of a then powerful connection; 

yet they were more unpopular; and that very 
powerful connection made them much leſs teſpect 
ed at another court; and ſtill worſe with the gene- 
rality af the people; whoſe jealouſies had been 


hints and whiſpers., A third faction formed itſelf, 
without the aid of parliamentary, or court influ- 
ence; almoſt entirely upon the popularity of their 
leader, whoſe abilities recommended him to their 
eſteem, who had no other views than a redreſs of 


grieyances. , His eloquence and dilintereſtednels 


could not be denied by his enemies: and the na- 
tion placed their whole dependance upon his wil- 
dom, integrity and love for his country. 

_ Theſe, factions differed extremely in enn to 
power : though the two former were near agreed 
in the general ſcheme of their politics. They 


* upon the increaſe of power in France, as 
the 


2 . >. 
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the greateſt of all evils: and therefore thought it A. D. 


abſolutely neceſſary to maintain a balance of power, 
or to ſeek the ſafety and liberty of Great Britain 
in the general ſafety and liberty of Europe. This 
ſyſtem had drawn them, many years, into cloſe 
connections with the powers on the oinent, by 
large ſubſidies and inconſiſtent treaties, and even 
by fighting their battles in foreign quarrels. 
This furniſhed an argument for a ſtanding army: 
and prevailed. with them to empiay aur navy in 
ſubſerviency to the continental ſyſtem. They 
were alſo; peculiar in ther notions about our con- 
ſtitutional liberty. Both parties declared againſt 
arbitrary power, and admitted the uſefulneſs of 
parliaments, They pretended to be ſtanch friends 
to the copſticution, and ſtrenuous aſſertors of che 
legal rights of the people: But, under a miſtaken 
notion of government, they deviated into the 
very principles and practices, they publickiy diſ- 


avoweg. 2 They threw the ballance of power into | 


the crown, which our conſtitution requires to be 
equal in all its parts. They, for this purpoſe, ex- 
tended the influence of the court by creating nu- 
merdus lucrative places and empley ments at the 
diſpoſal of the crown. By the means of theſe 
places, they ſecured a majority in parliament; 
and ſo long as they could preſerve this majority, 
they gave themſelves no concern about the eſteem 
and apptobation of the people. It was aſſembled 
wo raiſe money for them, to do as they pleaſed 
vith it 3 and that judicature, which ought to be a 
v. miniſters, ſkreened them from pu- 
"Wy | niſhment, 
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. D. niſhment, if impeached * the nation Faw their 
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- 


miſconduct. 
The third, which, for diftin&ion ſake; let ns 


call the popular party, did alſo think it neceſſary 


to ſet bounds to the power and influence of 
France, amongſt the neighbouring ſtates: But 
theſe differed much about the means; and were 
for making the operations of which neceflicy, or 


ſound policy, might oblige Great Britain to take 


a part in, upon the continent, to be entirely 
ſubſervient to our naval ſtrength, as 'a more 
natural and leſs expenſive plan of politicks. They 


ſaid, that they could depend in the moſt Hazard - 


ous and deſperate ſervice, on the naval” com 

manders, becauſe their way of life, ee. 
ferocity of manners, ſecuted them fromm chat lux. 
ury and effeminacy, (which is the corruption of 
thoſe,” who- abuſe their leiſure in dreſs, gaming, 
and female intrigues) and inſtilled into them a 
ſpirit. of duty and glory. So that, the fleet being 
the natural ſtrength of this nation, their thirſt af. 
ter conqueſt and fame is the ſame as the people's 
at home, who act upon national principles. 
It was urged in defence of this ſyſtem, That 
our ſituation, as an iſland, preſcribes to us 2 


conduct very different from all other nations: 


That our ſtrength and our ſupport is in our navy 
and trade; and that, as they mutually ſupport 
each other, they ought to go hand in hand. 
But that, if we abandon our natural element, we 
ſhould then turn our back to our real intereſts, and 
enter into an inextricable labyrinth of continental 
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politicks: if we take a ſhare in every controverſy; 4. P. 

if we conſume our treaſure in retaining the friend- 1757- 
ſhip of - petty princes and ſtates; if we laviſh 
Britiſh blood in German quarrels ; we are fo far 

from attacking France, to our advantage, that 

we expoſe ourſelves to ruin by our ill-judged ef. 

forts, on the ſtrong ſide of the enemy. 

They further argued, That while Great Britain 
preſerves a ſuperiority at ſea, there can be no 
danger ariſe from the ſuperiority of the French on 
the continent: that we can always cut the ſinews 
of the enemy's ſtrength, by deſtroying their trade 
and commerce; that there can be no fear of an 
invaſion, from the country that has no marine to 
ſupport it: that a ſtanding army of mercenaries 
is dangerous to freedom ; and might be made- 
uſeleſs by a well-regulated militia : and that a go- 
vernment like ours, connected by its very eſſence 
with the Jiberty of the ſubject, can never be in 
want of parliamentary influence, bribery and cor- 
ruption, or any other ſupports of deſpotic power. 

For, where rulers 1 well, the people will do 
their duty. 

Great as the eſteem had been for the right ho- How the | | 
nourable gentleman, who was at the head of this Rem in — 
party, before his late promotion to the important bre bee. 
truſt of the ſteerage of the ſtate; it was moſt ſur- 
priſingly enhanced by his conduct, and the union 
of parties brought about by his wiſdom, during | 
his ſhort adminiſtration. The healing balſams he 
was continually pouring Ar of the abundance of 
love for his country, had already cured her wounds, - 

| revived 
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A. D. revived her ſpirits, and made her ready to face 
| 4757+ the enemy in the moſt advantageous and pro- 
miſing manner. The more benefit was received 
through his council and direction, the more odi- 
ous his predeceſſors in office and truſt appeared 
Its effects in the opinion of the public. So that at his dif- 
— miſſion from the direction of the national affairs, 
it would be difficult to affirm, whether the voice 
of the nation echoed more in his, and in the praiſe 
of his aſſociates in office and diſgrace; or in the 
accumulated invectives thrown out by all degrees 
againſt them, whom they had diſliked and com- 
plained of before, for their mal - adminiſtration, 
and to whom they now imputed all the. misfor- 
runes, which were expected to * this change 

in the miniſtry. 

Why Mr. It appeared now moſt evidently, That the fac- 
3 tion, againſt whom the addreſſes to the throne had 
— delivered themſelves ſo openly, had been com- 


pelled to take Mr. PiTT and his adherents into 


the miniſtry, to prevent the conſequences of thoſe 
inſtructions, which the people had given to their 
repreſentatives in parliament. For, had his Ma- 
jeſty been prevailed upon, by the votes or ad- 
dreſſes of his parliament, to diſmiſs his timid, in- 
active and inglorious miniſters from all places of 
truſt, and from his councils and preſence, there 
muſt have been an entire end of their power. By 


this means they prevailed with the people to puſh 
them no farther; and by the ſame means they 


perſuaded his Majeſty, That they would not op- 


poſe his inclination to ſatisfy his ſubjects. But 


when 


B . L. 3 5 4 


TH LATE WAR. 9 


when the old ones had thus managed the nation, 4- D. 
in regard to their on ſafety ; their grand point "Oe" | 
was to make this change ſubſervient to their prin- 

cipal object; which was, to ruin their new aſſo- 

ciates, in the ſtate, in the opinion of the people, 

and, at all events, to keep the King in a conti- 

nual diſlike and jealouſy: of their counſels and 
meaſures, - When they could be thus abaſed in 

the opinion of the public and of the King; it 

would then have been moſt eaſy for theſe; to re- 

ſume their power, and the. adminiſtration, withour 

any oppoſition from the deceived nation. 

But how egregiouſly were theſe ſtateſmen out Dinap- 
of their politics in this affair, as well as in regard*” RO. 
to the nation. The patriots ſo conducted them- 
ſelves in place, that they loſt none of their popu- 
larity. Their - virtues became more conſpicuous, 
more admired, more univerſally known: though 
their ſteady oppoſition to the old ſyſtem of neg- 
letting our natural ſtrength, and the national in- 
tereſt, to enter into, and eſpouſe the quarrels of 
our neighbours, where we can have no intereſt, 
gave their - aſſociates in power a handle to ruin 
them in the King's eſteem ; whoſe regard for his 
native country filled him with too great a defire 
to ſupport Hanover and its dependences, at all 
events, and at the riſk of the Britiſh intereſt. 

Thus, when his Majeſty had been worked up Honours 
to a pitch of diſſatisfaction, and to a reſolution to sse 
diſmiſs Mr. Prrr, Mr. Legge, Lord Temple, miniſters. 
&. from "his ſervice ; the people, always grate- 
ful to their bene factors and friends, received them 

with 


176 
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with the greateſt tokens of approbation, for theit 
diſintereſted conduct, their firm attachment to 
the true intereſt of their country, and their un- 
equalled abilities. The higheſt mark of an Eng- 
liſhman's bleſſing, above other nations, is his li- 
berty: and the moſt generous token of the peo- 
ple's regard and love for theſe patriots was im- 
mediately ſignified by preſentations of their free. 


dom, from the moſt populous, moſt opulent and 
reſpectable corporations; with addreſſes of thanks 


to Mr. Pier and Mr. Legge, for their integrity 
and ſervices, incloſed in gold boxes, or ſome other 


elegant materials, enriched with emblems, con- 


Old mini- 
ſtry reſtor- 
ed. 


veying the RN of * N e . 755 
gratitude ?. 
In the mean ans oe ert the leaders in this re- 


moval, * in the 1 reſumed 
th dhe 

5 4 9 Wt 
f usa in the „ Lon - 
don, to preſent the freedom of that city to the Right Ho- 
nourable William Pitt, late one of bis Majeſty's principal ſe- 
eretaries of ſtate ; and to the Right Honourable Henry Bilſon 
Legge, late chancellor of his” Majefty's exchequer, in teſti- 
mony of the grateful ſenſe, which the city of London enter. 


tained of their loyal and diſintereſted conduct, during their 
truly honourable, though ſhort adminiſtration; their beginning 


a ſcheme of public ceconomy, and at the ſame time leſſening 
the extent of miniſterial influence, by a reduction of a num- 
ber of uſeleſs placemen ; their noble efforts to ſtem the gene- 
ral torrent of corruption, and to revive, by their example, the 
almoſt extinguiſhed love of virtue, and our country; their 
zeal to promote a full and impartial enquiry into the real 


- cauſes of our late loſſes in America and the Mediterranean: 


independency of Great Britain, the honour and true intereſt 


And, laſtly, their vigilant attention to ſupport the glory and 


of 


— — - 2 
Tz. 


— 


> 


* 


N LEGGE 


The Right Hon HENRY BILSO 


- * 


pe 

-- * 
= 9833 

— — - — — 


9 * 8 
3 —— == — 
2 


= ISAs 


RY 1 * 1 3 _ 3 13 PTE AS a 4 1 


90e K. mms e . 


f 
n 


3 
Sg 
Tm LATE WAR. 177 
che reins of government: But there was no Kuled A. D. 
miniſtry. A new board of admiralty, indeed was 757. 
formed, with the Earl of Winchelſea at its head. 
Mr. Legge was ſucceeded in the exchequer by 
Lord Mansfield: but no one was appointed in 
the place of Mr. PIT r. And the contention now 
grew ſo ſtrong about power, and the diſpoſal of 
places belonging to the crown, that the parties, 
who had ſo carefully guarded their royal maſter 
from the approaches of their rivals in the mi- 
niſtry, attended ſo induſtriouſly to their particular 
intereſts, that they neglected the avenues to the 
throne, and ſuffered the general vbice of the peo- 
ple to plead their own cauſe of complaint, and 
to ſound the praiſes of che diſgraced ſervants of 
the crown, in the royal eaf.” On the cotitrary, the Their cams 
affairs of the court party became ſo deſperate, that duct. 
they openly encouraged bribery and corruption; 
and did not ſtick at ſpeaking and writing againſt 
all principles of morality and virtue, and in fa- 
vour of political vice; aſſerting, that the moſt 
baſe acts of corruption, villainy and deceit, are 
neceſſary in the government of a ſtate or com- 
monwealth. 

The Spaniards, who had beans to conduct Behaviour 
themſelves with more circumſpection and reſpect — 15 
towards the Engliſh, under Mr. P1TT's admini- 
ſtration , reſumed their partial and unjuſt Pao» 


of the crown, with the juſt tights and liberties of the ſabjeRt 3 
thereby moſt effeQually ſecuring the affections of a free * 
ple to his Majeſty and his illuſtrious family. 
h See page 28, Vol. II. | 
Vo . II. M ceed- 
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2s foon as it was underſtood at Madrid, that the 


old miniſtry had driven him from the ſeat of go- 
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The Spaniards were ſo ane iy dür b Parts, re- 
monſtrances in this caſe, that an order was given by his wok 
Catholic Majeſty, to re-deliver-the prize to the } Engliſh. _. 

On the advice of this order from the Spaniſh court, the 
proptitrors of the Antigallicat privateer wrote the following 
letter to the Ripht Honour#ble Mr. Pirr, though he was, ar 
2 abb from the . of eee 


'$1 * f | i | + 4 | 
We the managers in pve of be privats hip of wat a 


| Antigallican, together with the laudable aſſociation of Anti- 
f gallicans, eſtabliſhed at the Lebeck's-head in the Strand, muſt 


think 6urſelves loſt to All ſenfe of honour, of gratitude, and 
concern for our country, were we not to take the earlieſt op- 


portunĩty to return you our ſincereſt thanks, for your ſeaſon- 


able and ready execution of his Majeſty" s orders on our be- 
half, in regard to our ſhip, and prize, which have been ſo long 
detained in the bay of Cadiz, by the cruel, treacherous, and 
partial behaviour of the governor, after killing and wounding 
ſeveral of the men, and impriſoning our officers and the reſt 
of our crew, in open violation of the maſt folemn treaties, 
notwithſtanding ſhe was before legally condemned to us. 
The eaſineſs of our acceſs to you, and your generous pro- 
tection in our rights, and polite treatment in your office, filled 
every heart with joy rather to be conceived thin expreſſed, as 
well knowing that your ann this n was more than 
an omen of its ſucceſs. 
| Your Whole behaviour in the affair has been 65 noble, ſo 
ſteady, and uniform, that we are at a loſs Where to admire 
_ _ in the * the proſecation, or the event. 
b 4 Believe 


„% eln ATEN AN 


Tue northern powers erected cheir creſts, and 4. PD. 


threw out ſeveral hitits, no ways agreeable to 


„ . 


igrereſt and diguity of Great Britain, under the northern 


north. The Ruſſtans made no ſcruple of their 
reſolation- to expteſs their diflike of the Bricifly 
alliance with Pruſſia, and to join the co 5 
againſt the King of Pruſſia, and had already en- 
tered and-commitred hoſtificies in that King's do- 
minions. The Swedes were” enlifted under a 
French ſubſidy, and had declared their readineſs 
to favour the deſigns'Vin Germany, by the moſt 
vigorous diverſion; in their decfining power, oft 
the fide of Pomerania. The King of Denmark 
only preſerved ſome appearance of a pacific and 


plauſible colour of maintaining the peace of therowen. 


neutral temper; but was far from being depended Mus 


upon, ſhould he meet with an opportunity to avail 
himſelf and his dominions, by taking part with 


Believe us, Sir, When we ſay, that after paying our molf 
profound duty to bis Majeſty on this occaſion, we think our» 
ſelves bound in gratitude to acknowledge you as the next im. | 
mediate cauſe of the reſtitution of our ſhip and prize; and ws 
do with true ſincerity of heart moſt ardently wiſh and pray, 
that his Majeſty may never want a miniſter like you, to bear 
with impartiality, to adviſe with candour and judgment, and 
with che moſt ſteady reſolution to procure a proper redreſs 
for the grievances of his Majeſty's ſubjects. We are, with the 
utmoſt defetence and reſpect, Sir, n 

Lebeck's-head, Your moſt obliged, and 

15 April, 1757. | Mot obedient bumble ſervants. 


1428 


Compare this letter with the advice ſent from the Engliſli am- 
bafſadior at Madrid, page 29. Vol. II. and you will nd, that 
the expectations of the proprietors were well founded. | 
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confederates, who began to be equally 


757-1 offenſive, to Heſſe and Hanover, as to the King 


of Pruſſia. And the Emperor was accelerating, 


as much as the nature of his office would permit, 


Of North 


America. 


the aſſembling an army of the circles, which, un- 
der the name of an army of execution, was in- 
tended to favour and even to join the Auſtrians, 
French and Ruſſians. The French were driving 
the army of obſervation before them; their arms 
diffuſed terror wherever they marched, and there 
was not a court in Europe, where their intereſt 
had not ſuperſeded that protection and reſpect the 
Britiſh nation had a right dan UT 
ports and ſtates. - | 
Our affairs in North America were ain We 
the declivity of deſtruction, and by the advices 


received in the ſpring it appeared that they ap- 


Ae of the ampire acknowledge the juſtice of 
the complaints addreſſed to them by the Emperor and 4he 


Empreſi- Queen, concerning the King of Pruſſia invaſion of 
Bohemia and Saxony, They approved the Emperor's condutt 
on this occaſion, as having been entirely conformable to the 
laws and conſtitutions of the empire, to the ordinance of exe- 
cution, to the peace of Weſtphalia, and to his Imperial Ma- 
eſty's capitulation, They agreed that proper methods mult 

taken to re-inſtate the King of Poland in the poſſeſſion of 
his hereditary countries, and procure him a full indemnifica- 


| tion for the prejudice he has ſuffered, and alſo to procure for 


the Empreſs-Queen the ſupport and ſatisfaction, which ſhe has 

a Fight to expect. At the ſame time the colleges of the em- 

pire reſolved, that all the circles of the empire ſhould treble 

their reſpective contingents, in order to gain theſe ends, N. B. 

The troops of the circles, by trebling the contingents, would 
ave formed an army of above 100,000 men. 


va 2 =Y; proached 


1. 
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nearer to the brink of ruin, . 4b. 
Lord Loudon had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by bis di- 
ligence and wiſdom in eftabliſhing- an harmony, 
to unite the provinees heartily in the common 
cauſe againſt the triumphing enemy; yet ſuch was 
the loſs of Oſwego, that the enemy were become 
maſters of all the lakes; and thereby poſſeſſed of 
every means, either to perſuade, or to compel the 
back Indians to deſert, and to fight againſt the 
Engliſh, This was followed by the loſs. of the 
friendſhip or aſſiſtance of the Six Nations, whoſe. 
communication was cut off by the impolitic de- 
molition of the forts at the Great Carrying-Place, 
and by the ſtopping up of Wood's Creek: and the 
delightful plantations on the German Flatts, and 
along the Mohawk river. were immediately de- 
ſtroyed by fire and ſword. In a word, had not 
Fort William Henry, in which a conſiderable 
garriſon had been placed at the coneluſion of the 
laſt campaign been ſtrong enough to reſiſt the 
power of the French, who marched againſt it, 
early in the year, nothing could have prevented: 
their eee _ u en Us Wenn; 
America. 
The garriſon of this fort was * c in- Pon Wil- 
deed ſurprized with a noiſe and a light, at a con- y derm d. 
ſiderable diſtance down the lake, having kept no 
ſcouts to watch the motions, nor ſpies to dive 
into che operations and intentions . ee e e, 


1 See page 4. Vol. II. | 
At abour on o'dock in the ent of th 160 of 
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AD. andin/abolt two hours aftery the 
7% army was perceived to-advance regularly upon the 
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ice towards the font : hut they were fo warmly' 
received with a brifk'fire both of the artillery and 
ſmall arms of the garriſom, that the main body 
retreated; and, after making two fruitleſs attempis 
to ſet fire to a ſloop and the battoes belonging to 


pte furt, toy wichdrew at day break, leaving be · 


round the fort; but 
great bravery, for ſome time, through a continual 
fie of artillety and ſmall arms from the garriſon, 


effectual, and being driven back, they, after ſetting 
fire to two loops, and enn eee 
retreated at day · breals. 


noob the French army 
Ticonderoga. But all on a ſudden; two men 
were ſent back with a red flag towards the fort; 
from whence an officer and four men were diſ- 


hind them ſome ſcaling ladders and combuſtibles; 
though they conſiſted of neat 2000 regulars, Ca- 
nadians, and Indians, and were provided with' 
„ ee eee 
general aſſault. #1 4% df 

" However they ſoon afrer appeared again ae 
lake, and with parties on each ſide of it, diſpoſed 
in fuch'a manner as indicuted a reſolution to ſur 
though. they advanced with 


they once more retreated, for that day, „. 

On the 20th about midnight, they reſumed the 
attack; and it was teſolved to ftorm the place 
with their whole army. But this proving alſo in- 


Every thing appeated Favorable "ey Pane 
ſcemed to take the fout to 


patched to meet them; and they brought in = 
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of thoſe men, who had à letter from M. de Vin, A. D. 
drevil, oom under of the French army, directed 
to tho commanding oſficer of Fort William Henry, 
ſignifying ! "Phat he had ſent ME le Chevalier le summon- d 
„ Merciet, commander of the artillery, to ac 1 
4 quaint them with his reſolution ; and that fie FA 
might give entire credit to wat he ſhould ſuy 
„to him on his behalf 
M. 1e Mercier was the other perſon, and Was 
now brought in [blindfolded by another officer. 
His meſſage was, in ſubſtance; „* That M. de 
Vaudreuil was averſe to the ſhedding of human 
blood, and ſhould be glad to put an end to the 
war: und therefore, for this good end, That, 
as the Engliſn, he ſaid, had been the aggreſſors, 
by ineroaching upon his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
territories, and built forts on them, he propoſed 
tharthe taid forts mithe be ddliveredupinia yon 
able manner: that the garriſon ſhould'be allowed 
all the honours of war, and be permitted to carry 
away all their moſt valuable effects, requiring omy 
dians, from whom they needed not be under any 
apprehenſion, as there were regulars» enough to 
protect the garriſon from any violence that might 
offer: and concluded that if theſe terms u re 
not accepted, they would immediately mu a ge- 
neral aſſault, which; mould ey fcored;otheiger- 
een take the conſtquence ?! 
To which: the borumandiog:etibetiinae=forr Bravely 
e this anſwer to the French co ander, defended. 
That lis faxed reiolution was x0/defend h Ma- 
ar! | M 4 _ jeſty's 
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A. D. jeſty's gatriſon to the laſt extremity.” M. je Mer. 
757. cier-was then diſmiſſed and conducted back blind - 
folded: and ſoon after his arrival at his on ar · 

my, the French' wheeled about; and every thing 
vas made ready for a general aſſault; But neither 
the threats of the enemy, nor their ſuperior num - 
bers could intimidate the garriſon, though at that 
time very ſickly. The officers: behaved with the 
greateſt vigilance, care and reſolution. The men 
vere determined to die rather than yield. So 
that, upon the return of the enemy to the attack, 
they were very, roughly handled, and driven hack 

a ſecond. time with, conſiderable loſs. Neverthe- 
leſs, ag if this had been a ſervice. to be executed, 

at all events, the French commander once more 
returned to the aſſault ; and in the night made n 
third general attack ; but with no better ſucceſs. 
Nie then ſet fire to ſeveral ſtore-houſes belonging 
to the provincial troops, and to all the huts of 
the rangers, which burnt with great fury, but did 

no further damage; and afterwards, burnt a loop 

on the Weitz. and ey i ee ahh 

his army. | 
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 Piflike of/ Machina bos this abe 8 of ane 


cer fort in the deſerts of North America, offered to 
pues. aſſwage the ferment of the nation. Every other 
| 2 to inereaſe their indigna- 
tion againſt the men, who had brought them 

"joro their ruinoys condition: had got poſſeſſion of 


the immenſe ſums. granted, laſt parliament, on the 


ue pod opinion, the people entertained of the ad- 


Aniſtration under Mr. Pirr, and ſhewed the 
99 9 8 ſame 


io e Een ig 

ſame diſpoſition to ſquander the public money, 77. 
as they had done in, the preceding eat, without 87 
due attention to the national ſtrength and intereſt. 
It is, no wonder therefore that: the people 
& cried -aloud; far, redreſs. and [vigorouſly {ups 
« parted the minority, in, whoſe wiſdom, and in- BB. 
« .tegrity, they could ſafely contide, Here, ſays > 
« a late author“, were: exhibited ſtrong; proofs of 

the natural ſpirit of a brave and free people, 

„who had been treated like ſlaves, by baſe arts 

* and; the moſt abuſive language. It i a leſſoen = 
*, that. dught to be, precious to prinees, eſpecially | 

4 of this iſland; while ſuch men were in power, 
*,45-the people diſapproved, mis fortune followed ie 
4 misfortune; and the nation was divided ane 
diſtracted: but when ſuch men ate employed; 5 
as they do approve, unanimity, vigour and ſu e- 

* ceſs, crown their efforts. Thus a King, acting 

4 with his people, is all power CI 

# without: them he is nothing.. In $00 

„ Such was the diſconſolate face of ufs, when The na- 

the general voice of an abuſed people rouſed the 22 
„Great into fear; even thoſe who had treated the Pirr. 
general voice of the people, with contempt, 
dxeaded the rod of national vengeance; and 
+. therefore, when the cries of injury became 
jouder and louder every day, from all parts of 
« the kingdom {and the partizans of L He 
made the intereſt of the family a common cauſe 
n that of che nation, and enn the 


ad ning 


IE 5 eee lr re Adminiadon, ih 
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people 
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A. D. people in the recommendation of Mr Prrr] 
757. they thougbt it high me to 
44 tables, and fuffer a fe honeſt, 

men, hot ſpirit enough to ſave — 

ty from che deſtructtonſ its which the others 

« were to tumbiſe it, to apprbaclt the 

4 throne ! And it it very certain; that the re- 
Roration/of Mr. PI to the office of ſecretary of 
ſtare might have much ſooner taken place, had not 
that right honourable gentleman deſired io be ex- 

cuſed the ſervice, which, experience had taught him, 


was not to be performed with equal ſatis faction 


Erne, to his King and to his country. Mir. Pi r's aver- 
23 1” ſion to continental meaſures had brought him into 
—_— diſgrace with his royal maſter; whoſe affectiom 
were naturally warped towards his native country. 

Theſe meaſures had always. been the way for re- 
commendation to the royal favour z, and yet al- 

ways, the ruin of the national intereſt; and if, 

once more permitted to ſuperſede our country's 

cauſe, might prove the deſtruction not only of our 
dolonies and trade ; but alſo of the royal family 
dn the throne; A foreſight, which was ſo evident 
o the court of the P, that they unanimouſly, 


and with -moſt ſolemn - engagements to ſupport 
His meaſures and favour, with the King againſt 
the faction, that had worked him out before, 
conjured Mr. Pirr to reſume the ſeals ; in- 
treating him, in the moſt prevailing manner, 


to ſave the family, io ſavt the nation by pre- 
venting the exceſs of meaſures, which the failings 
'of the —— had made unavoidable, and by n turn 
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ing, "what could not be avoided in the local attach- py 
ments, to ſome national advantage. When sgi 7555 


misfortunes, that might ariſe from the to en. perament 
tremes; betwyden all attention to the * 
and 10 attention. It was now propoſed to pratify 


the Prince upon the throne, not Wen engäzing in 


all the buſineſs of the continent 'withoor reſerve, 
and ſo to plunge ourſelves into real enn Gt or 
dead of poffible miſchiefs; but -with "afliting 
our friends and allies, om che continent, in ways 
and means kon agreerble to our inſular ſituation; 
wich is, by way of diverfion with our fleers, and 
with ſuch land force and money, as our ftreng 
and finances, our intereſt," rid che importance of. 
| the" quarrel, ane 
Thus we ſee when the nation was almöſt ruined 
by the conflict for power, Mr. Pix r, quite retired 
from the noiſe of the world, quite diſembatraſitd, 
and content to enjoy the comforts of life without 
further honours, than the general approbation of 
his fellow-ſabje&s, as well as the conſciouſneſs of 
having ſerved his King and country with wiſdom 
and fidelity, was ready to facrifice his private caſe 


to the public trouble; that he might plead the 7 00 


cauſe of his country in the cabinet, as well as in 
the ſenate, and that he might give che ? 
the moſt convineing proof of his fincere attach⸗ 
ment to che intereſt of the family in poſſeſſion of 
the crown. And further zt muſt be remarked; 
That Mr. Pirr, by accepting of the ſeals, under 
theſe circumſtances, we apprehend, could not bs 
charged 


Here we find 1 temperument to prevent the The tem. 
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As D. charged with any conſequences. ariſing from con- 


1757+ tinental meaſures, which were _ in bis power 

to prevent, in oppoſition to the King and the 

council but only for thoſe, meaſutes, which he 

4 2 or did not endeavour to make n. 

ſervient to the intereſt of Great Britain. 

Mr. Piyr The. temperament being thus ſettled . 

the friends of our country, and the family, with 

all due ſubmiſſion be it ſaid, Mr. Pr yielded to 

their intreaties, and a coalition was formed in the 

beſt manner the preſent circumſtances would per- 

mit; when it would have been impoſſible for any 

| particular party to carry on the public buſineſa on 

_ its own ſingle bottom. A change in the adminiſtra- 

tion was brought to paſa. The ſeals of ſecretary 

of ſtate were given to Mr. Pir ye, The Duke 

of Newcaſtle was appointed firſt Lord of the trea- 

ſury, Mr. Legge chancellor of the exchequer, 

Lord Anſon was made firſt lord of. the admiralty. 

Lord Temple was appointed lord priyy-ſeal, and 

Mr. Fox was made paymaſter of the forces. 

The com- , Here, we may date the beginning of Mr, Pirr's 

_—_— adminiſtration : and it began with the only heal- 
admini- ing meaſure that could be purſued, The parties 

— themſelves were ſatisfied, and ſo were their nu · 

merous friends : part of whom were put into of- 

fices of leſs importance. The miniſters conde- 

ſcended to an amicable capitulation in their ſeve · 

ral opinions, which they had violently puſhed i in 

4 Tn ſeveral extremes; and from that ace, 


on de 29th of June 75). 2 
1900 4. 24 Ab ho the 


m bug 
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for, though they blamed the lords at the head'of 
che treaſury and admiralty boards, and the pays 
maſter of the forces, for all their miſcarriages and 
misfortunes, their opinion of Mr. Pir rs dili- 
gence and capacity obliterated the remembrance of 
paſt errors in his aſſociates, ho ſeerned heretofore 
inflexibly oppoßte to him; and they truſted ly 
to his wiſdom, for the meaſures to humble France. 


' the nation began to hope, the oouncif to be und. I. p. 


757. 


The miniſtry was not only eſtabliſned in ours _ 


ward form, by this arrangement, but even in the |; 2 


hearts of men, as Bolinbroke ſays, by Mr. Pr 
being allowed to be the principal director of af- 
fairs, without his aſſuming to become a premier. 
The genius of England ſeemed to tiſe wich the 


adminiſtration, and a nem ſoul diffuſed "itſelf . 


throughaut all ranks of people; whoſe hearts 
burnt with reſentment to wipe out paſt diſgraces 


and to reſtore the glory, honour and true character 
of their country “. 


The difficulties Mr. Pr had to encounter at pimculucs 


his reſuming the ſeals, were greatly increaſed ſince "eaſed 


his firſt appointment to the direction of public minidra- 


continent perceived ſuch diſtractions in our nation, 
ſuch diviſions amongſt che Grän, and ſo little wiſ- 
dom and vigour in our councils; not only the 


Spaniards, but the petty ſtare of -Malta, -and the | 


» See review of Mr, rer wee e 5. 
i 27. third edition. Has 
\- gg | "- Regeney 
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affairs, in December laſt. As the powers on he 
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A. D. Regeney of Tuſcanyi were ſpirited up by the gaf. 
-#757- conades of France, and che ex atupir of Spain, in 
the forcible detention of the Antigallican and her 
priae, and thought the mſel ves ſafe from the reſents 
ment of Great Britain, in their moſt partial action 
towards our enemies: as ipprars in the caſe of the 
St. George private ſfũp of war; Captain Fortunaryy 
Wright, who in an Engliſh priraterr was become 
the tetrot of the French im the Meqitetranean . 
One of his priaes, which he cartied into Malta; 
1 was detained by that government, upon à falſe 
1 91h claim made hy the French. And te was thtestned 
by the Regency of Leghorn to be arreſted and 
his pri vateer to be ſeized, for doing no more than 
defending himſelf againſt two French 'privateery 
within che port of Ferraio: according to che ac- 
count in the note below © The delay of che 
11 2845 72140 1 45 Adr 175 American 


4 He had deſtroyed one lasen, Abbie —— | 
taken ten prizes. © 


| r roar gig. | 
ben % We adviſed you in our laſt of the departure of the ft 
..../, . George, Captain Wright, with four prizes, under convoy of 
de Jerſey man of war, for Cagliari and this place. We yefter- 
day teceived an expreſs from Porto Farraio; acquainting ws 
of the arrival there of a prize belonging to Captain Wilſon, 
and one of Captain Wright's, who parted with che convoy 
In a hard gale of wiad. The inſolence of the French, tho" 
m neutral ports, heightens to the greateſt degree; as you'll 
thiak from the condett of the eiftains of two French priva- 
py teers that happened to be in Porto Farraio on the arriyal of 
che to afore-mentioned prizes ; they immediately addreſſed 
the governor, requeſting him to order them for ſea, as being 
the: zaptures of a pyrate; the governor's reply was, that as 
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American armament; which: he had. ſo ſeaforably 4. B. 


opportunity to counteract: cheic intention 2 and ag 
his re- appointment 0 the direction of public ate 


fairs; he found the enemy more powerful both ian 
America, more formidable on the continent 
Europe, and with a amore reſpectable navy, than 
ar the cmmence mant oft che wan. The — 


they Aal i ade Eöghm Colos, he 3 Sen them 
and ordered them, at their peril, to commit by vialente ; 5 
they mude light ,of thi” governor's orders, nee by: x veiled 
arrived here to-day we have vic of their attempt to cut ou 
Captain Wright's Wire 2ST: privatem got ready for ſea, 


with their anchors and ſent their bo to cut 
cable: the captain of the prize had only time to get ſome 


moſkets add] they fred u volly it the boats, Ad killed one 
man; this alarmed the /ceodnels, when notice was ſeait!ts' ths - 
governor, who immediately ordered be wor privateers e 
depart, upon which they went 10 Porto Lungoni, in the ſama 


iſland; they mount 1 guns * and chere are three more 
privateers on the coaſt, tt is not furprizing that the French 
| ſhould attempt to treat Captain Wright ab a pyrate uftef the 
example ſet chem by chis-governmert ; and us ate forry to ac- 
quaint you, that ſo far from obtaining any redre6 ſor che in- 
3 to the amount of 3ool. though, we are 
aſſured the ſtrongeſt repreſentations have been made to the cqurt 
of Vienna, Sir Horatio Mann has wrote our conſul word, that 
ke muſt not think of coming inte Lezhorn; if he ſhould, they 
will ſeize the privateer and Iny him under am ürreſt. Theſe 


are the menaces from a neutral. power to the Britiſh ag. The 


Maltese have detained one of Captain Wright's prizes on a 
falſe claim pp ade by the French. Upon the whole, we don't 
know what he mult undergo for having | been ſo aQtive againſt 
the enemies of his country, 410 deſtroy one privater, diſable 
another, and take ten * ſueh is our aivrobl froaion 
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adviſed and ſet on ſoot, had given the French ati N 
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. of obſervation, under His Royal Highteſs the 
1757- Pauke of Cotnberland obliged to retfeat before: 
M. de Eſtrecs The Auſtrian army in Bohemia 
augmented to 100,000 men, under Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, aſſiſted by M. Brown. The Ruſſians 
under M. Apraxin, to the number of 66,000; and 
4 ſtrong fleet in the Baltie to co · operate with the 
army, were on the back of his Pruſſian Majeſty. 
Beſides the Swedes joined by 6090 Mecklenbourg- 
ers brought up the rear of thoſe great, armies, 
which: had taken the field todeſtroy, or reduce the 
heir of the Marquiſes of Brandenbourg, ho for 
his great abillties had made himſelf hated by the 
| Houſe of Auſtria, , 

Adun- The only aun c circumſtance to check the 
mf - — and arms of France was the hopes con- 
— ara ceived from our alliance with the King of Pruſſia; 
whoſe great abilities and valour filled the Engliſh 
with ſuch expectations from a ſtricter connection 
| with him, ſince their own affairs teemed with diſ- 
grace and ruin, that they naturally began to wiſh, 
and even to claim, an extention of the treaty with 
Pruſſia, © which hitherto was no more than a conven- 
tion of neutrality,” for the defence of eath others Ger- 
man dominions, to a treaty of alliance with the King 
of Pruſſia, whereby. bis arms, in conſideration of 4 
ſubſidy, : might be brought again France. For, as 
the French had got the ſtart of us in North Ame- 
rica, and ſeemed to be in à condition to wreſt that 
part of the new world entirely out of our poſſeſ- 
ſion ʒ they that were moſt ſanguine in the cauſe of 
our * grew more eager for an alliance with 
Pruſſia; 


r LN TE WAR An T J 199: 
r would, in their opinion, find em- . D. 
ployment for the arms of France at home, and de - 
priye them of thoſe means, which were neceſſary. , Es 
— Meeks Aimeriez/ 19 2120 

Thus the former adminiſtration-not only laid Tu frag- 
| the foundation. of an alliance with Pruſſia; butithat may 

by the ill ſucceſs of our aſfaim under their ditection, 4 ala 
they ſo diſpirited the people, as to make them m.. 

(even, them, who have ſince declaimed againſt it) _ 
dull out for an alliance; with that monarch, who: 3 
had been hitherto attended with ſucceſs. So that, 
if the alliance, which was afterwards made in con- 
ſequence of this humour, proved prejudicial to 
the intereſts of Great Britain * that prejudice or 
injury ought to be charged pon thoſe, ho, by 
their miſmanagement, provoked the people to call 
for ſuch alliance, as the only hope of retrieving 
the ill ſtate of their affairs 3 and not upon the mi- 
niſter, who did all in his power to turn its advantage 

in favour of our American war“ 

The King of Pruſſia in poſſeſnon of Saxony, f King of 
and ſenſible of the ſtorm gathering againſt him, progrets in 
reſolved to make Dreſden his place of arms, ans 
to bear the heat and burden of the war: for Which 
purpoſe he immediately ſet about the improve 
ment of its fortificatians, under his on inſpec- 
tion, and to fill the magazines and arſenals with 
the neceſſary ſtores and implements of war. As 

to the reſt of this conquered Electorate: none 
were permitted to keep arms, but fuch as aftually 

* See a review of Mr. Pire's adminiſtration, | Page 20, 2, 
third editio . | 
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baxony, 


gerous-defigns againſt him, with the « 
cuments in probſ of them to ef19191ni 305 
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whole country was reduced to the gieateſt ſtatt d 
flavery:; And as 10 the attempts of the Ruſtrians, 
there were ſuch-difpoſitiohs made on the borders 6f 
Dole mia, that they daveted his quarters and ter- 


— intuks or ſur pri. 


While every maxtiat diſpoſition was carrying on 


- with diligence, his Pruſſian Majeſty did not ſotget 


to/ publiſh: his motive fon invating Saxony,” and 


_ - attacking! the Empreſ Queen. Accordingiy he 
pabliſbed a memorial, ſetting forth che conduct of 


the courts of Vlenqna and Saxony, and their dun- 


In this memorial It is declared „ Thar, the 
reaſons, which had laid the King of Pruſſia under 


the veceſſuy of taking'up arms againſt the court 
of Vienna, and of ſecuring the King of Poland's 


dominions, during the pteſent wars 
were founded upon the ſtticteſt rules of juſtice 


+  andequty:; not upon motives of ambition, or 
___ Views of aggrandiae ment: but upon 4 ſeries of 
pjects, conſpiracies and treachery, on the port 


of thoſe, (wo counts, that had obliged: his Majeſty 
to provide for. his o defence and ſafety, That 
the, diſcoueries he had made on this important 


ſubjects; ſet this truth in a full light, and that the 


proofs, in his hands, amount to a demonſtrition 
of the juſtice, of his cauſe, and the wicked pace 
tices. of thoſe, who have forced him to come to 


| ſuch ſad extremities: and that his Majeſty thought 
it incumbent upon him to procure the originals o 


* 17 thoſe 
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| thols-proofi-copies-of Which hid long Bite bche 
to his knowledge f chat he might pac it cut of the 


of his enemies to deny the real exiſtence 
and truth of them. 


His Pruffian: Majeſty begins his "proofs Wich 4 | 


treaty of everitual partition of . his dominians be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and Saxony, wherein 
the contracting powers, immediately aſter they had 
fignoe} wrreaty df peace, on the't 5th of Der. 17 1745. 
at Dreſden, in Which. the King of Pruſſia had given 
thinidg proofs. of his love of peace, difincereſted- 
ocſs and moderation; combined to ſeize an oppots 
tnity wo nttsele the King of Prata and to 77 
his dotmin ions le ren 4 i 


| . 19 17 "x th Meu 


's lo ron 241 


„ 13g ay wok "7 treaty HENS fs produced, heh bis h b 


ſubſtance as follows :—** Experience having but too well 2 - 
how lar the King of Prafla carries bis evil intentions, in Ger 


to diſtutb the deset. of his neighbours z and that prigce' hays 
ing, on the oße hand,” repeatedly invaded and laid waſte the 


dominions 6f her Majeny the Quet of Hi and 
; Mey: th ao N 120 


mia; and, on che bis Majeſty the King, 
of Poland, "Efttto? of Saxony, by diyers menaces, waliks, 
preparatibns, and violently paſſing through his territories, ſor. 
which it as not been poſſible to obtain due ſatisfaQtion for 
time paſt, nor ſufficient ek te che future; it has been 
conſidered. that this double end cannot be obialned till the 
ad formidable beighbour is reduced within narrow bounds, 

Por theſe reaſons, his Majeſty ine King of Poland, Eleflor of 
Saxony, as au aitXiliary ally, and her Majeſty the Queen, of 
Hungary and Bohemia, & 4 party attacked and at war, Hg 


agreed, by the preſent ſeparate and ſecret act, to employ. their 0 
jolut eſſorte, not ovly 10 perform fully the act paffed between 


thelf Majeſticy the Gth [ 15th] of May 1744, aud the. mea- 
=_ erte in 3 of the engagements entered | 
.N3 into 


te fta 


LY 
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of alliance propoſed by the court of Vienna to 
neee eee age renewed the 
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Into, 2 their whey; of ern the sik of January 1548, wih 


the maritime powers; but likewiſe, that neither the one nor 
the other Mall lay down' their arms, till, beſides the conquelt 
of all Silefia/and the county of Glatz, un of Proffia be 
ſarther reduce. 7 a 

And that-they 8 eee with 
regard to the partition of the conqueſts to be made, ſeeing the 
8th article of the ſaid tresty of Warſaw only ſettled in general 
terms, that his Majeſty the King of Poland, Eleftor of Saxony, 
is to partake of the advantages, by having ſuch territories as 
lie convenient for, him; it bas appeared neceſſary to diſtin. 


| guiſh - the caſes that may hereafter happen, and come to 3 


- right dhderftinding about each of them. 


Croſſen, with che circle of Zallichau, and the above · men · 


his Polith Majeſty, Elector of Saxony, ſhall be content with 


- Suppoſe then, that beſides the recovery of all Sileſia and 
the county of Glatz, they ſhould conquer from the ſaid Kipg 
the dutchy of Magdeburg, including therein the circle of Saal, 
che principality of Croſſcn, with the circle of Zullichau be- 
loigitg thereto, and the Fiefs of Bohemia poſſeſſed by that 
King, and ficuated in Luſatia ; namely, Cotbus, Peits, Storc-, 
Ko-, Beeſkau, Somerfeld, and other places and. diſtricts be- 
longing” thereto.” To 'this caſe, all Sileſla and the county of 
Glatz, excepting Swibus, muſt return to her Majeſty the 
Queeti of Hungary and Bohemia, who, in exchange cedes all 
the rell juſt mentioned, with the diſtrict of Swibus, belonging 
otherwiſe to Sileſia, to his Majeſty * Ae Feb. Elec- 
tor of Saxony. N 5 

* Suppoling on the contrary, "that beſides n af 
a! Sileſiq and county of Glatz, they could conquer upon the 
aggreſſor no more than the circle of Saal, the principality of 


tioned Fiel. of Bohemia belonging to bine i in Luſatia; then 


this. laſt partition and the diſlrid of Swibus, leaving in like 
manner to her Majeſty Wen nin. . 


U 5 7 


* 
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wreaty of Eventval'Parthtin of the ick of May 4. b. 
1745. And the court of Saxony,” as he 6bſeryes, 99 8 
thinking it neeeſſary, in the firſt place, to give A | 
greater conſiſtency to their plan, by grounding i it 
upon an alliance between the courts of Ryuſſia 
and Vienna; thoſe two powers did, on May the 
22d 1746, conclude a defenſive alliance at Peterſ- 
hourg: but that the oſtenſive part of it was drawn 
up metely' with a view to conceal the fix ſecret : ar- 
ticles thereof from the knowledge of the public, 
the fourth of which was levelled ſingly at Pruſſia. 
In which treaty he admits that the Empreſs Queen | 
of Hungary and Boner, did ſet out 1 a pro- 


1.10 1 2 


a all Sileſia and the e Swibus excepted. But 
ſuppoſe, in fine, that, contrary to all expeRation, and in ſpite 
of the joint efforts above - mentioned, they could conquer, bo- 
fides the county of Glatz, and the whole of Sileſia, no mote 
than the principality of Croſſen, with the circle of Zullichan, 
and the aboveſaid Fiefs of Bohemia, poſſefled by the ſaid King 
in Luſatia: In this caſe, his Poliſh Majeſty ſhall have, beſides 
the principality, the circle and the Fiefs juſt mentioned, the. 
diſtri of Swibus,. otherwiſe belonging to Sileſia. 

And her Majeſty the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, en- 
gages in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolemn manner, that his Ma- 
jeſty the King of Poland, EleQor of Saxony, mall have pre- 
ciſely the ſame ſecurities for theſe new acquiſitions, which the 
ſhall or may have for the recovery of her antient patrimopial 
territories, that is to ſay, Sileſia and the county, of Glatz. .. 

To this end the Saxon troops of his Poliſh Majeſty ſhall re- 
main in re-conquered Sileſia, till his flipulated ſhare be ef- 
fected, at leaſt according to the laſt of the caſes above-men- 
tioned, Aſter which the enn ſhall reci- 
procally guaranty, &c, 


Done at Leipſck, be " 8) AUGUSTUS k. | 
18th of May, 17435. | ; ; 
* N33 teſtation 
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A. D, teſtatiop. religiouſiy to obſerve: the treaty of Dreſ- 


77 den, but that, her geal, way of ihinking upon dd 


| 'T- in the following worgs, in the ſame treaty: 


the King of Pruſſia ſhould be che firſt to de- 
ary from | Pract, by attacking either her 
e Empreſs Queen. of Hungary and 
mia, or her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſ : 
* ſia, or eyep the republic of Poland, in,all-which 
« caſes che rights of her Majeſty the Empreſs 
* Queen to bilelia and the county of Glatzy would 


4 2pain take place, and recover their full eſſect; 


al the two contracting parties ſhall mutually aſſiſt 
6 egch AS, with, &e, to conquer Sileßa. &c." 

extends the infraction of the treaty of Dreſden to 
any diſpute, - that might atiſe between Pruſſia and 
Ruflia,' or Poland, and to be a ſufficient-groung 
for a revival of the rights of the Houſe of Auſtria 
ro Sileſia, though, neither Ruſſia. nor. the republic 
of Poland ate at all concerned in the treaty: of 
Dreſden, But it is obvious, ſays be, that, by 
this article the court of Vienna has prepared 
three pretences for the recovery of Sileſia; and 
by comparing it with, her conduct from that time 
it did viſibly appear, that ſhe thought to attain. 
her end, either by provoking the King to com- 
mence a war againſt her, or by kindling one be- 
tween his Majeſty and Ruſſia, or Tal. by * 


> . intrigues and machinations. 


His Pruſſian Majeſty produces the inftroQiohs 
to the Saxon miniſters at Peterſbourg and Vienna, 
to prove the time when the Elector of Saxony 
was invited to accede to this ireaty, and the kk 

OKI. E 2 „ 
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And then makes this obſervation und i 


i 


theſe remarkable particulars :* * Ak to the principal treuty 
between the two Imperial tourts, the K ing 35 entirely difp6ſed 
to accede thereto, without any other Feftrion, than that öf 
the number of troops, which they have fetiprbeally ſtipulated 
| therein, for the ofdinsry cats of Yiving Wubtours, Bat the 
King's acceſſion to the F ſeparate articles, fe 6f Which 3 

ſecret, require much more fettriction und adjakmen, 1 
regard to the King's Eonvenieticy!”! - 1099 00 mn nn 
As to thi fiHt kecret artfele, which" töncerns the Funfunty 
of the Grand Duke of Ruſſia's poſſeſſtons, as Duke of Hol. 
tein-Sleſwäck, ani of his Oueal houſe, the Emprefs'of Rüffla 
will be pleaſed to eviiiftler how tehderly and cautiouſly the 
King muſt behave towards the court of Denmark, on ntcbunt 


of bis afinity und right of eventual ſaccefhor ;" und therfote - 


the Emperor hey confort, will not, in return, refuſt th&Kitig 
and bis poſterity the gliarahty of the Faceefſion tb the thröne 
of Denmark, which in time may fall to'a Pries of the'elet- 
coral houſe of San. ban toy fei GR MIEW »+ 
| And as to the fourth articte; which fegardb eventudl Wd 
ſtronger meaſures ugainſt a new, ſudden, and unexpected at- 


tack from the King of Proſſia, the King acknowledges therein 
the prudent foreeaſt of the two Empreſſes, in thinking be- 


ſorchand how to concert matters together, and powerfully 
aſſiſt one another, if, contrary to better expectations, and not- 
withſtand ing their ſcrupulous attention to obſerve their treaties 


with the faid Prince, the latter ſhould invade-the dominions of 


either of them; and in this cafe the Ning is ready endugh to 
| Coticor iti the ſame meaſures; but 86 he is the moſt expoſed to 

the reſenament of ſo formidable and reſtleſs # neighbour; wit- 
hel the ſad experience bis' Majeſty has lately had of it; their 
 Laiperial Majetties cannot chink it ſtrange,” that the King; be- 


for entering into ſuch 4 new, eyebtual; and prronfire engige- | 


$444 5d N \ 5 | N 4 | mane, 


* 


bl 


neſs with which he accepted that invittion's, A. B. 
alerehge: 1757 
"i _ 


«© To ils \inlevBigns, ben ure veclted ar igs, ths 
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A.D. As the court of Saxony does thus. betray their 


Avg ene. to enter into all the offenſive. engage- 


% 


- one. upon, the. frontiers of Pruſſia, and the other in Bohemia. 
g. That they likewiſe oblige themſelyes to let the King come 
in ſor a ſhare of the priſoners, ſpoils, and conqueſts they ſhall 
make jointly or ſeparately on the aggreſſor and OSS 


EY. ; ents 


a Ss Se as well for his ſecurity 
2 as for his being indemnified, and recom- 
penſed. in proportion to his efforts, n 
ne A&W r 

'. To. this end the Count de Vicedom, and che Sieur Pexold 
hall aſk the Imperial miniſters plenipotentiaries, - 1. What 
number of troops, in ſuch a caſe, their ſovereigns deſire of the 


Kiog; and, in return, with how many will each of them 


aſſiſt him ? And zdly, That this ſuccour defired of the King 
be not diſproportionate to the ſtrength of his army. 3. That 
the two Imperial courts muſt promiſe double the number to 


the King. 4. That the two Empreſſes muſt each engage to 


keep at leaſt ſuch a body of their troops, in a moveable con- 
dition, and ready to march to the aſſiſtance of his Majeſty, 


common enemy. © | 
Wit reſpett to this lat point, and the partitian of the con. 


queſts to be made, the King's miniſters plenipotentiaries are to 


alk the Ruſſian miniſter, what his ſovereign's offers are; and 
to declare, relative to the Empreſs Queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, that ſuppoſing this Princeſs were attacked again by 
_ the King of Proflia, and ſhould. recover not only Sileſia and 
the county of Glatz, but likewiſe ſucceed in reducing that ag - 
greflor within narrower bounds, the King of Poland, av Elector 
of Saxony, would abide by the partition ſtipulated between 
her and his Majeſty by the convention ſigned at Leipſic the 

18th. of May 1745» a copy of which the reſident Pezold re- 
0 encloſed in a letter from the miniſtry of the 14th of 
November following ; excepting the third degree of partition 
defined therein, with. which his Majeſty cannot be. ſatisfied ; 
Re or wats . 


era TEN RT - 

ments of the treaty of Peterſbourg and as chey Ai D, 
have been, ſince the peace, the revivers of the HO» 
Partition treaty, made. againſt the King during 
the laſf war 3 they, had Juſtified-his Majeſty in te- 
ſenting a treaty made againſt him, notwithſtanding 
the general amneſty ſettled. by the treaty, of Drei: 
den; as appears from the opinion of the Saxon 
privy council; who upon being conſulted about 
this. very fourth ſecret article on the ae 
guſt 1747 and the 15th of September 1548. | gave 
it, as their opinion, That the id article er. 
« ceeds the uſual rules. — and if his Poliſh Ma- 
« jeſty: ſhould. approve, by his acceſſion, a princi- 
% ple * ſo repugnant. to the ordinary rules, the 
King of Pruſſia, ſhould he: hear of it, might 
charge him with a vWation- of the treaty of 
< Dreſden, and their apprehenſions from his Pruſ- 


« ſian Majeſty would greatly increaſe.”.. -., / 


| 
befides the county of Glatz, and all Sileſia, no more than the £4 | 
principality of Croſſen, with the circle of Zallichau, and the | 
Fiefs of Bohemia poſſeſſed by the King of Pruſſia in Luſatid, 
it would be neceſſary to grant eventually to the King, Elector 
of Saxony, a more conſiderable ſhare in thoſe conqueſts, than 
the ſaid principality, the circle, and the fefs: His Majeſty 
will wait for the offers of the court of Vienna on this head, 
and will order the Count de Loſs to negociate thereupon; wiſh- 
ing only that the Ruſſian court would uſe its good offices to 
obtain, in this caſe, a better partition for the King from the 
Empreſs Queen, and then mim 


the acquiſition thereof. 
al (Ls F 
Weiten at Dreſden, the. + on ; {42-064 1OxawBuy 451 
23d of May, 1747. 4. b. WALTHER; 
| * That an auxiliary potent2te is to be confidetedion-th> 
NCA, ee Ar wilt dent He 8 


oY 
AD. He adds, that Count Bruhl was ſo well appfized 
. and convinced of this truth, that he did aft in hig 


* bad charged him 
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power, 0 Cohceal the ſix ſecret (articles above. 
mentioned; For the ptvof of this he cites inftrucs 
tions to Count Loſs, the Saxon miniſter at Paris. 
And, though continues his Majeſty the court of 
Saxony deferred their acteding to the treaty, in 
form; they did not fail to aſſure their confederates, 
that they were ready to accede to it, as ſbon as it 
could be done without too evident a riſk, and their 
ſhare of the advantages to wy pinned, hs wo be 
pc gps" if 

© Several paſſages of iter were cracked in this 


* "Id 


g 


Wann one * from Count Flemming to Count 


That Count Uhlefield 
repteſent a-freſh to his 
court, that they could not take too ſecure mea- 
« ſures againſt the ambitiovs views of the King 
« of Pruſſia; and that Saxony more eſpecially, as 
being the moſt expoſed, could not be too cau · 
K. waren in -guzeding «gtinft me that i it w of 


cM Jane 16, Ms CTR 1 x42 ba 
1/17, General d' Arnim, 'whey . in 
quality of miniſter from Saxony, was jullructed to declare, 
That (before: bis Poliſh Majeſty's acceſſion) the two Impe- 
tial courts ſhould promiſe him, in caſe of an hoſtile jnvaſion 


Beuhl, in which it is ſaid. 


of, his patrimgnial dominians in Germany, a ſpeedy; ſure, and 


ſaflicient aflitance, by means of two armies to be always kept 
ready on the reſpective frontiers, which might be able to ſuc- 
cour him immediately, or to make a diverſion according to 


_ . the exigeney of the caſe; and in fit, that the Hart h is to 


have in the advantages that may. be 2 ” goed fuer ſe N wary 


. pofhtivcly determined.” 


# Dated the 28th of February 1733 ECU 75 
at; 66 t 


„ur DATE WAR 


i engagements, upon the faoting propoſed by the 
e late Count Harrach in 1745 ; that this might be 
done upon occaſion of the acceſſion ta the treaty 
« of Pererſþurg, or in any other manner, which 
« ſhould ſeem fitteſt far keeping it ſacret 3 and 
« that he thought the preſent. ſicuation of affair 
* abſolutely required the allied courts to unite 
* cloſer than ever, ſo as, that all ſhould anſwer fur 
&* each ane, and each one for all To which Count 
Bruhl anſwered *, * That bis Poliſn Majeſty was 
got diſinclined to treat afterwards in the utmoſt 


“ ſecrecy, with the court of Vienna, about ſuc- 


* cours, by private and conſideptial declarations, 
* relative to the 4th ſeetet article of the treaty of 


*« Peterſburg, provided reaſonable conditions and 
advantages be granted bim.“ And concludes, 


+ That it js his previous opinion, that what was 
« promiſed by the Empreſs Queen's declaration 
+ of the gd of May 1745, may ſerve fora baſis.” 
—Angther out of a diſparch from Count Flemming 
to Count Brubl, in which the former writes: 
{6 Your excellency knows the great objections, 
vhich the court of Peterſburg made to us in the 
s laſt war, when we reclaimed the' caſus faderis's 


and your exceſlency will alſo remember the an- 


* ſwer, which their miniſters gave us, hen we 
** were preſſed to accede to the treaty of. Pererſ- 


1 a of 4746, an we _—_ erb cyt 


6 AWC 


„ Dated 8 March 1 17535 


k This is the'very treaty' of Partition, W pit on 


FROM and at * 13 May 4746+ © A . 9833 4659 
4 4 Fe tq 
W | 


44 the higheſt importance tdi ſtrongthen their old 2 1 
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2. pen ile nge, till after nbe King of Pruſſis feould 


«be attacked; and bis. fortes divided; thatgge might 
not from the ſituation of our country hazard 
our falling the firſt ſacrifice.” —The following 
paſſage from the Sieur Funck's difpatch of the 
7 June 17332 That having had the queſtion 


8 put to him at Peterſburg, whether his court 


«would not take up arms, in caſe of a war with 


Fruſſia ; and having replied, That the ſituation 


of Saxony did not permit it to enter the lifts, 


till its powerful neighbour ſhould be beat out 


«of the field;“ he was anſwered, That he 
e judged rightly, For, the Saxons ought to wait 
— ill che knight was ibroton vut of the ſaddle.” 
Hence his Pruſſian Majeſty obſerved, That it 


is evident the court of Saxony, without having 
acceded to the treaty of Peterſburg in form, were 
not the leſs an accomplice in the dangerous deſigns, 
which the court of Vienna has grounded upon 
this treaty; and that, having been diſpenſed with 


by their allies, from a formal concurtence, they 
had only waited for the moment, when they might, 


without running too great a riſk, concur in effect, 
and ſnare the ſpoils of their neighbour. 


In expectation of this period, continues the 
mmi the Auſtrian and Saxon miniſters la- 
boured in concert and privately, to prepare the 


means of putting their intentions into execution. 


And as 1t was laid down, as a principle in the ſecret 
treaty gf Peterſburg, that any war whatever be- 


| Tween the King. 9 Ruſũia would authorize the 


ez » —— 


2 . ²˙qͤ ²Ü ib! ET. 7²˙˙.:1T ˙—ÜñQN on, wow 


ur 11 AE NA 05 
EnprobQaeento sechs take Silcſia; there A, D. 
was nothing more to be done, than to "ſpirit up 755. 
ſuch a war. Therefore every art was uſed to em- 
broil the King irrecontilably with the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, and to provoke that Princeſs by all forts 
of falſe inſinuations, impoſtures and atrocious 
calumnies; as may be collected from ſeveral diſ- 
patches and inſtructions to the Auſtrian and Saxon 
miniſters at Peterſburg Mr. Vicedom, the Saxon 
miniſter, informs That Baron Pretlack, mini- 

« ſter from Vienna, rejeiced, upon his having 
« found means by confidential communications 
from his court, concerning various ſecret prac- 
«-rices of the King of Pruſſia to the prejudice of 
eher Imperial Majeſty, to raiſe ideas in her, 
„ which had carried her entity to the higheſt 
pitch; and that the two miniſters ' of Vienna 
and Saxony concetted together the means of 
bringing about an accommodation between the 
_ « Empreſs Queen and France, in order that the 
former might be able to make head againſt the 
King of Pruſſia.“ Count Bernes exaggerated 
the military arrangements of the King of Pruſſia: 
and affirmed that the court of Pruſſia was con- 
* cerned in a plot hatching in Sweden againſt the | 
perſon and life of the Czarina 
UHle then produces vouchers from the Saxon 
1 who gave it as a general inſtruction to 
keep up dextrouſly the ene e 5 


. 6.246 Abi of Sir ans 2 10 1-4 16 Dez 74. 
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M7. Ruſſia in regard to Nyſſia, and to applaud every 
7 7 arrangement made againſt the latter. So that they 

were conſtantly inſinuating that the King was 
torming deſigns upon Courland, Poliſh Pruſſia, 

and the city of Dantzick :+—that the courts f 

France, Pruſſia and Sweden were hatching vaſt 
project, in caſe. of a, Vacancy of the tene bf 
Foland; and many. more falſities of _— 

Kind ſo far as to affirm that he was: end 
do ſer. the Turk upon the back of Ruflia. - 

He Obſerves, that theſe calumnies wt - 
ſtures did, at length, ſuceced, in inſnaring the Em- 
preſs, of Ruſſia's equity and good faith, and in 

| prejudicing her againſt the King, to ſuch a degtee, 
Xn the reſult 2 the ſenate 
of, Ruſſia. it was. laid; down for a fundamental 
maxim of the Empire, to — every further 
aggrandiſement of the King of Pruſſia, and to 
cruſh him by a ſuperior force, as ſoon ag a favour- 
able opportunity ſhould occur, and that this reſo- 
lution was renewed in a great council, in October 
1755, with a further reſolyve, To attack the f 
King of, Pruſſia without any further diſcuſſion, 
e whether that Prince ſhould happen to attack one 6 
« of the allies; of the court af Ruſſia. or one of 
| 
| 
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« the allies of that court ſhould begin witch him. 
All which, was received with e Joy 


'# On the-r4 lnb ri May 4725.” CLIN Nenne 

r It was at the ſame time reſolved to erect Wi for 
too, ooo men, at Riga, Mittau, Lichau, and Windau. And 
they eſlabliſted a fund of 2,500,000'rable, and a0 annum funt 
of 1,500,000 rubles, far this ſervics, ' * N 


1 « by 


„ e EATIB WMA 
by Count Btuhly who, la anſwer to Bier Funck 4. p. 


vrites That the deliberations of tie grand 
council are ſo much tha more glorious to Ruſ- 
« {iy in chat there can he nothing more beneßeialt 
to the common cauſe, than previduſly to ſettle 
the eſfectual means of deſtroying the over- 
% grown.:power af Pruſſia, and the undòoubted 
«ambition of that court. And again be ex- 
plains, hinkſelf as follows : Dhecreſuk of the 
4 grand coutoœil of Ruſſia has given us great ſatis- 
faction ⁊ the conſidential communication, which: 
« Ruſſiacis pleaſed: to make of it, will enable all 
„ their allies, as well as) our court, to come to an 
explanation about the arrangement, and mea 
« ſures to be taken in conſequence thereof. But, 
it cannot be taken amiſo if Saxony, conſiders” 
* ing che ſuperior power of its neighbour,” pro- 
«. ceeds with the utmoſt caution, and pre viouſſy 
expects its ſecurity from its allies, — be 


1757 


«. aſſiſttd with the means of acting? 


This memotial then ſets forth the panes whiph: 


binn chis Saxon miniſter upon the convention of 


neutrality in Germany ſigned between the cburto 
of London and Berlin, which he was afraid would 


ſllence all his calumnies, and ſhake his iniquitous 


ſyſtem, and therefore redoubled his efforts in Ruſ- 

ſia in order to ptevent a good underſtanding be- 

nn Conee' and che King ee « 4 
A Dated 10 toes te W 1755. 13 
1 The 23d of November 1755. 

On the 26th, of January 17 56. 15 
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ſays he, between the courts of 
* Berlin/and, Eeterſbourg would be the moſt cri. 
<. tical and the moſt dangerous event, that coud 
happen. It is to be hoped, that Ruſſia would 
not heatken to ſuch odious propoſals; and that 
the court of Vienna will be able to thwart ſo 
fatal a union.“ However, it appears from 
what follows, that there was vo ground for Bruh!'s 
fears. Tbe court of Vienna had made ſute of 


the Czarina and imagining that the new con- 
nections, they had entered into, this year, would 


facilitate the recovery of Sileſia, they toolt their 


meaſures accardingly. Ruſſia armed with great 
ſtrength, both by and and fea, under pretence of 
a treaty with England, which: required, at that 


* no ſuccours. Bohemia and Moravia were 


covered vb troops, camps, magazines, &c, 
agreeable toi a ſecret convention between che two 
Empreſſesz and diſcontinued till next year, fot 
certain reaſons. | For, whoever attends to the cor- 


reſpondence of the Saton miniſters, will End that 


Pruſſia was the real, whatever miglit be the apparent 
object of ſuch armaments. A report Was induſtri- 
quſiy propagated at Feterſburg, from ſeveral parts, 
under the influence of the Auſttian and . 
miniſten, That the King of Pruſſia, under a 


pretence of trade, as ſending; officers and en- 


gincerg, in diſguiſe, into Ukraine, to recon- 
**, noitre: the country, and ſtir up a rebellion.” 


| WR: if believed, was, according to the 11 856 


Io his Tere of the 230 of June 1556, © 


r 
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pp pore partition, a ſufficient ground for à 4. P. 


This had ſuch an efftct, that the Ruf- 
———— Bull That 
« his court would ſoon begin the war againſt the 
« King of Pruſſia, in order to ſet bounds to ſo 


« troubleſome a neighbour,” and that the engage - 


ments of his court with England, in regard to 


« the neurtality of Getinany, did not concern the | 


Sakon league at leaft; and that they would go 
« on; their -owh way, in keeping to the ſenſe of 


« the ſablidiary treaty with England. That 


„n. 


© they very much approved of the court of Vis 


« enhd's few connections with France; Wien 


« hey wilhed might extend ſo far, as to ſuppott 


« the Empreſs Queen, in her attempts upon Pruſe 


« Ha, and that the order for putting a ſtop to 
« the armaments. of that empire; was occaſioned 


« by the want of officers and ſearnen; magazines 
6 and forage e Count Flemming, the Saxon 


miniſter at Vienna, informs, his court of 4 cons 


ference he had with Count Kautitz, concerning 


the armaments of Ruſfia, and the difficulty of 
maintaining thoſe great armies, and the dangers 
that might enſue a diſcovery of their real object, 
by chat crafty and ſharp-ſighted Prince, the King 
of Pruſſia. In the courſe of which Flemming 


n Sleur Praf's letter to Count Bruhl, 28th of April, . 
His letter of the 16th of May 1756. 

On the 21ſt of Jane. Sg on: 
On che tach of June 1766. 
Vor. II. N os gage» 

15 | | | 


vas made to underſtand, that thoſe armaments, 
whatever might be pretended in regard to en- | 


- 
” 
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gagements wich England, were made againſt Pruf. 


ſia: that money would not be wanted nor grudg- 
ed, provided they knew how to make a proper 


uſe, gt. ic, and chat, in caſe ihe King of Pruſſi 
ſhould fall ſuddenly upon his neighbours, he would 
meet with his match: “ for that the Ruſſians were 
prepared at all events But nothing could prove 
the ialincerity of the Auſtrian, court more evi- 
dentiy, than a letter from this ſame Count Flem- 
mig at Vienna, to Count Bruhl, the.Saxon prime 
miniſter,- dated June gth 1756, in which it is ſaid, 
with great aſſurance, that there was an eſtabliſhed 


concert between the two courts of Vienna and 
OO that the latter, in order to diſguiſę the 


— 


| der the [Pretencs of — thereby in a condition 
t fulfil their engagements with England: and 
that when all the preparations ſhould be finiſhed, 


they were to fall unexpectedly upon the King of 
Pruſſia and another letter, dated 28th of July, 
which ſets the ſyſtem of AW, a Falk N 


men | ann bett 2 
Pon - : BS T5207 0 24 e {1 kis 
a _ ae Count Flemming to Count ds Brabl. 

FR; + » "Vienna, July 28, 1756. 


II. Klingraffe received laſt Saturday an expreſs from his 


| court, in conſequence of which he ſent a note the next morn- 


ing to Count de Kaunitz, earneſtly entreating him to appoint 
an hour for a conference with him. This note was delivered 


do the chancellor of ſlate, juſt while he was in conference with 


the Marſhals Newperg and Brown, and Gen. Prince Piccolo- 


mini. And as he intended to wait upon the Empreſs Queen 


immediately after the conference, in order to make her a fe- 
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This n ſays. the memorialiſt, proves, that 5: 


by e the anſwer 10 his Sovereign; Count" - * 


Kaunitz 


port chereof, he en ward to M. Eliograffe, that he was in- 
deed obliged to go to Schœænbrung, but nevertheleſs he would 
be obliged to him, if he would haſten to him that very inſtant; 


which the Pruſban miniſter did not fail to do. Count de Kau- 
nitz told me in confidence, at a converſation 1 bad with him 


yeſterday morning, that M. Klingraffe,. on his accoſtiog him, 


gave him to underſtand, with a certain embarraſsment mixed 
with une aſineſs, that he had juſt received an expreſs from his 
court, who, brought, him ſome. orders, the contents of which 
be was to lay: before the Empreſs Queen in perſon, and for 
this purpoſe he was enjoined to demand a private audience of 
her Imperial Majeſty, which, he deſired, he would be pleaſed 
to procure for him. That he, Count Kaunitz, made anſwer, 
that being juſt ready to ſet out for Schœnbrunn, he willingly 
took upon him to demand the audience he defired ; but could 
not avoid letting, him underſtand, .that it was proper he ſhould 
be enabled, at leaſt in general terms, to give the Empreſs pre- 
vious notice of the nature of the inſinuations he had orders ta 


make to her Majeſty. Whereupon M. de Klingraffe told him, 


that he was charged ta demand amicaby, and by way of eclair- 
ciſſement, in the name of the King his maſter, What was the 
tendency of the armaments and military preparations making 
here, and whether they might, not, perhaps, concern him; 
which, however he could not imagine, as he did not know 
that he had given the leaſt occaſion for chem. That he, 
Kaunitz, replied, that he could not, juſt then make any an- 
ſwer to that overture ; that he would not fail to make a report 
thereof immediately to the Empreſs, and procure him the au- 
dience he requeſted; that, nevertheleſs, he could not forbear 


telling him, that he was ſurpriſed at the explanation, which 


the Kinghis maſter required, concerning the meaſures taken in 


this country, ſeeing this court had. expreſſed no uneaſineſs or 


umbrage at the great movements and preparations, which had 
been n obſerved in his army. This miniſter further 


„ told 


"hs 


it 


1 
| 
| 
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$ v Kinitz propeſid to mat the doef "agatrft al 


means of explaining and eoneiliating matters; 
Fab | and 


told ne, „ That havitg fit out im tmedllately after for Sth: 
4 Bit, hie had reflected by the way on the anfwtt he mould 
„Adele bis Sbvereigd to give M. Klisgranft; and having 
« thought he perceived tat the King of Pruſia had two oh. 
&@ jets th View, which this eburt was deſltous equally to avoid, 


ui to tome to cbnfetences and eclaittifſements, that might, 


„ gt firſt; taufe x TuſÞenfioh bf the meaſures, ich they judgtd 
4 nEctifaty to be Wntinted vigotoufly; and ferondly, to lead 
4 matters further on, to öthet propofftions and more eſſential 
„ engagements; lie Had therefore judged thit the anſwer 
„ ougtit to be of ſuch's nature, as thight entirely elude the 
„ King of Prifiia's queen; and that, iu leaving no mort 
n root for Farther explatiittivfs,/ ft K6dld ab the Made tthis be 
# feſblute and polite, witkont Bein g ſuſceptible 6f any inter- 
4 "tection either Baller of 2 "That purſuant to 


* this notion, it appeured to him ſuff tient, thit the Empreſ 


* k6uld/ Content Her felf with fimply anſtytring, that in the 
„ viotent general erifis Europe Wis how in, her duty and the 


„ aighity of het crown Fequired her to take fallGent meafures 


n for her own ſecurity, as well as for the ſafety of her friebds 
* 2nd allies.” That the Empreſs Queen had approved of this 
anſwer; and to ſhew that the King of Pruſſia's ſtep and de- 


mand did not otcafion the feaſt enibarralſmevt here, her Ma- 


jefty 3 immediately ordered the hour of M. Klingraffe's audience 
to be fixed for the next Ady, which was the day before yeſter- 
ay ; tn After hearihg Mat miniſter's propofftion, juſt as he 
had imparted it the prettding day to Count de Kaunitz, ſhe had 
anſwered him preciſely in the terms above mentioned, and then 
ſuddenly broke off the audience with a nod, Without entering 


into any further detail. Ir is certain that all Vienta, being 


then alfembled in the Empreſs Queen's drawitg-toom, as it 


Was A day of gala, ſaw M. Klingraffe enter, and depart in a 
very few minutes, with an embarraſſed cbuntenauce. I have 


all theſe particulars from the mouth of Coum de Kaunitz, who 
4 9 222 | þ . I-04 on 
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and at the fame time, to purſye the preparations 
for eee in un wh 


4 occaſion, has talked to me with more openneſs and 
confidence than be, had hitherto dave, and even charged me 


wo make uſe af chem in my diſpatches to your Excellency, but 


vill with the greateſt ſecrecy. 
k is ſo much the leſs doubted that this anſwer, equally 
hong and abſcure, will greatly puzale the King of Pruſſia; 


and” tis pretended here, that that Prince muſt be under a great 


deal of uneaſineſs, and that be has already drawn three mil- 
lions of crowns out of his treaſury, for Yo re Re pee 
paratians and augmentations. 2 

It is preſumed, and got without probability. chat his defign 
in the demand above mentioned | was, That if he had been 
anſwered, that he himſelf had been the cauſe of the armg- 
ments made here, he would haye endeavoured to dy Vac him- 
folf af the charge, by alledging, in pragf of his innacencg, 
that far this very reaſon he did nat only form the camps, which 


de has already traced to exerciſe bis ſoldiers, but had ordered 


the regiments to ſeparate ; perhaps imagining he ſhould lay 
this court under this neceſſity to follow his example b by diſcon- 
diving likewiſe his preparations. However, [ think e would 
find it no eaſy matter to divert it from its deſign by ſuch me 
Hons as theſe. | 

We bave learned by an an expreſs who arrived laſt WY 
from the Count de Puebla, that notwithſtanding the feigned 
diſpoſitions of the King of Pruſſia, his troqps ſtill continued 
filing, off towards Sileſia. Beßdes, it is very eafily underſtood 
that that Prince, by the local poſition of his army. which he 


can aſſemble in as many weeks as it would require months to 
do the ſame here, on account of the diſtance of the places 


- Where the troops are quartered, has too viſible an advantage 
over this court, which be can put to ſuch great expences by 
long and continyal marches, that they would at Taft become 
intolerable : I ſay; it is very readily underſtoqd, that it is n 
cæſſary o purſue, without interruption, the meaſures Pike 
O 3 begun, 
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A. D. thi King would be ſo far provoked,” as to take 
W757" ſome-ſtep, which might ſerve to make him paſs 
for the aggreſſor, 


| W , : 46.'S : 77 4 2 =, He 
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begun, i in order to put themſelves in the preſent circumſtances, 
upon equal terms, and in 4 good condition ; that the King of 
Pruſſia may be thereby obliged, to keep up his -armaments ; 
and the augmentations made and to be made, will exceed his 
Faculties, and waſte bim gradually ; **< or elſe, in order to 

«© prevent this inconvenience, to take a precipitate apr 
"which, I think; is the very your, expected from him.“ 
The return of M. Klingraffe's courier, which the aid 
Prince, no doubt, waits for with the utmoſt impatience, will 
give us more light into his diſpoſitions. © There is reaſon to 
| ob that if he thinks himſelf menaced, he will no longer 
delay coming to action, and preventing thoſe, whom ke dreads, 
in order to take advantage of the ſituation, in which this cout 
will be till the end of the month of Auguſt, which is the 
term when all the troops are to be aſſembled. But on the 
"other hand, if be remains quiet, he may be perſuaded that he 
will bot be woleſted or attacked, ** at leaſt not this year.“ 
"However, from all the, obſervations I make, I cannot but 
Imagine, that this court muſt be very fure of the friendſhip 
"and attachment of Ruſſia. And this ſeems to me to be far- 
ther confirmed by a letter of the 6 D, c. from M. Swart the 
Duteb miniſter at Peterſburg, to M. de Burmannia, wherein 
he writes among other things, that the French emiſſary, the 
Chevalier Douglas, gained ground every day.  _.. 

As this cannot Fail of producing an alteration j in the old 
ſyltem's of Ruſſia, it does not appear ſurpriſing that the high 
chancellor Count Beſtucheff, agreeably to what your excel- 

leney did me the honour to write to me in your laſt diſpatch, 
has reſolyed to retire into the country, under the pretext of 
recovering his health, and to withdraw a-while from public 

buſineſs; as he may be willing to wait what turn affairs may 
take, and perhaps foreſees that the hour is at hand, ſince the 1 

"Whole ſeems to e ar. on the King of Pruſſia's reſolution ; it 
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He then relates the meaſures, he had taken to K. D. 


a war with _ e- e 3 as already 
48 0 ſet 


In 


ee e eee * e Vi. 
enna will not begin to act neither, at leaſt this year : but 
« ſhe will endeavour, during that interval, to finiſh her pre- 
« parations, that ſhe may the next year be in a ſituation to 
take à courſe ſuitable to the circumſtances and events, 
* which time may produce. 

« This confirms me more in the opinion, which mad 
« to take the liberty to communicate to your excellency in 
my ſormer letters, that our court has no ſurer means to 


« profit by the preſent conjunctures, which, perhaps, never 


« were ſo. favourable during the reign of our auguſt/maſter, 
than by putting itſelf in a good poſture, to the end that its 
« concurrence may be courted. A friend of mine, Who pre- 
© tends to have his information from one of the clerks of the 
* treaſury, aſſures me, that this court has remitted So 
&« of florins to Raſta.” | 

Countde Kaunitz has told me, that the advices, which, your 
excellency had conveyed to him, of reports ſpread by the King 
of Pruſſia, concerning alliances to be made between him and 
us, as alſo with Ruſfia; and, moreover, that this court was 
taking upon her to mediate between France and England; has 
already been ſent to him by other hands, and conſequently 
- deſerved the more attention, as well as to be contradicted ; 
which the Empreſs Queen's miniſters. at the courts of Europe 


would accordingly be ordered to do. This chancellor of fate | 
further told me, there Was advice, bat the King of Pruſſia | 


had had an intention to ſurprize the city of Stralſund in Swe- 


dich Pomerania; aud that if this ptoyed true, it was likely to 


be in conſequence of the plot lately diſcovered at Stock- 
holm. 

If your excellency has an opportunity to make inſinuations 
wich ſafety at the court of London, you might perhaps do it 
ſome ſervice by apprizing it of the danger, into which it has 


den led by thaſe, who now have the greateſt 1 there. 
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_ a ſatigfatory anſwer, in regard to his on ſafety ; 


| ſigns of the court of Vienna, and forced his Ma- 


+-Op pag 55 90.62, vol. 1, 


a conduct, adds the memorialiſt, that gave the 
higheſt degree of evidence to the dangerous de- 


zeſty, who could no longer entertain the leaft doubt 


about it, to take the only way, he had left him, 
to avert the dangers, he was threatened with, by 


preventing an irreconcileable enemy, m_ had 
ſworn his ruin, 


It will be a hard taſk for that court to get out of the dif. 
treſs, which ſhe has plunged herſelf into, and if ſhe does not 
detach herſelf from the King of Pruſſia, by making her peace 


with France on the beſt conditions that can be had, the latter 


will go on from ſucceſs to ſucceſs, and from one project to 
another; which, in the long run, may prope m_ to the houſe 
of Hanover. 

I beg it as a favour of your excellency, that you would not 
deſcend to particulars with M. de Broglie about any thing [ 
have the honour to write to your excellency, becauſe that 
ambaffador holds a correſpondence with M. d' Aubeterre, who 


has told me with ſome furprize, that the Count de Broglie was 


fully perſuaded, that miſchief was intended againſt the King 
of Pruffia, and even accuſed him of diſtruſt and too much re- 
ſerve concerning the deſigns of the court of Vienna. 

"The Marquis d'Aubeterre having long ſolicited permiſſion 


| to abſent himſelf from his poſt for a few months, in order to 


attend his family affairs, which require * preſence at Paris, 
has at laſt obtained his requeſt. 
"General Karoli, and not General * as Bas, tought, 


. 
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termine, which of the two ought to he-deemed 
the aggreſſar; he who is preparing every means 
to cruſh his neighbour. or, he who, ſeeing the 
arm railed over his head, aiming the moſt. dan» 
gerous blows, endeavours to ward them off, by 
ſtriking home upon the perſan of his enemy. : 


Then he obſerves, That the King's conduct to- 


wards the court of Saxony is grounded upon the 
ſame principle of indiſpenſible neceſſity of provid: 
ing for bis own ſecurity againſt the moſt dangerous 
deligns. For, ſays he, from the beginning of the 
troubles, which have juſt broke out, Count Bruhl 
had ated the part, he had, long ſinee, agreed to 
with the allies of his court, by borrowing the 


maſk of neutrality ; but, in the mean time, and 


till he ſhould be at liberty to pull it off, he was 
not the lefs forward in entering perſonally into the 
late coßgert formed againſt his Majeſty : and that 
no ſtronger proof of this can be given, than by 
repeating here, what has been related above, that 
his miniſters did not ſcruple to make himſelf ac- 
ceſſary in propagating the calumny, that the King 
wanted to ſtir up a rebellion in Ukraine. 


That Count Bruhl loſt no time in ſettling his 
ſyſlem of neutrality, agreeably to ſuch principles, 
appears from his letter to Count Flemming, on 
the uit of July, and conſequently two months be- 


fore the King's army began to march; That he 


ſhould propoſe to the court of Vienna, to take 


* meaſures againſt the paſſage of the Pruſſian 
army * Saxony, by * an army 
| in 


1755. 
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A. D. jn tlie circles of Bohemia, which border upon 
757. « that Electorate; and to order Marſbu! Brown th 


« concert” ſecretly "with Marſhal Count Rutow/ti n 
and from Count Flemming's anſwer, on the 5th 
of July, That Count Kaunitz had aſſured him, 
„ that the generals would be forthwith named; 
«* and that one would likewiſe be appointed, to 
& concert with Count Rutowſki: that the court 
of Saxony ſhould not ſhew any trouble or un- 
<« eaſineſs 3) but rather keep a good countenance, 
4 by preparing privately againſt every event. Where 
one may judge of this concert, by the counſel, 
which Count Flemming gives Count Bruhl, in his 
diſpatches of the 14th of July, to grant the 
« paſſage to the Pruſſian troops; and, afterwards, 
* to, take ſuch meaſures « as e. 
60 per.“ 

He Further ſets FRE That be lade from 
Cows Flemming of the 18th of Auguſt, the 
Empreſs Queen re ers to that miniſter 


in the following terms: That ſhe required no- 


% thing, for the Bo from the King of Po- 
e land, as ſhe was very ſenſible of his tickliſh 
« ſjtuation j that, however, ſhe hoped he would, 
„ in the mean while, put himſelf in a good 
«poſture, in order to be prepared at all events; 
1 and that, in caſe any breach ſhould happen be- 


e tucen her Majeſty and the King of Pruſſia, ſhe 


„ would, in time, not be averſe to: concur in the 


e neceſſary meaſures for their mutual ſecurity.“ 


Then ſumming up the facts, the memorialiſt 
* That from a curſory review of all the facts, 
which 
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the juſtice of his Majeſty's actual conduct towards 
that court. For it does appear, that the court of 
Dreſden has had a ſhare in all the dangerous de- 
ſigns, which have been formed againſt the King: 
that their miniſters have been the authors, and 
chief promoters of them: And though they have 
not formally acceded to the treaty of Peterſbourg, 
that they have, however, agreed with their allies 
to ſuſpend their concurrence therein, till ſuch time 
only, as the King's forces ſhould be weakened 
and divided, and they might pull off the maſk 
withoot danger. 2 

That the King of Poland had dopted. 48 4 
principle, That any war between the King and 
one of his Poliſh Majeſty's allies, furniſhed bim 
with a title to make conqueſts upon his Majeſty; 
— And that it is in conſequence of this principle, 


that he thought he could, in time of peace, make 


a partition of the dominions of his neighbour. ' 


That the Saxon miniſters had ſounded the alarm 
againſt the King, all over Europe; and ſpared 


neither calumnies, nor falſhoods, nor ſiniſter infi- | 


nuations, in order to increaſe the number of his 
enemies. * 

And particularly an Count Bruhl had eagerly 
entered into the late plot of the court of Vienna, 
by the injurious teport he undertook to propagate”; 
HON that 1 Ir * 2 27 made appears that there 
(2; PL to DEI SOC wi 


which have been alledged above, it will be eafy 4. D. 
to form à juſt notion of the conduct of the court * 
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A. D. was a ſecret concert exiſting between the courts of 
_ l Vienna and Saxony, in copſequence of which, the 
latter did intend to let the King's army pals, in 
order to act, afterwards, according t events, 
either in joining his enemies, or in making a di- 
verſion in his dominions, unprovided with troqps. 
Then the memorial coneludes with this declara- 
tion, Such is the ſituation, the King was in, with 
the court of Saxony, when, he reſolved ta march 
into Bohemia, in order to ayert the danger, which 
was prepared for him. His Majeſty eould not 
therefore abandon himſelf ta the diſeretion of x 
court, whoſe ill-will he was thoroughly acquainted 
with; — But found himſelf forced to take fuch 
meaſures, as prudence and the ſecurity of his own 
dominions required; and which the conduct of 
the court of Saxony towards him, has whey 
dau 10 purſue.” | 
The Em. The Empreſs. Queen made an appearance to 
* anſwer the charge brought againſt her and her 
— allies, in theſe motives; in which he chiefly inſiſted 
| tive upon the right of ſelf-preſeryation, and the proofs 
of a confederacy by powers, with whom he was 
in a ſtate of peace, to attack him unprovided and 
| gefenceleſs, in order to rob him of his dominions, 
to which he had a juſt right by inheritance and 
treaty, and to divide them amongſt themſelves, 
But ſbe, in her anſwer, evaded thoſe two prin- 
eipal points z and, in general, only denied, or en- 
deavoured ta give a favourable turn to, thoſe docu- 
ments and original papers, the King of Pruſſia had 
IF" in juſtification of the violent meaſures, 
he 


% 
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he was obliged, tn nei he; e TY 


purſue. - 
To invalidace theſe motives, It is aſked in the 


anſwer of the court of Vienna, Do theſe pieces 


of correſpondence fo taken, and then publiſhed 
in the Pruſſian memorial, actually and really 
exiſt? And if they do; are their contents truly 


the ſane, as related? And ſuppoſe them to be 


originals,” Are they not falſe and ſuppoſititious ? 
« For, fays the anſwer, theſe pretended originals 
are communicated only by way of extracts, not 


duly connected; ſome paſſages being ren, 


[ſe oot, or et leaſt Gilltiſed,” 
It juſtifies the treaty of the 18th of May 1745, 


upon a notion of right, which à potentiate bas to 
renew different former conventions, according to 


the difference of times; and upon a ſuppoſition 


that ſuch meaſures, propoſed to be taken in a fu- 


ture time of war, are not to bind or take effect, 


1757 


until, according to all laws, human and divine, 


the parties ate no more bound to peace; and the 


full tight of ſuch treaties ſhould not before be en · 


tered upon, of avail. So that here the fact is 
tonfefſtd, though the intention is nos for os 
trying the fact into execution. 


But; . e Bal "ite e | 


Miegel e Empreſb Queen was very diferetit 


from that of the King of Pruffia : the continual 


danger of an attack, ſhe was in, fince the peace 
of Dreſden, was a real concern. The experience 
of repeated infractions of the peace, oommitted 
by Pruſſia, and followed within a few years, one 
by another, left no room to the court of Vienna 
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3 . to expect another fate : becauſe the King of Pruſ- 


t fia was continually arming himſelf, and augment. 
ing his forces; though. the peace was but lately 
concluded, and no probability of any danger the 
houſe of Auſtria being engaged in another war; 


its preparations, as made it hard to diſtinguiſh x 
een 
other.. Nele ot n Y 


better method could be taken to provide for the 


Ruſſia at a great diſtance, and Saxony too weak 
for any enterpriae: but Fruſſia vas ſo;ſerious in 


It further bids the, reader add, the notorious 


8 temper of che King of Pruſſia, Bis con- 


tinual intrigues wich foreign courts, his contra - 
ventions; his taiſing diſputes amongſt. his neigh- 
bours; and then infers, That nothing could be 


| expected, but that he would play his game again, 


the firſt opportunity, and unexpectedly interrupt 
the moſt _ ſolemn treaties. of peace; and that he 
had only made peace, in order to prepare for an- 
other war with renewed ſtrength. 


3 As. a. further juſtification, it is "fad, That 


the imperial court of Ruſſia has no leſs intereſt in 
the ſupport. of the houſe of Auſtria, than this 


houſe in the undiſturbed tranquility of the Ruſſian 
: Monarchy, and both courts in the defence. of the 


republic of Poland, againſt the aggrandizing views 


| of Pruſſia, and its intermeddling with the domeſtic 


affairs of this kingdom: and therefore, that no 


common welfare and future ſafety, than the union 


of the two courts, which was effected by the treaty 
| * 1746, an . to unite their ſerength 


. for 
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for ſetting proper bounds to the over- grown power 
of Pruſſia; if this King, not farisfied with the 
conſiderable acquiſitions he had made, ſhould 
again proceed to commence hoſtilities againſt either 
of the contracting parties or their ally, the re- 
public of Poland. So that the Empreſs Queen 
inſiſts, that this fourth ſecret article, on which 
the King of Pruſſia fixes the firſt cauſe of his vio- 
lent meaſures, was not offenſive, but merely a 
defenſive treaty of friendſhip, until it ſnould hap- 
pen that the King of Pruſſia himſelf, by attack - 
ing firſt Auſtria, Ruſſia, or the republic of Po- 
land, ſhould oblige them to unice againſt him. 
As to the proceedings againſt Saxony in parti- 
cular: it is granted, ſays the anſwer, that the 
court of Berlin could not poſſibly expect any other 
reſolutions from that court, conſidering the un- 
neighbourly manner, and oppreſſions, both in re- 
gard to commerce and other provincial affairs, 
which Saxony has ſuffered from Pruſſia ſince the 
late peace: neither could it be wondered, chen 
ſuch a conduct has grieved the Saxon miniſters to 
their heart, and made them to ſpeak more freely 
to others about it: but that it was in no wiſe 
juſtifiable to make the court reſponſible for thoſe 
correſpondencies, and to treat the country with a 
cruelty, that may be felt for a whole century. 
It further ſays, in regard to the motives drawn 
from the ſentiments of the King of Poland's privy 
council, that theſe, and the other allegations, im- 
port no more than that the Electoral court of 
Saxony had reſolved to direct irs meaſures accord- 
% We OA . ing 
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A D. ing to future events, waiting firſt a Pruſſian at- 
959 atk; nd eee ee 201 be winds by 


the miniſters ; it is alledged that they 


ſides. And as to the final anſwer demanded by 
the King of Pruſſia from the Empreſs Quetn; the 


itz allles. 37 7 
| As to the proofs drdwn from-the correſpondence 


were only miniſterial ſentiments, which can de- 
termine nothing, nor be admitted by way of evi. 
dence, concerning the intentions of their prinei- 
pale, in oppoſition to the plaineſt declarations 
given by the court itſelf, where the miniſter re- 


court of Vienna, ſays the anſwer, did not think 


proper to make a new declaration, in compliance 


with the Pruſſian dictates, after a ſuffieient anſwer 
was given already to the firſt demand. Becauſe, 
the truce, propoſed for 1wo- years, ſuppoſed ati 


actual war; and real offenſive circumſtances or of: 


ſenſive meaſures, agreed upon by the two Em- 
preſies which the court of Vienna could not againſt 
truth, and the aſſurances already given, allow to 
be the caſe 3 and becauſe the obligation, by the 
peace of Dreſden, would, in confequence of ſuch 4 
declaration, have been void. But that this court 
ackhowledges, that it has always" entertained a 
diſtruſt of the King of Pruſſia, and had been evet 
attentive to the continual. armaments and unwars 
rantable violences committed on all ſides : neither 
was it now frightened by a Pruſſian aggreſſion, 
or deterred ftom its defenſive meaſures, by any 


threats and artifices: bur that it had taken, 


ſince the late breach, the moſt eſfectual meaſures, 
| 2 5 in 
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in order to make the author of the prefeht trou- A, D, 


bles repent of wird r err! violence and rah 755. 


a * 


Such were the evaſions; fuck” che NG How it 


and threats of the court of Vienna, Which were =. 


far from diſproving the truth of the Proffian Vo- F 
narch's ſuſpicion ; or his right to thbſe ler 
ſteps he hach talten for his own ſecurity” and en 
only to bonfirm him in nis opinion of the cohIpi- 
racy againſt him, and whetted his reſolutions and 
adtivity in his future operations. 

The King of Pruffia a cent ds. bis Te 


oonduct miſrepreſented in every court of Rape — ateof 


the King of 


his electorate put under the ban of the Empire, rut. 
his ſubjects abſolved by the Tmperial decree Kein 
their alſegiance ; threatened wich an angry decla- 
ration from Ruſſia, and from France, who had 
A formidable armies to attack him, in con- 
junction with Auſtria; © beſides the diverſion he 
expected from the Swedes” and the Duke of 
Mecklenburg; maintained his winter quarters in 
Saxony,” for chat part of the army commanded by 
Mareſchal Keith; which lined the ſhore of the 
Elbe between Pirna and the frontier ; and cbhefed 
Sileſia from ſurprize with the army under M. 
Schewrin, who took up his quarters in the county 
of Glatz, till the time came for action. 
During this receſs a regiment of Saxon troops Baron 
which had entered into his ſervice; after theit ſur- fr. 
render at Pirna, and ſent by him to garriſon — 
lin, deſerted and retired into Poland, being joined 
by ſome. mare in heir mach. - However, this 
Vor. 8 F did 
16 | 


troops 4 
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did not weaken his army. For, he broke all the 


reſt of the Saxon regiments, incorporated the men 
amongſt his own troops, and obliged the Saxon 


._. magiſtrates Wen him ae with ſour thou- 


: " 


ſand freſh recruits. 0 
Meifures As ſoon as he ache HY Wer bis Majeſty; 


to prevent 
the march 


informed of the march of 130, 00 Ruflians, 


of the Ruf- which had been advancing ever ſince the month 


Saxony 
how diſ- 
poſed. 


do them the following order of his Pruſſian Majeſty. * You 
call give notice throughout the city, that having thought fit 
to cut off all communication with this court; from henceforth 
nobody ſhall be admitted to the palace, except the domeſtics, 
whoſe ſervice is required there, All acceſs thereunto'is inter- 

ii | 4 | dicted 


the burgo · maſters and ſyndic of the city of Dreſden, and read 


of November towards Ducal Pruſſia, with provi- 
ſions only to ſupply their neceſlities, till they could 
reach Lithuania, reinforced Memel with three te- 


giments of troops and à great number of ma- 
troſſes ; he alſo ordered 39,900. men, under Ge- 


neral Lehwald, to meet the enemy under. M. 
Apraxin; and bought up all the corn and forage 
of the country where the Ruſſians were to enter, 


and. they depended, upon a plentiful. ſupply 
Which precautions had their deſired effect, 


In Saxony one regiment only was allotted ths 
the garriſon of Dreſden, but the, towns people 
were diſarmed. A detachment was poſted at Ko- 
nigſtein, to oblige that fortreſs to obſerve an ex- 
act neutrality. The French miniſter was ordered 


to withdraw and ſeveral gentlemen and ladies 
about the court were laid under reſtraint.. And 


* On the 10th of April Mazor- general Bornftadt ſent for 
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all pollible care was taken by the Pruſſians w ſe- 
cure à retreat in caſe of neceſſity. For which 
purpoſe his Majeſty ordered two bridges to be 
thrown over the Elbe early in the year, and he 
obliged the Saxons to ſupply waggons with four 
horſes for that ſervice. 
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Having provided for the ſecurity of his poſieſ- Prepara- 


fion of Saxony, and ſettled all in profound quiet, , 


tions for 


ening 


his Pruſſian Majeſty went in perſon to viſit all his the cam- 


poſts in. Sileſia, and at Neiſs he ſettled the ope- F 


ations for the enſuing campaign, with Mare- 


ſchal Schwrin:, ©. whoſe army, confiſting of - 


50,000 men' ih Sileſia, he commanded tO re- 


gulate i its motions with the royal army, fo as to 
act in concert, as circumſtances might require. 
He placed armies in Luſatia and Voigtland; he 


ordered 20,000 men, under Prince Maurice of 
Anhalt Deſſau, to aſſemble at Zwickaw, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra; and de- 


tached 60,000 men towards Great Zeidlitz, where 


their head quarters were ſettled. /. 


The Auſtrians, convinced by. the experiment By the 
already made in the autumn, that their army was 


not ſtrong enough to force the Pruſſians, had not 


only demanded the aid of their allies, but greatly | 
augmented their own forces, and employed the 
winter in ſuch preparations as the nature of the 


war required: keeping a conſtant. attention . 


dided to others : ſo that whoſoever ſhall 3 was con- 
trary to this order ſhall be taken up, and lodged in foe for 
Ne onde I: CIR * 

* v F 2 Ss 80 the 
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the motions and meafures of the Pruſfians, 80 
that while the Prüſnan troops were making their 
neceſſary diſpoſitions on the frontiers of Bohetnia, 
there happened ſeveral Tkirmiſhes between them 
and the Auſtrians; with various ſucceſs, . On of 


_ 20th of February, about for in the morning, f 


Auſtrians, in number 6000, ſurroumded Wb 
field, a little town in Upper Luſatia, garrifone 


only by. one battalion, of Pruſſian foot. The at- 


tack, was made on two redoubts without the gates, 
defended by tw field pieces each, The Auſtrians, 
after being ſeveral times repulſed, with conſider- 
able loſs, made themſelves maſters of one re. 
doubr, "ant carried off its two cannon. But the 
Proffians, fallying out and _harrafiing their rear, 
Killed teme, and took many prifoners. 

Tus "was improved by the Prince öf Bevern; 


Who in che beginning of March "departed from 


Zittau wich go0o men, to beat up and deſtroy 


me dens or forts erated by the KUfttiams on theft 


| botly of 600 croars, ſuſtalned by 300 Abftifih 


frontiers. In which expedition He feized upon 


tte Autan magazitte at Friedrand in Bohemia, 
and carried off 9000 fucks of kbeal, and 4 grit 


quantity of ammunition; the van of us troops, 
conſiſting only of 150 buffars "of "Pitlctrnner' 
reginient, being arracked,” 'Nedtd in "Hah, 2 


Aragbons of Bathiati; at their Hflt entering Bo- 
hemia; killed 30, took. 10 dragoons priſoners, 
and go horſes, without any loſs ot hurt, except tuo 


men ſlightly. wounded. From Friedland the 


Prince of Bevern marched againſt Reichenberg: 
8 | Which 
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which alſo ſurrendered to his arms, From thence 5 . 
he returned victorious to Zittau. 

The time of action deemed ta drive on a pace, M. 1 
M. Brown viſited. the fortifications of Brian and gad. 
Konigſgratz ; reviewed the army unger the com- 
mand of General Serbellogi, which had been 
commanded by Prince Piccolomini z and uamedi- 
ately upon hearing that the Prufſians were in 

motion, he marched with the grand army, with 

an intention to fx his bers quarters at Rachrz of 

the Elbe. 

Tbe activity of dhe Pruſſian beo. lern ms g. | 
thing to fear. from the Ruſſians, who could nat i=l 
march forward for want of proyiſions and forage, 2 
would not permit the Auſtrian General to enter 
Saxony. It ee aan the beſt policy to carry war 
into the enemy's country, and to keep it as far as 
poſſible from home. Therefore, thoſe four armies, 1 
which he ſeemed to have placed upon the defen- | 
ſive in Sileſia, Luſatia, Miſnia and Saxony, had 
orders ſuddenly to penetrate by four different and 
oppoſite routs into Bohemia, at one and the ſame 
time, and as near as poſſible. That from Saxony 
his Majeſty commanded in perſgn, aſſiſted by M. 
Keith: Prince Maurice of Anhalt Deſlau was at 
the head of the army from Miſnia: That from 
Luſatia was conducted by Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick Bevern: and M. Schwerin commanded 
the troops from Sileſia. All which was executed 
wich that diligence and ſecrecy, that thoſe four 
armies entered Bohemia almoſt without oppoſition, 
for che Auſtrians never ſuſpected che leaſt of ſuch 
8 a 
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A.D, a viſit till they were convinced of their arrival in 
1757+ Bohemia. 

Enter Bo. N. Schwerin e | Bobswh h in five columng 

”"m—_ and by five different roads : and met with no op. 

poſition till they advanced to Guelder Oelſe, which 

defile was filled with Pandours ; but they were 
immediately attacked by two battalions of Pruſflian 
grenadlers with bayonets fixt, who routed them, 

Prince Anhalt Deſſau paſſed * the frontiers of Bo- 

hemia without any reſiſtance. Being advanced 

with the corps under his command within a ſhort 

_ diſtance of Egra, he attacked a poſt guarded by 

400 dragoons, ſuſtained by Croats and Pandours; 

which he entirely defeated with great loſs to the 

enemy: he then detached 4000 of his troops to- 

| wards Holtenberg, in order to ſeize on the impor- 
The battle tant paſs of Schirdinger. On the 20th of April 
— the Prince of Bevern entered Bohemia alſo, and 
g got poſſeſſion of Krottau and Graffenſtein, the 
firſt poſt, on that ſide of the kingdom, without 

the loſs of a man: hearing that the enemy had 
approached-to Kratzen, he proceeded and drove 

them away from thence the ſame day, and con- 

tinued his march to Machendorff near Reichen- 

berg, and not far from a camp of 28,000 Auſtri- 

ans, under the command of Count Konigſeg, 
 Putkammer's huffars, who formed part of a body, 
commanded by a Colonel and Major, fell in with 

a party of ſome hundreds of cuirafſiers, poſted 

before Colin, or Kohleg, under the command of 


onde n et April, 1 Qatha aſt ef wh 
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Prince Litchtenſtein, took three officers and up- A. D. 


wards of 60 horſe priſoners, and diſperſed the 757. 


reſt. Night not. only prevented a. purſuit; but 
obliged the Pruſſian army to remain in the field 
till morning. At break of day they marched in 
two columns, by Habendorf, to attack the enemy 
near Reichenberg: and as ſoon as they were form- 
ed in three lines of about 30 ſquadrons, they ad- 
vanced towards the enemy's cavalry; the two 
wings being ſuſtained by the infantry, poſted 
amongſt felled trees, and behind entrenchments. 
The cavalry having a village on their right, and 
a wood, where they were entrenched on the left, 
received the canonade with reſolution. But fifteen 
ſquadrons of the dragoons of the ſecond line being 
ordered by the Prince of Bevern to advance, and 
at the ſame time, the wood on the right being at- 
_ tacked by the battalions of grenadiers of Kahlden 
and of Moellendorf, by the Prince of Pruſſia's 
regiment of dragoons; who, by getting clear 
over all the heaps of timber, and the entrench- 
ments, ſecured their flanks, and entirely routed 
the enemy's cavalry ; and Colonel Putkammer 


and Major Schenfield with their huffars, though , 


flanked by the enemy's artillery, gave the Auſtrian 
horſe a very warm reception; whilſt General 
Leſtewitz attacked the redoubts, that covered 
Reichenberg, with the left wing of the Pruſſians. 
An action, that redounded greatly to his honour ; 
for, though there were many defiles in the way, 
and the enemy was in poſſeſſion of the eminences, 
the regiment of Darmſtandt drove all before 
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them, and with a ferociry ſcarce to be conceived, 
bid defiance to powder and' ball, and drove the 
Auſtrians not only from the redoubts, but pur- 
ſued them with great laughter from hill to hill - 
as far as Rochlitz and Dorffell. 
This action began at Ix. in the morning, and 
lafted five hours; ahd was ſupported with great 
obſtinacy and bravery on both ſides, though with 

at diſproportion in the loſs, For the Auſtrians 
were obliged to leave behind them ſeveral pieces 
of cannon, and ſeveral , ammunition waggons in 
their trenches, to the diſcretion of the enemy : and 
they had upwards of a- thouſand. men killed and 
wounded ;, amongſt whom were found General 
Porporati and Count Hobenfelds killed, and 
Prince Lichtenſtein and Count Mansfeld wound - 
ed: they alſo loſt three ſtandards, 20 officers, and 
e private men made priſoners. Whereas the 


ruſſians had only ſeven ſubaltern officers, and a 
100 rank and file killed; and General Norman, 


one colonel, four major, three captains, ſeven 
ſubalterns, and 1 50 rank and file wounded. 
Such a blow at the firſt of the campaign wag 
produktive of ſeveral advantages. It diffuſed vaſt 
ideas, in every place, of his Pruſſian Majeſty's - 
abilities and valour ; it animated his victorious 
voor to face every danger; it ſtruck a panig 
roughout the country he had inraded; it ſecured 
a ſafe and eaſy retreat in caſe of neceſſity; and it 


facilicated the execution of the whole plan of 


- 
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operations, which had been ſo gloriouſly ER 4 D. 
The news of this eclat reached England. at the F 4 
time Mr. Pix r was diſmiſſed, and _ Engliſh in Eng 
bemoaned the miſmanagement and timidity of . 
their own governors z it made them more eager 
and clamorous for an alliance, with a power, that 
was every day exhibiting proofs i foreſight. and 
bravery 

His ; Pruffan Majeſty did not omit to \ make the The vi do- 
beſt uſe of this victory. He himſelf publiſhed 3 
the account thereof at the head of his own guards, Kin 12 | 
in a ſtile that would have done honour to an his amy; 
Alexander or a Cæſar, (See, my boys, ſaid he, 
4 a moſt happy beginning. Heaven eſpouſes our 
* cauſe, The Prince of Bevern has defeated the 
*« Auſtrians at Reichenberg, This promiſes us, 
* that with God's aſſiſtance, we ſhall have the 
* like ſucceſs,” Words can't expreſs the joy that 


diffuſed itſelf i in every countenance, and the. ac- 


clamations which reſounded from the whole army | 


with huzzas, and A long life to their n 
fable ſovereign.” - | 
An army ſpirited up in this manner was s cager Reſolution 
to be led on to the moſt arduous enterprizes. The orb | 
King ſeizes the opportunity, and prepares to.ſeek tainarmy, 
the main body of the enemy, and if. poſſible, to 
draw them to a general engagement; though they 
were far ſuperior to him in numbers, and en- 
camped in a ſituation ſo fortified by every advan» 
tage of nature, and contrivance of art, as to be 
; deemed almoſt impregnable, With this reſolution, 
1 the Feine ot Bevern. who was joined. 
ſoon 


* 
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ſoon after the battle, by the army under M. Schwe- | 
rin, to march with all expedition to meet him, 
at a certain place: and the ſame orders accelerated 
the march of the Prince of Anhalt Deſſau with 


his army. In their rout, the Prince of Bevern 


made Simfelf maſt} of the greateſt part of the 
circle of Buntzlau, and diſlodged and took a con- 
ſiderable magazine from the Auſtrians. 

Every thing ſucceeded to favour the junction 
of the Pruſſian forces. There ſtill remained ſome- 
thing to be done in point of generalſhip, to weaken 
the enemy's ſtrength, without leaving all to the 


- riſk of the ſword. His Pruſſian Majeſty, ever vi- 


gilant and penetrating, with a ſagacity, that fore- 
ſaw every thing, was readily furniſhed with a ſtra- 
tagem for this purpoſe. His Majeſty; to the ſur- 


prize of every body, after the Prince of Anhalt 


Deſſau was, arrived at the camp of his diſtination, 
near that of his ſovereign's army, decamped and 


advanced with his own part of the army to Budin, 


where he drove the Auſtrians from their advan- 
tageous camp, to 'Weſtram, which les half way 


between Budin and Prague. 


This movement, added to the way by which he 
entered Bohemia, which was at a conſiderable 
diſtance from any of the corps commanded by his 


generals, ſo deceived the enemy, into an imagi- 
nation that his Pruſſian Majeſty had undertaken 


ſome deſign diſtinct from the object of his othet 


armies; that they fell into the ſnare, and detach- 


ed 20,000 men from their main army to attend 


ju ng his particular motions, ' 
3 g | | But 
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But after his Majeſty had r and 4. D. 
was there joined by the army under M. Schwerin, 
in ſuch a ſituation that they could act jointly, he | 
made ſo ſudden and maſterly a movement to the 3 
left, as if his intention was againſt Egra, that 
it completed his real deſign; which cut off all 
communication between that detachment and the 
main army of the Auſtrians, ſtrongly entrench- 5 05 
ed, as above- mentioned, on the banks of the 1 
Moldau to the north of Prague; their left wing 
being guarded by the mountains of Ziſcka, and 

the right extending as far as Herboholi, under 
the command of Prince r e e 0h and 
| Having gained this advantage to . the 
enemy's main body ; it made the Auſtrians more 
cautious, and though they had been reinforced by 

an army from Moravia; by the remains of the 

forces defeated by the Duke of Bevern, and by 
ſeveral - regiments drawn from the ' garriſon of 
Prague, it was reſolved not to march in queſt of 

the invaders, and to prevent their uniting, as in 

ſound -poliey ought to have been done; but to 

wait their united force in a ſtrong camp to cover Auſtriane 
the metropolis from inſult. But chis caution in wee fo 
the enemy only ſtimulated the vivacity of the 
Pruſſian hero, whoſe courage was always ſharp<- 

ened by difficulties. His reſolutions were not taken 

upon the danger, but the expedieney of the ac- | 
tion. He could not hope for ſucceſs, in his fu- Reatns 

ture operations, without defeating this fortified — * 
army. Therefore deſpiſing the difficulties he had — 
A | ho 
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A D. to encounter in the attack, orders were given for 
4757 30,000 men to paſs the Moldau, which was done, 
with himſelf at their head, on the 6th day of May, 
in the morning, on bridges af boats; having left 
the: reſt of the army under the command of the 
Prince of Anhalt Deſſau, to ſecure the paſs of that 
river, in caſe of need. Thoſe 30,000, on their 
arrival a-croſs the Maldau, were immediately 


Prumnan joined by the troops under M. Schwerin and the 


troops 


joined. Prince of Bevern, according to the good diſpoſi- 
tion mada by his Majeſty in the general plan of 
this invaſion: and it was reſolved to attack the 
enemy wich theſe united forces, on the ſame day. 

* In purſuance of this reſolution the King ordered 


| to the his amm to file off on che left by Porſchernitz, as 


the moſt eligible diſpoſition for! executing this 
grand deſign by flank ing the enemy. This ob» 
liged Count Brown to wheel about to the right, 
The battle The Pruſſians however continued their march to 


1 


Piague. Bichwita; though it was a very bad way, ſo full 
df defiles and moraſſes, that the infantry and ca: 
valry were forced to ſeparate. But all thoſe ob- 

| ſtacles could not check the ardour of the Pruſſian 

- » - officers and men, who on this occaſion, vied with 
each other in paſſing defiles, in croſſing marſhes, 

ins ſeiaing the riſing . and in e 
A ſmall ſa Nomen. ene in the Nan o 
we ken. che engagement like 59: have ruined their cauſe, 
Po cager for action, the infantry began the attack 
ſeoo precipitately as to give the Auſtrians ſome ad- 
vantage Which obliged chem to fall back: but 


Int I ATE WA R. _ 
this check ſerved only to whet their courage. A b. 
The infantty immediately rallied; and advanced 87 
with an impetuoſity, that was not to be reliſted, . 
attacked and entirely broke the enemy's right; von. 
The King was employed in taking 0 enemy in 
Rank. But the Whole plan of operations was 
almoſt diſconterted by a marſhy ground, Which | 

unexpeRedly ſtopt the advancing of M. Schwe- 

fin's army; without whoſe help, it was not poſſi- .. 
bie to defeat the enemy. Therefore the Mara! 
diſmounted, and entering the motaſs with the 
ſtandard of the regiment in his hand, fo encou? 
raged his men, with crying out, Let all brave 
Pruſſians follow me; that they, inſpired with 

the bravery of cheir heroic commander, in the 

dad year of his age, and all their officers, who 
followed this example, preſſed forward, and ne ver 

abated in their ardour, till the enemy was totally 

routed, though their general was unfortunately 

killed by the firſt Hire. The Auſtrian cavalry 

ſtood no more than three charges, and then re- 

tired in great confuſion ; the centre being at the | 
ſane time totally routed. ' The Pruffian left wing = ; 
filed off towards Micheley, and being there joined W 
by the horſe, renewed their attack upon the enemy 171 
tetreating haſtily towards Saſzawa; while the 

right wing of the Pruſſtans were diverting them- 

{elves with attacking the ſmall, remains of the left 

wing of the Auſtrians, and making themſelves 

maſters « of three batteries, Prince Henry of Pruſ- 

fia and the Prince of Bevern performed wonders, 
making themſelves maſters of two batteries: and 

* N Prince 
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A. D. Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick took the left wing 
#1757* of the Auſtrians in flank, while the King ſecured 
the paſſage of the Moldau with his left and a 
body of cavalry. However the Auſtrians at firſt 
received the enemy with great firmneſs and brave- 
ry; and did not give way, till they, after a long 
and obſtinate engagement, were obliged to yield 

to ſuperior abilities, and the fate of war. 
victory After many ſignal examples of valour on. both 
A ſides, the Auſtrians were driven from the field of 
Pruſſia. battle; who attributed the ill ſucceſs of the day 
to the advantage, which the Pruſſians had of the 
wind, that blew. the powder, into the eyes of the 
Auſtrians, ; Be that as it will: the King of Pruſ- 
ſia obtained a complete victory; took. 60 pieces 
of cannon *, all the tents and baggage, the mi- 
litary cheſt, . the whole camp; ten ſtandards 
and upwards of 4000 priſoners , amongſt whom 
were thirty officers of rank; and they killed and 
wounded a. very extraordinary number; amongſt 
whom was M. Brown, who died of his wounds and 

chagrin ſoon after, at Prague, 

_ Auſtrian The Auſtrians gave out that the Pruſfans had 
2 of 0, 00 men killed and wounded in this action. 
But the account publiſhed by the King of Pruſſia, 
admits of no more than 2500. killed, amongſt _ 
whom was M. Schwerin, the Prince of ane 


Some accounts make them * pieces of cannon, which 

ſeems moſt probable from the ſtrength and extent of the oy, 

and the number of field — required in each + oor 

* time of action. N 

q Some accounts make them 10,000, =: 190 eee 
: Becks 
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Beck, General d' Amſtel, two colonels and one A. D. 
leutenant-colonel : and about 3000 wounded, 1757 
including ſix generals. a] : 
The fugitive Auſtrians took frveral: roads, — 
About 12,000 of their horſe fled towards Ben- perſed. 


ſchau, where they afterwards aſſembled under Ge- 


neral Pretlach. About 40,000 eſcaped their pur- en of. 


fuers, and eſcorted Prince Charles of Lorrain and — 
M. Brown into Prague: but ſuffered greatly in 9 
their retreat from a detachment under M. Keith, 


who purſued them Tug to lar vey an of chat 

cit. ; 

Two objects now aides themſelves for his' Two ob- 

Prufſian- Majeſty's attention. To avail himſelf conſidered, 

of the preſent conſternation and confuſion of his 

enemy's troops; and to guard againſt'the Imperial 

army of execution; the only force that could be 

brought againſt him with any hopes of ſucceſs 

and which was preparing to march for the relief 

of Prague and the Auſtrians. So that, while he 

took the reſolution to beſiege Prague; his Ma- 

jeſty commanded Colonel Meyer, with a battalion To prevent 

of Pruſſian pandours and 400 huſſars, to cut off — 

all ſubſiſtence for any army, that ſhould march to n 

the ſuccour of the Auſtrians: which ſervice he ' 

effectually performed, by deſtroying all their ma- * 

gazines, eſpecially that conſiderable and valuable 

one erected at Pilſen, His expedition againſt To bevege 

Prague was ſo rapid, that he, in four days, ſur- 

rounded the walls of that city, himſelf on one 

ſide, and M. Keith on the other ſide of the river, 

with lines and entrenchments, in ſuch a manner, 
f : as 


J 


A. b. 
2757. 


ws M. Brown, two Princes of Saxony, the Prince of 
riſh x oo Modena, the Duke d' Aremberg, Count Lacy, 
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as entirely cut off all communication with rhe 
country; and ſhut up Prince Charles of Lorrain, 


ſeveral other perſons of great diſtinction, and 
about 40,000' of the Auſtrian army, that had 


eſcaped him in the field and fled here for refuge: 


o at 


ekz. 


formed. 


an army, it was then thought, ſtrong, enough to 
diſpute their ſovereign's cauſe in the field 4 and by 


no means commendable for placing their ſafety, 


within the walls of a city, where nothing but 


ſome fortunate accident, was like to deliver them 


from the enemy, after they had undergone every 
hardſhip of famine, fire, and ſword: | So that 
when they ſaw their communication cut off, and 


that the Pruſſians were continually employed in 
ſtrengthening; the works of the blockade, they 


had formed, and had made themiles maſters of 


Caiſcaberg, a ſtrong redoubt, on an eminence, 
that commands the city, without being able to 
recover that poſt, notwithſtanding they had ſallied 


out, and taken ſome other ſteps, for that pur- 


_ pole; a deſign was formed to get rid of the uſe 


2 woke + 8 lefs mouths, hich could ſerve only to conſume 


— 
— 2 $ 


mouths. 


25 


the proviſions, to bring on a famine, and per- 


haps a plague, or oblige them to ſurrender. This 


was to be done by forcing the Pruſſian lines: and 
12, ooo men were drawn out for that ſervice; who 
were, with ſword in hand, to open a way through 
the camp of the beſiegers for thoſe that were not 


| wanted in the city: and in caſe an improſſion 


could be made on the lines, they were to be ſuſ- 
; ſtained 
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and Hungarian infantr y. 
Every thing was prepared for this ſally with Ber 


defired ſucceſs,” under the cover of a very dark 


and his danger. A deſerter, about eleven that 
ſame night, reveals the whole deſign to the royal 
eur. Heaven gave the alarm: the King, in leſs 
than a quarter of an hour, had his whole army 
under arms, and ren, r n. 
warm reception *. 


night. But Providence ſtept in between the King 


24k 


n. 


the greateſt vigour and privacy, and promiſed the ,7? 2 * | 


The Auftrians, it ſeems, depunding) more ok Fails, 


the obſcurity” of the nighr and a profound filence 


in their motions, than upon the uſe of their arms, 


charged the Pruſſian advanced poſts before they 
were diſcovered; though the Pruſſians were' fore- 


wirned of their: attempt. They firl attacked the 


camp of M. Keith, on the fide of the little town, 
and the left wing of the Pruffian army, that 


ſtretched along the Moldau; with hopes to deſtroy. 


the batteries that were railing, and to gain the 


bridges of communication, thrown by the Pruf- 


ſians over the Moldau at Branick and Podbaba, 
about a quarter of a German mile above and below 
Prague. About two o'clock” the enemy expected 
to ſurprize the miners: but they came a quarter 
of an hour after the miners had left work. 
However they fired a piece, which alarmed a pi- 


quet of one hundred of the Pruſſian guards ſent 


to ſuſtain the body that covered the works: but 
| On the 23d of May. © 


0 101 K | en the 
16 | 


a — — — — —— >. — 
— — _ Z 
= — 


2 
. be vight was %o dank, thut they envld not dilin- 
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1757* guiſh, who were friends, or ſcoꝶ and ſo fell into 


* 1 9 
= 


* 
92 ; 


Loſs. 


confuſion, This was remedied by Lieutenant 
Jork. who being ſent with cwo platroons to re- 


connoitre the enemy, kindled a fire, the light of 
which diſcovered their diſpoſition to Captain Ro- 
digs. who immediately formed the deſign of fall- 
ing upon them in flank ; which they performed 


elffectoally by firing in platoons, and mutually xe; 
pPesting the ſignal given by their commander. 


By which means, and keeping up ,a.. continual 
ſhooting, they made the Auſtrians believe them to 


be a numerous body; ſo that they fled/with ſuch 


a building called the Redhouſe, at the bottom of 


precipitation, that many of them were ,drowned 
in the river; wean deſerted, and the oof return- 
ed to Prague. . ee 147 
At the GK tie the: miners were . 
regiment. of horſe grenadiers, ſupported by. the 
Hungarian infantry, attacked a Pruſſian redoubt, 
guarded hy Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick's bat- 


talion. The Avſtrians returned thrice to the a- 


ſault; and their muſquetry kept an inceſſant fire 


| upon the whole front of the Pruſſians, from the 


convent of St. Margaret to the river: by which 
the- battalion ſuffered extreme). 
As ſoon as day began to appear, the Pruſlians 
-Quitted their camp, to ſeek and to engage the 
enemy. They found Pandours in -poſitſſion of 


za declivity before Wellaſtowitz, well barricadoed 
and ſupplied wich cannon. But the battalion 


of Pannewitz, after two hours ſevere ſervice, in 


the midſt of a continual fire from both cannon and 
4 mulſquetry 
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muſquetry drove them out; though they were not A. D. 
able to maintain the poſt; becauſe the artillery of 
the city kept a continual fire upon it, from tũe 
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moment it was known to be in the power of the 


Pruſſians. 80 that this Wr 1 into the 
hands of the Pand ours. 

Thus ended the affair of this fally, which had 
dun ſwdidogerived.) The Auſtrians left many 


dead and wounded behind them; and many de- 


ſerters and priſoners. It was alſo attended with 
conſiderable loſs to the Pruſſians, both in officers 
and private men: and Prince Ferdinand, the 
King's youngeſt brother, narrowly eſcaped, with a 


eee munen mn 


pO | 


It peel ee to find them ener ment A moſt 


in Prague; and for that purpoſe eſpecially, to 


ries; The heavy artillery being arrived, four bat- 
teries began to play with great execution from 
the banks of the Moldau. The Prince of Bevern 
was appointed to cover the fiege with an army of 
20,000 men. After a moſt dreadful ſtorm of rain 


and thunder, as if it were to diſplay how much 
more ruinous the malice of men may be, than the 


greateſt terrors of nature, a rocket was thrown 
into the air, as a ſignal for the batteries to begin; 


and they diſcharged at the rate of 288 bombs 


every 24 hours, which were accompanied by vaſt 
numbers of red hot cannon. balls, and other inſtru- 
ments of deſtruction. The beſieged were not in 


About 1000 killed and wounded. 


on the 2th of May in the evening. 
EV à⁊ con- 


terrible 
haſten che approacties und v0 Complets the Butte nm. 
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A D. à condition to return the fire with equal fury, 
* 2757* Their want of proper -artillery and ammunition 
naten or furniſhed his Pruſſian Majeſty with an opportunity, 
the beſieg · not to be expected, to pour: deſtruction upon this 

unfortunate city, whoſe ſtreets and ſquares were, 
crouded with © © horſes, grown. almoſt mad for 
want of forage ; and whoſe houſes; at laſt, took 
fire on the fide of the Moldau, which heightened 
the miſery of the citizens, and encouraged the be- 
ſiegers to diveſt themſelves of all humanity, and 
to practiſe every ſtratagem, to try every barbarous 
invention in the military art, to force them to ſur- 
City on render or capitulate. The bombardment never 
tre. ceaſed night nor day. And the flames, at laſt got 
to ſuch a head, that the fire was no ſooner quench- 
| ed in one part, than it broke out in another. | 
Miſerable Thus, men, horſes, and houſes, were wrapped in 
late. flames and reduced to aſhes; and the neceſſaries 
of life alſo conſumed. in this almoſt general confla - 
gration; a ſtill more moving ſcene preſents itſelf. 
The principal magiſtrates, burghers and clergy were 
not ſuffered to open their mouths to the army, in 
the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, in favour of their city, 
on the point of being reduced to a heap of rubbiſh. 
Two ſenators, more importunate than the reſt, 
were hanged by order of the military power ; and 
when the cry of the public increaſed for neceſſary 
22000 ci- ſubſiſtence, 12,000, of the moſt uſeleſs mouths 
22225 were driven out to aſk bread, or to fall under 
the city. the ſword of the enemy. 44. 


- © en borſes. 
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Their ſtarving condition had no weight in the - 4 
reaſonings of an enemy, whoſe ſucceſs depended 
upon the inereaſe of his adverſary's diſtreſs. They Beat back. 
were driven back, which foon reduced the city o 
the neceſſity of eating horſe- fleſ. The horſes Eat horſe 
which were ſtarved for want of forage, were cut 3 
up and diſtributed amongſt the garriſon; and the 
citizens were glad to buy it at four pence per 
pound. But ſo long as their corn held out, the 
garriſon was in no hurry to capitulate: of which 
there was yet no ſcarcity, Once more it was re- 
ſolved to try the iſſue of ſallies; and though they * 
proved of no advantage otherwiſe, they harraſſcd 
the enemy, and obliged the Pruſſians, who had 
not a ſufficient change to watch ſo numerous, re- 
ſolute and deſperate a garriſon, to be always upon 
their guard, and might in time d them to 
raiſe the ſiege. | 
Such was the critical ſituation of the affairs of Remarks. 
the Empreſs Queen. All the paſſes of her king- _— On 
dom of Bohemia towards Luſatia, Voigtland, 
Saxony and Glatz, in the poſſeſſion of the King 
of Pruſſia ; the flower of her armies and the chief 
commanders cooped up in Prague : the reſt of 
her troops defeared, diſpirited and diſperſed in 
ſmall parties, and flying to ſeek ſubſiſtence : the 
capital of Bohemia reduced by fire and' famine to 
the laſt extremity : the army within on the point 
of ſurrendering priſoners of war : the whole king- 
dom without ready to ſubmit to the will of the 
conquerors: all aid from Saxony entirely cut off: | 
the Ruſſians obliged to retreat : all the hereditary 


Q 3 domi- 
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A. D. dominions of the houſe. of Auſtria open and ex- 
757. poſed Vienna itſelf not ſecure from a ſiege: and 
the Pruſſian troops dee med invincible | when two 
extraordinary incidents ſtarted up to convince the 
world that no power upon earth is to truſt too 
much to his own wiſdom and ſtrength; and that 
there are reſources in the womb of Providence, 
which if properly attended to and improved, are 
able to deliger us out of the moſt deſperate cir- 
cumſtances. 41 dn ui 2 
King of The irreſiſtible ſucceſs of his arms had fo far 
— great got the better of the King's reaſon, that he ſuffer- 
courage. ed the ſmall parties of the enemy to. aſſemble in 
a body, in a ſituation © not leſs hazardous to be 
Reſolves to attacked, than the walls of Prague. He made 
attack the too ſure of reducing the city: and he made too 
Koll. light of breaking the lines and forcing the camp 
at Kolin, againſt which his Majeſty, in perſon, 
marched on the 13th. day of June, with a force 
very inadequate to attack an army of 60, ooo 
men, fortified and commanded. by a brave and 
Againſt experienced general. A reſolution ſo fraught 
9 * with difficultics, that M. Keith remonſtrated ear- 
neſtly againſt this meaſure. The Marſhal adviſed 
either to raiſe the ſiege and to attack the camp with 
the united forces of Pruſſia, or to proceed with 
the ſiege in the preſent manner, till the city ſhould 
be obliged to capitulate, or till the Auſtrians in 
the camp ſhould attempt to raiſe the ſiege. Be- 
cauſe, from either of theſe reſolutions there were 
hopes of ſucceſs. The Pruſſian united forces 
might more probably carry their point againſt the 
8 © At Kolia. 


camp, 
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camp, than could be expected from the moſt re- A. P. 
ſolute efforts of the inferior ſtrength of 32% _ 


men, which was the whole force ſer a- part by the 
King for chat ſervice” And by continuing the 
ſiege in its preſent form, he ſaid, it would either 
oblige the Auſtrians within to ſurrender, Wich 


would leave all his Majeſty's forces at liberty to 


act, as circumſtances might require; or the Au- 


ſtrĩans without, to quit their: ſtrong” camp, and to 
attack him to their great diſadvantage : for ſo 
long as the Pruſſians ſfiould continue within their 
Ines before Prague, no army could attempt to 


raiſe the ſiege, without bshüng thee 1 n 


nearly equal. 


Sage as this counſel might be the King's cous How the 


rage got the better of his judgment: elated with 
victory, impetuous in his valour, and depending 


upon the diſoipline of his ſoldiers, in which he ex- 


pected to gain the ſuperiority, (againſt him greatly 
in numbers) he bid defiance to all oppoſition, de- 
pended ſolely on the courage and victorious arm, 
which had carried him through all oppoſition, and 
delivered him out of all difficulties, and actuated 


with a kind of military enthuſiaſm, he marched to- 


wards Kolin with aſſurance of ſucceſs. 
To humble this ſpirit of preſumption, n 


ſtarted: up a general, whom the neceſſities of the 


times recommended to a ſervice of that intereſting 
nature, which was no leſs than to fave the Em- 


preſs Queen's dominions from entire deſtruction; 


and to deliver her armies from the coercive power 
of a moſt ſurprizing adventurer; already in poſ- 
Q 4 ſeſſion 


ing was 
— 
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A. D. ſeſſion of all that fertile country between the Egra 
om and the Moldau. This was Leopold Count Daun, 
rafter ang who had never commanded in chief before; but 
condut of had acquired great experience in the moſt illuſtri- 
Daun. ous ſcenes of action, and under the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed generals of this century, in various parts 
of Europe; and particularly the favourite of the 
great Kevenhuller: yet, neither his connections 
with thoſe great ſoldiers, nor his noble extraction, 
from a very ancient and great family, had ever 
procured him any favour from court; his promo- 
tion in the army being entirely owing to his merit. 
His way to preferment was a kind of index to his 
foture conduct, in poſſeſſion of the higheſt com- 
mand. It was ſlow and ſilent, reſolved to gain 
that by mere dint of ſuperiar. worth, which others 
ſought and puſhed for with much intrigue, hurry | 
and huſtle, amongſt their friends at court. 
| This was the temper, this the character of the 
general, who now entered the theatre of war, to 
ſtem the torrent of diſgrace, and ta ſave his coun- 
try from utter ruin. His firmneſs, ſagacity, pene- 
tration and cautiouſneſs recommended him, at this 
critical juncture, like another Fabius, to check 
the fire and vigour of the Pruſſian monarch, who 
like Hannibal, ſet no-bounds to his ambition and 
arms; and did almoſt ruin himſelf by truſting too 
much to his good fortune and military ſkill. 
This general had been ſent from Vienna to the 
grand army; and did not arrive till after its de · 
teat. The day after the battle he had got no far- 
ther than Boemiſchbrod, a few miles from Prague ; 


where 
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under General Serbelloni, which, with/ſome-other , 
of the fugitive corps and broken remains of the the ſeater. = 
Auſtrian army, Marſhal: Daun collected, with an of mans 
activity, that attracted the attention of his Pruſſian ſtrian ar- 
Majeſty 3. who detached the Prince of Bevern, with 11 . 
twenty battalions and thirty ſquadrons, to prevent — 
lei numbers becoming formidable. A moſt pru- et bm. 
dent ſtep: and could it have ſucceeded, the fate 
of Bohemia, and perhaps of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
would have been there with decided, But Daun 
acted upon more ſure principles. He was too 
cautious and penetrating to ſtake the ruin of his 
Imperial Miſtreſs on the chance of a battle, to 
be fought by a few diſpirited, ſhattered troops, 
ſunk with diſgrace, and in great want of every 
thing, with an army fluſhed with victory, and 
well ſupplied with all the neceſſaries for a ſoldier's 
life and for action. 


As ſoon as it was known that the Pruſians were ; Dan . 


in motion to attack him, Daun retreated to the Koln. 
Elbe, and entrenched himſelf ſtrongly, and with” 
great advantage of ground at Kolin; where he 

could receive recruits, ſent daily to his camp from 
Moravia, and heavy artillery from the fortreſs of 
Olmutz ; and inſpire the garriſon in Prague with 

hopes, that he would ſoon be in a condition to 
raiſe the ſiege: he was likewiſe ſo ſituated that Its adran-' 
he could harraſs the enemy by cutting off their ga — 
convoys z and weaken their efforts againſt Prague, 

by obliging the King to employ near a moiety of 

his army in watching his motions, - 


By 
4 
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4A. D. By keeping: cloſe \within:rhis camp, he had no- 
Sy thing to fear from the Prinee of Bevern; whom 
aeg. he frequently alarmed by a detachment of Hun- 
| San and Saxons under General Nadufti,” who 
made ſeveral motions with advantage; and by 

3 r ——— 
piſſed the defile of Czirkwitz and ſpread an alarm 
chrough the whole camp of the enemy: and thus 

dy degrees, he reſtored the langtiſhing and al. 

moſt deſponding ſpirits of his oN troops. Be. 
ſides, he rendered his fituation irkſome and em- 
barraſſing to a monarch of an enterpriſing and 
Impetuous diſpoſition: and did not doubt, but ht 
ſhould be able, by retarding the enemy's opera. 
tions, and affiduouſiy avoiding à precipitate action, 

until the Pruſſian vigour ſhould betexhauſted, their 
ſtrength impaired by deſertion and loſſes, thie fire and 

ardour of their genius extinguiſhed by continull 

. fatigue and inceſſant alarms, to oblige the Pruf- 

fans not only to raiſe the ſiege of Prague, but to 
cevacvate the whole kingdom of Bohemia. 
The event juſtified his conduct. The army 

at Kolin increaſed daily in number; and con- 
ſequently became more formidable to the ene- 
King of my. The King of Pruffia, who had depended 
rab, fer upon the impoſſibility of ſuch a numerous army 
encking ſubfiſting fo long within the walls of a city, grew 
Daun. daily more and more impatient; at the length of 
| the ſiege; and he began, already, to foreſee the 
fatality of permitting Count Daun's army to grow 

ſo powerful, as in a ſhort time, it might not only 

os too much for the Prince of Bevern, but ſtrong 


enough 
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coyed him into the ſnare ſpread by dhe Auſttia n 
general; who was at the head of 60, ooo men, Strength of 
well diſciplined and deeply entrenched defended Ko 
by a prodigious train af artillery, placed on re- i 
doubts and batteries, erected on the moſt advan- | 
tageous poſts ; with lines and heavy pieces of can · N 
non at every acceſſible part of the camp, and ren- 
dered almoſt inacceſſible by — the 

foot of the hills. 

How formidable nn the Ki ;of | 


Auſtrian camp may be, it rather ſerved to ſharpen, rufe, 
than to blunt the acies of his Pruſſian Majeſty” 1 
martial genius. He joined the Prince of Bevern Daun. 

at Milkowitz, about fix miles from Prague, with 

three battalions of infantry and one regiment of 
cuiraſſiers, brought from before Prague, and with 

five battalions and ten ſquadrons he had picked 

up on the road, which had been employed to 

guard the Saſawa. He alſo had ordered Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt Deſſau to follow him next | 
diy with fix battalions and one regiment of cui- =_ 
raſſiers. Which was punctually done. Thus the His force. | 
whole force of the Pruſſian army, after their _- 
junction, | conſiſted of 32 battalions and 111 ſqua- | | 
drons of horſe, dragoons and huſſars, making | 
32,000 men, upon the neareſt computation z and ul 
without further delay they advanced to ſeek the ene- = 
my, whom they found moft advantageouſly poſted, | 
and covered with a very numerous artillery, upon 
the high grounds between Gentitz and St. John 
the Baptiſt ; greatly reinforced ſince the King's 
' | | march 


234 Tur GENERAL HISTORT or 
A. D. march from his camp before Prague, and drawn 
757 up in three lines. It was nom about three in the 

De aſternoon, when the firſt onſet was made. The 
Aauſtrians waited the approach of the enemy, as 

a people ſecure in their ſituation, rather than in 

their numbers and courage. Their artillery were 

placed with the utmoſt advantage for defence, and 
charged with chain and grapeſnot, which poured like 
hail upon the Pruffians, who bid defiance to difficul. 

ties and, death, and marched up the hills with a 
firmneſs and intrepidity, that muſt have daunted and 

driven back any troops, that were not determined 
to conquer or to die. The ſlaughter of the advance 

ing army was moſt horrible ; the Pruſſians were 
obliged not only to paſs through the thickeſt fire, 
that can be imagined, but to fight, their way over 
heaps of their brave companions, mowed down 
by the cannon of the enemy. Yet, inured to con- 
quer, and ſpurning at danger, the Pruſſians drove 
their enemies from two eminences, fortified with 
heavy cannon, and from two villages defended by 
| ſeveral battalions. For a while victory ſeemed to 

_ incline towards the Pruſſians; but, as they at- 

tacked the third eminence, their prodigious loſs 
of men, the obſtinacy of the enemy, and the ad- 
vantage the Auſtrian cavalry gained, by their 
numbers and ſituation, to flank them with grape 
and chain-ſhot, the brave few that were left in 
battle, to contend for victory, were put into diſ- 
order, and driven back. However, preferring a 

_ glorious death in the preſence of their King, to 
an inglorious retreat, that ſhould cancel the ho- 
$47: nour, 
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nour, kb the laurels, they had brought A. D. 
into the field from Reichenberg and the neigh- al 
bourhood, of Prague, they rallied and reſumed * © 
the charge with double ardour, not only ones 
more, but ſeven times ſuopeſſively ; led on by that 
valiant ſoldier and great general Prince Ferdinand; 
but not being in a condition to maintain the ground, | 
where their, cayalry could. not act, and againſt the 
eng: and numbers of an enemy, who had the 
advantage of . ſituation, . artillery. and entrench- | | 
ments, under the command of a general of the | | 
greateſt ſkill and conduct, they gave it up. 4 
The King, like a man in deſpair, more r | 
to meet death, than to carry, the cauſe of difcon- f = 
tent in his breaſt, reſolves to wipe off the dif. King: 
grace, which now appeared ready to fall upon his 
arms, through his own raſhneſs, by a more furious 
effort, With this reſolution, he put himſelf, at the 
head of his cavalry, and attacks the. left wing of 
the enemy, with the greateſt bravery, and expoſed | 
his perſon, to animate his ſoldiers, in the moſt 
perilous, ſituation. Yet neither valour, conduct, Rewer. 
nor even deſperation was able to mend a loſt cauſe. 
So far his tutelar genius accompanied him in this 9 
diſtreſs, as to favour the retreat of the remains f 
the braveſt army, that ever faced an enemy. The 
King drew off his forces from the field of blood, 
for this might more properly be called a carnage,” 
than a battle, with all his baggage and artillery, 
in fight of the enemy, in good order, and with- 
Gut one attempt to purſue Am. By. 
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A. D. Thus ended that precipitate reſolution.” taken 
7e by is Pruſſtan Majeſty,” contrary to the good 8d. 
able br dier er bib Richfül Keith; whole" Falbuf was tu. 
mn , bored by Expetiencs.” However, this engagement 
"= na be accounted à trial ef fxill and'coutage be- 
tween the two powers concerned therein. For, 
altmoſt all the officers; on each ſide, diſtinguiſhed 
chetnſelves: the Pruffians, to recommend them- 
ſelves under the inſpection of their ſovereign, and 

to ſupport the applauſe already gained by their vic. 
tories? the Auſtrians, to ſave their country from 
falling a facrifice to the jealouſy and reſentment 
of the King of Pruſſia. Both the king's bro- 
tthers were in the field, and they did all that could 
be expected from the King of Pruffia's brothers. 
Count Daun had a horſe killed under him, and re- 
ceived two flight wounds, as he emulated the con- 

duct of his royal adverfary in every perilous fitua- 

tion The loſſes of both armies were extraordinary 

Loſſes on in their men. The Pruſſians had upwards of 

| both fe. 9000 killed and wounded : many were made pri- 

ſoners , or deſerted. The Auſtrians had above 
10,000 killed and wounded. _ 
"gof The loſs of this battle the King attributed 

Proj wholly to himſelf : One falſe motion frequently 
bimſelf. proves deciſive, He expoſed the "infantry naked 

| and uncovered by the cavalry, to the chain and 

grape-ſhot of the enemy's whole artillery z which 
was an cots that could not be retrieved, on 


f Amongſt how were | the two generals Treſkow and 
Pannewith. 
5 ground, 


„ re LA TR WAR. 


285 


ground, | where the cavalry could not ——_ A. B. 
up to cover the infantry. The uſtrians did Wer- 


able them to ſuſtain the ſhock of tlie Auſtrian 


lire, which made terrible havock amongſt their 


ranks, it was impoſſible for them to do more than 
they did. The ardour of the canquerors being 
checked, they were neceſſitated to ſubmit to fate, 
and retreat; not from the enemy, who never 
dazed to follow them, whenever | they fell back; 
but from thoſe engines of deſtruction, whoſe 
musdering fury they had n nnen not 
numbers co pr. ae e int 


actually fly before his Majeſty's: victutidus troops, 
&; the beginning af che engagement: but the 
Pruſſians having neither horſe nor artillery to en- 


 Homever, dhe Prafiap hero did not — 
this reverle of fortune, he ſupported himſelf with fac, 


2 dignity: becoming a great King, who, notwith- 
Randing this ſevere trial of his fortitude, and the 
cloud, which appeared to overcaſt his glory, and 
to darken the way to future ſucceſs, was con- 
vinced of his error, acknowledged his fault, and 
did evety thing that one, in his ſituation, was 
able to do, to extticate himſelf out of the pre- 


ſent difficulty, and to continue the war with more | 


advantage: So that whatever ſmall blemiſh his 
military conduct might have ſuffered, his reputa- 


tion roſe higher and higher in the opinion of all | 


Judicigus men, by the candid and noble manner in 
which he acknowledged his miſtake ; by the firm- 
ata, 1 which he Tere his misforcune,” and by 

i | | thoſe 
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AD. thoſe, aftoniſhing ſtrokes of genius and heroiſm 
3757+ by which/he retrieved his loſs; 0 

His letter His Majeſty, in a letter to Earl Marſhal, ae 

ro Earl the beſt narrative and proof of this affair. He 

ſirſt does juſtice: to the enemyꝰs valour. The 
imperial grenadiers, ſays he, are an admirable 
corps: one hundred companies defended a riſing 
of ground, which my beſt infantry could not car. 

5 8 „ ry. Ferdinand, who commanded them, re- 

0 turned ſeven times to the charge; but to no 

. purpoſe. At firſt he maſtered a battery, but 

4 could not hold it. The enemy had the advan- 
etage of a numerous and well- ſerved artillery, 

It did honour to Lichtenſtein, who had the di- 
erection. He then extols the courage of his 
on men. Only the Pruſſian atmy can diſpute 

L it with him.“ But “my infantry were too few. 

« All my cavalry were preſent, and idle ſpecta- 
«tors, excepting a bold puſh by my houſhold 
troops and ſome dragoons.” He then points 
out the / cauſes of his defeat: Ferdinand at- 
<< tacked without powder ; the enemy, in return, 
«were not ſparing of theirs. ' They had the ad- 
e yantage of a riſing ground of intrenchments, 
« and of a prodigious artillery. © Several of my 
«, regiments were repulſed by their muſquetry.” 
Speaking of his brothers: Henry, ' ſays. he, 
« performed wonders. I tremble for my worthy 
* brothers: they are too brave.” He takes the 
blame bn himſelf, *< Fortune turned her back 
* on me this day. I ought to have expected it. 
She is a female, and I am no gallant. In fact, 
| 7 ** I ought 


2173 T1903 05 


rn LATE WAR 
1 1 ien ht ue aher 
Pony dear Lord; often occaſions a deſtructive 


confidence. Twenty-four battalions were not 
4 ſufflcient to diſlodge fixty thouſand men from 


= an advantageous poſt, Another time we hope 
« to do better. I have no reaſon to complain 
of the bravery of my troops, or the experience 

* of my officers. - I alone was in the fault: and 
J hope to repair it;“ was the generous decla- 
ration of his Pruſſian a one ym ge 
neral officers. mY ae Li 


is ſhattered army baving inde 8 6 en . exon 


dition an 


"ip 
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from the eneniy*s defiles and eminences; the next guccefs in 


and immediate care was to prevent the bad effects 


raiſing ths 
ſiege of 


of this day's work, ſhould the news thereof reach Prague: 


Prague before he could take proper meaſures to 
feeure his men, and all the matters employed in 


the reduction of that city. Therefore, though - 
he had been ſo greatly fatigued by the ſervice of 


the day, at the head of every attack, on horſe- 


back, he left his army at Nimberg; under the 


command of the Prince of Bevern, and with freſh 


horſes; and an eſcott of a dozen huzzars, he ſet 


but in perſon for his camp before Prague, and ar- 
rived there in the morning without Halting. He 
placed double ſentinels at all rhe avenues and ad- 
vanced pofts; to prevent intelligence arriving from 
Kolin ; and his orders for ſending off all his ar- 
tillety, ammunition and baggage, were executed 
wich ſuch expedition, that the terits wete ſtruck, 


vere informed of the * cauſe of their deli- 


Vor. IL » » yverance; 
16 


4 ” 


and the army on their march, before the garriſon 5 


— —— — ———— — — 
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4. D. verance. Prince Charles of Lorrain, who held 
x" MW the chief command alone, after the death of M. 
e by Brown, who died in Prague of his wounds re- 
= erl. ceived. on the Sch of May, made a fally. with a 
large body of Auſtrians ; but could do no further 
miſchief, than kill, about two hundred of the 
Pruſſian Pruſſians in the rear of M. Keith's diviſion z the 
der“ corps commanded by the Prince of Pruſſia, having 
routs. marched all night, by another rout, to join the 
Prinee of Bevern at N limberg, was not ſo rh 
expoſed to the enemy. 

NM. Keith made the beſt of his way 2 
2 and was left by the King at the head of 
25;000 men to guard the paſſes. His Majeſty 
and Prince Henry his brother, made the beſt af 
their way to Pirna, with another part of the army, 
Avftrians and encamped in that neighbourhood. The Prince 
= of Pruſſia retreated into- Luſatia, with his diviſion 
of the army: where he was ſoon after in danger 

ol being ſurrounded by the Auſtrians, who fol- 
— lowed him, laid the town of Zittau in aſhes by 
ed. a dreadful bombardment, and obliged the gar- 
riſon to ſurrender. This called for immediate re- 
8 of ſief. His Pruſſian Majeſty did not heſitate a mo- 
marches to ment to march from Pirna, with part of his army, 
9 and, leaving the remainder under M. Keith, to 
ther. . guard the paſſes of the mountains of Bohemia, he, 
by forced marches, .came ſuddenly upon the Au- 
ſtrians, obliged then, to retires and delivered his 


brother's army. 


— other © The action at Kalin was not Fan 5185 wortiß⸗ 


tions. cation, which his Pruſſian Majeſty met with this | 
ene 3 1 umme. 
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ſummer. His territories in Weſtphalia were over- A. P. 
run and laid under contribution, and ſeized. bỹß 


the French, for the uſe of the Empreſs Queen: 
and the army of obſervation, paid by Great Britain, 


and lately put in motion under his Royal Highneſs 


the Duke of Cumberland, was not in a condition 


to ſtop their progreſs, or to make a ſufficient di- 


verſion in his favour. - 


_ His Royal Highneſs the Duke of . The army | 


not only wanted ſtrength to act offenſively again 


ſt of obſerva- 
tion under 


the advancing enemy; but he found. himſelf ob- 2 Duke 


liged to conform to the Hanoverian council aſ- — | 


ſigned him, for his conduct in the command of 
the army of obſervation; whoſe favourite object 
was to keep clear of any operations and connec- 
tions, which might expoſe their Electorate to a 
criminal proceſs in the Imperial courts; and to act 


only on the defenſive, with expectation that the 


French would not dare to act in the hoſtile man- 
ner, as they did afterwards, againſt a German 
Electorate; or that, in caſe of ſuch an atrocious 
infringement of the Imperial compact, for the pre- 
ſervation of all parts of the Germanic body, the 
Emperor would be obliged to protect them from 
a foreign and unprovoked invader. 


F 


Such was the ſituation of his Royal Highneſs French ar- 


at Bielfeld t, when the plan of operations were 5 


under 
d'E- 


ſettled trees. 


t His army conſiſted of thirty-ſeven battalions and thirty- 
four ſquadrons ; viz. three Pruſſian regiments, that retired 
from Weſel, ſix battalions and fix ſquadrons, poſted at Bielfeld, 


mans command of Licutenant-General Baron de Sporcken.z 
** R 2 fix 


In great 


Want of 
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ſettled between him and the Hanoverian generals, 
The French army, conſiſted at that time of ſe- 
venty battalions , forty ſquadrons and fifty- two 
pieces of cannon ; beſides a body of cavalry left at 


proviſions, Ruremond for conveniency” of forage; of which 


$everal 
Kirmiſhes. 


Why dif- 
ene mg 

made h 

the Dube 
of Cum- 


Derland. 


the French were greatly in want, as well as of 
almoſt every neceſſary of life, which want daily 
increaſed by the meaſures taken by the Duke to 
retard and to diſcourage their advancing to the 
Weſer: for, the nearer they approached the ſeat of 
the army of obſervation, the greater they found the 
difficulty to get proviſions. - The country was not 
able to ſupply all their wants, and the little that 
eould be found was not to be carried away without 
oppoſition, and diſadvantageous ſkirmiſhes; for, 
the Hanoverians penetrated as far as the country 
of Paderborn, and carried off a convoy of wheat 
and oats, intended to be laid up in the EleQorate 
of Cologne for the uſe of the French army. | 
| Certainly no diſpoſitions could be made with 
greater propriety, to convey the moſt adyantage- 
ous ideas of the martial and political abilities of 
a commander in chief, than thoſe, which his 


| Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland laid 


fix battalions at Hervorden, under n te 


Block : fix battalions and four ſquadrons, between Hervorden 
and Minden, under Major-General Ledebour; ſeven batta- 
hons and ten ſquadrons, near Hamelen, under Lieutenant- 
General d'Oberg ; and five battalions and four ſquadrons, 
near Niemburg, under Major-General Hauſs. 


* A French battalion is from five to ſix hundred men. 


i A French ſquadron is from two hundred and fry to three 
hundred horſe, 


down 
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down, adyiſed, and maintained to the utmoſt of 4. P. 


his power; ſo far, we humbly preſume to ſay, as 
council, under which he was-obliged to act, would 
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1757. 
his ſtrength in the field, and his weight in the 


ebable and permit him 10 diſplay the military 


knowledge of his heroic genius. But, when he 
perceived that the French were under tlie deſpe- 


rate. neceſſity of fighting or ſtarving z/ that never- 
theleſs he could not draw them to an engagement, 


with the advantage; he had formed to himſelf, by 


placing his camp between Bielfeld and Hervor- His reaſon 


den; that the enemy, by a vaſt ſuperiority of; 


for retreat» 
ing from 


men, would be able to get between him and the Bielfeld. 


Weſer, and that they were making diſpoſitions 


even to ſurround; his ſmall army, on the ſide of 


Burghotte; his Royal Highneſs withdrew his poſts 
from Paderborn and Ritzberg, leaving nothing of 
fervice behind him; at length, broke up his camp 


at Bielfeld, and marched to a more advantageous = 


and ſafe ſituation; as it was impoſſible on that 
ground to withſtand the ſuperior force of the enemy; 


No troops could retire in better order: and The Retreats in 
corps poſted at Bielfeld, to cover the retreat, with good or- 


orders, upon the approach of the French, to b. 
ſerve their motions, and to regulate their own con 


der. 


duct accordingly, behaved with ſo good a counte- 


nance, that they n their own retreat good after 
1 eint reſiſtance *. Kore 2 opened a way 


"K Thy: bound r i this town, but the remains' of a 
magazine in flames; to which the Germans had ſet fire. But 
the French account of this retreat is very different, who ſay, 
ln R 3 Wed, That 


for 


262 TuT GENERAL HISTORY or 


A. D. for the French army to get plentiful ſupplies of 
#757" all neceſſaries, "Which" enabled them te A ones 
their fuceeſyss 277 bak ILY tf 


"LM *% The . allies: pda at Cofclot, 5 en- 

Vance. camped: there on the 14th and 15th,” The French 
in the mean time ſummoned the corps at Hervor- 
den, and made a feint, as if they would attack 
the town, but marched off, without making any 
farther attempt. By this time the whole Freneh 
army was collected, and obliged the allies to paſs 
the Weſer. Which was performed with very in- 
conſiderable loſs, and that only in the fear of 


the . as 1 retreated 1 their renal 
poſts.” q' k "7 4 180 
The Duͤke When e Hai there was no ſtand- 


retreats be- 


88 ing a againſt the ſuperior power of the enemy, and 
eſer. that his chief dependance was upon the defence of 
the Weſer; his Royal Highneſs made the beſt and 
_ _ er to ſecure the ra of that 


41 


ha on the 14th in the evening, Colonel Fiſcher, with his 
- ..._.,. -; corps and ſome grenadiers attacked Bielfeld, without much 
"x reſiſtance, at firſt, that the Pruſſians in the left wing of the 
| Duke's army threw in a reinforcement, which made a vigorous 
defence. That at break of day, this left wing, compoſed of 
Pruſſians, Heſſians, and Brunſwickians, was attacked, defeated, 
and driven from Bielfeld; on which the right wing, conſiſting 
of Hanoverians, took to flight. - That immediately after the 
action, the French pitched their tents on the ſpot from whence 
the allies had been driven. That they took ten pieces of can, 
non, beſides ſeveral baggage-waggons ; and loſt no officer of 
note. And that on the fide of the vanquiſhed party, there 
"were oral officers of rank among the ſlain, af nat che 
en Einhiedel and FAY 


* 


rivers 
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river, which he paſſed, unmoleſted in 2 2 as 
with all his ammunition, artillery; baggage"and 757 
troops, between Minden and Oldendorp; « camp 
being prepared for their reception, in a moſt ad- 
vantageous ſituarion, having the Weſer in front, 
and the right and left covered witk e eminenees and 

ort, rn 3d e nien ag, ee | 

In this camp, it is very clear that the Duke was remarks 
determined to diſpute the paſſage of the Weſer uten. 
with" the enemy. But ho was the world diſap- 
pointed of their expectations, when they were in 
formed by authority, that the beſt diſpoſition, 
that the beſt general in the univerſe could deviſe 
und make,” was mide to' ſerve no other purpoſe 
chan to lie upoti'their arms,” to witneſs the unin- 
rerrupred paſſage of an enemy, Who had as'much 
power to force them to retire in the country be- 
Fond the Weſer, as on the nether fide, when they 
kad norhing more than an army, that could not 
ſtand before them in the field, to encounter. Here 
the weight of Hanoverian councils appeared in the 
ballance againſt reaſon, and againſt the judgment 
and inclination of the commander in chief. For- 
bearance and non- reſiſtance were now the maxims 
of the Hanoverian chancery. Their own inno- 
cence, inoffenſtye conduct, and the Juſtice" and | 
right of protection, which an Electorate can de- | 
mand under the capitulations'6f the Golden Bull, 
were inſiſted upon, as arguments for the ſecurity 
of Hanover and its dependences againſt France, | 
in ence to the vigorous” meaſures, | 
oy his Royal Highneſs for defence, by way of arms, 

R 4 * againſt 


76. 
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A; P. againſt an invaders that bid defiance to all laws 


Vi human and diyine s and, what was more than they 


The 
Prench 


5 3 — diſmayed at Wee well-choſen camp, 


eſtabliſhed, and che Artillery and pontoons arrived 


were willing to underſtand, ated in concert with 


the Lord - paramount of the Empire, to deprive 
the, allies of Great Britain of the means to 0 


8 the deſigus of Pryufſjanovo il Los 1 


However this might be, the F rench. | were 0 


khat / hey ſeemed to be in the. ſecret of the cauſe 
ol the;;Hanoverian, ity x7 for, they adyanced 
10 the Weſer without. delay, and paſſed chat river 
on the oth and zo of July, OR 
Joſs of a ſingle man, ach ni le tan Nod 2d 

ttc Marſhal g. Etress being informed. that 38 
Zines of  proviſigns, were well furgiſhed, his ovens 


at the deſtined places, ordered Lieutenant- General 
Broglio; with ten battalions, twelve ſquadrons, 
And gen pieces of, cannon, to march, to Engheren; 
Leutenant · General M. de Chevert, with Gxteen 
battalions, three: brigades of carabineers, the royal 
kyaters,; and ſix hundred .huſſars, to march 
Hervorden : and Lieutenant Marquis d Armen. 
dieres, with twelve battalions and ten ſquadrons to 
March to, Ulrickhauſen. All theſe troops being 
Arrixed in their camp on the 4th, inſtant, halted 
the th. On the 6th twenty -two battalions and 
thiery:1wo 1quadrons,, under the command of the 
\Nuks, of Orleans, marched to Llrigkbauſen, from 
Fhence M. Armegtieres had ſet ot early in the 


Worning,, with the, corps under his command, 


— on the un by eleven 


i698 at 


\ 
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at night, to Blanckenhove, where he found the 
bridges were built, the cannon planted, and the 


A. D. 


1757+ 


entrenchments at the head of the bridges com- 


pleated, in the night between the 7th and 8th. 
The Marſhal having ſent away part of his bag- 
gage from Bielfeld on the '6rh, went in perſon, © 
on the 7th at eleven O clock, to Horn, and the 


gth to Brakel. On advice that M. d'Armentietes 


had thrown his bridges acroſs, without oppoſition, 
and was at work on his entrenchments, he went 
on the th to Blanckenhove, to ſee the bridges and 
entrenchments, / and afterwards advanced to exa- 
mine tlie Giſt poſition he intended for this army, 
and came don the right fide of the Weſer to the 
ibby of Corvey, where he forded the Weſer, 
with the Princes of the blood,” and their at- 
tendants ! The foth in the morning he got on 

horſeback by four o'clock, to ſee the Duke of 
Otleans's diviſion fle off, which arrived at Cors 


vey at ten'o*clock ; as alſo that of M. de Armen · 


* 


beres Hic arrived at eleven; and that of M. 
$6uvi8, Which arrived at noon- The Marſhal, 


having eramined the courſe of the Weſer, catiſed = 


the bridges of pontoons to be laid within gun- 


ſhot of che abbey, where the Viſtount de Tu- 
tenne paſſed the river in 1673, and where Broglio 
and Chevert's diviſion paſſed i ir the iath and 1 3th, 
M. de Chevert, and the Duke of Broglio being 
informed of what was to be done upon the Upper 
Weſer, made an . ypon Mindeny: ene 


Ned it. 
While 
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4, - Whilſt: theſe operations were cartied on, the 
| n. French, Marſhal detached the Marquis d Anvel, 
3 — Song with a ſtrong, party, to favour the deſigus of the 

_— Empreſs Queen, in Eaſt Etieſland, who made 
French. bimſelf maſter of Lien, and then Proceeded 
to ſurprize Embden, the only ſea port under the 

. dominion} of the King of Pruſſia, which: ſurren- 
dered by capitulation, without the : leaſt oppoſi- 

tion; the garriſon, which conſiſted of 400 men, 

having mutined againſt their officers; becauſe they 

did not think, themſelves a ſufficient fore for the 

defence of the town, The French publiſhed: or- 

dinances for the ſecurity of the religion and com · 

merce of, the city ; and for prohibiting the ex- 
portation of corn and forage out of that ptidci- 

palicy; and obliged the inbabitanta to take an oath 

of allegiance. to che French King] 
Whateyer were the real motives of the Hano - 

verian back wardneſs to attack the invaders of their 

country, they certainly paid dear for their inactivity, 

re credulity, ot timidity. The French proceeded im- 
mediately to raiſe beavy contributions in Hanover 
This ſeemed to convince thoſe paſſive or puſills 
* nimous advocates for nan; reſiſtance, that it was 
| time to embrace and follow more ſalutary advice, 
and no longer go imagine, that their Electoral do- 

minions were ſo ſecured, as to have nothing to 

fear from a powerful and perfidious neighbour. 


he French general, from his camp at Stadt-Oldendorf, 
ſent to the regency of Hanover a requifition, dated 21 July, 
demanding that deputies ſnould be ſent to his head cnn to 
treat about contributiggs, It 3 

1 
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It was reſolved to make a ſtand vba 41. 
within a few miles of Hammelen, where it was 1757. 


judged,” that the ground would deprise the enemy Hr. 


of that advantage, they ſo much depended upon, 
in regard to the ſuperiority of their numbers. 
The Duke detached 12; 00 men to ſeize the im- 
portant paſs of Stadt. Oldendorf; but the French 
bad got pöſſeſñon of it already, and à few days 
after drove the Hanoverian' parties from the vil 
lage of Lutford. Their camp was now trinsfer- 
red to the fine plain of Stadt Oldendorf. 
Theſe were only preludes to the main deſigu 
of the French; Which was to force the allies to 
battle. Accordingly, as oon as His Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Cumberland percerded the in- 
tention of the enemy was to attack him, he drew 
up his little army on the height” between the 
Weſer and the woods, with his right towards the 
river, his left cloſe to the woods; on the point 
of which he erected à battery of 12 pounders and 
haubitzers; ſupported by the hunters and” two 


beck. 
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battalions of grenadiers, poſted in the corner of fo 


the wood, upon the left of the bartery, under the 
command of Major General Schulenberg, with 
the village of Hoſtenbeck in his front. There 
vas a hollow way from the left of the village to 
the battery, and a continual moraſi on the other 
fide of Haſtenbeck to his right. In the evening 
of the 24th he called in all his out poſts, and 
kept the whole army on their arms all night; on 
the 2 5th in the morning the enemy advanced in 
* and made an appearance to attack che 


right 


<a AD, rights; the Jeft,. and center at once; but nothing 


% 


a 


plow 


* th 4 
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more was done than a ſevere cannonade, which gon · 
tinued all day, from a train much ſuperior to the 
Duke's /artillsry. The next night was alſo ſpent by 
the alles, upon their arms : the battery at the end 
of the wood was-repaired, - and Count Sculenberg 
reinforced with; a battalion of grenadiers and two 
pieces pficannon. He alſo ordered four more barta- 
lions of grenadiers, under Major General Harden- 
berg, to ſupport that batrery; cauſed another bat. 
tery to be erected of 12 and 6 pounderg, behind the 
village of Haſtenbeck, and provided in every re. 
ſpect to giye the enemy a warm reception: and 
himſelf; at day light, got on horſe back to recon- 
noitre the poſition of the enemy. At. five next 
morning the French rengwed., che cannonade; 
which nom was levelled, particularly againſt an 
Hanoverian battery, ſupported. by the Heſſian in- 
fantry and cavalry. The artillery was ſeryed on 
this attack with great fury and; ſkill, and the. place 
was defended with extraordinary reſolution ang in- 
credible bravery. Between ſeven, and eight the 
muſquetry began to play on the Hanbveriao Jeft 
and the cannonading continued without intermiſ - 

fion for ſix hours; when his Royal Highneſs or- 
dered Major General Behr, wich three battalions 
of Brunſwick, to ſuſtain the grenadiers in the 
woods, if neceſſary. The fire of the ſmall arms 
increaſing, His Royal Highneſs detached. three 
Fanoverian battalions and ſix ſquadrons round the 
wood by, Afferde, who towards the cloſe of the 
day ſurprized ſeveral ſquadrons of the enemy, that 


they 
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they had not time to charge, and drove them back 4. D: 


to their army. Yet how neceſſary and wiſe ſoever 
thoſe diſpoſitions were made with the grenadiers in 
the wood, thoſe troops, as ſoon as they perceived 
the enemy's troops endeavouring to penetrate 
that way, quitted their poſts, and Joined the left 
wing. By which miſconduct, the French got 
poſſeſſion of the Hanoverian battery 'on the left 
without oppoſition. It is true this afforded an 


wick, at the head of a battalion of Wolfenbuttle 
guards, and another of Hanoverians, to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf, by retaking the battery, with their 


bayonets fixed, from a much ſuperior force of the 


enemy. But the French having got poſſefſion 
not only of the woods, but of a height, that 
flanked both the lines of infantry, and the battery 
of the allies, and were able to ſupport their attack 


under the cover of a hill, his Royal ' Highneſs . 


conſidering the great ſuperiority of the enemy, 


both in numbers and artillery, and that it was im- 


poſſible to diſlodge them from theit poſt without 


expoſing his own troops to too great a hazard, 


ordered a retreat, and drew off mans, to Ha- 


melen in very good order. 


opportunity for the hereditary Prince of Brunſ- 
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This action may be ſaid to have continued bret Remarks 
days; and was diſputed with great vigour and bereon. 


ſkill on both ſides, and with ſuch doubtful ſuc- 


ceſs, that it is a doubt to this day, which of the 


armies had a right to claim the victory. As for 
the loſs, it was much leſs on the ſide of the allies. 
The you wounded and miſſing, did not exceed 


1454 
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A: D. 1454 . The French according to their own ac. 


2757+ count loſt 2000 and upwards, This is certain, 


the French, who marched into the woods of 
Lauenſtein, were ſeized with ſuch a panic, that 


upon the bare imagination of being attacked by 


the Hanoverians, they fired upon one another; 
ſo that had the grenadiers, &c. which His Royal 
Highneſs. had wiſely diſpoſed and ſtationed in theſe 
woods, kept their poſts, as they in duty ought to 
have done, they might have improved that con- 
ſternation, and by a well regulated attack upon 
that party of the enemy, their defeat might have 
been left undiſputed. But the fate of this day 
is but one example of many, that ſhews how the 
Hanoverian. miniſtry diſapproved of the meaſures 
taken by their ſovereign, for their defence. It is 
more than conjecture, that they would have been 
much better ſatisfied to put themſelves under the 


protection of France, than to join the moſt power- 


ful armies to defend their territories from-a French 
invaſion. 

In this temper continually, they had dy re- 
treating before the enemy, prevailed with the Duke 
to come to ſuch an iſſue, that nothing but fuperior 


judgment in the military art, could have delivered 
his army, on this occaſion, from falling a prey to 


the enemy. This was a deliverance, beyond all 
expectation : and could his Royal Highneſs have 


been at liberty to retire with his army to Magde- 
burg, the French would have felt their loſs in this 


= 327 killed, and 1127 wounded and miſling. 


{ 
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action very ſeverely; and ſoon have been obliged A. D. 
to quit the electorate of Hanover, or to maintain * 757» 
an army, that would have exhauſted. their finances, 
to cover an acquiſition, not able to pay the e- 
But the fear they now adopted for the archives, Reaſone 
and many valuable effects, that had been carried jor reweate 
to, and depoſited at Stade, a ſmall town near 9 
= of the Elbe, prevailed; with His Royal 
Highneſs to make all his diſpoſitions and marches 
after this battle, to cover Stade from a ſurprize by 
the enemy, in the manner we have ſeen them ſub- 
due Embden. Thus he left a garriſon at Hame- 
len and retreated to Nienburg, and then to Hoya: 
in whoſe neighbourhood he encamped the remains 
of his army, after ſending away all his magazines, sends of 
ſick and wounded, in order, as he was adviſed, * 
to cover Bremen and Verden, and to preſerve a and maga- 
communication with Stade. An excellent ſitua. *** 
tion for the purpoſe, had they, that inſiſted upon 
the meaſure, provided him alſo with an army ca- 
pable of diſputing the ground with an enemy, 
that was expected, and upon their march, to force 
the way. But could not be expected, in his cir- 
cumſtances, to have been leſs ruinous, than will 
be ſeen below. _ 
Upon the Duke's retreat from Meant it Hamelen 
ſoon ſubmitted to the French, by a capitulation, . 
which did no credit to the garriſon : for they took Frenebd. 
no care of the ſick and wounded; who thereby 
became priſoners of war. The French diſmantled | 
tbe walls, and carried off 60 braſs cannon, ſeveral 
mortars, 40 ovens, large quantities of proviſions 
and 


— 
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A. D. and ammunition, and pen of the equipage of the 
757 Duke's army. 
I. dE. Here the French halted for Gare ak Advice 
e. was arrived in the French army, that the Duke 
de Richelieu was appointed, and on his way to ſu- 
perſede M. d' Ettees, and to take upon him the 
command of the French army in Lower Saxony; 
to which poſt he had been raiſed by court intrigue, 
through the means of Madam Pompadour, the 
King of France's female favourite. M. d'Etrees 
had, immediately after the battle of Haſtenbeck, 
dietached 4000 men to take poſſeſſion of the elec- 
— Lorate of Hanover, and to lay it under contribu- 
tion. The ſame was done in the territories of the 
Duke of Wolfenbuttle, and in many places in 
the duchies of Bremen and Verden. But nothing 
ada more was done till Richeliey arrived; who, two 
ee e days after his arrival at Hamelen, detached the 
command. Duke de Chevreuſe, with 2000 men, 0 take poſ- 
Takes poſ-. ſeſſion of the city of Hanover; and dubbed him 
e governor of the firſt fruits ſince his promotion. 
A circumſtance appears in this expedition, which 
gives a ſhrewd ſuſpicion of too good an under- 
ſtanding between the regency of Hanover and their 
French in vaders: for, there was not the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance on the part of the city; and the garriſon 
N were permitted, after they had laid down their 
| Me arms, to vetire wherever they pleaſed. M. de 
5 W Contades, who was: ſent alſo with a detachment 
— to reduet the territories of Heſſe Caſtle, was met 
at Warburg by the Prinee of Heſſe's 22 
the horſe, more like a friend than an enemy, with 
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aſſurances. that the. French ſhould yoo furniſhed Ll 
with every thing the country could afford, and 7 


the magiſtrates of Caſſel preſented him, wi th. che ho 


keys of their city, l . a 1. = 
Having thus diſplayed a kin of — hog in Richelien 

Lower Saxony, and made all ſafe in the; rear, Riepe. > wa 

lieu bent his thoughts towards che allied army, amy. 
encamped at Hoya. His morions were watched. 

So that as ſoon as His Royal Highneſs the Duke 

of Cumberland was informed that Richelieu Had 

paſſed the Aller, with a large body of troops, ln 

the night of the 24th of Auguft, he decamped, 

and ordered his army to march. and ſecure the jen DS 
portant. paſs and poſt of Rothenburg ; ; which was * = 
done the next day ; and, he encamped again with ada 
his whole army behind the Wommer; a very ſtrong "age? 
and advantageous ſituation, | bet Ween Rochenbur urg the allied 
and Otterſburg. ea 

This motion of the allies left Bremen 100 ver. 1 Bremen, 

den to the mercy af the French, who immedittely — wh 
entered Verden ®, and derached 'a ſufficient” force by — 
to take poſſeſſion of Bremen, which opened her 
gates to them on the 2gth. Two principutiies, 

for whoſe fare the Hanoverian miniſtry did not 

ſeem to be under much concern, as not being an 

original part of their electoral gominions; but z 
purchaſe made by King George TY. 0 FR 

The French halted again, till they kad Teiz- 


d a the poſts round the Duke's ruf ned Wed 


= , On the 26th of Auguſt. 
For the ſum of 250,000 l. e 


„ ee putting 
17 
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A. D. putting him under the neceſſity of making another 
1757- march, to preyent his communication with Stade 
The dow being cut off; which the Hanoverian miniſtry in- 
to Stade, ſiſted ſhould be covered, at all events; His Royal 
et, gens . Highneſs retreated, firſt, to Selfingen, and from 
thence under the cannon of Stade : where His 
Royal Highneſs was made to believe, That he 
ſhould be able to maintain his ground, between 
the Aller and the Elbe, and be effectually ſup- 
ported by four Engliſh men of war, &c. which 
at that time lay at anchor off chat port, in cafe 
the French would venture to attack his army. 
Meaſures In this expectation His Royal Highneſs made 
defence. * diſpoſitions, and took his meaſures for defence; 
Adnd particularly he detached ſome troops with ar- 
3 to Buck - Schantz, and with orders to defend 
- Chat poſt to the laſt &xtremity., But theſe hopes 
Purſued aby ſoon vaniſned. The French followed him ſtep by 
ER: * ſtep, and having cooped the allies up in this cor- 
3 ner, which left no more room for the retreat of an 
army, that was not in a condition to advance; (or, 
pores under ſuch reſtraints, that the generaliſlimo 
it not in his power to riſk a battle; as all 
the world are ſatisfied the Duke would have done, 
both now and long before, who have the leaſt 
conception of 18 Highneſs's valour and 
| impetuoſity, animated by the examples of the 
Gain e Engliſh atchie vements at Creſſy and Agincourt) 
advantage they hemmed them in on every fide, and, notwith- 
ſituation. ſtanding the four men of war in the river, they 
got poſſeſſion of a fortat-the mouth of the Zwin- 


Sa, which cut off the Duke's communication 
with 


„565 
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with the Elbe. Under this preſſure of the moſt 45 D. 
hazardous circumſtances, not in a condition to 787. 


fight, not in a ſituation to retreat, nor covered, as it 


would have been of the utmoſt ſervice at the laſt 


extremity, by a reſpectable ſquadron of men of 


war; and urged by the Hanoverian miniſtry to Oblige 
accept of ſuch terms of capitulation, - as would — 


ſave their men, ſave their archives and valuable 


effects, and by a neutrality clear their country - 
from the misfortunes, that always afflict a feat 


of war, which, indeed, "ſeemed to be the whole 
bent of their conduct; he was forced to actept 


of a mediation offered by the King of Dentnark, 45 
for which his miniſter, the Count de Lynar, was 


already prepared, and to ſign the following con- 
vention; which it will be proper to give entire, 


on account of its conſequences, occaſioned by 


what the French call an infraction of the capitula- 


*4 
£ 


i H I'S. Majeſty the King of Denmark, touch- 
ed with the diſtreſſes of the countries of 
Bremen and Verden, to which he has always grant- 
ed his ſpecial protection, and being deſirous, by 
preventing thoſe countries from being any longer 
the theatre of war, to ſpare alſo the effuſion of 


blood in the armies, which are ready to diſpute the 


poſſeſſion thereof, hath employed his mediation 
by the miniſtry of the Count de Lynar. His 


Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, Ge- | 


neral of the army of the allies, on the one party, 
and his excellency the Duke de Richelieu, General 
| S 2 of 
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A. D. of the French forces in Germany, on the other; 
'757- in conſideration of the intervention of his Daniſh 
Majeſty, have reſpectively engaged their word of 
honour to the Count de Lynar, to abide by the 
, convention hereafter ſtipulated ; and he, the Count 
| de Lynar, correſpondently to the King his maſter's 
intentions, obliges himſelf to obtain the guaranty 
mentioned in the preſent convention: ſo that it 
ſhall, be ſent to him, with his full powers, which 
there was no time to make out in the circum- 
ſtances, which hurried his departure. 
nel Ar. I. Hoſtilities ſhall- ceaſe on both ſides 
1 within. 24 hours, or ſooner if poſſible. Orders for 
this purpoſe ſhall, be 2 AH to the dei 
tached bodies. 
II. The auxiliary troops of e of the 
Duke of Cumberland, namely, thoſe of - Heſſe, 
Brunſwick, Saxe - Gotha, and even thoſe of the 
Count de la Lippe Buckebourg, ſhall be ſent 
home: and as it is neceſſary to ſettle particularly 
their march to their ſeveral countries, a general 
officer of each reſpective nation ſhall be ſent from 
the army of the allies, with whom ſhall be ſettled 
the rout of thoſe troops, the diviſions 'they ſhall 
march in, their ſubſiſtence on their march, and 
che paſſports to be granted them by his excellency 
the Duke of Richelieu, to go home to their own 
countries, where they ſhall be placed and diftribu- 
ted as ſhall be agreed upon between the court of 
. France and their reſpective ſovereigns. 
III. His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Comber: 
land obliges himſelf to pul the Elbe with that 


3 2 8 part 
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part of his army, which he ſhall not be able 

to place in the city of Stade. That part of his 
forces, which ſhall enter in garriſon in the ſaid city, 
and which, it is ſuppoſed; may amount to between 
four and fix thouſand men, ſhall remain there un- 
der the guaranty of his Majeſty the King of Den- 
mark, without committing any act of hoſtility z 


1757. 


and, on the other hand, they ſhall not be expoſed = 


to any from the French troops. In conſequence 
thereof, commiſſaries named on each fide ſhalt 
agree upon the limits to be fixed round that place, 
for the conveniency of the garriſon; which limits 
ſhall not extend above half a league, or a league, 
from the place, according to the nature of the 
ground or circumſtances, which ſhall be fairly 
ſettled by the commiſſaries. The reſt of the 
Hanoverian army ſhall go to take quarters in the 
country beyond the Elbe; and to facilitate the 
march of thoſe troops, his excellency the Marſhal 
Duke de Richelieu ſhall concert with a general 
officer ſent from the Hanoverian army, the routs 


they ſhall take, obliging himſelf to give the ne- 


ceſſary paſſports and ſecurity for the free paſſage 
of them and their baggage to the places of their 


deſtination; His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 


Cumberland reſerving to himſelf the liberty of 
negociating between the two courts for an exten- 
ſion of thoſe quarters. As to the French troops, 
they ſhall remain in the reſt of the dutchies of 


Bremen and Verden, till the , treaty f 


the two ſovereigns. 
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Cumberland, and his Excellency the Marſhal 


TRI GENERAL HISTORY or 
IV. As the aforeſaid articles are to be executed 
as ſoon as poſſible, the Hanoverian army, and the 
the corps, which are detached from it, particularly 
that which is at Buck - Schantz, and the neighbour- 
hood, ſhall retire under Stade in the ſpace of 48 
hours. The French army ſhall nor paſs the river 
Oſt, in the dutchy of Bremen, till the limits be 
regulated. It ſhall, befides, keep all the poſts 
and countries, of which it is in poſſeſſion ; and, 
not to retard the regulation of the limits to be ſet- 
tled between the armies, commiſſaries ſhall be 
nominated, and ſent on the 10th. inſtant. to Bre- 
merworden, by his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 


Duke de Richelieu, to regulate, as well the limits 
to be aſligned to the French army; as thoſe that 


are to be obſerved. by the garriſon at Stade, ac- 


cording to article III. | 
V. All the aforeſaid articles ſhall be faithfully 


executed according to their form and tenor, and 


under the faith of his Majeſty the King of Den- 
mark's guaranty, which the Count de Lynar, his 


Miniſter, engages to procure. 


Done at the camp at Cloſter-Seven, Septem- 
ber 8, 1737. a N 
5 Signed WII It Au. 


SEPARATE ARTICLES, * 

Upon the repreſentations made _ the dan 
de Lynar, with a view to explain ſome diſpoſitions 
made by the preſent convention, the following 
articles have been added : 


I. It 
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I. It is the intention of his 3 
Marſbal Duke de Richelieu, that the allied troops 
of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of. Cumberland 
ſhall be ſent back to their reſpective countries ac- 
cording to the form mentioned in the ſecond ar- 


ticle; and that as to their ſeparation and diſtribu- 


tion in the country, it ſhall be regulated between 


the two courts ; thoſe troops not being conſidered 


as priſoners of war. 

II. It having been repreſented, "that the county 
of Lauenbourg cannot accomodate more than 
15 battalions and fix ſquadrons, and that the city 
of Stade cannot abſolutely, contain the 6000. men 
allotted to it, his Excellency. the Marſhal Duke 
de Richelieu, being preſſed by M. de Lynar, who 
ſupported this repreſentation by the guaranty of 
his Daniſh Majeſty, gives his conſent; and his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland engages, 
to cauſe 15 battalions and ſix ſquadrons to paſs 
the Elbe; and the whole body of hunters, and 
the remaining 10 battalions and 28 ſquadrons 
ſhall be placed in the town of Stade, and the 
places neareſt to it, that are within the line, which 
ſhall be marked by poſts from the mouth of 


the Luhe, in the Elbe, to the mouth of the El- 


merbeck, in the river Oſte; provided always, that 
the ſaid 10 battalions and 28 ſquadrons ſhall be 
| quartered there, as they are at the time of ſigning 


this convention, and ſhall not be recruited under 


any pretext, or augmented in any caſe; and this 
clauſe is particularly guarantied by the Count 4 
ne in the name of his Danifh, Majeſty... 
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II. Upon the repreſentation of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, that both 
the army and the detached corps cannot retire un. 
der Stade in 48 hours, agrecable to the conven- 


8 tion, his Excellency the Marſhal Duke de Riche- 


The bad 
effects of 
this capitu- 
lation. 


lied hath ſignified, that he will grant them proper 
time, provided the corps encamped at Buck- 
Schantz, as well as the army encamped ar Bremer- 
worden, begin their march to' retire in 24 hours 
aftef figning the convention.” The time neceſſary 
for other arrangements, and the execution of the 
articles concerning the reſpective limits, ſhall be 
ſettled between Lieutenant General Sporcken and 
the Marquis de Villemur, firſt LI Wenn 
of the King s army. 
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81 Amedhte- injury brought upon the allies 
of Great Britain by this election fot whoſe 
common benefit ind” ſervice, it had been under- 
ſtoocd both by the parliament and people, at the 
time the ſupplies for an army of obſervation were 
© fo'readily granted, this army was embodied and 
put in motion; was the deprivation of that aid, 
which the Ning of Pruſſia wanted, and had a right 
to expect, from the diverſion, the army of obſer- 
vation might have continued to make, in the 
field? £5 a8 to divide the forces of the grand al- 
Tatite againſt him and the proteſtant intereſt : 

and the full liberty, in which the French were 
thereby left, do diſpoſe of cheir army to aſſiſt the 
Empreſs een in _ * the King of Pruſſia. 
* * ! * Had 
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Had the army of obſervation, if it was bund in- A 


adequate to the oppoſition it met with in the fielod, 
retired to che Pruſſian garriſon at Magdeburg — age 


which could have been done in leſs time, and more ent. 


ſecurity; and encamped under the guns of that for- 


treſs, as his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumber- 


land was deſirous to do, the King of Pruſſia would 


have been protected by the addition of 38,000 


troops; the army of obſervation would have grown 


more formidable to the enemy, on account of its 


ſituation and connections, and Hanover could 


have had no more to fear from the French invader, 
than what was the neceſſary and unavoidable con- 


ſequence of ſuch a retreat, which ended in the 


ſhameful ſurrender of their arms, and a 1 re- 
ſtraint of their ſoldiers. 


The French delivered by this convention an all How ad- 


hoſtilities in this quarter, found themſelves in a con- 


dition to keep a ſufficient force in the vicinity of French. 


Magdeburg, to over-awe the garriſon,” with which 
the M. Duke de Richelieu remained, keeping his 


head quarters at Brunſwick ; and to ſend a large re- 
inforcement, under the Lieutenant General Berchi- 
ni. He alſo ordered the gens d'arms and the other 
troops, that. were in the Landgravate of Heſſe 
Caſſel, to file off to the army under the Prince 
of Soubize; which united force, joined with the 


Imperial army of execution, was intended to 


drive the Pruſſians out of Saxony, and to carry 


the flames of war into Sileſia and the other domi- 


Which was no more than a litle above 100 miles from 


Hallenbeck; ; whereas it is above 150 miles to Stade, 
nions 
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A. D. nions of Pruſſia. M. Duke de Richelieu then 
757 commanded 6 battalions of foot, and the greateſt 

Richeliev part of the cavalry to attack the Pruſſian territories, 

1 into which he, in perſon, alſo entered ſoon after, with 

110 batralions and 130 ſquadrons and 100 pieces 

of cannon near Wolfenbuttle, in three columns; 
which penetrated into Halberſtadt and Branden- 

burg, plundering the towns, exacting contributions, 

and committing ſuch exceſſes, that would have diſ- 

| . gracedthe military diſcipline of a Heathen army. 

The dif- | | Here we ſhall leave Germany and the King of 

Pag., Pruſſia expoſed,” and actually invaded, and his 

ſituation more dangerous than ever: not only the 
French were let looſe upon him, and were ravag- 

ing his unguarded provinces, and pouring all their 

force towards Saxony; but the Ruſſians reſumed 

their march under Marthal Apraxin and General 
Fermor, into Ducal Pruſſia: The Swedes declared 

againſt this King, who at preſent ſeemed to be 
unavoidably cruſhed; and were ready to enter into 

Pruſſian Pomerania with 22,000 men. The army 

of execution, joined by the French under the Prince 

de Soubiſe, undertook the recovery of Saxony: 
and the Auſtrians were at liberty to act, with all 
their force, in conjunction with their allies, where 
it ſhould appear moſt to their advantage. . 
Nothing could be more affecting than this ſtate 

How to be Of our German allies. There was no human help 

relieved. for them, but in Great Britain. The only queſ- 

tion was, whether it was the duty, upon the faith 
of treaties; or the intereſt of Great Britain, either 
in regard to her own ſecurity, or to her commerce, 

- | | to 


A % 
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to aſſiſt them in this diſtreſs ;, and to prevent their A. D. 
deſtruction by a confederacy, in which our natura! 
enemy was a principal, and the moſt powerful party? 
and how far our aid ought ta extend in thoſe circum» 
ſtances? We ſhall ſee how this was underſtood by 
the court and people of Great Britain, much bet- 
ter by their future meaſures, than by any reaſon- 


ings or ſpeculations. A national approbation, 
confirmed by the unanimous voice of the people, 


muſt carry great weight on ſuch a ſubject. 

At the entrance of Mr. Pir r, a ſecond time, Why Mr. 
into the adminiſtration, the affairs in Germany —— — 
bore a very different, nay a reverſe aſpect. The —— 
King of Pruſſia had beaten. down all oppoſition, war. 

and ſeemed to be in a fair way to force the Em- 
preſs Queen to equitable terms of peace, and to- 
eſtabliſh the tranquillity of that continent, For, 

by breaking the Auſtrian link of the confederacy, 

it was natural to ſuppoſe that the other powers, in 

that league, would withdraw their forces, and re- 
linquiſh their pretenſions z and that the-protec- 

tion of the Germanic liberties, in any branch of 

the Roman Empire, would have become the inte- 

reſt and care of the whole body. The Swedes had 

not begun to ſtir. The Ruſſians were at a ſtand. / / 
The army of the Empire was aſſembled with 
much diſlike, ſo as to render its ſervice very 
doubtful : And the French, whoſe operations and 
meaſures. more nearly attracted the attention of 
the Britiſh nation, did not ſeem to be purſuing any 
object, adequate to their prodigious armies, beyond 
the Rhine; and therefore to be looked upon as a 

| $- 3 


+, Propoſes 
an attack 
of the coaſt 


A Fracce. alartmingand landing on the coaſt of France, might 
ſerve both Germany and Great Britain, This was 


Tur GENERAL HISTORY or 
; Wit to draw the Britiff-councils i into meaſures! in. 
" Jurious ede Arnerieys war. 5 
The Britiſh court and parliament bad Gr at 
that was thought neceſſary and incumbent 


them, for- bir allies, ' under theſe: circumſtances, 
The King of Pruſſia aſked for relief in money. 


It was granted. Hanover required actual defence; 
An army of 40, ooo veteran troops was hired for 


that ſervice, and the King of Great Britain's only 
ſurviving ſon was ſent to command it. Which 


in tte condition the King of Pruſſia was at that 
juncture, and, with a conduct regulated by the 
common intereſt of the- allies, was' ſufficient tq 


cover Hanover, and to defeat any enterprize un- 
dertaken by the French, to the prejudice of Great 
Britain, or of any of her allies. Beſides, there 
was a more natural meaſure to divert them from _} 
an attempt upon Hanoves by — e 
employ went at home. . I 
No wonder then; that Mr: Pixx did not at firſt 
acquieſce to the meaſures for a German war; when 
neither the faith of treaties, nor any immediate 
danger to the intereſt of our nation, required further 


aſſiſtance on the continent. However, he refolvet > 


upon an expedition by ſea, which, by inſulting} 


2 ſcheme planned with the moſt promiſing hopes 


of ſucceſs to both Great Britain and Her allies.” I 


was the beſt method to annihilate the ſtrength of 

France, by annofing Her coaſts” and deſtroying : 
ker niatitime'ſtores, while her Mong engaged 
*. 2 Jie | 7 in , 
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3 be of the Germans, "a4 vt was 
© marching ber great "armies to ſacreaſt thoſe dif 
© tatbanees; © And it wis the moſt effkual way to 


aye Germany from the power of French Armies, - 


| 


The withfter what 


nd. For, 
to Alledge againſt the 


weugh they bad nothing 


f N bowarely,! weak and' immetHodicar war, unbecom- | 
is a btave people. And oe of t ſe carried 


* 
oo 


a 


\ 


j "was fitted opt-againſt-Rocheforrz7Which 


8 
U o 
_ 
* 
o 


* 


« Aug, if taken, 'or PE SN 


1 their diſlike fo; far, withour” doors, 48 to decline 
Phe commands offered to them? In choſe expedi- _ 


| | tions 5 which way, thougbt to be the ſecret cauſe - 
why. or, naval armatfients-: 
7328 e 
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| {preſented to be in a very Aefenseleſs. condition; 
tarts, would 


en ning blow ro : r of France; 
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A. D. was a ſufficient object of an expedition. And its 
757. defenceleſs ſtate was fo well atteſted, that, it would 
have been deemed an overſight — 
neglect or to diſregard the information. 


Why pro The origioal deſign aroſe from the been 
of one Captain Clerk, a worthy, intelligent and 


Ixilful land- officer, who, in a letter to Sir John 
Ligonier, and by bim tranſmitted to Mr. Secre- 


tary P1TT;z which was penned by Captain Clerk, 


by order, and, in purſuance of 1 


meetings and conferences on that ſuhject, laid 


down the particulars, that were ſuppoſed vnn. 
an attack or eee Rochefort. 


«SIR, 


hog bry ng From Gibraltar, i 1754, The 
Sa Tae A along part of the weſtern coaſt of France, 
its condi- 46 to ſee the condition of ſome of their fortifica- 


tion, 


tions of their places of importance, on purpoſe 


to judge, if an attempt could be made with a 
probability of ſucceſs, in caſe of a rupture, and 
* of the French drawing away their troops to 
« Flanders, Italy and Germany, in the fame man- 
ger they did in the laſt war. 
« had heard, that Rochefort, though a place 
of the utmoſt importance, had been very much 
e neglected, I went there, and waited upon the 
e governor in my regimentals, told him, that I 
« was upon my way to England from Gibraltar; 
and, that I came on purpoſe to ſee the place, 


4 Dated the 15th of July 1757. 
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« the dock and the men of war. He was very A. D. 


« polite z I was ſhewed every thing; went aboard 
« ten ſhips of the line new built; and, an en- 
gineer attended me in going round the place. 
was ſurpriſed to find, that though there 
«was a good rampart with a revetement, the 
« preateſt part of it was not flanked but with re- 
dans; that there was no outworks ; no covert- 


« way, and in many places no ditch; ſo that the + 


« bottom of the wall was ſeen at à diſtance: 
« That in other places where the earth had been 
taken out to form the ramparts there was left 
« about them a good height of ground, which 
« was a diſadvantage to the place : That for above 
the length of a front there was no rampart, or 
* even intrenchment ; but as the ground was low 
and marſhy at that place, being next the river, 
< there were ſome ſmall ditches, which were dry, 
however, at low water; yet the Voker remain- 
* ed muddy and ſlimy. 

Towards the river there was no rampart, no 
* parapet, no batteries on either ſide, Towards 
the land- ſide there was ſome high ground very 


* nigh the place, perhaps at the e of 12 


i 150 or 200 yards. 


The engineer told me, har the place had 


_ © remained in that condition for above 70 or 9 
WIR” 

got no plan of the place, and put With 
« down in writing; for I found that the whole 
town had been talking of me, and thought it 
very 


1757. 
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A. D. ©. very extraordinary that 1 ſhould be allowed to 


go about and fee every thing. 

e burnt even ſome ſketches and 8 
on had by me, upon other places, that they might 
* have no hold of me, in caſe they ſearched. my 
„ baggage, and therefore could only expoſe 
« themſelves; as I had done nothing, but what 
% was open, above board, and with permiſſion. 
However, as to utility, I was as much ſa- 
« tisfied, as if I had got a plan: in regard of the 
„ profile indeed, 1 have thought ſince, that it 
« would not have been amiſs if I had known for 
certain the exact height of the rampart. 1 
« think that it could not well exceed twenty-five. 


feet. In Martiniere's Geographical Dictionary, 


« it is called only twenty feet high ; s the 

<«< parapet is not included. 

I told your excellency, chat 1 had never ſeen 
« « any plan of the place: but as there had been 
« no alteration in the works for ſo many years, I 

<« made no queſtion, but that ſome old plan of it 
« « might be found, which would correſpond ex- 
« actly with what I ſaid. In the Forces de L'Eu- 
„ rope, which I have, there is no plan of Roche- 
« fort ; but I found one in the Duke of Argyle's 
« edition, which 1 borrowed, and ſhewed to your 
« excellency. It agrees exactly with what I ſaid, 
« and with the ſketch I drew of it before you, 


from my memory, except that a regular ditch 


« is repreſented every where, which is not the 


ce. 


6 The 


er LAT R WAR. 
The riyer may be about 130 yards broad. 


The entrance is defended hy two or three ai 
 redoubts, which, I did not ſee, nor. could 1 
* venture eren 10 go down, and, cxamipe.the 


« coaſt. ei 3ni ano Ado ne * Holen . 
What 1 mentioned to your yexcellaney.. of 
4 « the method of inſulting the place, conſidering 
« it upon the footing, of an immediate aſſault, 1 
* * haye not, put down; for, though it may be 
© reaſoned, upon in a general view, yet many things 
N « cap only. be fixed: and determined on, the ſpot... 1 


Rochefort, hut the marines... There, might be 


about a thouſand at that time. Ad wech 
« By the expedition to Port L:Orient,in.2 246, 


it appeared: to me, that, the country people in . 
* arms are very little bettet than our own z, ane 


that an: officer who poſſeſſes himſelf,. might 


* mareb-fairly.from,one,nd, ofa province to an- 


 * other, with only five companies of grenadiers, 
here thers are, no regular troqps. They, i ma- 
« gine at hrſt, that they can fight, and, their in- 
tentions are good till it comes to the point. 
chen every body gives way almoſt betore the 
firing of a platon 

py ** In writing this I haye obeyed; with, pleaſure, 


* as I have nu _ a_ Je" 1 : 


* 
— 9H 1 e Vin; lic t ted 


hier Md er v ys 10 103 
8 * Lam, Sc. 
| | R. Curnk.” 
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4. D. The verbal aceount of this prchett being thus 
_— 'reacddinro form, it was laid, by Nr. Prrr, be 
fore the fore the lords of the cabinet; and the matter 
council, theretf after wars mude the ſubject of two niglits 
converſation ; Sir John Mordaunt and Major. Ge- 

eri Conway ekatnining, and attnbſt croſe-exa- 
miting Mr. Clerk, concerning every matter con- 
tained herein, and a great deal more that che let 
ter led to, particularly about Kying a Thip to 
Fort Fobras; about the proper artillery, that 
would be neceſfary to attack Rochefort in form; 
antlabout che future deftination of the laid arma. 
ment againſt Port LOrient, Bburdeaux, &c. in 
caſe either of ſuccefs at Rochefort or Aix, or of 

| "ths fnſprafticability'sf*its firſt objeRt. $04. e 
The The plan In cheſe conferences or cotifultations" they 'not 

examined: "Gly: ent waſſedt Mr. Clerk's" intelligence, and er- 
amined lm cloſely, as an enginter, thut had 

Pilot ex. been üpon the ſpbt, Bet they examined Joſeph 
anined. Tierry, © French pilot; touching the practicabi- 
"Fry of an attempt upon Rochefort, *Fouras, and 

the ite of Ait; who; in the preſence of Lord 
Anſun, Sir Edward Hawke, Lieutenant Generil 

Sir JelinMordaunt, Major-General Conway, Lord 
Holderneſs, Mr. Secretary Pitt, General Ligo- 

nier, Admiral Knowles, and Captain Clerk, de- 

— That he was à French proteſtant, and had 

been a pilot twenty years, and upward; on the 

coaſt of France, and 1 8 as firſt a 


See Major- General tres the trial of Sir 
John Mocdaunt. 
! _ - board 
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9 
n French King's ſhips + that he — 5 


had been twenty-two months on Many the Mag- 
nagime; and had brought that very ſhip ſeveral 
tinies into che road of theſe d Aix: that he was 
well acquainted how to go in and out of the 


ſaid road: that the channel between the iflands of 


Rhe and Oleron is three leagues broad, and that 
he bad turned it in and ont in the Magnanime: that 
the foals, which are to be avoided, are near the 
land; and that the breakers' could be ſeen at a 
conſiderable diſtance. Hie further ſaid, that the 
thoal, called the Boiard, is not very dangerous; 
decauſe the breakers ſhew its ſituation: tllat the 
entrance into the road of Alx is not ſo difficult, as 
to require à pilot to bring in great ſhips; and that 
there is good anchorage, both within the road an — 
out at ſea, in twelve = n Father wat 


quite to Bayonne.- AF £5 £3 43 ay 
Being interrogated und csc Ml 


rence; that there was a kind of village, confiſtib 
of about forty houſes or huts, with a battery of 
twenty-four © or twenty-ſix guns, twenty-four 
pounders, but no fortification on the iſland : That 
the largeſt ſhips might come very near it; and 
that the Magnanime alone might deſtroy the ſaid 
our ge in a very ſhort time.“ 

Being examined in regard to the appichcdes 
that might be made with our ſhips and men againſt 
Rochefort, he anſwered, © That though the river is 
ery narrow; the largeſt ſhips could go up as far 

4. SM 28 


Ile of Aix, Tierry declared; < That the Iſſe f 
Aix meaſures about fix Engliſh miles in circumfe- = 
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A. D. as Vergerot, two, Engliſh, miles from the mouth 
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-4757* of, the. river: that men might be landed to the 


that on both lides,, in that place, which ends at 


north of a battery called de Fouras, out of fight 


of the fort, on a, Meadow where the ground is 
firm and level, and within random ſhot of the ſhip 
guns: that from the landing place: to Rochefort, 
is fave. Engliſh: miles; che road dry, and. not tra- 
verſed ot impeded by ditches. or moraſs : and that 
the city is almoſt ſurrounded with a rampart z bot 


the river, there ia na wall, for the length of ſixty 
paces ; the incloſure being only a bar or paliſade, 
andl. the ground, to come up to the Pele. not 
interſected by any, foſſe. „ adi onus 


# .< 


This pilot added many more-particulars ; * 


2 a long and cloſe examination for two 


together; throughout which he eſtabliſhed 
the facts with a readineſs and preſence of ſs 


that few men in higher life are equal to 


The aQtual, Their; next conſideration was to examine evi- 


| force of 
France. 


dences, concerning the internal ſtrength, or the 
Jand force then actually in France, and where ſta- 
tioned. For this purpoſe, there was produced a 
memorial of the actual force of France by land, 
and the ſervices, on which it was employed, in 
the year 1757. Mr. Pirr informed the generals 


inted for this expedition to the coaſt of France, 
and ho met at Lord Holderneſſe's houſe, that the 


memorial to be conſidered did come through Lord 
Holderneſſe $ department, and had been, 1ntro- 
9 a See Sir Joby Mordaunt's cial page hoy ou 

12 5 duced 


W VBA «HT - 
duced by his lordſhip at a meeting, — 


D. 


John Mordaunt and Major- General Conway were 1757 


t: that ĩt was a paper on which much re- 
liance was had by the King's ſervants, as coming 
from one of their moſt eres eee bee 
ents, to which they gave much credit. 

The memorial ſets forth, „ That the French 
army, at the beginning of the preſent troubles, 
«conſiſted only of 157,347/ men, not including 


the militia and the invalids: and that it wu | 


—̃ä — 2 En, 


1 
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« Artillery, — 4. r 
* Foreign foot — 285,889 
« King's houſhold horſe. o,, 
« French horſe — 14,320? 
« Foreign, horſe— 960 

M « Dragoons | 855 77680 e. 
6 Huſſars 5 +5367 0 3800 0 
* Light dere re 2,138 


e 11 50 
Go 9 
- * That in the month of Avguſt 17835, an avg- 
mentation was made of four companies of forty- 
fiye men euch; in every battalion of the King's 
* regiment; and of four companies of forty men 
each, in every common battalion of French 
bog which made in all 29, 620 men: and 
* that about the ſame time there was an augmen- 
tation made in the dragoons, which Wade: up 
| | 1 «© every 


7 > 


French foot — 98,330 ny a 
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A. D. every regiment ſour ſquadrons of 640 men, 
1757+ making in all 2360 men. That in the month 


«of December, of the fame year 1755, there 


as alfa an augmentation made of ten men to 


© every: company oi hotſe, in all 5560 men; 


_ «<. without reckoning the royal volunteers and 


« Fiſcher's tro, which were alſo augmented, 
<« according to the beſt advices, with about 680 


wen, or theteabout, the number not being ex. 


1 actly known. So that theſe ſeveral augmenta- 
<«< tions amounted to 38,420 men, and conſe. 
« quently, that the French army did then amount 
* to 296,000 men, without reckoning the militia 
ec and the invalids. They alſo had taifed two new 
< regiments in the county of Liege; but notwith- 
6 ſtanding that, their” regular trqops were under 
200, o men. 


Of which the iſlands of Minorca 00 Cor- 


© ſica, with the colonies in America, take up 
257000 men, at leaſt: three or four thouſand 
«© men were embarked this * for different 
<« ſervices in the two Indies, M. d'Etrees army, 
« if the regiments were complete, would amount 
to 92,000 men; and M. Duke de Richelieu's 
© to 32, 665 5 and ſix or 7000 men muſt be allow- 
« ed for garriſons. at Toulon, Marſeilles, Cotte, 
< Antibes, Ke. for 1 erer of that part of 


. * the coaſt, 


That e Ge Fe wei thes muſt 
* be . 160, 00 regular troops employed, and no 
* more. than about 40,000 men remain for all 
* the garriſons fro Sedan. to the frontiers f 
« Swi 


7 
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« Swiſſerland ; and alſo for thoſe of Rouſillon and A. D. 
« Guiame, wichoue ſpraking of Flanders and the al 
« c ft. 
Then id about- CAS pcs PN 
« Valery to Pergue, and there is all the reaſon to 
«helieve that there can be no more than 10,000 
« men ſtationed from Sti Valery to Bourdeaux.“ | 
The object being fixt, after a due enquiry into rr 
the ſituation and ſtrength of the place, and of the (hi, enge. 
internal weakneſs of the coaſt; the next ſtep was dition. 
for the miniſter to provide a ſtrength equal to the 
ſervice, and to expedite the ee thereof N 
the greateſt ſecreſy and diſpatch. : 
The following ſhips and commanders were im- In hips. 
pb appointed for this by ng 


| 1ſt 100 870 Royal George Matt Buckle 
2d 90 780 Ramillies James Hobbs 
| 779 Neptune James Galbraith 
730 Namur Peter Dennis 
84 570 Royal Will“. Witt. Taylor 
38o0 700 Barfſeur Samuel Graves 
3d 80 666 Pris. Amelia. Stephen Colby 
+... . 74.799 Magnanime Hon. R. Howe 


74 700 Torbay - Hon. A. Keppel 

600 Dublin - Geo. B. Rodney 

70 370 Burford' © James Young 

64 500 Alcide © James Douglas 

- 60.420 America”, Hon, J“. Byron 
420 Achilles. H. L. Barrington \ 


420 Medway Hon. Ch. Proby 
420 Dunkirk Robert Digby 
| T 4 zth 
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ae. Guns.) „e, e,, eee, 


Sh 32 220 Southampton J. Gilchriſt 
6th 28 200 Coventry Carr. Scrope-.. 


Frigate: 18 120 Cormorant Beni · Clive 


1} 


04 into: or {4 JROs Poſtillion William Cooper 


: 
wa * 


Karo": 16. 80 Pelicag james O'Hara 
14 80 Eſcort Charles Ingliſs 


b 8 60 Firedrake Owen Edwards 


o Infernal Jas. M' Kenzie 
Fireſnip "96 Pluto John Lindſey 
„4 Proſerpine | Francis Banks 
"wn #0; 45 Canterbury Tha. Lampriere 


/ 


1 The Southampton having taken a frigate in the way to 
Baſque road, was ordered to carry her prize into port, and 
by that means was prevented in the further executing of the 


orders of this expedition. The account of this engagement 
does hongur to the Britiſh naval hiſtory, as here deſcribed by 


an eye witneſs.\ This French frigate of 26 guns and 200 


picked men, being a prime failor, was ſent out to watch the 
motion of our fleet; but falling in the calm, and not havin 

equal number of datz to tow ber, the Southampton came up 
with her; who at firſt made à feint of ſheering pff: Captain 
Gilebriſt was at breakfaſt, and cooly ordered his men to break- 


faſt allo, gpakin off, gave him time to prepare, and the 


Frenchman crowding all” his ſail, eagerly purſued ; when the 


Southampton Jayinz too, to receive him, never was there a 


more teſpluie engagement for twenty minutes: the officers of 
the French were all kitled, two of them by the ſame ſhot of 
a blunderbuſs, by Captain Gilchriſt's own hand; the men 


fought each other with handſpokes; and when the French 
had ſtruck, What remained were ſo able ſeamen, that they 


derided the mean appearance of outs, though their conquerors. 
The Southawptod received ſo much damage in this action, 
that: the yas obliged to returg.to/Evgland to repair. 

t 45 TRY 


: 
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Rates.. Ouns. Men. Ships.  -— - ——-Commanders./// A. D. 
45 Medway Charles Lucas 2757. 
Hot: fp 0 di hetis John W 
Ro ere a Hunter cutter* 

1 wy wage 
| This moſt reſpectable fleet was gp Wok to Admirals. 
the care of Admiral Knowles of the red diviſon, 
Admiral Hawke of the blue divifion, and Admi- 
ral Broderick of the White diviſion: in'which 
commiſſion Admiral Hawke bore the chief com- 
mand at ſea; | OT Pinne 

The land forces were alſo appolnred)ignd or- Land 
dered to render vous on the 1 of e and Fe 
conſiſted of / e 


Ten battalions of 700 each complete 7900 men | 
Two battalions, of marines, viz. Ef- 0 
fingham's and Stewart's, 700 each 1409, GENT 
| One troop of "Po horſe Fay ors: . 

| . vhs 


» * „ * 
* 5 94 £ — — 
4 8 1 . + & as & © - FT \ ” 84 


* 1 


This army was dene by the blog, Artillery. 
of artillery: | | > * | 

e heavy Tee - Proportion'/- 
Braſs mounted on 000 


carriages, compleated with & 24 pounders — — 6 
Limbers, &c. 


Ordnance light 


9 - th 
. 43 +4 # 


my | 4 - * ” wn 
* \ 
\ 4 


Braſs mounted on travelling} 10 NY ls tet 
carriages, ., with Lunbers, (6 pounders— 10 
ammunition boxes and. 3 — wm 


elevating ſcrews. 


11 here was alſo the Jaſon, a 40 gun ſhip, employed as 1 
tranſport for the Buffs. And the Cheſterfield man of war to 
repeat ſignals, 


4 Howitzers 
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1757» 2881. 11 . , 4 : NES 2 


Mortare um their beds 4 8 — 2 

4 3 cohorns — 20 

Gunpow- a B. The artillery carried 100 ton of gun- 

der. poder, and each rep carriect 1, xoolb. 

Horſes, _ | | dittoy In which ce cher REM. em- 
ployed 40 horſes. 


Tranſ. For the conveyance of theſe troops, es. there 
pars were hired 55. tranſports, making in all x5,000, 
contraſted for eleven months certain, viz, from 

20 Auguſt 1757 to the 20th of July 2758, at 

the rate of 13 8. per ton; with an exception to 

their going either to America, Africa or the Eaſt 

Indies. Each tranſport, was Sobged. to have 509 

fathom of cable - 
Placeof Every thing being thus diſpatched with the 
_— greateſt expedition, the men of war well manned 
| and ready to fail upon the firſt notice; the land 
forces rendezvouſed on the Iſle of Wight, and the 
tranſports all taken up; his Majeſty appointed 
Comman- Sir John Mordaunt, Knight of the Bath, com- 
— 1 mander in chief over the land forces, to be em- 
ployed in the ſecret expedition; and gave him the 
flowing 1ns$T&VCTIONS, for his better diſcharge 
of that great and important truſt. 


GEORGE, R. 
Secret in- Iſt. * OU ſhall immeiliacely, upon the receipt 


ſtructions +, 


to Sir John © of theſe inſtructions, repair to the Iſle 
Mordaunt. of Wight; where we have appointed ſhips to con- 


It appears by the books of the admiralty that this was 
the fineſt fleet, with the heavieſt weight of metal and beſt 
ſound, that ever failed from the Britiſh nation 


4 "ov, "5 


ur LAT E WAR. 
vey you, and the forces under your command, to A. D. 


the coaſt of France; and fo foon as the faid forces 
ſhall be embarked, you ſhall accordingly proceed, 
without loſs of time, under convoy of a ſquadron 
of our ps of war, commanded by our truſty 
and well-beloved Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of 
the Bath, admiral of the blue ſquadron of our 
fleetz whom we have appointed commander in 
chief of our ſhips to be employed in this expedi- 
tion; the ſaid admiral, or the commander in chief 
of our ſaid thips for the time being; being in- 
ſtructed to co-operate with you, and to be aiding 
end. affiſting in all fuch enterprizes, as, by theſe 
our inſtructions, you xt be direfted to br wal 
take for our fervice, 


2d. Whereas we have debürtis - with a | 


bleſſing of God, to profecure the juſt war in which 
we are engaged againſt the French King, with'the 
utmoſt "vigour; and it being highly expedient, 
and of urgent neceſſity, to make ſome expedition, 


that may cauſe a diverſion, and engage the enemy 


to employ in their own defence, a conſiderable 
part of their forces, deſtined to invade and op- 
preſs the liberty of the empire, and to ſubvert 
the independeney of Europe; and, if poſſible, to 
make. ſome effectual impreſſion on the enemy, 
which, by diſturbing and ſhaking the credit of 
their public loans, impairing the ſtrength and re- 
ſources of their navy, as well as diſconcerting, 
and, in part, fruſtrating their dangerous and ex- 
tenſive operations of war, may reflect luſtre on 
dur arms, and add life and ſtrength to the com- 


mon 
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ADs mon cauſe ; and whereas we are .perſuaded, that 
1757 · nothing, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, can 


ſo ſpeedily and. effectually annoy and diſtreſs 
France, as a ſucceſsful enterprize againſt Roche - 
fort; our will and pleaſure is, that you do at- 
tempt, as far gs it ſhall be found practicable, a des. 
ſcent; with the forces under your command; on 


the French coaſt, at or near Rochefort, in order 


to attack, ¶ praclicable, and by a vigorous im- 
preſſion, force that place; and to burn and de- 
ſtroy, to the utmoſt of your power, all docks, 
magazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, that ſhall be 
found there, and exert ſuch, other efforts, as you 
ſhall judge moſt proper for annoying the enemy. 
3d. After the attempt on, Rochefort ſhall. either 
have ſucceeded. or failed; and in caſe the circum- 
ſtances « of our forces and fleet ſhall; with. proſpect 
of ſucceſs, ſtill admit of further operations, you 
are next to conſider Port L'oOrient and Bqurgeaux, 
as the moſt important objects of our arms, on 
the coaſt of France; and our will and pleaſure is, 
that you do proceed ſucceſſively to. an, attempt, on 
both, or either of thoſe places, as ſhall be judged 
practicable z,or on any other place that ſhall be 
thought moſt adviſcable, from Bourdeaux home - 
ward. to Hayre, in order to carry and ſpread, 
with as. much rapidity as may be, a warm alarm 
along the maritime provinces. of Francte. 
Ach. In caſe, by the bleſſing of God upon our 
arms, you ſhall make yourſelf maſter of any place 
on. the coaſt of France, our will, and pleaſure is, 
that you do not keep Poſleſſion thereof; but 
that, 
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hat, after demoliſtung and Ae de as AD. 


may be, all works; defences, magazines; ::afſenals; 7 


ſhipping, and naval ſtares, you do proceed, ſuc- 
ceſſively, on the ulterior part of this expedition; 
according as any of ibem Hall be judged: alviſeable, 
and may be performed within ſuch time as ſhall 
be conſiſtent with. your return with the troops 
under yur gommand, i. 25 to 9 at, 


September, unleſs the cmmtioen of:0ur:foran 
and fleet ſhall neceſſarily require heir return 
ſooner ; and yqu are to land the: troops at Portſ: 
mouth, or ſuch other of our * anden 
ey of the caſe, may ſuggeſt. 

sth. Whereas it — — open wertig 
occalions,. you ſhould have the aſſiſtance of 2 


council, of, war, we have thought fit to appoint 


ſuch. a, council, hich ſhall conſiſt of fout of our 
principal land officers, and of an equal number 
of our principal ſea commanders, including the 
commanders in chief of our land and ſea, forces, 
(except in caſes happening at land, relating 40 
performed by our land forces only, in which caſes 


you may call a council of war, conſiſting of ſuch | 


offcera f our land forces as you ſhall think pro- 
per) and all ſuck land and ſea officers, in the ſe- 
veral caſes before mentioned, are hereby reſpec- 


tively directed, from time to time, to be aiding 


and- aſſiſting with their advice, ſo often as they 
Mall e called together by you, or by the com- 
mander in chief of our ſquadron for that pur- 
poſe; and in all ſuch councils of war, when 

aſſembled, 


A b. aſſembled, the majority of voices Thall determine 
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1757 the reſolutions: thereof ; and, in caſe che voices 


Roar ee eee 


the caſting vote. BEI 0 } OO SL» 

th. — Sridd 20606: abit 
will very mach depend upon an entire good un- 
derftanding between our land and ſea officers, we 
do hereby ſtrictiy enjoin and-require you, on your 
part, to maintain and cultivate ſuch good under- 
ſtanding and agreement; and to order, that the 
ſoldiers" under your command, ſhould man the 
ſhips where there ſhall be occafion for them, and 
when they can be ſpared from the land fervice; 
as the commander in chief of our ſquadron is 
inſtructed, on bis part, to entertain and ' cultivate 
the ſame good underſtanding and agreement; and 
to order the failors and marines, and alſo the ſol- 
diers, ſerving as a part of the complements of 
dur ſhips, to aſſiſt our land forces, if judged ex- 


pedient, by taking poſt on ſhore, manning batte- 


ries, covering the boats, ſecuring the ſafe re- em- 
barkation of the troops, and ſuch other ſervices 
at land as may be conſiſtent with the ſafety of our 
fleet: and in order to eftablifh the Rrifteſt union 
that may be between you, and the commander in 


chief of our ſhips, you are hereby required to 
communicate theſe inſtructions to him; and he 


vill be directed nr ſhall 
receive, to you.” 
oth. You ſhall, from time to time, 4 you 


ſhall have opportunity, ſend:conſtant accounts of 


n proceedings, in the execution of theſe our 
| inſtructions, 


En DATE WAR 
inſtrocions, to one of our principal ſectetaries 


of ſtate, from whom you will receive ſuch Furcher | carat 


orders and a OR us all pc aro Se w 
nen 

C e gets 16 1476 en 0 — 958. 1 
lll Gb estas 48 re, Auk. I 

But; ought bork che ſovereign and the mini- 

ker did all in their power to carry this Alatary b 
meaſtre into Execution; with the utmoſt activity, 
and the whole nation fed their expectations with 
the hopes of fuccefs, it was obſerved that a certain 
ſet of men, not famous for their extenſwe know. 
ledge, did, even long before the ſquadron filed, de- 
clate publichy, and offer any wager, that whereſoe ver 
vis its deſtination, nothing would be done by it. 
Mankind were aſtoniſhet] at the boldneſs with which 
this was pronounced. They proceeded ſo far as 
to draw from ' this declaration, a very ill omen 
of irs ſucceſs. The perſons, ho thus pronounced 
with ſo much boldnels, were the ſame, who by 
thelr private intrigues and cabals had, a few 
months before, thrown the affairs of the King 
and kingdom into'fo much confuſion. For, as an 
ingenious writer and obſerver of thoſe times, re- 
marks, The envy of ' forme, who oppoſe the 
< preſtnt titiſter's riſe co power, are likely to be 
carried to ſuch lengths, as ſecretly to thwart and 
countermine his ll and blaſt the ex- 
* pedition.“ Me 


x See the pale nt Rocbefor rally fared an con- 
—_— &c," p. 6, We | 


The 


A. D. 
27 - 
Obſtacles 


by the 
tragſports. 


Tur GENERAL HIS TORY OF 
The firſt; notorious, appearance of countermin- 


ing theſe operations, and blaſting this expedition, 


was the delay of the... tranſports 3 of which, Sir 
John Mordaynt, in a letter ? to Mr. 


Prr r, complains.— On my arrival here, ſays Sit 
John, laſt Monday, I was diſappointed in finding 


none of, the tranſparts were come round, and 
more ſo, in that I had not yet been able 69 ber 


any poſitiye account of them. By another letter 
the commander in chief opens ſuch a light into 
this cauſe of delay, in the tranſport. ſervice, as 


impeaches the underſtanding. or bad intention of 
— or were entruſted to make the 


contract for the ſhipping, to tranſport che army; 


bor he hal found, *, That de ranſpgrs,mexe.ua 


* ſufficient.) for the, number of troops) be 
Lords of the Admiralty were IS 


_ with, this grievance, by letters from Sir John, Mor- 


daunt, to Thomas, Orby. Hunter and Gilbert 


£2.37 


2 chen at Poriſmouth, and from, Sig Ednar | 


Harke the Navy board. | Ach 220139 2: 


This, wich ſong, other accidental delays, that 


happened, for a fortnight, and afterwards. the 
winds falling contrary, the — not get 


| round.to Cowes dase VA a 


„ Dated 11 Auguſt 17% %% 3 
* — — — Secretary Pyr r, dated 
20 Auguſt, Newport in the Iſle of Wight. 

Mr. Thames, who has long been and now is agent for 


the tranſports, came here the 7th from Portſmouth, on pur- 
e poſe to inform me, The number of tranſports were not ſuf- 


e ficient for the number of troops.” But this was only waſting 
time; for Mr. Thames was miſtaken, \ 


\ September . 


&7 > cy — >— LI Pod — — OY — 9 82 tubs? 8 1 a — 1 Mi. » . 


ene 


rt I. AT E WAR. 


Septembe 
promiſe any great matters from almoſt any expe- 
dition” by ſea. Such an atmatment alarmed all 
Europe; but more eſpecially the French at its 
eee es deſtination was rumour- 
ed to be againſt their Weſt Indian colotiies, or ta 
the South of France; and againſt their Mediter- 
ranean- conqueſt; But the knowledge of the 


30 


r; which ſeaſon was too ne en A.D. 


1757+ 


exception mentioned in the tranſport contract and 


the time, for which they were hired,” being got 


abroad; the French very rationally concluded that 
ſome part of their ſhore, in the Channel or in the 
Bay, muſt be the object of this expedition; and 
the procraſtination of fix weeks, which were ſpent 
by the troops encamped in the Iſle of Wight, 
conlitmed that opinion more atid more, and gave 
them time; had they embraced it, to prepare for a 
rigorbus defence againſt an invaſion, -- 

Ou the zth of Sept. Mr. Piri wrote to Sir 
John Mordaunt and to Sit Edward Hawke, put 

ing them in mind, That the wind had been fair 


for the tranſports; ever fince Friday morning; and 
iaforming them, That his Majeſty expected with 


impatience, to hear that the troops were embark- 
ed: and, if by any delay; the embarkation 
ſnould not be completed, on the receipt of his 
letter, that it was the King's pleaſure; that the 
moſt particular diligence might be employed in 


getting the troops on board, and proceeding with- 


out the loſs of a moment, to the execution of their 
orders and eden with regard to the expedi- 
tion under their care.? 
Nor. . : V The 
47 


A. D. 


To em- 


dbarkation. the tops and baggage five miles to the place of 
embarkation, and that they were then forced to 


Sir John 
Mor- 

- daunt's 
doubts. 
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—" The-embarkation alſo took up ſome extraordi 
1757+ nary. time, on accgunt, as Sir John writes * to 
Nr. Pirr, © That they were obliged to march 


put the men in ſmall boats, in which they were 


rowed above a mile, before they could embark in 


the tranſports.” —But why the embarkation was 
obliged to be put under theſe unfavourable cir- 
cumſtancrs does not appear : yet it is certain that 
it was not Owing to any . « 
the miniſter. 

Sir John Mordauni, vein his ſtay at the Ide 
of Wight, ſtarted a doubt relative to the ſervice 
he was going upon, which in ſame meaſure ſeems 
to account for the failure of this expedition 


Having. ſays Sir John, ſinee my arrival hee 
e converſed with Sir Edward Hawke and Vice 


* Admiral Knowles, who both, ſem 40: be of 
«+ opinion, that it is poſſible, from the nature of 


| * che navigation, to Rochefort, che fleet-may be 


detained even in ſight of the coaſt of France, 
<« for a week or ten days, without being able to 
„get into the road, or off the Iſle of Aix, dur- 
« ing which time an alarm will neceſſarily be given 


* «, in., thoſe parts; this conjuncture and: ſituation, 


& if it ſhould happen, appears to me fo very de- 


« licate, and equally. to the other officers. on the 


expedition, who may, by accident, be the firlt 


— in command, come to be under the ſame diffi- 


» On the Gch of September 17 eb 
12 £6 culty 
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10 e eee tai £0. 
« as I apprebend, on the ſuddanneſi of ich q, - 
tion) that 1 ſhould be. glad, if it is thought 
« proper; to * a direction. how Wen 
« jn that geit. 5 10 #0 A ind 
The ſtarting of ſych aa opinion je this juvRure Antvrt 
ard diſtance of time, aftet every point had been 
nell debated by, or in the preſtace of; this Gene - 
tal and the other officers, at {ayera] conferences 
and councils held on this ſubject by the.mijiiſters 
of ſtate, conveyed no adwuantageous idea of fu- 
ture ſuctels.; or-zather it imgdigstes 4 fixtilicy-of:in- 
vention how to exculpate à miſcarriage and to 
find out. ſame incident, on abi it W 
throrn, incaſe of a failure. 
Mr. Pirr, in anſwer ta this <alej ®-ſtaed 
by. Sir John, ſays ao.;.more, but thatz “% am 
commanded thereupon, by the King, ta ſignify 
« tp you-his Majeſty's plegſyre, that you.6r fyck. 
« other officer; on whom the command may de- 
« yolvez do, in confortnity to the latictide given 
« by his Majeſty's inſtructions, judge of his prac- 
* e of the ſervice, on the ſpot; according 
as contingent events, and particular cirevm- 
« ſtances may require: the King judging i highly 
« prejudicial to the good of his ſervice. to give 
particular orders and directions with, regard to 
* poſſible contingent caſes, that may ariſe.” By 
which ĩt pretty plainly appears, that his Majeſty 
was not very well pleaſed with fſych after- 
doubts, that ſeemed to be raiſed by way of diſ- 


couragement, and to prepare him for a failure, 
U 2 tit 


* 


— — — — x . NL ODS RI >> a = 
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A. D. that did happen, and was juſtified chiefly upon 
the poſture of defence, into which the enemy 
might put themſelves from che time e the Fin 

fleet appeared on their coaſt. a 

Beſides; this doubt or opinion 1 24 been effec- 
ftrually reſolved: by Sir John Ligonier, in his ob- 
ſorvations or hints, read at a cabinet council and 
delivered to Sir John Mordaunt, at bis own de- 
1 For chat brave; experienced gene tal and 


letter, ex- commander in chief of A his tv, forces 
rien c. in Great Brita Willing to femove all doubts and 


dons. to clear hp all diffievieic in the execution of his 


Majeſty's inſtrustions for the lan ſervice, obſerv · 
ed. at there is a chance in the beſt conterted 

- < military enterprizes; which every mal of long 

A fer biet muſt have experienced ; what ſhare then 
"twiſt be leſt to fortune in an expedition, Where 
neither the county, nor the number of troops, 


«- Joch ure to Ae agalnſt, is known with any pre- 
Eid PRAC > c ee no 188 
* padde) of che gererals uf Yopply the 
Wart of intelligence: hut to give them any 
« poſitive plan, or rule of action under ſuch c cir- 
«-cumnftatices; apprehend would be abſürdd. 
' 4 If T athrightly informed; the great point his 
« Myjefty has in view, by this expedition, and 
& the alarming the coaſts of France, is the hopes 
* of making 'a powerful diverſion in favour of 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke, as well as the 
« King of Pruſſia, who degres and as much 
. this very meaſure. . 


«& In 


LORD VISCOUNT LIGONIER. 
_—_— * 
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6 la the execution of this general plan, a pro- A. D. 


« ject of giving a mortal blow to the navalpower 
« of France is in his Majeſty's thoughts, by at- 
« tacking and deſtroying, if poſſible, the dock, 
« ſhipping, - and naval ſtares at Rochefort. 

A plan of that place given by one of his 
© Majeſty's engineers, who was there in 4754, 


ſeems to encourage the attempt; and it muſt 


& be owned, that without ſuch authority it could 
hardly be believed, that a place of that great 
e importance could be letz in ſo e 


e dition, 2 W. 


In all doubtful — * ee 


« the advantages, that may accrue; from ſueceſs, 


e ought to be weighed - againſt the damage and 


* misfortunes, that may be the conſequences of 
4 a tepulſe, and that well conſidered, n. in 
prudence determine che choice. 

If an attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, 
it will be the part of the admiral to know the 
* coaſts, to bring the troops to the neateſt place, 
to covert. their landing by the diſpoſition of his 


ſnips, and to deſtroy any barbet batteries, which 


the enemy may have apo the ſhore ; ſtill re- 


= wembring, that if the troops are landed at too 


great a diſtance from the place, the deſign will 
4 become dangerous, and probably impracticable. 


. + Suppoſing the troops landed, it muſt be left 


to the conſidęration of the generals, whether 

0 they ſhould nat march wich the proper precau- 
e tions, directly to Rochefort, to prevent any 
0 ſuccours” being thrown. into the place, at the 
933 939 „ {ame 
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A. D. * ſame time, that the marjnes ſhould de employed 


777 in making 4 godd entrenchment for the ſetutity 


of the ſtores to be landed from time to time, as 


well as of 4 retreat in caſe of neceſſity. 


We ate told, the country in the heighbour- 


„ hdod'is Jow and marſhyz that circumſtance 


* might be of great advantage in this vndertak- 
ing, becauſe in that caſe, troops cannot match 


„ by" overtures dans la campagne, but muſt follow 
the dykes or cauſeways, which may be exfily 


* defended by coupures, or redoubts. 
« A ſafe and well ſecured communication be- 


tocen the camp and the ſea, from whence you 
«+ are to receipe your ſupplies of all kinds, is ab- 


4e ſolutely neceflary z the whole depends upon it: 
« But this being done, 1 ſhould not be much 

in pain for the ſafety of the troops: an inferior 
* number dares not approach you, and one ſupe- 
{© rior will not he eaſily aſſembled without your 
* knowing it; and, at all ſy, you have ſer 


** cured a retreat to the ſhips, | 


„ would adviſe to procute guides upon the 
„ ſpot, and paying them greatly when faithful; 


F there are numbers of proteſtarits in that pro- 


« vince, that wiſh you well, e work be glad 
to go un board with you: 23%: 

As for a up de main, it may, perhaps, ſuc- 
6 derd beſt at your coming up, as the enemy may 
* be in great hurry, ſurprize, and conſternation, 


at ſuch an unespedted viſit, and hot having had 
time to make his diſpoſitions ; but if that is not 


* W proper, it * ſucceed as well after 
| ce « the 


Tit "LATE WAR. 3 
the place has been thoroughly reconnoitred, and A. P 
you have fixed the ſpots, where you deſign to 1 5 
direct your greateſt efforts, and if the enemy ſee 
* any preparations for a regular attack, | they will 
& n 9 ; 
« Bergen-op-Zoom was taken by a 3 de main, 
« after a long ſiege. 

« Se, Philip's was taken by fealing ladders and 
da coup de main, though the. garriſon was 3000 
t ſtrong, after a ſiege of fifty-ſix days. | 

The neceſſity of dividing a ſmall garriſon in 
* a place of ſuch circumference, as Rochefort, | 
* may facilitate the ſucceſs of a bold attempt.” 

Thus provided and inſtructed, the expedition Expedition 
fleet failed from Portſmouth ”, being firſt joined 82 
by the tranſports. A letter was delivered by the 
agent of thoſe ſhips, to each of their maſters, 
with rendezvous at Torbay, not to be opened in 
caſe of ſeparation till they came tq weſtward of 
Scilly Iſlands: and ſuch care was taken by the The care 
admiral, before night came on, that floops, ten- the adm; 

ders and men of war, were ſtationed on each fide, "* 
almoſt in form of an octagon, with the admiral 
and tranſports in the centre, as crouding under his 
wings for protection, againſt any danger or ha- 
| zard of the ene. 
The advanced ſeaſon Was, before this fleet could 
put to ſea, not the only diſadvantage z its courſe How de- 
to the place of its deſtination was greatly delayed the 3 
with contrary winds, fogs, and calms: It was the 


4 » On the 8th of September 1757. 
94 20:h 


& 


31 Tnz GENERAL HISTORY or 
A. D. 20th day of September, about one o'clock, when 


1766 they. arrived on the auß near the Iſle of Ole- 
8 

— In their — e Proby 1 N . 4 
"Dutchman from Nannes to Dort, who told bim 
te that the French expected to be attacked at Ro- 
„ chelle, or St. Martin's, by the Engliſh, and 
that an embargo was laid on all the ſhipping in 

* France.“ 
ner. * On the 2 iſt, at 8 o'clock, Admiral Knowles, 


tre French ho had the command of the firſt diviſion, made 
coat. towards the land, with full fail, At eleven a gun 
was fired by Admiral Hawke, and anſwered by 
Admiral Knowles, who ſoon after tacked and bore 
down, as if to ſpeak with Admiral Hawke. The 
captain of the admiral's ſhip hoiſted the bloody 
flag, or flag of COTE, on the fore. top. malt 


After the nnen had been taken vp, and the troop, 
- aſſembled near two months, we failed, ſays Sir Jahn Mor- 
daunt, in his Defence, the geh of September, and the alarm 
was given on the 2oth, in the neighbourhood of Rochefort, 
| by the arrival of our long expected fleet (for Captain C Clev- 
land, on the 17th of Auguſt, had ſpoke with a Dutch conyoy 
from Rochelle, and was informed by the firſt lieutenant of a 
man of war, that came on board of him, that the French er- 
peRted the Engliſh at Rochelle) and, contindes he, from the 
| 20th it muſt have been at leaſt eight days before we could haye 
come to Rochefort. nor could it be ſuppoſed, but that after ſo 
long notice of an enemy's approach, the town would be put 
in a good condition of defence. 
N. B. At four o'clock, P. M. they pied land a head eaſt 
ſouth-eaſt ſeven leagues : and at eight at night they ſaw a light 
houſe and guns fire from the French coaſt ; 225 between flaſh 
and report, or about three league: diſtant. 


head, 


rut LAT E WAR: 


Knowles ſeemed to wear, as if going into the 
road. But Admiral Hawke ſhortened ſail about 

two o'clock, keeping no more than his top-ſails, 
and fore-ſtay-fails cloſe in wind, and ſhortly af- 
ter lay too. Admiral Knowles, making ful] ſall, 
all the land officers expected to land that night at 
eight o'clock, the ſoldiers proviſion, arms and 
ammunition being put vp ready; but he, about 
ſeven P. M. making a tack, and firing again, 


the tranſports came co anchor near the Ille of 
Rhee. 


On the 229, at ſeven in the morniogy ſignal Anies in 
the men of war had their Raal. 


to weigh anchor, and 
hammocks up, and fails crouded, ready to en- 
gage. The fleet ſailed” into a fine bay, called 
Fade de Paſque, between, the iNands of Rhee and 
Oleron. Every one was in expectation, that the 
firſt diviſion would preſently have cleared all ob- 
ſtacles, and that an attempt to land would cer- 
tainly be made, that night. But the fleet was no 
ſooner come into the centre of that fine bay, where 
five hundred ſhips might ride ſafely, than a ſignal 
was given to anchor at nine o'clock in the morn- 


ing: and ſo continued. all the reſt of the day, and 


the next night. 

Thus it was the 23d of Sopcenibir peer they 
came to action; which delay, as it gave great 
anxiety to the men on board, and has been re- 
lared with ſeveral aggravating circumſtances aſhore, 


the reader would do well to ſuſpend his judgment, 


till he has confidered the evidence given ty A- 
miral 


o 


kead, at half an hour palt eleven: Then ha A. D. 
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A . miral Knowles, on this particular charge againſt 


we uo ware 


med. ns | ep hrs ye 
zoth ? 

Anſewer, He will gire you the beft account he can, without 
his log-hook and journal; but, for want of them, eannot be 


particylar 4 to the hours. In the morning of the 2oth, Sir 


Edward Hawke gave him the following orders, viz. 
dy Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Ad- 


* miral of the blue ſquadron of bis Majeſty's flees, 


** 

. If in fanding in between the ifles of Rhe and Oleron, I 
% ſhall nd the winds and weather will permit of proceeding 
* to Baſque road, and attacking the ifle of Aix, I will hoiſt a 
* red flag on the flag-ſtaff; at the f. gallantmaſt-head, 
** and fire three guns; then you are h required and di- 
* rected, without loſs of time, to ſland in as near to the ſaid 


*' iſle of Aix, as the pilots will carry you, with all, or as many 


** of the ſhips oſ your divifion, as you ſhall think ſufficient for 
that ſervice, and batter it, till ſuch time, 9s. the garriſon 


* ſhall either ſurrender, or abandon it. In either caſe you 


4« are to land a number of men ſufficient to demoliſn it with 
All poſſible diſpatch, ſending me the earlieſt intelligence of 
your proceedings. For which this ſhall be your order. 
© Given under my hand on board his Majeſty's ſhip Ra- 
"EEO. 4 
| ED. HAWKE. 
« To Chartes Knowles, Eq; Vice- 
Admiral of the fed ſquadron of e 
1 —— * ; | 
n. — of the wdmiral. J. Here 


The ſignal being given, the deponent, about noon, took 
his leave of Sir Edward Hawke, and made ſail with his divi- 
er fon, 


—_ * „ 1 1 Emm ng 
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In the morning of the e A. D. 
and at anchor in ght of the ite of Aix, and o . * 


The con- 


near queſt of 
iſe of 


fon. The Medway, which was a head by Sit Eidwatd's db. A. 
der to look out for the land, pboat two or three & lock, a8 
near as he can remember, made a fignal for ſeeing the lend; 
very ſoon after, the deponent ſew it himſelf + as hiv on ſhip, 
and thoſe of his ' diviſion, were ordered to prepare for the at- 
rack, the lieutenent, of the captain, came to acquaint him, 
the ſhip was Clear and ready for action; this was about four 
o'clock, the wind at that time, and to the beſt of his remem - 
btatice the whole day, was aboiit north-eaſt, As he looked 
upon a ſhip cleared, and in order for battle, to be à very eu- 
tertaining fight, he defired Major-General Comway to ga 
down to — — decks: While they were view- 
* one of his lieutenants came down, ſent by the cap- 
to acquaint him, Captain Keppel hailed the ſhip, and = 
e ſtanding in for | 
the fleet; for ſome ſhort ſpace of time the deponent took no 
notice of it, thinking it impoſſible, the fleet ſhould not ſee 
her ; a ſecond meſſage was ſent him down to the ſame pur- 
poſe ; he then immediately went upon deck with General Con- 
way, and Was ſhewn her by his captain, when with their 
glaſſes they plainly diſcovered'her to be a two-decked ſhip ; 
ſhe ſoon made a private ſignal, by hoiſting a jack at her mi- 
zen topmaſt-head ; the deponent was in doubt, whether to 
make a ſignal to any of his diviſion to chace, being ordered 
on a different ſervice, which he took notice of to Major Ge- 
neral Conway, and to his captain; he judges, he was then at 
leaſt five miles a-head of Sir Edward Hawke, and the ene- 
my's ſhip much nearer to him, and his diviſion, than they 
were to Sir Edward Hiwke and the reſt of the fleet; 
and he plainly ſaw, if ſome of bis divifion did not chace 
her, none of the others could poſſibly. ſee bor, ſo as to 
chaſe her, when night came on. The Magnanime was then 
about two mites to leeward of them, on which be threw out 4 
her ſignal to chaſe, and hailed Captain Keppel in the Tor- 14 
bay, and directed him to ghaſe alſo; obſerving, at the ſame 
| ame, 


— — — — 
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AD; near to the French coaſt, that they could ſee the 


1757. n colours hoiſted on the caſtle, and every 
ns A body 


3 his captain, that if Sir b 
Edward Hawke did not approve of what be had done, he 
would certainly call them in again; but, inſtead. of that, Sir 
Edward threw out their fignals to chaſe, by way of confirm- 
ing what he had done; and in addition, made the Royal 
William's ſignal alſo, belonging to his diviſion ; two more ſig- 
nals for, ſhips in the reſt of the fleet were thrown out after. 
wards, and very ſoon recalled.. Early the next day in the 
morning. Sir Edward Hawke ſent the depenent the fol. 
lowing order, to take under his command three other ſhips in 
BRN: 


. o v5 
——_ _—_—_—__ By Sie Edward Hawke, Knight of the 
e Bath, Admiral of the blue ſquadron 


+5 of his Majeſty's fleets... 9 25 


20 „es ue hereby required and Wen d. 

0 5 take under your command the ſhips named 
as - Dublin, in the margin; the captains of which have 
„ Burford, ' vg orders to follow your directions; and 
4 RO, „proceed, without a moment's" loſs of time, 
to put in execution the order you received 

% from me yeſterday. For which ow ſhall de 


* your order. | 
* Given under my hand on hoard his Majeſty's vip Rs 
«© millies, at ſea, this 21ft of Sept. 1757. „ 
1 ak 
4. To. Charles Knowles, Blqz. Vie... 
n bf 415 
of his Majeſty's fleet. 


| «| By command of the admin, Ar 
enen het, de e epesees esse wit 


0th EPs; * do get in, and 
| make, 
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body in a hurry preparing for defence, and boats A. P. 
r N into 25 Wen Air, e font ide 1757 


£ 
0 A e coaſt: 
* \ ” * 
F l "Ip. 


zH yo bu AN 
make, what land it was; n 
when they were got within about two miles of the land, in 


eleven fathoms water, very hazy thick weather, ſo as his pilot 2 
deſired, the ſhip might be tacked "and laid wich the head off 
till it cleared, ſo as he could ſee his marks. Whilt he was 


laying to, he made a ſignal for the captains of his diviſon, 
and ordered them to ſend for thcir pilots, vo two, of whom 


agreed, whit land it was; their ſeveral examinations he . 


down, and immediately ſent them to Sir Edward Hawke, 


who, by that time, was advanced neare? to him by two or 


three miles than be was before; ' as he the deponient/laid'wittt 
his head off ſhore. \ In his letter to Sir Edward he acquainted; 
him, that not one of the pilots would even take charge to 
lead in with a twenty gun ſhip ; if they would, his Civiſion 
ſhould have followed her. Soon after bis boat went away, he 
made a ſignal for ſpeaking with the admiral, ſecing he conti- 
fived under ſail, and did not ſtop to take up the boat. At 
the ſame time he made ſail wich his diviſon towWarde him, and 
by about twelve joined him; when the deponent got on board 
him, he was ſurprized to ſee Mr. Keppel on board, and alſo 
to find the Magnanime and Royal William had joined him 
again. which the thick weather had prevented the deponent's. 
knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, upon the deponent's acquaint- 
ing him with what had happened, (for he thinks he got on 
board, beſore his letter) immediately ſent for the pilot of the 
Magnanime, at the ſame time telling the deponent, he judged. 
what was the matter when he ſaw him bring to, ſor his pilot 
had refuſed carrying his ſhip in: When the pilot of che Mag- 
nanime came on board, he immediately told them, what land 


it was; and after offering to carry the fleet in, returned on 


board his own ſhip, and led the deponent's diviſion in, the 
admiral and the reſt of the fleet following. The wind was 
pretty freſh all this day, till towards the evening, when about 
6x. o'clock the tide of flood being ſpent, the Magnanime 
made 


$: x 


325 


4. . 


1757 · 


Ships Or- 
dered on 


Tas GENERAL HISTORY os 


coaſtꝰ; about ten o'clock Admiral Knowles; in 
the Neptune of 90 guns, and his whole diviſion, 
viz. .Magnanime 74, Batfleur 80, America 64; 


the ſervice. Alcide 74, Burford. 74, Royal William 8 


and made full ſail towards the front of the 
nen. Captain Howe led on the ſtarboatd tack, 


and the America the latboard. Many guns fred 


The fort 
* 


Jaſon, who had the regiment of buffs in boats 


Hawke made the fignal for the fleet to anchor, and they 


. — 


e eee eee 
Half an hour paſt twelve, the m 6 fired 
from the garriſon at our ſhips ; a 1 battery 
alſo at the welt corner of the iſland. red at the 


ready to land, but the balls fell ſhort of them; 
—valt crouds of people appear on the French 


4 #4 4+ 


made the ſignal to anchor j they were then in the mouth of 
the Pertuis of Antioche : about eight o'clock Sir Edward 


continued working in, and- anchored, as they came into pro- 
per births all night.-—Fatly in the morning of the 22d the 
Magnaitime made the fignal, when the deponent weighed 
with his divinon, and Sir Edward Hawke and the reft of the 
fleet weighed alſo: Abont eleven o'clock it falling calm, tie 
fignal was again made to anchor; about two or three a ſmall 
breeze ſpringing up weſterly, the Magnanime made the fignal 
and weighed again, and the deponent ran in with his diviſion, 
till between nine and ten. o'clock at night, Sir Edward Hawke 
and the fleet of tranſports all following, m 


divifion came to anchor. 


* An iſland not above a mls long ad about half mile 
over, almoſt in an oval form, the ſoil barren, FE 
perro: | 
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The line of battle ſhips kept under fail; and AD. 
the Jaſon tacked about and made up to chem, not *757* 

being able to land her men at the intended corner 
both for the ſhallowneſs of the water, eres 
fierce fire of the hatter. | 

One o'clock the Magnatime only ſtood ed The Mag- 
| into the fort, and began a moſt heavy fire, like a — 
continual thunder, rendering the very ſhip co ap- fre. 
pear as one cloud of ſmoke. The battery alſo 
fired very briſkly,” and the Barfleur at a great 
diſtance, fired ſome few guns. Before tho at- 
tack began, Captain Howe received the fire of 5 
the garriſon with greut intrepidity, ordered all his bravery 
men to lay down upon the decks, tumed all his n. 
live cattle,” fowls, 4nd unneceſſaries over board 
himſelf only, with his ſpeaking trumpet in hand, 
the pilot and the man at the helm, appearing 
upon deck, till he came within fixty yards of the 
baſtion of the garriſon, when he began ſo furious 
a fire, that the Monſiburs ſaid, Something more 
than man muſt be on board that ſhip; the men in 
the garriſon were ſo much terrified,” that moſt of 
them clapped themſelves down under the works 
of the garriſon, and in the ditches, nor could be 
prevailed on to ſtand to their guns, which obliged 
the governor to ſtrike the colours; and this was Colours of 
no ſooner done, than they all jumped up, taking due 3 
ſnuff, dancing a rejoicing, as if ** had gained 
à victory. 

The gartiſon confing/ fre; ſome ſailors and ma- 
rinerg firſt landed, and the Jaſon, with the batta- 
ous the buffs in boats, took poſſefſion of the 

iſland. 
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AD. iſland. There being only two marines ànd obe 

. ſailor killed on board the Magnanime, and one mad 

yo 3 killed in the garriſons by a ball glancing off ob- 

liquely on his breaſt, Where it remained tired, 

| — wn force to penetrate, through his body. 

The governor, on our men taking poſſeſſion, 

bergie them with ſaying to thus effect, * Meſ⸗ 

"onde, urs: 2 ve expected you cre now; we had 

account of your failing from St. Helen's the 

« 7th,: which made us remove all our valuable 

« effects, ſo that you will now find but n 

e Winde eee ano ee firge: on 

BY This fort, had it been compleated 3 to 

5 the old Vauban's plan of military architecture, laid 

out and almoſt finiſhed might have given great 

_ wouble;! The parapets were tailed: to their pro- 

per height, but embrazures were not yet fixed, 

elſe perhaps the French for puſillanimity would 

strength not have been blamed; in, the fort were fre hun- 

* dred ſoldiers and two hundred ſailors, yet no dif- 

charge of muſquetry; Which, as the Magnanime 

was ſo near, might have greatly annoyed our ma- 

tines on board 3; in the garriſon were found twenty 

guns, eighteen pounders, eight mortars, but few 

bombs were thrown, all which were cither taken 

away or rendered uſeleſs. There was a great 

_ quantity, of powder, ball, ang. ammunition in the 
magazine. (dt i 

e tore While this conqueſt v was in . Sip, Edward 

of the con- Hawke had relolved to reconnoitre, and to found 


tinent ex- 


plored. that part of the coaſt, which appeared by the 
letter of bis iaſtructions to be the next ob- 


i | | xa 


* . 
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ject of the expedition. The parties employed on A. P. 


this ſervice were Rear- Admiral Thomas Broderick, 


and the Captains James Douglas, Peter Dennis, 
and Matthew Buckle, Eſqrs. They were ſent out 
on the 23d in the afternoon, and continued upon 
that ſervice all night, till three or four o'clock 


the afternoon following, when they returned, and 
made the following report to Sir Edward Hawke. 


nee 


On the 246k i in the morning, the day after che attack of 
the Iſle of Aix, ſignal was out on board Sir Edward Hawke, 
for Admiral Knowles to come on board of him; on which 
Major-General Conway and he went immediately; Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke, on their coming on board, told the admiral, 
Admiral Broderick and three captains were gone reconnoitring 
for a landirig-place, and he wiſhed for their ſpeedy return. 
As that fignal, which was out on board Sir Edward, was for 
the rear admiral as well as the vice · admiral, being a ſtandard 
at the enſign · ſtaff, and the veſſels, which Admiral Broderick 
had with him, were not. in fight, he begged of Sir Edward 
to make the fignal for all land and ſea general officers, which 
is the ſtandard at the mizen top-maſt head, that being moſt - 
diſcernable at a diſtance, and to repeat firing a gun every hour, 


tains returned, very much fatigued, and drew up their report. 
After taking a morſel of dinner, they all got into their boats, 


and went away to the Iſle of Alx (excepting Admiral Brode- | 


rick) in order to collect what intelligence they could from the 
Priſoners taken in the fort; a-number. of the priſoners were 
ſent. on board the vice-admiral's ſhip, and examined, one by 
one, by General Conway, he ſpeaking French, till near ele- 
ven o'clock at night, when Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John 
Mordaunt went away ; and the admiral declared his intention 
of holding a- council of war on board the Neptune ſhip the 
next morning, . was accordingly done. 7 


A We 
18 5 | 


which he did: Before four, Admiral Broderick and the cap- 
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A. D. « * WE the underwritten went and ſounded 
* dhe French more from Rochelle 10 for 
See Fouras, and find as follows. IG, 
Hawke for “ From the ſouth point of the entrance of ks. 


ſounding 


— 5 *« chelle, (on which point there ate twenty-ſeven 


% Angeln, we "find it a rocky ſhore, and fteey 


„ guns mounted on barbet) ro the point of the 


<.. elifts, with ſhoals near two miles off; from An- 
* golin to Chatelaillon, we find a fair, bard, ſandy 


« beach, with a flat lying off near two miles, 
„ having but three fathom at high Water at that 


diſtance, but clear grounds along which beach 
4 gte fand hills about fifty yards from the top of 
<* high water. On the point of Chatelaillon are 
„ two guns on barbet, which can no ways annoy 
the landing of the troops in the bays of either 
e fide of it; and off which point runs à riff of 


rocks weſt two miles, which, are dry at lo 
* water; and round the ſaid point, about half 2 


*© mile to the eaſtward, there is a ſmall ſandy bay 


. near half a mile long, and the land over the 


<< ſaid bay riſes with an eaſy aſcent, about a quar- 


« ter of a mile, to a church or convent, with a 


few houſes near it; from the fandy bay, along 
to a ſquare fort on the ſouth part of the bay, 
fies a long flat mud, ws" ey" near two 


miles at low water. 


ft is our general opinion, che tranſports can- 
not come nearer to either of the aforeſaid bays 


in order to land troops) than a mile and an 


& half, as we found three fathoms only ; at that 


* diſtance at high water, 
„ The 
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Abe de fort on the fouth ſide of che bay A. P. 
a could only Le two fides of ö the Habe rte he 
4 north-weſt had nine embrazures, and 4 a. 


« e ee eee reer | 1 43830 14% 
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a e Ramillies, ' Baſque You, * 

* K "of AP of September. 1757+, off: 2021 "\s 
twat. % Thomas ng 

n a James Douglas, 

e e it 9991194) 4 ee T Debts” 

nns Ae, Buckle, 


- Nothing. was done to Ir baden — 

next day, further than what was neceſſary to de- 

ſtroy the fortafications of Aix =. However, Co- Colonel 
lonel James Wolfe, employed as quariermaſter- ny 
general on the expedition, zealous in the ſervice, . More. 
upon which he was. ſent, and diſdaining to be 

idle, while others were venturing their lives, ob- 

tained leave of Sir John Mordaunt to reconnoitre 

agd, during the attack of the Iſle. of Aix, and 

He landed, and got upon the ramparts, and 

from thence viewed Fouras and the land abour it 5 

* ſayed a5 4 De.cpuld, and Aham r. 


* Miners were APpoisted to blow 5 the iN go- 
vernor's houſe and the barracks, which work took them vp rift 
the goth. In which ſervice we loſt two ſailors and two folders 
n 22 
Na ik to 1 

A "turned 
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A. P. turned immediately to the Ramillies, which was 


1757. 


anchored at à conſiderable diſtance from the Iſſe 


of Aix, and made a ſort of a report, of what he 
had obſerved, to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
John Mordaunt. = mentioned the ſituation of 


Fourggw#Y4t. td hit anck tök notice 


FW of What he 8 6 be the ſtrength of it, to 


the admiral and the generał: which he was in- 
duced to do, as nobody elſe within his knowledge 
bad done it, and took the liberty of ſaying to Sir 
Edward Hawke, that he believed, if the depth 
of water would allow of coming near enough, a 
ſhip would batter it down very eaſily, or at leaſt 
would ſo far take: the fire of the fort upon the 
ſhip, that the troops might very ſafely land round 


about it; — what he ſpoke” of the land on the 


other ſide of the fort was from conjecture only. 


Sir Edward Hawke at that time ſeemed to em- 


brace the propoſal with a great deal of warmth, 
und Sir John Mordaunt approved of it. He ſaid 


to Sir Edward Hawke, that, as he ſuppoſed, the 
pilot of the Magnanime could very well inform 


him of the depth of water; and as the admirals 


and generals did not appear to diſapprove of his 
ſpeaking upon that point, he juft - hinted to Sir 
Edward Hawke, that it might not be amiſs to 


cauſe ſome diverſion on the fide of Rochelle, to 


divide the enemy's attention, which he appre- 
hended might be done by means of the bombr 


.- ketches. Sir Edward ſo far agreed to it, that he 


ſent for both the pilot and the bomb-ketches up 
from the Ide of Aix that night, he having ſog- 


"ited 
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geſted to, him his opinion, that there was not a A. D. 8 
moment's time to be loſt... The pilot ſeemed n 
clearly to underſtand hĩs notion of the attack, and —* 
of landing at the ſame time on both ſides the fort, 
and ſaid, that he could, or believed he could, 
take the Magnanime up to batter the fort; as alſo, 
that the landing between Fouras and la Pointe was 
very practicable, ſuppoſing to be attacked, 
as propoſed, at the ſame time - - Nn dt 

Yet we ſhall ſee, that notwithſtanding ſo great Remarks 
an officer's opinion of the practicability of the dradlesbi- 
landing, and the concurrence of Sir Johm Mor- 1120. 
daunt, who acknowledged upon his trial, that he | 
did embrace Colonel Wolfe's plan or propoſition ' 
of an attack upon Fouras chearfully, and that 
dir Edward Hawke gave him room to expect, that 
he would next morning ſend up a: ſhip-to batter 
Fouras; it was laid aſide by a council of war, on Laid ade 
the 25th of September, on board his ' Majeſty's by *.coun- 
ſhip the Neptune, at anchor off the Iſle of Aix, 
for the following reaſon ? 


44: +4 Tbs 
* „ Preſent, | | — | 
. 8 of the Bach,  Admical and 

* FP commander in chief of his Maje- 
dir Edward —1 ſty's ſhips employed on the prefect 
I expedition. 6. 
Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant Ge- 
| Weis neral of his Majeſty's forces, and 

Sir Jahn Mordaunt, 1 General and commander in chief 

of the troops on the preſent expe- 


' 


: | dition. 

Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 

** The Right Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Corway, 

* Thomas Broderich, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White. p 
X Hon. 
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The fortifications and iſland of Aix, belong - 


Ling to the French King, having l 
his Majeſty? arms, the council proceeded to 


council of , take into — the farther ſteps proper 


war. 


64 to be taken, in execution of his Majeſty's fe. 
* ret inſtructions to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
John Mordaunt, commander in chief of his: 
Majeſty's forces oggthe preſent expedition; and 


* firſt object belng to determine, Whether a 


proper place could be found for landing the 
troaps, Sir Edward Hauke produced a report 
_ Næar Admiral Broderick, and the Captains 


Douglas, Dennis, and Buckle, whom he had 


* ſent to ſound and reconnoitre the coaſt from La 


Rochelle to the point of Fouras, near the em- 
4 bouchure of the river Charente, which _ 


is hereunto annexed. 
—_ The cotncil having taken the ſaid ene 


cConſideration, and examined the pilots, it ap- 


<< pears, that there are but two landing places; 


and that the troops could not be reimbarked 


from either of them in bad weather, the ſwell 
* of the ſea making ſo great a ſurf on the ſhore, 
that no boats could be able to approach it to 
take the troops off; the ableft pilot having in- 


formed the council, that he had been at anchor 


+. ſeven weeks in this road, and not a boat been 
e able to paſs or tepaſs: and it Ukewiſe appears 


eto the council, chat! in caſe the troops ſhould be 


* Hon. Major Genetal Edward c. 

Captain George Bridges Rodney. = 
+ Calane! George Howard," | 
: „ ver- 


. ne. Eb on 
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ae een by ſuperior numbers of the ene A. D. 
my, they cauld have no protection from the ow 


s cannon of the fleet, . 


their coming within gun · not. 
« The probability of fucceſs in the en 


_ + againft Rochefort, in cafe the landing was ef- 


fected, being then taken into conſideration, 
Lieutenant Colonel Clerk, chief engineer, was 
« called in, and being aſked his opinion, declared, 
© That when he ſaw the place in the year-1754, 
ehe thought no place was more capable of being 
taken by aſſault ; what alteration may have been 
* made in the place fince, he has nat ſufficient 
information to judge; that he does not imagine 
« any regular attack was intended againſt that or 
* any other place, the ſmall quantity of artillery 
* we have, not being ſent upon that plan. Being 


s aſked, if the ditch were flowed with water, 


«* whether he ſhould then think it practicable to 
take the place by eſcalade; ſaid, he thought 


not; but that when he ſaw the ditch, it did not 


appear to him capable of being flowed. 


„ Monfieur de Bonneville, volunteer, being 
„ aſked what he knew of Rochefort, ſaid, that 


he was there about nine years ago; that the 
* ramparts were of earth, and that there are ſluices 
« there, by which they can flow the ditch, and 
© that it was full of water all IOYRGs when he was 
ol. ©" OG 

The pilot of the Neptune being called in, 
* ſaid; That he had been very frequently at 
Rochefort; that he commanded a ſmall veſſel 
| | p oy, : ce there 
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there many years; that they have ſluices near 
the hoſpital, by which they can fill the ditch 


* with- water; that they raiſe them ſometimes to 


« cleanſe the ditch; and that . n 
„it quite round the toon. 

The informations of ſome. French priſoners 
<* were then produced confirming the ſame, as alſo 
that they had been working on the fortifications 

there for ſome tim paſt. 
< The intelligence received "VE Sn Wan 
| ell ſpoke wich un the-pallage- was alſo pro- 


duced, declaring, That the French had been 
„ for ſome time in expectation of a'deſcent from 


the Engliſn in thoſe parts. All which being 
taken into conſideration, together with the long 
„detention of the troops in the Iſle of Wight, 
t and our meeting with contrary winds, fogs and 
« calms upon our pallage, the ſeveral informations 


1 Hete alſo we were ;' BEE of W . and 
30, 000 militia, - beſides the invalids and workmen at the dock 
of Rochefbrt, all which could in-fix hours time be aſſembled, 
to oppole our attack; that the ditch, was then full of water, 
and by opeping the llujces,, the country could be laid under 
water for five miles ung. Should our infantry land at Cha- 
telaillon,—a deep morafs and rivulet would retard their march, 
ſo that the artillery could not get up without going 20 miles 


© Found into the heart of the country; that ail men of war 


built at Rochefort, for want of water, werg forced to tide it 


Hoa the river at Gpring tides only, withour guns or rigging, 


and be compelled with jury maſts or tow, to go round to Breſt 


to take in their guns and rigging, and that but one fixty Bun 


ſhip had ever been built at Rochefort, but only 40 guns -in 

gengral, and that therefore our ſhips of the line, &c. could be 

of no uſe in ſuch an attempt. See che Secret expedition im · 

N diſcloſed, p. 44, 45+ 
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« feceived of troops aſſembled in the neighbour A. D. 
hood, and the great improbability of — 1 


« the place unprovided, or of ſurpriſing it, 
« conſequently ſucceeding in an enterprize Word- 
« ed on the plan of an aſſault or eſcalade merely; 


« and the uncertainty of a ſecure retreat for the | 


troops, if landed; the council are unanimouſly 
« of opinion, that ſuch an attempt is neither ad- 
_ 6 viſeable, nor Fa 


0 Edward Hawks, 


John Mordaunt, 

« Charles Knowles; 

H. Seymour Conway, 
« Thomas Broderick, © 

« Edward Cornwallis, 

©. G. B. Rodney, 

„ G. Howard." 


However, cotwichſianding the council had been Proveal.- 


gs after 


of opinion, that it was neither adviſeable nor prac- j& 
ticable to land the troops on that coaſt, we find for a land- 


that there were cutters and ſmall veſſels ſent out inꝶ 


next night and all next day to ſound up the river 


Charente, leading to Rochefort. Sir Edward By bomb. 
Hawke did alſo direct Vice Admiral Knowles to "li. 


carry in two bomb-ketches to try to bombard the 


fort; which order was immediately executed under 


the conduct of the Magnanime, But the Infer- 
nal bomb, which went firſt, run a-ground, and in 
that ſituation would have been attacked by two 
row galleys, had they not Been beaten off by all 


the boats manned and armed, under the protection 
| | | of 
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A. P. of the Coventry. which, in attempting to get to 
7% the Inferbal. ran a- ground -five different times: 
ther could the bombs of the n Py 

E. dangerous ſituation to the fort. 
Thers ſtill remained a buzzing report, That 
ers ſowetbing would be attempted 4 and on the 26th 
wk wo at night orders were ſent to the tranſports for the 
ſoldiers to hold themſelycs in readineſs, if they 
ſhould be called upon to land next morning, 
But next day produced no further order, than to 
expedite! the demolition of the fortifications, and 


for forty ſoldiers with ball and bayonets fixed to 


keep guard-on deck every night, and hail every 
boat or veſſel that paſſed,” and to fire in upon them, 
if they did not give an anſwer in Engliſh, nor the 
word, after being hail'd' thrice. A caution taken 
on a report, that the Frtnch intended. to ſend out 
ſome galeaſhes, or ſraall* fire * in dark nights 
to annoy the fleet at anchor. 

The ſpirit of the men, both of the army and 
feet, was ſo bent upon a deſcent, to retalliate the 
French for the frequent attempts upon this iſland 

© of Great Britain, that it appears, by this conduct, 

after the reſolution of the late council of war, 

chat they thought it hazardous to inform them with 

its contents, and rather waited ſome accident to fa- 

By Si vour'the return of the fleet.” For our ſmall cut- 
jng the tets were employed ſtill in ſounding the coaſt and 
coats the "Chittente'; and Sir John Mordaunt deſired 
another couneil of war to be aſſembled. To 
take under conſideration, whether it was adviſe- 
able to land 5 troops to attack the forts Jead- 


| 2566  ©-ing 
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4 „ the mouth of tlie river Cha- A. D. 
« fente : 2 which council after mature deliberatiun 


were unanimouſly of opihion, “ That it was ad- 
« viſeable to land the troops for that purpoſe with 
all poſſible diſpatch *.” And in purſuance to 


this laſt reſolution, ordets were ſent, | at 11 o'clock 
chat ſame night, for all the troops to debark 
from the tranſports TP the boats, _ 
« land ſilentiy , 

Fr — Gee 
with Lieutenant Colonel Sir William Boothby, 
and Major Farquahar, who were to march at the 
head of the grenadiers, took boat before twelve, 
though about two leagues from ſhore, and a freſh 


gale full againſt them, which would have endan- . 


gered many of the boats loaded with men, ſo 
crouded that they could only ſtand etect: they 


were tumbled in the ſwell till two 6'clock; none 
coming to conduct them to the place of rendea- 
vous; neee e Abbe) e 


„ ee, 
I the Bath, Admiral and Com- 


ander Chief of his lt 
dir Eduard * 4 rufe on the preſene expe 
n. 


01 n 1 the e Ge- 

_ Mordaunz, by an 5 627 of AT oth, 
employed on the preſent ene, 

cal Knewla, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 

The Right Hon. Major Gen. Henry Seymour Cn. 

Thomas Broderick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White. 

Hon. Major General Eb Corntoallli, 


Captain George Bridges Rodney, 
Colonel George Howard, 


fi 
i 
| 
1 
þ | 
1 
1 
' 
| 
1 


4 D. (6h. are ordered to ſnip again, for that the other re. 
7 4 giments cannot be ready theſe two hours, Co- 


Reaſons 
for not 
landing. 
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lonel-K——=y ſaid, I can hardly believe it; 
„ ſhew me your orders: on which was ſhewn a 
vritten order; at which all the ſoldiers made a 
humming noiſe ; and they all went to their reſpective 
tranſports, the boats remaining ſtill ready. 2 

The reaſon given by Sir John ' for putting off 
the landing this time, when it had been reſolved 
to be an adviſeable meaſure, was, that a ſtrong 
wind blowing from the ſhore, the officers of the 


navy, appointed to conduct the landing, repre- 


ſented, that it was with difficulty the long boats, 
which were to be towed on ſhore, could make 


ſtay, and conſequently the troops would be a long 


time expoſed to the fire of the enemy; that the 


tranſport - boats, which were rowed by ſoldiers, 


would be ſtill flower,” and more expoſed ; that it 


Vould be day, before the firſt embarkation could 
get on ſhore, and that it would be fix hours more 


before the troops, firſt landed, could be ſupported 
by a ſecond embarkation: the generals judging 


the landing under theſe cireumſtances not to be ex- 


pedient, agreed not to attempt it that night, 
But the meſſage ſent on this occaſion to Admi- 


ral Hawke, by Admiral Broderick was, That 
„ having prepared all the boats, with proper 
« officers to land the troops, he was now to ac- 


$6 quaint him, That the Generals were come to 
& à reſolution not to land 40-vight, Ges to wait 
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the ground whereon they are to land, | 
When Sir Edward Hawke ſaw the Fn of 
the orders iſſued out to the land forces in purſu- 


ance of the laſt council of war; and conſidering 8 5 


that every delay was adding ſtrength to the enemy 
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till day light, when they can haves falt'view of — 


and daily increaſing the hazards and dangers of 


the ſhips in that boiſterous ſea, at that ſeaſon, 
which he very juſtly underſtood to be the purport 
and real meaning of a letter he had lately received 
from Mr. Secretary P1TT, to continue on that 
coaſt ſo long as there were any operations going on, 
agreeable to his ſecret inſtructions, and no longer“; 


he 


A true + copy 8 letter frem Mr. Secretary Pit, to Sir Jobn Mr. 


Mordaumnt, dated Whitehall, 15th September 1757, (the like 


mutandis.) - WW TL Hach 


0 AN . | : 
H IS Majeſty, by his ſecret inftruftions,” "dated ths 25th 


day of Auguſt laſt, having directed the return of the 


troops under your command, together with the fleet, * ſo as 
to be in England at, or about, as near as may be, the end 
« of September, unleſs the circumſtances of the forces and 
« ſhips ſhall neceflacily require their return ſooner,” I am now 
« to ſignify to you the King's pleaſure, That you do not con- 
* ſider the above-mentioned time, limited for your return, as 
intended, in any manner, to affect or interfere with the ful 
execution of the firſt and principal object of the expedition, 
namely, attempting, as far as ſhall be found practicable, 
n deſeent on the French coaſt, at or near Rochefort, in order 


„to attack, if practieable, and, by a vigorous impreſſion, 


*. force-that place, and to barn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of 


your power, all ſhipping, docks, magazines, and arſenals, 
| Aha 


PITT's 
letter to 
being at the ſame time wrote to bir Eduard * mutatis Sir John 
Mordaunt 


| 
[ 
1 
p 
1 
11 
1 
11 
I! 
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A. D. be on the agth of September, wriges o be 
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187 74 rel, 4 * * 4 7 „* 18. OE 2 19 8 
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peers 9 . of dete dats 
letter to no further military operations to propoſt, 
4. — — to authorite my detaining 
1 the fquiadron under my commond longer here, 

beg leave to gequaint you, that I intend to 

| Po) rage with it for England en _— 


dime; 50613995 G1, 41k wimnndt 10 

no 29102 err mk * Sir, | ih | 

Flo mot obechent, 

44 | E r ſervant | 
Epwany Hawke,” 


Sir john f in bis 1 115 he Waris an- 
fer, that we would 2 * genen officers 


1 ther Hall bo Gen — ond „ 

** ſhall be judged moſt proper for annoyipg the enemy. And 
* with regard to any other particular attempt, which, agree- 
* ably to your orders, you ſhall have commenced, and in the 

_ * execution where of you ſhall be actually engaged, it is alſo 
** bis Majeſty's pleaſure, that yan do nat deſiſt from, or break 
up the ſame, merely and ſolely on account of the time liwit- 
ed for your return by the inſtructions above-mentioned ;— 
but that, notwithſtanding the ſame, you do continue with 
a the troops during ſuck a farther number of days, as may 
afford a campetent time far the completion of any operation 
* under he above circumſtances ; after which you are to take 
care 40 return with the forces under your cammaud, and the 
« fent, in dhe manner direfied hy your former infirugions.” 
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to conſider of of Sir Edward's letter, and deſired A» D. 
bim te ſignify his intenrion in writing: Gbich hne 


did in à letter to im, the ſame day. He then 
applied to Sir Edward for a council of war: who 
declined it, and faid; that ſeamen were no Judges 
of land operations, which were to be perfortned 
by troops on ore. In conſequence of this' Sir 
John ſumimoned all the land officers, who had 
been of the council of war, and laid Sir Edward 
Hawke's letter before them. And being aſſem- 
died, ſuys he,“ We conſidered the uncertainty 
* of landing, if the wind ' ſhould blow as it had 
done the niglit before, and the account v had 
« that day received from the Captain of the Viper 
loop, Who had informed Colonel Howard, that 
he had ſeen a conſiderable body of troops hear 
« the landing place, whoſe numbers he did not 
exactly know, but he had obſerved-five pair of 
colours; that he faw them in camp; that the 
next mormiug the view of the camp was inter- 
rupted, fo that he could not ſee them again, 
« which he attributed to the enemy having thrown 
up ſome ground on the beach, and that he ſaw 
«* the ſand hills on the beach conſiderably higher 
than they were on Sunday, when he came there, 
Colonel Howard, in his return from ö 
< tring, reported this to me. 

It farther appeared to us, that the attempt 
© upon thoſe forts at this time, could not juſtify 
the ill conſequences of detaining the fleet in that 
bay, at a time when, from what we had learnt 
from the converſation of the ſea officers, two 
" | great 
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A: D. great French fleets/ were expected home 3 that 


1757" at this ſeaſon of the year, ſo near the equinox, 

. « ſuch weſterly winds, were to be apprehended; as 
1 +. might, detain. the fleet there many weeks ; that 
| the foundation, upon which the reſolution of 


was, that it might be done during the neceſſary 
« : wings the fleet in the demolition of the 
fort of Aix, and thereupon e to be 


«6 Ian of the works of the Ille of Als was com- 
pleated that very day, and that the wind was 

« then fair for the fleet to return; add to this, 

ac that the time limited by his Majeſty's, inſtruc- 
tions was now expired, and that, the time was 

1 not prolonged by Mr. Pirr's letter, which al- 

10 lowed us only to compleat ſuch $44 ok as 

< we had already begun. 

Upon all theſe conſiderations, not thinking 

C it a meaſure either adviſeable or juſtifiable in us 

to take upon ourſelyes the conſequences, of de- 

* taining the fleet any longer in thoſe parts, we 

*© came unanimouſly into the Admiral's ome 

of returning to England. 

. In the mean time Sir Edward a . EP 
by Sir the agent for the tranſports to direct them to follow 
Hawke for * When Sir Edward Hawke had received an [anſwer from 
— the land officers, ** That they were all agreed to return di- 
rectly to Restes, ” he ſent a letter to Mr. Pix r, which con- 
cludes with—* It was the daiſy expettation of their undertaking 
ſomething, which induced me to liay here ſo long: As I have 
got their-final-zeſalution, I ſhall fail for England to-morrow 
. morning,” | | 7 tf 


the council of war upon the 28th, was taken, 
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his gal} and chat no troops ſhould-diſembark A. P. 
vithour further orders. And all the ſhips of Vies 


Admiral Knowles's diviſton came down from be- 


fore Alx into the open road: On the goth the 
fort of Aix was blown up and in flames: and on 
the 1ſt of October the whole fleet got under ſail, 
and returned to England, without making any at- 


lenpt to land on the coaft of France,” 


. oy A} » F 15 . 8 Ani Y 161455 321 4 
Eight mortars of 14 inches, and 30 pieces of can 


4 


* 


4 
® 4 


found in the fort, I. e. 16 eighteen pounders, and 14 fourteen 


pounders. ̃ 2 | i 
The London Gazette, of the th of October; has this par- 
ticular article in the account of the expedition. On the 29th 


of Sept. the reſolution was taken to return. to England with | 


« the troops, no attempt having been made to land on the coaft of 


« France.” Aud Admiral Hawke's letter of advice concerning 


this ſervice in Baſque road, and his reſolution to return home, 


relates, That having maturely | conſidered the report of the 
oficers he had ſent to reconnoitre and found the colt, he was 
of opinion they might land: that Sir John Mordaunt deſired 


a council of war to conſider of it; that then it was granted by 
erery body, that the landing could be effected: that in conh- 
dence of their judgment, and knowledge of their own profeſ- 
bon, the ſea officers aſſented to their reaſons for not proceeding 
to attempt taking Rochefort by eſcalade.— It was, ſays he, the 
daily expectation of their undertaking ſomething, that induced 
me to ftay here ſo long. Though before I came here, this 
place was repreſented, as very difficult of acceſs, and ſo nar- 
tow, that ſhips could not lie in ſafety from the forts"; nay, the 
pilots made many baulks, ſays he, before we came in: yet I 
ind it a ſafe, ſpacious road, in which all the navy of England, 
merchant ſhips included, may ride without the leaſt annoy- 
ance ; and that a ſquadron may, at any time, by laying here, 
prevent any armament fram- Rochefort, and ruin all the 
French trade to Rhee, Oleron, or the continent, within theſe 

Vou. II. Y | iſlands, 
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at home. 
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Words can't expreſs the murmurings of the na- 
tion, when they heard that a fleet and army, which 
had coſt them, in this expedition, almoſt a million 


of money, and had thrown the French miniſtry, 


as well as their coaſt, into the utmoſt confuſion, 
was returned without making one actual attempt 
towards executing the King's orders, except in that 
hour's work, in the reduction of the little iſand 
of Aix and its fortifications. 

The country exclaimed againſt the command. 
ers, and cried aloud for juſtice on the delinquents, 
The officers in defence source to throw the 
blame upon the miniſtry, or at leaſt upon the in- 
judiciouſneſs of the plan given them to execute; 
and upon the variety of incidents, that concurted 
towards their diſappointment. And each of theſe 


| accuſations and allegations being ſupported: by 


Enquiry 
appointed, 


ſtrong preſumptions or undoubted facts, his Ma- 
jeſty, to prevent any applications to him from his 
ſubjects in their incorporate capacities, or other- 
wiſe by way of addreſs, did nominate and appoint, 


His Grace Charles, Duke of Marlborough, Lieu | 


tenant General, Lord George Sackville, and John 
Waldegrave, Major Generals, to examine and 
enquire, and to make their report concerning the 


S{dands. And then concludes, I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, l 


have diſcharged my duty to my King and country with fide- 
lity, diligence, and integrity, and wiſh more could have been 
done for the good of the ſervice. The pilot of che Magna - 
vime has behaved like a man of bravery and * and as ſuch 
e org ee eee 50 


cauſes 
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Rochefort . "of 15H {2003 33 by * 93 e 


The board met on — — of November 1755. T The — 


and having ordered the papers containing all the 
orders and ĩnſtructions, which appeared to have 
been ſignified to the commanders of the late ex- 
pedition, to be read, they examined witneſſes" in 
regard to their authenticity and contents; under 
which examination there came out a very particu- 
lar circumſtance relating to the minutes of the 
council of war, on board the Ramillies, in Baſque: 
wad, on the 28th of September. For, General: 
Motdaunt begged leave to obſetve, that the mis" 
oY there | rey were taken down without 
the — 5 of rhe perſons who compoſed the. 
ſud council of nud never ſeen by the gentle - 
men, ho Rad ſubſcribed them. Vice Admiral 
Knowles went father, and dflasowed theſe mi- 
nutes entirely 3 and ſaid he never ſlaw them till 
they dere ſhewn do him after his arrival in Lone. 
don; and that he did tecollect, that there Was a 
poſmtive determination, that no minutes ſhould be 
taken, but that the informations only of the Pet. 
ſons examined ſhould be noted down : which ex- 
aminations he never heard read. This was Cong, 
firmed almoſt literally by Major General Conway, 
Major General Edward Cornwallis, and Colonel 
Geo, Howard. But Rear Admiral Broderick faid, 


% This me of enquiry was Aged on iſt Norembet 
1757, and directed io Thomas Morgan, Eſq; Judge Advocate, 
Ceneral of his Majeſty's forces, or to his deputy. 


| p 4), f that 
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A. P. that he did obſerve minutes taken, that he did 


1757. 

; to it, and that he never ſaw thoſe minutes”; : 
be 1:1] ;mgyof to d: ? RO Sieg | 
4 . i 1 | The 


n 
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6 oke to the proper office, 
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T HE council in order ta determine — the = lead. 
ing to, and up to the mouth of Yo river Charante were 


1 and capable of being tacked y land, | Proceeded and 
examined, 3 al 


"x, Eieutenant Cloner Wolfe, who declared, that Be wis 
of opinion, that fort Fouras was nota ſtroug place, ſeetoinply 


principally fortified towards the fea : that he had ſeen pebple 
at work on the land fide; that the taking of the barbette. bat- 
tery near it, would be of great uſe in taking t the fort, provided. 
there was proper ammunition for that purpote 3 and that Four 
ras muſt be taken by artillery br . 0 8 
, Lientenant Colonel Cietks tag etegeld make ts kia 
of judgment of fort Fomas, on the land de, hy the help of 
«.mleiope 3 the ear method he ha, err beard of alen 
og It. 
bs 3. A French priſoner aid, fort” Furs x a circular fort: 
an en th b of it towatds the Lund, when he faw it 
three years ago : that it mounted 44 pieces of cannon” towards 
the ſea. and had embraiſeres for guns towards the land: that 
fort Ja Pointe is like Fouras circular, ang mounts 22 pieces of 
cannon, and has à wall on the eaſt fide towards the land, like 
that of Fouras : that the landing in the bay of Chatelaillon is 


the beſt landing of any place here; and that when landed, 


and you get upon the Rochefott road, it is a fine open coun- 
try: that on Friday morning, the 254 laſt. he was at fort Fou- 
ras ; that there were but 22 or 24 guns in it, and not above 
50 men of all kinds, That there are much about the ſame 
number of guns in fort la Pointe, and that both forts are in- 
_ cloſed by a wall, in much the ſame manner towards the land. 

The council having conſidered the evidence, Sir John Mor- 

daunt declared his opinion, that ſomething farther ſhould be 


attempted, and that he would give his orders accordingly that 
moment, 


cs. eo. kw i» => of oa FF. WH, 5” 
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offering to give ie commiſſioners any information 80 
eme | 


moment, if any, meaning the general, officers of the wen. 
would fay it was ad viſeableQ. 


Vice Admiral Knowles declared, . bs Nee treu 4 
hght from the pan n. OO In. | 


Mejor General Conway, declared for the ance aa 


his own opinion, without regard, to evidence. 


Sir Edward Hawke, appealing to every member of the 


council for the truth of what he ſaid,” declared that he Was 


now. of the ſame opinion, which he had given both before and 


at the council of war of the 25th, That abe landing could be 
Hdd: That the troops ought to be landed for ſome farther 
attempt, which was alone matter of conſideration wich 


general officers of the troops, he not taking upon him to be | 


2 judge of land operations, but would from | a confidence in 
their abilities, and ſaill in their own profeſſion, readuly aſſent 
to any reſolution they ſbould come to, and aſſiſt them to the 
utmoſt of his power. This being ſettled, n 
ir John Mordaunt, Vice Admiral Knowles, Reap A 
Broderick, and Captain Rodney withdrew. 

The council of war being re-aflembled, ee 
pat; w whether. it was adviſeable to land the troops, to attack 
the ae n 19 add upan * 1 r 


rante ? 


{ 3 ; 4 
Yes. apart DRY 
7 Hod wee Cornwallis, but he Wie 
deten,  acquieſced with themajorky, 
To+letnide © ene en, 09 FD Free” +, 
Conway * 11944 ST” Ern « => Ts 
eons... ee gene; ee, 
2 Mordaunt . , 15 ap of : age Fong 4 
Hawke. + 


N. B. This 1 the * condi of wk of which it was er. 
wards ſaid, that it had been agreed to take no minutes. 


13 Sir 
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A. D. Sir John Mordaunt, us commander in chief” of the 
*757* land forces was called upon to ſhew the' reaſons, 
which prevented him from carrying his Mejeſty! 
ng inſtructions and orders i into execution. To which 
realons for he Teplied by delivering a narrative of his whole 
1 lun n= conduct from beginning to end. Which * was in 
cuftions. ſubſlance, what has been already related. 
In the examination of Sir Joht's durfte the 
comtmiſffioners hit ppon a paſſage, which aſſigns 
| this_as a reaſon why the troops were not Janged 
A Contra. in the night of the 28th of September, . Becauſe 
bie de. tit would be day, before the firſt - embarkatiot 
fepce. 4 cguld get a-ſhore ;” "i whereas in Rear Admira 
Broderick's letter to Sir Edward Hawke it is faid, 
That the generals were come to a reſolution, nat 
4 to land to-night, but to wait till day-light, 
Awhin they can have a full view of the ground, 
here they are to land.“ Which ſecming con- 


trichckſon occaſioned a deal of altercation. Hoy- 
ever Admiral Broderick perſiſted, in the trurh of 
the letter; that he did give the letter to Sir John, 
and that Sir John did read it, and approve of it, 
before it was ſeſit in his name to Sir Edw. Hawke. 
How re- But Major-General Conway endeavoured to recon- 
Foncited, | cile the paſſages, by ſay ing, that he conceived Sir 
John's, meaning Was, that he would have the 
ground viewed in the morning, in order to em- 
bark next night; and then, after aſking many 
queſtions concerning Aix, Fort Fouras, the practi- 
cability of landing, the ſtrength of Rochefort and 
the informations received from priſoners concern- 


ing. chat town, they declined all further progzed- 


ings. EN 
3 When 
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When the examination was finiſhed, Sir John 4. D. 
Mordaunt addreſſed himſelf to the board, as fol · 
L 8 H- er om p grams! 

A M een of _ done my arnioſt, to Sir j. Mor- 


" daunt's ad- 


the beſt of my judgment, for his Majeſty's 9.7, to the 


ſervice, in the conduct of this expedition: and I board. 
have ſubmitted myſelf voluntarily and readily to 

this examination. I deſire no favour or partia- 

lity, and I know I ſhall have the moſt exact juſtice | 

in the report this honourable board will make. 

I apprehend: that an enquiry into the whole 
ande of an expedition, without any accuſation 
formed, or any charge laid, is a proceeding not 
quite common; and however free from guilt a 
man may feel himſelf, there are few, wh . 
ſtand: ſo ſtrict an examination. 

* There is nothing but the high bee base | 
both of the juſtice and candour of this 3 
could make me eaſy in ſuch a ſituation +17 

I therefore hope you will be indulgent to „ 
errors 3. but I deſire no mercy for guilt or known 
diſobedience, and with theſe nen T 1 
myſelf to the court. O05 ee 
N ona. Uo viotsd uo 5 (11 18 

The board did then report to his ye T hat The report 
i appeared x0 the, a8 one cauſe of the expedi- ry b 
tion having failed, „the not attacking Fort Fou- Ee 
ras by ſea, at the ſame time that it would have N 
been attacked by land That another cauſe 
was conceived by them to have been; that inſtead 
ame when the report was re- ; 

FT 4 ceived * 


3 88 
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| AD, ceived on the 44th of September from Rear-Adtni. f 
7% ral Broderick, and the captains ſent with him, ts | 


ſound and reconnoitre, a council of war was held 
on the 25th; in which it was unanimouſly reſolved | 


not #0 land, as the attempt upon Rochefbrt was 
neither ad viſeable nor pratticable: becauſe it did 
not appear to the board, that there were then, or 
at any time afterwards, either a body of troops 
or batteries on the ſhofe | ſufficient to have pre- 
vented the attempting a deſeent, in purſuance of 
the inſtructions ſigned by his Majeſty. Neither 
did it appear to them that there were any ſufficient 
reaſons to induce the council of war to believe, 
that Rochefort was ſo far changed in reſpect of 
its ſtrength, or poſture of defence, ſince the ex- 
pedition was firſt reſolved on in England, as to 
prevent all atiempts of an attack upon that place, 
in order to burn, and deſtroy the docks, maga- 
Zines, arſenals and ſhipping, in obedience to his 
Majeſty's commands. That they thought them- 
ſelyes/ obliged to remark upos the council of war 
ef the a8th of September, that uo reaſon could 
have exiſted ſufficient to prevent the attempt of 
landing the troops previous to that day, as the 
council then unanimouſly reſolved to land with 
all poſſible diſpatch-+ and: that they further ob- 
ferved, that after it had been unanimouſly reſolved 
to land, in the council of war of the 28th, the | 
reſolution was taken of returning to England, | 
without any regular or general meeting of the 
faid council ; and that they iooked upon the ex- 


kale to have Failed: from the time the great ob- i 
\ | ject 


4 
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the 25th. -: | | 1% 
This . 3 well ad du i Does not 


Majeſty, did not anſwer. the intention either of mi 
acquitting the general, or of appeaſing the na; the people. 


tion: but was productive of more public altetca- 
tions. Some of which endeavoured to juſtify the 
impracticability of the expedition-planz and to 
throw the whole, blame of its failure upon the 
Right Honourable Gentleman then at the head of 
the miniſtry, Others as ſtrenvoully inſiſted upon 
its practicability, and without fixing the blame 
on any particular perſon or perſons, advanced 
ſhrewd reaſons to ſuſpect a ſecret calle tor on 185 | 
jure of this ſecret expedition. 


A right honourable author deigned to enter writers in 


the liſts amongſt the firſt claſs; and, with promiſes 


not to deceive, and that he would write nothing, officers. 


but the moſt exact truth, begins with a ſheer at 
the ſtrength and ſecreſy of this expedition, and 
at the expectations of thoſe, who placed any hopes 4 
of advantage in its effects. An expedition, as 
he expreſſes” it, prepared with ſo much oſten- 
E tation of force, whilſt its deſtination was kept 
4% ſo profound a ſecret, and on which the perhaps 
« gover-raiſed expectation of many ſeemed to reſt 
the very iffue of the war.” To back this he 
inſinvates, that it was pretty clear, long enough 
A 1 82 it was — nene en 
Aue 
+ Candid reflections on the report (as andes by auho- 
rity) of the general officers, &c. | 
coaſt 
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coaſt of France, and, conſequently, that France 
could not be ſuppoſed ſo. neglectful, as. to leave 


Rochefort entirely out of their general plan of 


defence upon that coaſt, — enen 
ene eee eee eee | 


le then collects the various opinions: paſt by 


| the public, on the diſgraceful return of ſo power. 


ful an armament, without effecting any thing 


anſwerable to the hopes or deſigns of its outſet. 


Attempt to The greater part of the nation vented. their re- 


caſt the 
blame on 


ſentment on the commanders in this vpſucceſsful 


Mr, PITT. expedition, as the readieſt objects. Another, by 


far leſs numerous part, did juſtice to the good in- 
tention, but que ſtioned whether . the projectors 


had ſufficient ground af knowledge or information 


to. warrant the undertaking. Some, merely guided 


by private attachments, or prejudices in favour of 


the projectors, or, atleaſt, of the principal pro- 


moter of this attempt, extolled ĩt to the ſkies, ad- 
mired the activity of the new miniſter, that made 
ſo glorious a contraſt for him to the paſt indo- 
lence and inaction of. his predeceſſors; not without 
throwing out ſhrewd. hints of the envy of ſome, 
who had, oppoſed his riſe to power, having been 
carried to ſuch treaſonable lengths, as ſecretly to 
have thwarted and countermined his operations. 
On the other hand, others, perhaps influenced by 
conſiderations of the like private nature by pique, 
prejudice, or even that envy, of Which they 
were accuſed, treated, or affected to treat, the 


Whole plan as chimerical, crude and indigeſted, 


both in * projection and appointment of the: 


54:03 EXCcu- 
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execution, from white no better, nor other ſucceſs A. D. 
could be expected than what befel it. Some over - 


refined politicians pretended to diſcover in the 
combination a tenderneſs for Hanover, or at 
leaſt a connexion with the convention of Stade. 
But all ranks united in a general diſſatisfaction at 
this enterpriſe having either been ſo weakly pro- 


jected, as not to ſuffer even an attempt to execure 


it; or at the defect of the execution itſel.. 


It is plain the fault was ſomewhere; and to Remarke 


diſcover where, the enquiry was appointed under 


on the. 
board 


ſuch officers, as were at the head of the military enquiry. 


profeſſion. However this royal commiſſion, and 
the characters of the officers, that filled the board, 


could not eſcape the cenſure of the advocates for 


the commander in chief; who commended him 


for thinking himſelf at liberty to call it a proceed. 
ing not quite common, and laying him under ſeveral 


diſadvantages in caſe he n be W. to 


trial. ' . 


The ;mpraicability of this expedition was cup: The infor- 


ported by an attempt to prejudice Colonel Wil- 


mation of 
Captain 


liam Clerk in the opinion of the people, as ca- Clerk 


pable of giving a partial evidence in favour of the 
information he had given, upon which the plan 
was originally formed; or to create a belief that 
the ſtate of Rochefort was greatly changed ſince 
he had made his obſervations on that town, for- 
tifications, &c. For this purpoſe the French 
King's regular forces, which, by the memorial 
laid before the cabinet, did not amount to 
200, ooo, were mounted up to 300,000 regulars 

in 


queſtioned. 
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. D. in pay: The thirty thouſand men ſtationed 40 
75 guard the coaſt from Calais to Bayonne incluſive, 
were augmented. with 100, ooo militia - men, kept 
up in conſtant training, within that compaſs: the 
ſtrength of Rochefort was magnified ſo much 25 
to bid defiance to a ſudden inſult; as if it could 


be readily ſupplied from neighbouring garriſons 
with a numerous militia ; and might be put in a 


Troops, that ſhould appear before it; eſpecially 

unprovided with ſtores and materials for a 2 
aaſſault, and ſituate up a river unnavigable for 

veſſels of burden, 141 

Impracti- It was further urged, that. Fort Fouras moſt 

bed, have been firſt taken, before the reduction of Roche- 

fort could be attempted: But that Fouras is un- 

expugnable by our ſhipping, that the coaſt in 

Chatelaillon - Bay was covered with ſoldiers con- 

.cealed behind ſand- banks: that the information 

of the firſt ſuggeſter of the undertaking was de- 

fective: that none but the French could have 

Vwoiſned that our armament had proceeded: further 

io the execution of its miſſion: that not a ſoul 

on board knew half the requiſites to be known be- 

tore any execution could he proceeded to, or even 

rightly planned; and at the ſame time, that it 


be lamented chat fa gallant a fleet had not been 
fitted out earlier againſt Cape Breton : as the infi- 
nite enen of America, 154 the actual fitua- 
: r ce. 07 q# tune 519% © tion 


condition of laughing at almoſt any number of 


was. no fault of theirs (the commanders) that they 
did not Kno them. And therefore that it might 
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tion of things there _— waters ſyck-2de- 2 
ciſise meaſure. Yr Mili 
Hence it was ſaid, 0 the e had Comman- 
been acquitted with ſo much honour! by the Board nende för 
of Enquiry, that there was not @ word in heir e 
report, but what they might ever glpry in av] to land., 
ing and ſubſcribing to: that the not attacking "bY 
Fouras by ſea, at the fame time that it ſhould be 
attacked by land, was ta be laid to the charge of 
Thierry the pilot: at leaſt, that in this the com- 
manders were in ho fault; nor in their reſolution 
of the 2 gth, not ta land; becauſe the nature of 
the errand they were fent upon, and the impoſſi- 
dility of its execution, were already plain enough; 
and though they might not ſee: any troops, nor 
barterles on ſhore, it could not be ſuppoſed than 
there were not both, and ſufficient to cut off uůrrn 
men, as they landed diviſiom by divifidn. And 
that from the premiſes it was eaſy to diſcern, whe- 
ther the failure was impatable to the original ſia 
of inſufficiency in the project irſelf, or to the per- 
ſons eommiſſioned to carry it into execution; 
whether all the requiſites of knowledge were 
duly obtained before the diſpatch in the arma- 
ment, or whether a ſet of gentlemen, of unat - 
tainted characters, and truſted with the arms of 
their country, could be ſo groſly wanting to its 
honour, and to their own, as to return back with 
ſo bad a grace, if a better knowledge, and a per- 
ſonal view of things had not forced them to it, 
with a regret they rendered but too; apparent, by 
OY in it ſo much beyond the bounds of 


their 


4 
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b. their duty, that one would have thought them 
1737* willing to prefer the bare opinion of others at a 
diſtanoe, to their own n r nn 
nition on the ſpat- R ft ivr bon tuman gan, 

Fn to + To this ruſtiication ares, 9 That the 
this de-| unpromiſing prognoſticatious of this expedition, 
and the ſuſpicions and inſinuations about a ten- 
derneſs for Hanover were made and ſpread by a 

ſet of men, as obſerved before, not famous for 

their extenſive knowledge, and who, by theit 
private intrigues and cabals, had, a few months 

ago, thrown the affairs of the King and kingdom 

into ſo much confuſion; hoping, by the | fame in- 
fluence, by which they had put a ſtop to all pub · 

he buſineſs; at that time, to blaſt the expedition 

To whom alſo. That a plan, (whoever projected it) ap- 


the cauſe of 
the miſcar- proved, on the utmoſt : deliberation; by his Ma- 


— jeſty, and unanimouſly approved on by his ca» 
binet-· council; undertaken on a full examination 
of facts by the generals to be employed; without 

Obſerva- proteſt or remonſtrance; approved and deſited by 

the plan, the King of Pruſſia”, and prepared under the im- 
mediate inſpection of Sir John Ligonier, com- 
mander in chief of the King's forces, could not be 

a project ſo totally repugnant to common ſenſe, and 
impracticable, as the advocates for the commanders: 
therein choſe to repreſent it. As to the inſinua · 


* 


t In the expedition againſt Rochefort fully . Rated and « con- 
fidered, &c. by a country gentleman, the * 1 Tho- 
mas Potter, Eſq; 


On page 303. | 
As appears in the Enquiry, p. 20. 


tion 
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tion about the illegality or uncommonneſs of the 3+ P. 
proceeding againſt Sir John, by way of enquiry, it 1757 
was obſerved, That this was not the firſt, inſtitution On the 


ard of 
of a board of e n, for the purpoſe. ere 


. 


took place under the. — of his Royal High- 

neſs William, Duke of Cumberland, at chat time 
commander in chief of the Britiſh forces: and that 
an officer was judged, condemned, and ruined bn 
ſuch a board of enquiry, without any other trial. 
But that, if ever ſuch an enquiry was right ang 
proper, it was ſo in the preſent caſe, where the 

parties had combined in an agreement upon a 

total ſuppreſſion of evidence. For, in the very 

council of war, which unanimouſly reſolved to do 
nothing, far from a deſire to ſtate the evidence, 

on which they proceeded, and their reſpective 

opinions upon that evidence, (which, one, ſhould 

think natural to every one, who is ſolicitous for his 

honour and juſtification,), the firſt thing reſolved 

upon was, to take no minutes of opinions ; and that 

even the informations of the perſons, examined 
ſhould not ſtand part of the minutes, fo as to be 
tranſmitted to any perſon.*, 

It having been inſinuated ironically, that the * 
great officers, who were appointed for this en- — v5 y 
quiry, were not the beſt qualified for ſuch an im- Mr. Prrr. 
portant ſervice, it was retorted, that they could 
not be of Mr. P1TT's recommendation, conſider- 


ing the known and declared friendſhips, con- 


= See . page 10, and the note on page 340. 
3 nections 


: 
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A. P. gectiens and attachments of the majority of them; 
wr: who maſt certainly had no partiality in favour of 
” 3 againſt thoſe, who ought to have 
executed the plan of the expedition. 

As to the moltiplying of the military forces on 

thianbkll of aner! they were fo far from amount- 

ing ts about - 100,000 regulars, beſides 100,000 
Only 4000 Militia, that there were but 4000 regulars, 
regula's 3 at the time our feet came upon the coaſt, for the 
and on that defence ef all the garriſons and out-works in and 
near port l Orient, la Rochelle and Rochefort; and 
me ſmaller diviſion of theſe was at Rochefort. It 
in tfug'there was à marſhal of France to command 
dis petty corps. But it is alſo as true (in the ac- 


eounits given by rhe French themſelves) that the 


old martial confidered all as loft, the moment 


the attack was pointed at Rochefort; and he was 
o far from making difpofftions to diſpute the land- 
ing of out troops, that he ſpent his 11 955 in tears, 

and in wricing expteſſes to his court. 
dls It was obſerved, That the commanders could 
main ex- not take any refuge under the definition of a coup 
plancd. 2 main: which does not only mean a ſurpriſe, 
and that the whole proſpect of ſucceſs muſt be 
given up, where the opportunity of a ſurpriſe 
ſhall be loft : but that it includes every other way 
of attack, except by open trenches and erecting 
batteries ; as properly explained in the advice de- 
, livered by Sir John Ligonier to Sir John Mor- 
daunt “; It may perhaps, _ he, ſucceed beſo 


See Enquiry, p. 22. 5 ; 
« af 
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« oreat hurry, ſurpriſe and conſternation, at ſuch 


an unexpected viſit, and not have time to make 


« his, diſpoſitions. But if that is not thought 
« proper, it (the coup de main) may ſuctted\as well 


after #he place bas been thoroughly reconnoitred, 
and you have fixed the ſpots, where you de- 


„ ſign to maße dhe greateſt efforts: and if the 


339 
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« enemy ſee any preparations for a regular — 


« they will leſs expect a;coup.de main, &c. “. 


From hence it was inferred; That, if Sie gehn Remarks | 


Mordaunt really thought Sit John Ligonier to be 


on Sir John 
Liner 8 


a man of that experience in the art of war, which letter. 


he deſcribes him to be: if he really meant to guide 


himſelf. by the whole of his advice in the execu - 
tion of the plan, and not to excuſe himſelf, only 


by ſelecting certain parts of it from others, which 
were explanatory, and with uhich they were cons 
nected, how came he ſo tatally to have forgot 
this part of it, which, if any doubt had ſubſiſted, 
would have explained what was intended by a 
coup de main; and to have remembered only the 
recommendation to ſecure a communication for a 


retreat: not ſhewing the neceſſity of Fort Fouras 


being taken before the troops were landed, in order 
to ſecure a retreat; but ſuch a retreat, as could be 
ſecured after they were landed: Suppoſing, 


« ſays Sir John Ligonier, the troops landed, it 


e mult be left to the conſideration of the generals, 
whether they ſhould not march, with proper 


precautions, direly to Rochefort, to prevent 
any ſuccours-being thrown into the place, at 


Yor. II. 3 . 
18 a 


— 
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D. „ the ſame time that the marines ſh6uld be em- 
t ployed for making a good intrenchment for the 


1757. 


« ſecurity of the ſtores to be landed from time 


„to time, as well as — yt 


cc. ceſſity. ann 
Impropiie. It was thought avery inſufficient means, to wipe 
ty of ad- off any imputations, to attempt to in validate the 
— evidence and opinion of Colonel Clerk; becauſe 
evidence. it was upon his repreſentation that the expedition 
againſt Rochefort was thought of; as if he was 
bound in honour to ſupport his own plan; and 
— when the very officets, of whom the council of war 
1 ed, were admitted to give teſtimony in 
the cauſe, in which" they were the very parties to 
be tried, in caſe of a general miſconduct. 
ron Fou. As to the practicability of taking Fort Fouras, 
5 . the argument ran high in oppoſition to thoſe, 
who: voted againſt the attempt in the council of 
war. It was taken for granted, that the French, 
in matters of defence, would conduct themſelves 
on principles ſimilar to thoſe, which are adopted 
by the reſt of mankind: and that, of the build- 
ing a fort, it is built either to defend or offend. 
Thus Fouras was weak to the land, it ſtood at 
the water's edge, to guard the channel; it ſtood 
even on a bank, which ran into the water with twen- 
ty · four embraſſures to the water - ſide *. There- 
fore its uſe was to guard not a ſand- bank, over 


which ſcarce a Thames wherry could paſs, if ſome | 


accounts ſhould be admitted ; but a channel fit for 


See Enquiry, page 30. 


large 
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large ſhips. If it had ſo many guns, what could 
be their uſe, if a ſhip could not come up within 
gun-ſhot ? So. that according to Admiral Ks 


there was no channel at all; or it lay out of gun- 
ſhot of the fort. It was further obſerved; Fhat 


though the yice-admiral's maſter found no more 
than ſix feet water at high water, and a bomb- 
ketch, which drew but eleven feet water, went 
aground, at near three miles diſtance; the Co- 


this delay and hazard to the ſhips, that admiral 
thought fit to ſound and try the depth of water at 
a diſtance. from the fort, where no cannon could 
ach; and there is not one ſingle proof given of 
an attempt to find. the depth of water near the 
ſhore, and within gun-ſhot of the fort. 

That there was a narrow channel, near the 


ſhore, is, therefore, inconteſtible from the cir- 


cumſtance of the caſe: and it is demonſtrable from 
the evidence of the French fiſherman Bonneau, 
who knew it well, navigated. it, and was examined 
by General Conway, &c. * who vouched four fa- 
thom (viz, twenty-four feet) water at half can- 


non ſhot from Fort Fouras; ſufficient water for a. 


ſixty gun ſhip. Beſides, when the public were 
acquainted not only with the teſtimony of the pi- 
lot Thierry, confirmed by Bonneau, but with Cap- 
tain Colby's offer to carry the Princeſs Amelia 

up to Fouras, they could not help thinking that 


« See Enquiry, p. 53. „ Ibid. p. 30. 
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ventry frigate did the ſame farther out, and the 
Barfleur at a ſtill greater diſtance; yet after all 


Z 2 there 
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Theſe and many more bende see re- 


martial ap- fexions were made on the conduct of thoſe, who 


were entruſted with the execution of this ſecret 
expedition againſt Rochefort, and demanded a 
more ſatisfactory proceeding to come at the cauſe 
of this extraordinary diſappointment to the na- 
tion in general. Nothing but a public trial could 
ſatisfy the people. And it is thought that Sir 
John Mordaunt was no leſs ſolicitous for a court- 
martial, as the only method to eſtabliſh his own 
reputation with his countrymen. Accordingly 
his Majeſty iſſued his warrant for that purpoſe on 
the third of December; in which court he, Sir 
John, was s charged with «ann; woos to his Ma- 


© This; court confiſted of nine lieutenant generals, nine 
major generals and three colonels: viz, Lieut. Gen. James, 
Lord Tyrawly, preſident. Lieut. Gen. Charles Lord Cado- 
gan—Lieut. Gen. John Guiſe—Lieut, Gen. Richard Onfloy 
Lieut. Gen. Henry Pulteney— Lieut. Gen. Sir Charles 
Howard=Lieat. Gen. Jobn Huſke—Lient. Gen. John Lord 
Delaware—Lieut. Gen. James Cholmondeley—Major Gen. 
Maurice Bockland--Major-Gen. William Earl of Panmure— 
Major Gen. William Earl of Ancram—Major Gen. William 
Earl of Harrington— Major Gen. George Earl of Albemarle 
Major Gen. Henry Holmes—Major Gen. Alexander Dury 
Major Gen. John Moſtyn—Major Gen. Edward Carr— 
Colonel William Kingſley Colonel Alexander Duroure— 
Colonel Bennet Noel Charles Gould, Deputy Judge Advo- 
cate General. Who aſſembled in the council chamber at 
Whitehall, on the 14th of December, and continued, by 

ſeveral adjournments, to the 2oth of December 1757. 
* Fes 


3 


10 YE] UA DTEAW AR: 
jeſty's orders and inſtructions. But there being 
no other . evidences heard on this trial, than had 
been admitted at the board of enquiry, except Ad- 
miral Hawke's depoſition ; and they all by mem. 
bers of the council of war, under whoſe reſolu- 
tions Sir John pleaded authority or advice for his 
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conduct, he was acquitted, after a defence, that 


differed in no eſſential point from the former. 


The court unanimouſly found him not guilty of Acquits W 


Sir John 


the charge exhibited againſt him, and did thete- Mordaunt. 
fore acquit him. But the opinion of the public How re- 


remained unaltered; who, on this occaſion, could 
not forbear throwing out ſome bitter ſpeeches 
againſt the contraſt, which they pretended to dif- 
cover between the leniry of this ſentence and the 
rigour of that paſſed upon the- unfortunate ad- 
miral, who was fo ſeverely treated by the popu- 


ceived 


the public. 


Jace, and condemned and executed for. not doing 


all that was in his power to do; or for not at- 


. tempting to relieve Fort St. Philip, and for not 


fighting the French, who had got the heels of 
him, and would not ſtay and give him the oppor» 
tunity to do all in his power to do on that occa- 


fion: and they codld not even help ſuſpecting 


ſome ſecret cauſe for the failure of this expedition, 


from the unprecedented meaſures taken by ſome 
of the courtiers, to prevent a parliamentary en- parlia- 


quiry, which was the intention of the new mi- 


— 4 


niſtry, to ſift out the true cauſe. When the city how 


of London was preparing to addreſs his Majeſty 
for this purpoſe, they were ſtopt by a meſſage 
from the King, ſent to the Lord Mayor, by Wil- 


2 3 lam 


358 Tuz GENERAL HISTORY or 
A. D. liam Blair, Eſq; one of the clerks: of the privy 
this council, to acquaint him that he had given proper 
directions for an enquiry to be forthwith made into 
the behaviour of the commanding officers of the 
ſaid expedition, or to that effect, which cauſed the 
motion for an addroſs not to goon. 
The na- But, though the diſcontent of the nation did 
con acquit not appear in the leaſt to be appeaſed, they were 
_ niſter. far from aſcribing any blame to the miniſter, 
| They were fatisfied, that the ſecret expedition had 
been intended, and that it was well calculated, to 
annoy the enemy; to make him ſuſceptive of 
wounds upon his own coaſts; to ſtrike” terror 
and diſmay throughout all his ſubjects; to ener- 
vate and difpirit his arms, and to ſtrike at the 
root of his maritime power, without which France 
could not poſſibly maintain a war, to the prejudice 
of England; and further they pleaſed themſelves 
with the hopes, that it would conduce greatly to 
wipe off the diſgrace of our late miſconduct and 
miſcarriages, and ſtimulate the Britiſh nation to 
exert their natural ſtrength, and retrieve their an- 
tient glory. „ 10 "ore 4 
What ef. Theſe motives and expectations were certainly 
fects this fruſttated in ſome» meaſure. + Yet the powers of 
"gy wes) Europe intereſted in the ſea, could diſcover by this 
3 of ſpecimen of the new miniſter's abilities, his ſpirit, 
And penetrate! into the deſigns of his meaſures. 
e They, from this moment, began to look upon 
the Btitiſn councils with more care and circum- 
ſpection; when they ſaw» a man placed my 


oy 
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head of, and giving directions to, a warlike people, A. D. 
who admitted no other rule for his operations 37 
againſt their enemy, than conveniency. His new 
ſyſtem, reſolution and activity, convinced them, 
that he -would not be diſcouraged by the failure in 
his firſt attempt, however it had happened. Swe- 
den and Denmark thought it time to arm in de- 
fence of their commerce in the Baltic, and joined 
their maritime force for that purpoſe, to guard 
againſt a ſurprize in the north. We ſaw the Ita- 
lian ports taking the beſt meaſures in their power 
for their. own ſecurity. The very Dutch could 
not look upon theſe proceedings without a dread, 
that made them propoſe” an augmentation of their 
navy. As for France, our natural enemy, ſhe On France 
was not prepared to contend with a power, that BY 
braved every danger, had totally changed its 
ſyſtem, and was in a condition, and reſolved, to 
attack her with full vigour, What ſtruck our 
enemies with the greateſt conſternation and dread, 
they perceived that no failure in the execution 
was able to prejudice the nation againſt this mi- 
niſter 3 and, for the firſt time, ſaw a Britiſh mi- 
niſter, unanimouſly applauded for a meaſure that 
had miſcarried. Diviſion, the grand engine of 
the French ſyſtem of politicks, by which they had 
ſo often diſgraced us abroad, and diſtracted us at 
home, was healed. Popularity and the admini- 
ſtration were now united: a bulwark more im- 
pregnable than our arms, and ſo eſſential in a 
country like England, that a miniſter, unleſs he 
has the * and addreſs to gain it, can never 

| Z 4 at 


Taz GENERAL HIS TORX or 


20 wich thi ftrengrh, of the. whole dagen, var in. 


vigorate a true ſpirit in the. people. This ſhewed, 
the enemy that the ſpirit of che nation was rouzed 


from that ſtupid lethargy, in which it had conti - 


On Great 
Britain. 


nued for ſome years, and aſſured the Engliſh, that 
their confidence was not miſplaced, in a man of 
experience, integrity, and uninfluenced by lucra- 
tive and ambitious; views; ſteadily. purſuing their 
intereſts. and, happineſs, and eagerly ſnatching at 
every opportunity to complete their wiſhes, and 
to preſerve unanimity, as the only ſupport againſt 
an inſidious powerful enemy, and to execute the 
meaſures neceſſary to humble him with ſucceſs, 
Therefore, though the nation lamented the cauſe 


of their late diſcontent, they rejoiced in the ad- 
miniſtration of one, who had already made ſo great 


a change in the face of their affairs, and had 
alarmed all Europe with a ſample of thoſe great 
things, we are able to do with our natural ſtrength, 
They had, with too much reaſon, run away with 
a deſpicable opinion of our degenerate ſtrength; 
both in the cabinet and in the field: and now they 
perceived the antient ſpirit and military virtue of 


the people revive, to be once more the terror of 


the French. 

The accounts from other parts, abour this time, 
confirmed this opinion. Mr. PrrT, in the month 
of February, had intereſt enough to forward a 
ſquadron. to Jamaica, to cover our iſlands and 
trade in thoſe ſeas from the injuries and danger 
that threatened: them daily, by a ſuperiority of 
the French men of war in America. Admiral 

Coates, 


ew ae menge 


2 


HUR FORREST. 
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Coates, who commanded this PRs * 
tached Captain, Forreſt, with three frigates, to. 


cruiſe off cape Francois, which was the beſt ſta · 725 
* 
Weſt In- 
dies. 


tion to intercept the French trade to Europe, and 
to watch their naval deſigns. At that time M. 
Kerſaint, who had ſcoured the Engliſn ſettlements 


on the coaſt of Ghinen in November laſt, was 


then returned une lay in that harbour with four 
men of wars and upon the firſt notice of Captain 


Forreſt's4 appearance;/ the French commander 
{trengtiened this ſhips with an addition of ſailors 
and ſoldiers, und put to fea, to attac the Eng- 


liſh frigates. Captain Forreſt having deſeried the 
enemy, called his c captains” onboard: his own | 
ſhip, and ſaid, Geatlemen, you know your om 
3 and ſer chat of the enemy: mall we 

„gie them attle ? They, nah regarding the 


vaſt ſuperiofity of the French, anſyethd in-che-af- 
firmatin& Theiß ſaid he, fight chern we will; 
« there is n time ti be.loſt : return togourTthips, 
and get them vteatly for cngaging Ir was 
done with the! Mectneſs} Titty did not 
wait the attack im Meica ſtation but bore down 
upon the enemy wittr uncommon ſpirit, engaged 


them with the utmoſt fury for two hours and a 


half, in fight of the Cape, and obliged them to 


run back faſter than they had advanced, and to 


ſeek protection in their fortified harbour, where 
the ſmall fquadron, under Captain Forreſt, was 
forced to let them reſt, being obliged to turn 


4 See page 152, Vol. II. 
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to Jamaica to repair his ſhips. Which done, they 
immediately ſailed for the coaſt of Hiſpaniola; 
where he made up for their trouble and diſap- 


pointment on the laſt occaſion, by taking a fleet of 


an affairs 


nine Domingo men richly laden, with a ſingle 
ſhip. This was the firſt effect of Mr. Pirr's 


firſt adminiſtration, felt in the Weſt Indies. 


Faft Indi- 
Jamaica, Commodore Stevens was diſpatched with 


abo nt to 


another ſquadron to the Eaſt Indies, as related 


before. But it is not time to expect any account 


Captain 
Chail- 
laud's re- 


hef of Tri- 
sey. 


of the effects of that reinforcement, ordered to 


join the fleet under Admiral Watſon. Neverthe- 
leſs this year furniſheth a variety of actions both 


by ſea and land beyond the line. 


The French began very early in 1737, with an 
attempt to ſurpriſe Trichinopoly. M. d' Autueil 
was charged with this ſervice, who inveſted the 
place with nine hundred men in battalion, three 
or four thouſand Sepoys, about one hundred Eu- 
ropeans and Huſſars, and a much greater number 
of country horſe. Trichinopoly, at this juncture, 


was not in a condition of defence againſt ſuch a 


force, the greateſt part of the garriſon having 
marched under the command of Captain Chail- 
laud, who was then before Madura, a place about 
100 miles from Trichinopoly, and of great con- 
ſequence to the affairs of the company and their 


allies. However, matters were not conducted ſo 
_ privggely nd French, bur Captain — 


© On page 152. Vol. II. 
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was informed of their deſign, and by Fortes: A. D. 

| — with all his Europeans, and one thouſand n. 
of the beſt Sepoys, and four days proviſions in their 
knapſacks, he was fully reſolved to ſave the town 

at all events, knowing that it muſt be loſt with - 

out his aſſiſtance. On the other hand it was the 
intereſt of the French to be as watchful and re- 

ng to prevent his entrance into the town. 

For this purpoſe the French formed themſelves don 
in four diviſions, which formed a chain quite French ar- 
a- croſs the plain, over which it was expected Cap- me 
tain Chaillaud would be obliged to attempt a paſ- 
ſage; in the front of which their cavalry was ad- 
vanced, and divided into ſmall parties, to poſſeſs 
the roads and poſts all round; except the planta- 
tion grounds, which extended about nine miles 
to the weſtward of the town, and was ſo ſioughy “, 
that it was impoſſible to march over it without 
being above the knee in mud at each ſtep: and 
therefore deemed impaſſable for an army, and left 
unguarded. 

Captain Chaillaud, ſhowed by his folen of the March of 
enemy's diſpoſition, reſolved to take his rout” by os 5. 
this neglected and difficult way ; but with ſuch 
precaution, as to give no ſuſpicion of his in- 
tentions. He, to put it out of the power f 
ſpies or deſerters to betray his march, kept for- 
ward in the common great road, without the leaſt 


If Occafioned by the overflowing of the waters, which i is 1 


neceſſary part of IRA in theſe regions, and Magn 
which the rice will not grow... 


ws 4. appear- 
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p. appearance of his delign, till the cloſe of the even- 
757 ing, when he commanded his little army to wheel 


off towards the rice fields. They arrived on the 
plantations about ten that night; and after ſeven 
hours moſt fatiguing march, they got, unnoticed 
by the enemy, within cannon · ſnot of the fort, 
and were admitted undiſcovered ; the enemy's at- 


tention being drawn from that quarter, not only 
by its difficult acceſs, but by a detachment of 


two companies of Sepoys, whom the captain had 


Colonel 


" Forde's - 
unſucceſs- 


ordered to march in the common road, and to 
alarm the enemy on the other fide : which ſervice 


they effectually performed, and made their own 
retreat good through the woods, till they found 


an opportunity, next night, to get into the town, 
When the enemy were convinced of this reinforce- 


ment's ſafe arrival in the town, they were too well 
convinced of the impoſſibility of their being able 


to take it; and of the danger they ran in continu- 


ing expoſed in the field, to the enterpriſing genius 
of the brave commander, that was now in a con- 


| dition to atrack their camp. 


M. D'Auteuil therefore Wed to return hath 
his army to Pondicherry, Colonel Forde, who 


ful attempt was ordered by the government of Madraſs to re- 


on Vel- 


loure. 


duce the fort of Velloure*, which, as appre- 
dane its ger Nazeabulla Cawn had, or 


8 This town is twice as large as Madraſs. It has five gates, 
two large, and three ſmall, ſurrounded by a mud wall, very 
broad at the bottom, and about three feet thick on the top of 
the rampart; and by a dry ditch, except on the dorch hide, 


| which, in rainy ſeaſons, has water in it. 


intend- 
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deci other places and ports, A. D. 


Jonel battered that fort three days, and on the gti 
of May, he made a practicable breach, and began 
the aſſault at the break of day. Fifty Caffrees, led 
vp by Enſign Elliot at their head, marched with 
great reſalution to the foot of the breach, They 
were followed very cloſe by three companies (300) 
of Sepoys, till they came within ſixty yards of 
the breach; where they laid themſelves down in a 
ditch, and could not be prevailed upon to advance 
a ſtep: further: ſo that the Europeans, that did 
not exceed ioo, were obliged to march over them 
to the breach. This was executed with great in- 
trepidity; and having joined the Caffrees, they ad- 
vanced to the top of the breach; where they were 
received by the people in the fort ſo warmly, with 
pikes, fire - locks, clubs and ſtones, that it was 
impoſſible for ſuch a handful to force their way 
over; though they maintained the aſſault three 
quarters of an hour. Then the colonel, convinced 
that there could be nothing done with his force 
againſt ſo gallant a defence, deſerted alſo by the 
Sepoys, ordered a retreat; which. was conducted 
with ſuch good order, that not a man was hurt 
after they had left the attack. But in the action 
there were about forty Europeans killed and 
wounded, and about fifty Caffrees and Sepoys. 
They that were wounded, were rendered unfit for 
preſent ſervice: and there was ſcarce any one in 
the breach, that eſcaped bruiſes and contuſions. 


Several 


to the French, did not ſucceed fo well. The co. — 


| 366 Taz'GEN ERAL HISTORY « or 


A D. Several other actions happened, with variong 

757. ſucceſs. Our forces under Captain Polier, ſent 

e from Madraſs, reduced Outremulour, a fort poſ- 

tons. ſeſſed by the French; which he entered without 

reſiſtance: the French garriſon conſiſted only f 

| Captain notice of Captain Polier's march. But this con- 

Toer. (queſt was of a very ſhbrt duration. For, Cap- 

tain Polier leaving no more than forty Sepoys in 

garriſon, it was obliged ſoon after to ſubmit to a 

detachment of one hundred Europeans and To- 

paſſes, and 300 Sepoys, which | marched : againſt 

this fort from Allamparva. Howeverythe ſitua- 

tion of Outremulour gave the government of Ma- 

Colonel! draſs ſo much unecafinefs; that Colonel Adlercron 

Adlercron. as itntnediately ordered to attempt its final re- 

duction, and to deſtroy its fortifications : which 

he faithfully performed. From hence the co- 

lonel "marched to inveſt Wandewaſh, a fortreſs of 

great importance, in the intereſt of France. But 

was deterred from making any attempt upon the 

place, by advice that the French army, which 

had been employed — anne e 
marching to its relief. 

Conjeve- The retreat of Colonel Adlercron ——— 

_— the enemy to follow him cloſe, as far as Conjeve- 

ram, which they plundered ; but were repulſed in 

their attack of the Pagoda or Fort, with the loſs 

of an officer and ſix Europeans killed, and about 

ten wounded; though the garrifon conſiſted of no 

mn has ama and two ME AE of Se- 


(PSI: 


Colo- _ 
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Colonel Lawrence marched againſt the French A. P. 
at Wandewaſh. They were encamped and ſtrongly 1757. 


entrenched about a mile from the town. The co- 
lonel- took. poſt on the Toth of June, about four 
miles from them, and tried every method to draw 
them out of their entrenchments, his men being 


full of ſpirits, and eager for engagement; but 


without effect So that, as they could not be 


brought out into the open plain, and they had a 


great ſuperiority i in numbers, and their entrench- 
ments were defended by ſeveral batteries, it Was 


thought proper to withdraw an army, that was 
obliged to remain Ie; and at an 6 omenhp ex- 


pence. 
dewaſh, till the 2oth of September, when they 


As for the French army, it ! abit Wan- The deſpe- 


rate de- 


fence of _ - 


marched againſt Chetteput with eighteen hundred Chetteput., | 


Europeans. The place was defended by Nizar 
Mahomed Cawn, the governor, aſſiſted by a ſer- 
jeant and ſixteen men from Fort St. George: 
who defended themſelves to the laſt extremity, and 


killed a great number of the enemy. The gover- 


nor being driven out of the fort, renewed the 
fight in the ſtreets, and diſputed every inch of 
ground, till a muſket-ball deprived him of his life. 
On the report of his death, his family immednte- 
ly deſtroyed themſelves; and a vaſt * of 
his troops enſued. | 

Captain Chaillaud having delivered Trichinopoly Th 
from the French, returned with the utmoſt dili- 
gence to his ſmall corps, left to blockade Ma- 
dura, and took ſuch . the garriſon with him, 


as 


of Make 


368 


D,. as could be ſpared, without expoſing that town to 


1757 
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a ſurprize from the enemy; making in all ninety 


military and four hundred Sepoys, ſuppotted by | 


two twenty- four pounders. Having joined the 
troops under Lieutenant Rumbold, Who had 
maintained his ſtation before Madura, and erected 
a battery, he began to play his cannon from 
thence on the gth of July; made a breach before 
noon, and without delay, to prevent new works 
being thrown up in the night, he formed the at- 


of the ſame day. But the beſieged gave them ſo 


_ brave a reception, that the beſt of his men fell in 


the attempt, or were ſo wounded, that it was not 


_ poſſible for him to perſiſt in the aſſault. For the 
- remainder retreated : nor was it in his power to 


LaG of he ſpirit them up to a ſecond attack, having loſt be- 


How re- 
duced. 


tween thirty and forty, Europeans and Caffrees 
and a hundred Sepoys. However this brave and 


ſhilful officer did not deſpair of ſucceſs, either by 
compelling the town to capitulate by famine, or 

to accept of reaſonable terms to deliver up that 
fortreſs, ſo peceflary for the ſecurity of the compa- 


ny's affairs, into his hands. He made the pro- 


per diſpoſitions to reduce the place by famine, 
But, as this method might take up ſo much time, 


as to prolong his ſtay till the arrival of the French 


fleet, and all the ſtrength, that could be collected, 
was neceſſary for the defence of their garriſons, 


- againſt that event, he had orders to break up the 
blockade, and return to his command at Trichi- 


are. Therefore he tried what could be done 
by 


tack, and advanced to the breach by two o'clock 


_— 9 ed W re p_ a— — 7 nm «as " —— 
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dy negociation 3 and at length prevailed with A. D.. 
Mauphus Cawn's'people to give Maudura* up to TO 
the company for the ſum of 140,000 roupees : 
and it was accordingly delivered into his power 
juſt at the time the French fleet arrived. Having 
ſecured this requiſition, with a large garriſon of 
Sepoys, under the command of Iſouf Cawn, the 
Captain marched : with the utmoſt cupoattion to 
Trichinopoly. - 

This was all that- could be done by the Engliſh The weak- 

neſs of the 

company in this quarter. The delay their rein- Englich 
forcements met with in Europe, which ſeemed to fees. 
act in concert with the late inactive miniſtry; and 
the conſiderable part of their forces ſent to the re- 
lief of Bengal, had reduced their whole ſtrength - 
to 1618 men“: whereas the French had at this Ihe ſupe- 
time very near 3500 European military; 1000 of ron of 
which were ſent from Europe this year. A ſupe- 
riority of ſtrength, which: increaſed' their power, 
in proportion as it overawed the natives from aſſiſt- 
ing them, that were not in a condition to defend 
themſelves, and increaſed che number and aid of 
their allies. 

Affairs took a much better turn in the kingdom Remarks 
of Bengal. The deſtruction carried on with the —.— _ 
utmoſt barbarity, which threatned a total loſs of ſtate of 
the commerce and ſettlements on the Ganges, ps 


the French. 


Wich had been obtained by treachery. See page 370. 
Vol. I. p 

! 1300 of the company's troops, 334 enliſted from Colonel 
Adlercron's regiment, ordered home ; and 84 ſoldiers ſent this 


year from Europe in the China ſhips. 
Vor. II. Aa "= 00M 
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A.D. and its dependencies, required the moſt vigorous 
'757* + and expeditious relief. The caſe was deſperate, 
There was no waiting for ſuccours from Europe. 
The only hopes of recovery was in expedition and 
vigour: and there was no other dependance for 
the diſtreſſed ſufferers, than in the aid of the hand- 
ful of men ſent from Fort St. George, under 
the command of Captain Clive; and in the un- 
certain navigation of the fleet, which had lately 
reduced Angria , and delivered thoſe ſeas from 
aà piratical ſtate, that had for many years inter- 
| rupted the commerce of the European powers, 

. frequenting the coaſt of Coromandel. 
Wen Admiral Watſon having no more to do at Bom- 
and Colo- bay, failed from thence on the zoth of April for 
Gal for Madraſs but touched at Fort St. David's, where 
Bengal. he anchored on the 29th of May 1756, and con- 
tinued there till July zacth; when he failed for 
Madraſs, and came to anchor in Madraſs road on 
the 2 1ſt. Here he received the account of the 
hard fate of Calcutta and its dependencies, took 
Captain Clive and the military on board, and ſailed 
in perſon on the 16th of October, with all the 
ſquadron and the Walpole and Marlborough In- 

diamen for Bengal. 

Arrive at It was the 5th of December oefare this arma- 
Balaſore. ment reached Balaſore road, detained by calms 
and contrary winds. They croſſed the Braces on 
the 8th, proceeded up be river and anchored at 


; See p. 359 to 368. Vol. I. See p. 368. Vol. I. 
m Sec p. N wil 
(ta 


ROBERT LORD CLIVE. 
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Fulta on the 15th, where Governor Drake and A. D. 
the gentlemen of the council waited for their arrival, 757. 
on board of ſuch ſhips and veſſels, as had the for- 
tune to eſcape the Moors. It was the 28th before 
the fleet could ſtir from hence, (the pilots abſo- 
lutely refuſing to take” charge of ſuch large ſhips 
ll the ſprings were over) when he failed with the | 
following ſhips: the Kent, Tyger; Saliſbury, Bridg- 


water, and King's Fiſher ſloop. The next aſter- Bubudgia | 


noon Colonel Clive was landed, in order to match _—_— 
and attack Buſbudgia fort by land, at the ſame | 
time that the ſquadron appeared before the place, 
which anchored and began to cannonade about 
eight Oclock in the morning on the goth z/ and, 

at half paſt eight, the King's troops were landed 

to ſupport Colonel Clive. The ſhips ſoon filenced 

the enemy's fire; and, at ſeven in the evening, 
100 ſeamen were landed under the command of 


Captain King. At half peſt eight, the body of THen, | 


the fort was on fire; and, immediately after, the 

place was deſerted” by the garriſon; which being 

but few, W into the country. One of the 
company's captains was killed, and four ſoldiers 
wounded. This fort was extremely well ſituated S — 
for defence, having a wet ditch round it; but bad- * 
ly provided with cannon ; only 18 guns, from 24 
pounders and downwards, and about 40 barrels of 
powder, with ball in e being found 

in it. | 


On the iſt of January the Kent and Tyger an- Tang fort 


chored between Tanna fort and a battery oppoſite delerted. 
to it, both which the enemy abandoned, as the 
1 ſhips 


- 
——————————— 
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A. D. ſhips approached. About 40 guns, ſome 24 
T7, pounders, and all mounted on good carriages, with 
ſome. powder and ball, were found in this fort 
and battery; and the Admiral left the Saliſbury as 
a guard-ſhip to prevent the enemy from regaining 
„ unt:.; 

— cho In the night che Admiral ſent the bo Do man- 
ned and armed, up the river, to burn a ſhip and 
ſome veſſels ſaid to be filled with combuſtibles, - 
which was executed without oppoſition... 
March'to The next morning, early, the company's troops 
Om were landed, and immediately began their march 
to Calcutta. The Kent and Tyger ſoon after pro- 
ceeded up the river, together with the 20 gun ſhip 
— 1 and ſloop. At 40 minutes after nine, the enemy 
fre. began to fire upon the Tyger, from their batteries 
below Calcutta, which they abandoned, as the ſhips 
Returned. approached. At 20 minutes paſt ten, the Tyger 
5 and Kent made a very warm fire, inſomuch that 
the enemy were ſoon driven from their guns, and 
Hendl preſently after ran out of the fort, which Captain 
Coote, with the King's troops, and an officer from 
the Kent, entered a little before eleven. Four 
mortars, 91 guns of different ſizes, and a conſide- 
rable quantity of all kinds of ammunition, were 
found in the fort. The ſhips ſuffered very little in 
their maſts, yards, and rigging, and only loſt nine 
ſeamen and three ſoldiers killed, and 26 ſeamen 

and five ſoldiers wounded. 
An expedition was then propoſed againſt Hugh- 
ley, to be executed by the 20 gun ſhip and ſloop, 


the boats of the n manned and armed, 
1 ; | — 
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170, the company's grenadiers and 200 ſepoys, 


Ar 375 
afliſted by all the King's troops, amounting to A. D. 


17% 


which were to be landed under the command of 


Captain Kilpatrick. Every thing being prepared; 
they ſailed under the command of Captain Smith, 


of the Bridgwater, on the 5th of January. 1757, 
and attacked this city with ſo much ſpirit, as they 
had done the other forts, that indicated a- revenge 


for the barbarous treatment of their countrymen, 
that it was alſo reduced without any conſiderable 
eſiſtance. The gatriſon fled ; and left behind 


them 20 guns, 24 pounders downwards, and a 


conſiderable quantity of ammunition. . Nor could 


this ſatisfy the revengeful conquerors, who burnt 
and deſtroyed the city, and the granaries and ſtore- 
houſes of ſalt petre, Tituate on each ſide of the 
river : by which the Nabob's army was greatly 
diſtreſſed for ſubſiſtance in that part of the coun- 
try. =. 5 | | ; | | . 
Theſe atchievements of Britiſh valour rouzed 
the Mooriſh Prince, and convinced him of the 
neceſſity for him to provide a more reſpectable 
force to ſtem the progreſs of their arms, than the 
feeble garriſons of unexperienced Indians. He 
therefore, aſſiſted with French officers, engineers, 
and gunners, reſolved to take the field, with 
10,000 horſe and about 15,000 foot. His army 
took the rout of Calcutta, and on the 2d of Feb. 


1757 it marched paſt the Engliſh camp, at the 


The Na- 
bob takes 
the field. 


His force. 


diſtance of about a mile, and pitched their tents 


on a convenient ſpot of ground, near the town. 


A a 3 Hi Colonel 


_— — — _ — —  — — — 
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Is attacked 
by Colonel 


Clive. 
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Colonel Clive, who had already begun to re- 
eſtabliſh the military honour of the Engliſh, which 
was ſinking there, as it had done in other places, 
did not heſitate a moment about what was to be 
done, notwithſtanding the enemy's prodigious ſu- 
periority in the field. He truſted to his faithful 


and brave fellows, whoſe valour he had ſo often 


tried and proved. He only requeſted ſuch an ad- 
dition of ſeamen, to manage his artillery, as could 
be conveniently ſpared. Accordingly Captain 


Warwick received orders on the 4th to take upon 


him the command of a detachment of 600 ſailors, 
draughted from the ſeveral ſhips, to join Colonel 
Clive, in order to force and to drive the Nabob 
out of his camp. 

On the 5th,” at one kein: Captain 
Warwick landed his men a little above Kelſal's 
octagon; about two he joined the Colonel, whoſe 
troops were under arms, and at three the whole 
army, in three columns, marched, the ſailors at- 
tending the train, which conſiſted of ſix field 
pieces, and one haubitzer. About five, the troops in 
the van were charged by the enemy's horſe in their 


camp; and by the time our rear guard were entered, 
the engagement became general from hedges and 


buſhes; on which they played our artillery, de: 
fending the right and left of our army all the way 


through the camp, and driving the enemy before - 
them, with great rapidity, till they lodged them- 
{elves in a tope, near Meter's garden, behind the 
hedges: from hence they detached a large body 
of hgrſe, with two cannon, to the croſs-road of 
the 


— 


given the company by the Phirmaund ſhall like- 


the Bunglo, which our men FCAT and A. D. 
from thence marched into the fort. In this action 
were killed 12 ſeamen, two Captains of the com- rome 
pany's troops, 17 private men, and 10. ſepoys. 
The number wounded were about 153 ſeamen, and 

50 ſoldiers and ſepoys. Lieutenant Ludwidge of 
the Saliſbury, the only officer mortally wounded. 

Of the enemy 1 300 were killed and wounded, Loft of the 
beſides horſes, draught bullocks, and three or weuy. 
four elephants. This attack, though not attended 

with all the wiſhed for ſucceſs, - yer it was ſufficient 

to make the Nabob very ſolicitous to haſten a 5 
— A GREIR | 
the following articles. | 


Articles acceded to, and ned by the N, abob of Bengal, 
February 9, 1757. 


. Hatever rights and privileges the King Arles of 

has granted the Engliſh company in their copitula- 
Phirmaund, and the Huſbulhoorums ſent from 
Pelly, ſhall not be diſputed or taken from them, 
and the immunities therein mentioned be acknow- 
ledged and ſtand good. Whatever villages are 


wiſe be granted, notwithſtanding they have been 

denied by former Subahs. The Zemindars of 

thoſe villages not to be hurt or diſplaced without 

cauſe, 

Signed by the Nabob in his own hand, 

I agree to the terms of the Phirmaund, 

II. All goods paſſing and repaſſing through the 

country by land or water, with Engliſh duſtricks, 

A WEEN; ſhall 
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A. D. ſhall be exempt from wo tax, e or NP 
2757 · | 


whatever. 
IL agree to alis vl | 
III., All the company's Aaatories, ſeized by — 
Nabob, ſhall be returned. All monies, goods 


and effects belonging to the company, theis ſer- 


vants and tenants, and which have been ſeized and 
has been plundered and pillaged by his people, 
made good by the payment of ſuch a ſum of mo- 
ney, as his juſtice ſhall think reaſonable. 

agree to reſtore whatever bas been ſeized and 


taken by my orders, and accounted for in my ſincany. 


IV. That we have permiſſion to fortify Calcutta 
in ſuch manner as we may think proper, without 
interruption. None 

T conſent to ibis. "24 

V. That we ſhall have liberty: to coin ſiccas both 


gold and filver, of equal weight arid fineneſs to 


thoſe of Muxadavad, which ſhall paſs in the pro- 
vinces. 

T conſent to the Engliſh company's coining their « own 
imports of bullion and gold into ſictas. 

VI. That a treaty ſhall be ratified, by ſigning 
and ſealing, and ſwearing to abide by the articles 
therein contained, not only by the Nabob, but his 
principal officers and miniſters. 

I have ſealed and figned the articles before the pre- 


ſence of God. 


VII. That Admiral Watſon, and Colonel Clive, 
on the part and behalf of the Engliſh nation, 


and af the en do agree to live in a good 
> Of under- 
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underſtanding with the Nabob; to put an end to A. PD. 
theſe troubles; and to be in friendſhip with him 37. 
whilſt theſe articles are performed and e wa. 
the Nabob. _ 

1 have ſealed and feed the bungen whats upon 
theſe terms ; that if the governor and council will fign 
and ſeal them with the company 's ſeal, and will fwear 
tothe performance on their part, I then Heep 
agree to them. 


The Nabob humbled, his hands tied from act - Refolution 
ing againſt us; and the company in poſſeſſion of 8 
all their ſettlements and forts, it was reſolved, by 3. Chan- 
the commanders in chief, together with the go- 2 
vernor and council of Calcutta, to turn their arms 
againſt the French, in thoſe parts, and to begin 
with Chandenagore, a place of conſiderable 
ſtrength, and the principal ſettlement of the 
French in that part of India ; ſituate a little higher 
than Calcutta, upon the ſame river. Colonel Clive ue 
undertook the land ſervice, and with 300 of the pry... 
Bombay troops, 400 more Europeans and 1600 
Blacks, he immediately marched to Chandena- 
gore, before the French could expect ſuch a viſit. 

His firſt ſtep was to make himſelf maſter of all 

the French outpoſts, which he ſoon accompliſhed ; ; 

except one redoubt, ſituate between the river ſide 

and the walls of the fort, mounting eight pieces 

of cannon of 24 pounders, four of which pointed 

down the river. So that it was neceſſary to wait 

the arrival of the men of war. Admiral Watſon _ 

| undertook the attack by fea z and on the 18th came 
| 98 x 


$78 
A. D. 


1757. 
Ships. 
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to an anchor with the Kent, Tyger and Saliſbury, 
about two miles below 


River ob- found the paſſage of the river obſtructed by ſink- 


ſtructed. 


ing two ſhips, a ketch, a hulk, a ſnow, and a 
veſſel without any-maſts, all directly in the chan. 
nel, within gun-ſhot of the fort, and by laying 
two bombs moored with chains acroſs the river. 
This obſtruQtiof cauſed a conſiderable delay, 
But as ſoon as the bombs were cut adrift, the 
Admiral, by ſounding, found out another channel, 
with ſufficient water for his ſhips to paſs through. 
He was joined on this occaſion by Admiral Pocock, 
who hoiſted his flag on board the Tyger. So that 
on the 24th, at ſix in the morning, this petty 
ſquadron weighed and failed up in the following 


| Attack be- order, the Tyger, Kent, and Saliſbury. At ten 


Bun. 


ßtrength. 


minutes after ſix the enemy began firing from the 
redoubt, which was abandoned as ſoon as the 
leading ſhip got a- breaſt of it. At three quarters 
after ſix the ſhips were placed, when the ſignal 
was made for engaging, which continued very 


briſk on both ſides till a quarter paſt nine. The 


enemy then waved over the walls a flag of truce, 


and deſired to capitulate; and the articles being 


agreed upon and ſigned, Captain Latham, of the 
Tyger, was ſent a-ſhore to receive the keys, and 
fake poſſeſſion of the ſort. Colonel Clive marched 
in, with the King's (r0ops, about five in the after- 
ngon. 

They had in the fort 1 1200 men, of which 300 
Europeans and 700 Blacks; 183 pieces of cannon 
from 24 pounders downwards, three ſmall mortars, 
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and à conſiderable quantity of ammunition, Be- A. D. 


ſides the ſhips and veſſels ſunk. below, to ſtop up | * 257. 


the channel, they ſunk and run a-ſhore five large 
ſhips above the fort. Four ſloops and a ſnow were 
taken in the harbour, The. enemy had killed in 
the fort 40 men, and yo wounded. The Kent 
had 19 men killed, and 5o wounded. 


rr gant gAAAN 


to their uſual bravery, behaved with great ſpirit 
and reſolution on this occaſion ; as did alſo the 
land forces, who kept a good and conſtant fire, the 
whole time, from two batteries of four and twa 
guns, which they had raiſed near the fort. 


Articles of capitulation propoſed by the Direfior and 

Council for the French Eaſt India company's affairs 
at Chandenagore, io Vice Admiral M. alſon, with 
bis anſwers, March 23d, 1757. 


Art. I. "HE lives of the deſerters ſhall be > 


ſaved. 
An. The deſerters ſhall be abſolutely given up. 
II. All the officers of this garriſon ſhall be pri- 
ſoners on their parole of honour ; that they ſhall 
have liberty to carry with them all their effects, 


and go where they pleaſe, on promiſing they will 


not ſerve NET his — Majeſty during the 


ſent war. 

The png agrees to this, 
III. The ſoldiers of the garriſon ſhall be pri- 
ſoners of war, ſo long as the preſent war conti- 
nucs-: and when peace is made between the King 
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A.D. of France and' the King of England, they ſhalt 
757. be ſent to Pondicherry, and till then be entertain- 

ed at the expence of the Engliſh company. | 

The admiral likewiſe agrees, with this difference 

only, that inſtead of ſending the ſoldiers to Pondi- 

cherry, they ſhall be ſent to Madraſs or to England, 

as the admiral ſhall bereafter think proper; and that 
ſuch foreigners, who are not of the French nation, 

and cbuſe voluntarily to enter into the Engliſh ſervice, 

' ſhall have liberty. 

IV. The Sepoys of the garriſon ſhall not be 
priſoners of war, they ſhall have leave, on the con- 
trary, to return on the coaſt in their country. 

The admiral agrees to this, | 

V. The officers and men of the company's 
European ſhip St. Conteſt, ſhall be ſent to Pon- 
dicherry in the firſt Nen ſhip, which goes to the 
coaſt, 

The officers and men of Fa e ſhip ſhall be 
upon the ſame footing as the ſoldiers, and to be ſent to 
Maaraſs or to England as ſoon as poſſible. 

VI. The French jeſuit fathers ſhall have liberty 
to exerciſe the functions of their religion in the 
houſe which has been aſſigned them ſince the de- 
moliſhing of their church: the ſilver-ornaments, 
and every thing that belongs to the church, ſhall 
be given them, and alſo their effects. 

. The admiral cannot agree to any Europeans reſiding 
bere, but that the French jeſuits may go to Pondi- 
. cherry, with all the ornaments of their church, or 
| wherever they pleaſe.” 


VII. All 
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VII. All the inhabitants, of what nation or A. D. 
quality ſoever, as Europeans, Muſtees, Chriſtians, 29 
Blacks, Gentils, Moors, and others, ſhall be put 
in poſſeſſion of their houſes, and all in general as 
ſhall - be found belonging to them, either in the 
fort, or on their eſtates. 
In regard to this article, to be left to the e 
who will do juſtice. 

We The factories of Caſſembumar, ne 

Patna, Jeuda, and of Bellaſore, ſhall remain at 

the command of the chiefs, who direct them. 
0 be ſeltled between the Nabob and the admiral. 

IX. The director, counſellors, and thoſe em- 
ployed under them, ſhall have leave to go where 
they pleaſe, with their cloaths and linen. 
The admiral agrees to this. 

The admiral expects an anſwer by three o'clock 
this afternoon, and that the Britiſh forces may 
take poſſeſſion of the fort by four. 

The above-mentioned propoſitions have been 
accepted of by the council; in conſequence of 
which we have delivered up the fortreſs of Chan- 
denagore to Admiral Watſon. - 

Chandenagore the 23d of March 1757. 
P. Renault, Laportiere, M. Fournier, 
F. Nicolas, A. Caillott, om" 


Having thus made uſe of the n to „ Uſterjor | 


roceed- 
cruſh the French power, when the Nabob was not ings in re- 


in a condition to give them any aſſiſtance; they | wang — 
now ſeriouſly turn their thoughts upon the conduct 
of the Viceroy, ſince his laſt ſolemn engagements 


with 


yn 


A. D. 


1757. 


"ONLY 


N - 
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with the Engliſh ; and finding that his dilatory 


performance of his obligations by treaty, and his 


frequent prevarications and tokens of diſlike, from 
the very moment of his ſigning! that treaty, in- 
dicated his intention to be bad, they thought it a 
proper and neceſſary meaſure to renew hoſtilities 
with the Indians: the Viceroy having given them 
ſufficient reaſons to do * gere by way 
of arms, 

How 'a war in theſe circumſtances wohld have 
been juſtified, which was to be undertaken, and 
muſt have been in a great meaſure depending upon 
the ſucceſs of the army by land; an army that 
did not exceed 2300 men, including 1600 Blacks, 
againſt the whole ſtrength of 'the kingdom of 
Bengal and its allies, is not conceivable. But here 
we may properly apply the old proverb, Audaces 
fortuna juvat. The brave are fortunate. A lucky, 
unforeſeen, unexpected accident helps out the 
little army of conquerors in their deſires. It was 
decreed that they ſhould be the ſcourge of that 
tyrant, that inhuman barbarian, who, a few 
months before, took a pleaſure in the tragedy of 
Calcutta, 


Favoured While, therefore, the e len &c. were 


by the trea- 
ſon of the 


Nabob' a. 


conſulting about the expediency and practicability 
of ſo great and hazardous an undertaking, which, 
with ſucceſs, would deliver the company from the 
difficulties, under which they were often obliged to 
yield to the caprice and impoſitions of the Nabob 
and his officers, and in a manner make them 
maſters of the whole trade of the kingdom of 
Bengal; 


Bengal; and on the contrary, which, if they A. D. 
ſhould fail in the attempt, might be attended with 37 
the total extirpation of their nation from the 
Ganges, and with a prohibition of all commerce with 
the Engliſh for the future; Nabob Suraja Doula 
behaved in ſo tyrannical a manner to his own ſub- 
jects, and eſpecially to his great men and generals, 
whom he treated with indignity and contempt, for ,, 
remonſtrating againſt the meaſures,” he was adopt- were diſ- 
ing and executing upon the advice of his fa- eat 
vourites and ſycophants, that. there aroſe. a general 
diſcontent; and a conſpiracy was formed, to depoſe 
him, by ſome of his principal officers; provided 

they could engage the Engliſh to favour the revo - 
lution. bas vg 1 22v1260 q 

The deſign was communicated from the conſpi-,,,. con- 
rators by Jaffier Ali Cawn, his prime miniſter, ſpiracy _ 
a nobleman of great authority and influence, and cated te the 
at the head of the conſpiracy, to Mr. Watts, ſecond Englim- 
in council at Calcutta, An affair of this delicate 
nature, and propoſed by a prime miniſter, re- 
quired great conſideration and penetration to guard 
; againſt that deception and cunning, for which the 
Eaſterns are ſo remarkable in all their dealings. 
It was well known that the Nabob treated his ſub- 
jets with a tyrannical ſpirit; but it was alſo 
known, that they were accuſtomed to ſlavery, and 
that they carried the yoke, as a matter of duty. 
The Nabob's haughtineſs towards his great men, 
and his attachment to favourites of violent and 
perfidious principles, were no ſecrets: but it was 
running the utmoſt hazard to truſt the delibera- 
| tions 
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A. D. tions of the conferences at Calcutta to the prime 
*757- miniſter of the power, they were calculated to de- 
How ma- ſtroy. In this dilemma Mr. Watts managed the 
— intereourſe he had with the prime miniſter, ſo pru- 
dently, that he drew from him ſufficient conviction 

of his ſincerity ; and of the manner how the con- 
ſpirators were to act their part, when matters ſhould 

be brought to an open rupture between the Eng- 
liſh and the Nabob, before he would conſent to 

lay the propoſal before the council; not ſeeming 
too forward; but making a merit of, and the 
prime miniſter accountable for, every ſtep the 
Engliſh ſhould take, by this requiſition, in a rup- 
ture, which, he had the addreſs to ſay, was to de- 

liver the natives from tyranny and oppreſſion. 

A treaty being ſettled between the council and 
officers of the fleet and army at Calcutta, and the 
conſpirators ; the company were to renew hoſtili- 
ties to oblige the Viceroy to fulfil the ſtipulations 

of the late treaty. Jaffier, on his part, promiſed 

to deſert his maſter with the beſt troops in his 
army, on the field of battle. Accordingly Colo- 
nel Clive took the field with all the force he 
could muſter, which did not exceed 1000 Eu- 
ropeans, and 2000 Blacks; beſides 50 ſeamen, 
under the command of a lieutenant and ſeven 
midſhipmen, to manage eight pieces of cannon, 
the whole of their artillery, though be drew out 

the garriſon from Chandenagore, which the Ad- 

4 


n On the _ of June 1757 the army marched from Chan- 
denagore to Muxadavad, the capital of the province. 


miral 
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eee eee eee Fhis as 4. P. 
the whole ſtrengilr in this vndertaking, except a mote 


20 gun ſhip ftativned above Hughley, to preſerve 
4 communication between the fleet and army. 


On the 8th they took Catw a by Rory and with- Carwa 
out much reſiſtanoe or any lo. This was 4 nes fen d 


ceſſary precaution, in order to ſecure a retreat; za 


caſe of 4 miſtarriage; this town and fore being 


fituated advantagtoufty on that branch ef the 
river, which forms the iſland Caſfimbur zar. 
Here alſo intelligence was expected from the coff- 
ſpirators, for their future conduct. But it does not 
appear that Jaſter dared yet to traſt to his intereſt 
in the Nabob's army; Wie Was aſſembligg with 
all diligence about the capital; at che firſt news' of 
I OO EINE. 
davad. 

Colonel Clive continued at Carwa three days, 
and on the 22d croſſed the river, and advanced 


immediately to attack the Nabob's army, which 1 tho? 


confiſted of 2 0,000 men, well provided with ar- — 2 


tillery; excluſive of two diviſions under tie come 7: 

mand of the conſpirators. Ther 24 pounders, 
under the direction of Freneh gunners, bega to 
play about ſeven in the morring, long before our 
field pieces were able to do any execution. But 
what carried the moſt difagreeable aſpeck in this 
day's ſer vice, was the behaviour of the conſpira- 
tors; who, during the engagement, remained inac- 
tive nenn the whole WOrk to be van 


| „ Emcaniped os ds puh: uf Plak. | 
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between the Nabob's diviſion and the Engliſh ; as 
if they were determined to cloſe in, and ſhare with, 


Doubtful the conquerors, in the triumphs of victory, on which 


conduct o 


_ Oy” ſide: ſoever it might declare; or, if the'Engliſh 


army had been cut off and utterly deſtroyed, to fall 
upon the Nabob's troops fatigued and waſted with 
the ſervice of the day, and fo work their deliver- 


ance from both the Nabob and the Engliſh. 


Providen- 5 


tial aid. 


Colonel 
Clive's 
good con- 
duct, &c. 


In this doubtful ſituation, Providence ſupplied 
the deficiency of numbers. It was deſperate to 
march up to the mouths of ſo numerous an ar- 
tillery. A ſmart ſhower of rain removed this 
difficulty and danger. The enemy. drew their 
cannon out of the rain into the camp under cover. 
Colonel Clive availed himſelf of this capital error, 
by a well placed detachment, which prevented 
their being brought again into action; and with 
a preſence of mind, reſolution and conduct, pe- 
culiar to himſelf, having hitherto covered his 


men from the enemy's cannon,” by a favourable 


diſpoſition under a mud wall, that encompaſſed 


- a grove' in the midſt of the plain, he reſolved to 
attack the Nabob's' trenches, about four in the 
Forms the afternoon, The grenadiers under the command 


attack, 


of Major Kelpatrick were ordered to advance, 
with two pieces of cannon : which they performed 
with extraordinary reſolution and . bravery, doing 
great execution with their field pieces, in their 
firſt onſet. They then made a ſecond attack upon 
another quarter; and, in about half an hour, a 


third againſt a third poſt, the Sepoys keeping a 


continual fire, the whole time, into the enemy's 
6 trenches, 
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RED + killed ſeveral perſons of the. beſt FY A.D, 
ſtinction. This diſpirited the Nabob's forces: the 757¹ 
right and center fled, abandoning their camp and 
artillery ; which threw the whole Indian army into 
confuſion : this was no ſooner perceived than or- 

ders were given to. ſtorm the trenches ; and thoſe 

orders were executed with ſo much firmneſs and 
chearfulneſs, that the enemy was entirely routed, 

leaving behind them 42 pieces of large cannon, The ene- 
The Nabob had 400 men killed and 600 wound. ud. 
ed: whereas there were not above 20 killed and tows ades, 
50 wounded, the greateſt part of whom were Se- 


Pens, On Our part. 


The unfortunate Nabob, convinced of * trea- + Tots 
les Tor 


ſon of his principal officers, and not daring to own ſafety, 
truſt himſelf with troops, that would not defend 
a fortified camp againſt ſuch a handful} of men, 
fled alſo with the few that continued faithful to 
bim. Jaffier Alt Cawn and Roy Dolab, the next The con- 


in command in the army, now declaring openly declag 


againſt their defeated ſovereign, haſted away to hemſelres, 
ſecure the capital, and, by their own deſire, were 
followed by the victorious army, to place Jaffier 

Ali Cawn, according to treaty, on the ancient 

throne of the Nabobs of Bengal, Bahar and 

Orixa. 

Colonel Clive marched to Muxadavad, and was Colonel 

received into the city, with every token of joy and — * 


gratitude for the ſervice he had done, in delivering Mvada- 
that country from tyranny and oppreſſion: Jaffier An Cn 
Ali Cawn was proclaimed Nabob; and a few days — 


after the N abob Suraja Doula was traced, ſeized 
Bos and 
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A, D. eee berg: in the 2xth-year of 

1757. his age. ö 

Old Nabob Thus, in about thirteen days, this extraordi- 

8 nary revolution, in defiance of the moft powerful 

Remark- Nabob in the eaſt, whoſe doniinions were not in- 

lution. ferior to moſt kingdoms in Europe, in extent, in 

inhabitants, and in the richneſs of its commerce; 

and whoſe miſitary ſtrength was very reſpectable, 

both as-to: nembers, artiflery and diſcipline, was 

aa accomplifted, with lefs force and trouble than 

often is required'to take x petty a in Ger- 
many or Flanders. 

Ali can The rejoicings at Muxadavad did not delay bu - 

_ his Gnefs. They that placed Ar Cawrr on the ſeat of 

dominion, immediately exacted a ratification of 

the treary he had previouſly ſigned with the com- 

pany; and it was exeeuted as far as the eireum- 

flances of the times would permit. By that treaty 

the former act of pacification, ſigned on the gth 

of February 1757, by the Nabob ſince depoſed, 

The ſub- WAS ratified and explained. A ſum of 2,212,500 

2 pounds was agreed to be paid in two moieties, in 

ſatisfaction of the third article of that treaty, of 

which one motety was paid ſoon after the acceſſion 

of Ali Cawn; and he aſſigned funds for the pay- 

ment of the other moiety. The French were 

for ever prohibited from ſettling in the three pro- 

vinces. The company's territories were enlarged 

with a very great extent. Their privileges con- 

firmed. The Nabob diveſted himſelf and ſuc- 

ceſſors of all right of building new fortifications 

below Hughley, near the — He granted 

1 3. 
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the cotnpany a eaſe of the Salt Petre of Patna, A.D 
which had been a perpetual bone of contention . * 1757- 
between them and the Dutch; and he rewarded 

the army and the fleet with a preſent of 625,000]. 
ſterling; beſides immenſe riches in jewels, &c. 
beſtowed on the officers, amongſt which was a 
turbant valued at 18,0001,—lt was this action | 
that merited the public title of the heaven born The hea- 
general, which all the world can't take from the general. 
commander in chief, then Colonel, now Lord 

Clive, who, untutored in the art of war, per- 
formed heroic and more advantageous actions in 

the field than any of his cotemporaries, whoſe 
atchievements are recorded with the blood of 
hundreds of thouſands left in the field of battle, at 

the vaſt expence of many millions of money, and 

with the diflatisfaQtory accumulation. of heavy 

taxes. Colonel Clive returned to his native coun- 

try full of glory and riches, to reap the fayours of _ 

a grateful, nation. His Majeſty created him a Lord. 
Ahe company ſettled a large penſion upon him. 

But Admiral Watſon, after eſtabliſhing a great Admiral 
and laſting reputation for his wiſdom, his courage, >a 
and his humanity, was cut off by the unwhol- 
ſomeneſs of, the climate, very ſoon “ after. the 

days of rejoicing for this ſignal victory were over. 

By whoſe death the chief command in thoſe ſeas Admiral 


devolved on Admiral Pocock. 4 my —.— 4 
Great as theſe advantages ſeem to be, they were 2 = 
rt- 
conſidered N colateral to the grand object of ance of this 
revolution 
. to Great 
„On the 16th of Auguſt 1757. Britain, 
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Affairs of 
North 


America. 


How de- 
clined at 


Mr. 


PITT*'s 


diſmiſſion. 
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the war, in a national light. They enriched in- 
dividuals engaged in the ſervice: they increaſe 
the riches and power of the united Engliſh Eaſt 
India company : they 'annoyed the enemy, and 


ruined their trade and intereſts, and thereby cut 
off the reſources, they otherwiſe woul? have drawn 


from thoſe diſtant climes, to maintain he wat in 


Europe and America. 


But the advices from North America continued 
ſo unfavoyrable, that the nation received but little 
joy in theſe victorious accounts from the Eaſt, A 


ſquadron of ſhips had been ſent under Admiral 
Holborne, but to no purpoſe. The French, it 


is true, were driven off from Fort William Hen- 
ry *. But this was no more than a ſhort reſpite, 
till the enemy could return with à more effectual 
force, — No part of our arms felt the effects 
of the adminiſtration after Mr. Pi TT was turned 
out, more than in North America. Every thing 
ſeemed to devolve into the old channel of diſcord 


and inactivity. Lord Loudon, on whoſe confidence 


with the American provinces depended all that part 


of his commiſſion, which could not be executed 


without harmony and concord, loſt all his popu- 


Bad effects larity by laying an embargo * on all the ſhips in 


of an em- 


dare 


North American ports, in order that the enemy 
might not receive any intelligence of his deſigns; 


without conſidering that the enemy received their 


intelligence chiefly, if not altogether, by land, 
upon that continent; and alſo to make proviſions 


+ See page 168, Vol. II. r See p. 181, Ke. Vol. II. 
On the zd of March. 
* 
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plenty and cheap for the army and navy; Where- 4. D. 
as he ſhould have known, that the exports can n. 
never exhauſt the great quantities of proviſions 

which the Britiſh colonies in general produce, but 

more eſpecially in this year, when the crops of 

corn were extraordinary. So that by this em- 

bargo the merchant, the planter, and labourer, all 
ſuffered, while. the contractors put immenſe ſums - 

into their pockets ; and corn became a drug in 
America, while England, that year, was in dread 

of a famine, and deprived of relief from her co- 

lonies, by-an-ill-judged and ill-timed embargo. 

The ſecret" intended to be covered by this em- Tts inutili- 
bargo was, a projected expedition againſt Louiſ- 7 2 
bourg, in conjunction with a naval force expected poſed. 

at Hallifax. But how was this managed? As 

for the naval force, you have already ſeen how it 
was delayed (page 168, 169). And as for the land Lord Lov- 
army : Lord Loudon'drew the troops from the roy Gil 
northern frontier of the Britiſh ſettlements adjoin- =o 8 
ing to Canada, and from other parts, till he had 
collected a body of 6000 men, with which his 
Lordſhip embarked at New York, on the 19th of 

June, under the convoy of three frigates only, it 
muſt be owned, with great intrepidity, but with 
manifeſt danger of falling into the hands of the 
enemy, whoſe ſuperiority in thoſe ſeas, at that 

time, proved a ſufficient argument to ſet the expe- 1 
dition againſt Louiſbourg aſide, after the arrival of eee 


the ſquadron under Admiral Holbourn; though joined with 


it was then found, that the army amounted. to Holbourn. 
. 12,000 
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2. P. 124900 ,ofieftive men, and the fleet» conſiſted of 
797+ gil ef che line, and 1d frigates} &. 

Lad Leyden avived with his truops at Halli- 

fax on the 29th of Jupes Admiral: Holbourn did 

not make that rengdepyaeys before the gth of July: 
yet, zg if delay had been an eſſential part of their 

Delay at inſtructions, pear a month was conſumed at Hal- 

Halifax. fax in ęxereiſing the trap and, by feints, ac- 

cuſtoming chem 40 divers forty of attacks and de- 

fence. Theſe ſteps were condemned, by ſome, 
as keeping the cobrage of his Majeſty”s ſol- 

„ djers at hay, and ęxpending che nation's wealth 
in makigg ſbamofights and planting cabbages, 
ben they qught-49- have been Gghring -the 

d enemies of their xing and country in reality.“ 

Wee, It eas the firſt of Auguſt before thele troops 

warf, embarked, to procegd ggialt Louiſpoug. Bur 
47+, there was fill a fatal remora. A packet, ſup- 
poſed to be a ſtratagem to intimidate the Britiſn 
commander, wich an exaggerated account of the 
| garriſon, and othecs hearing arms in that forcifi- 
catign, threw itſelf in the way of this fine fleet; 
was taken and brought in, wich all her diſpatches, 
though chaſed many: hauts, which was ſufficient 
to {uſpeft the contrivance; for real packets always 
throw their diſpatehæs overboard. By the letters 
1 on mer aur nne r ws naval 


| Fe was a Major General i in this armament, and one of the braveſt 
7 and beſt officers in this ſervice ; but was put under an arreſt 
| | for ſome public refle xions on the conduct of affairs in America. 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength at Louiſhourg vas fixed at ſeventeen ſhips 4. P. 
K the line and three frigates, which might not 87. 
be much exaggerated: but there was certainly a The pre- 

| very grand augmemnation in the military ſtrength, firength of 
which, upun paper, amounted to 6099 Europeans, — 
zooo natives, and 300 Indians : wath' this gaſco- 
nade, that che place was well ſupplied: vith mili- 
tary ſtores, and the beoph en . more 
chan to be attacked. 
This intelligence ad a ned of yy Reſolution 
and it was therein reſolved, upon the credit of . of 
this advice, 40-lay aſide the intended expedition ; r. 

4 reſolution; that had been ſeveral times before 
attempted but had been as often defeated” by 

thoſe, | who rather choſe to dennen nl 5 45 

than to do nothing. 

Lord Loudon made his Siſpoſitions nme Lord Lev: 
diately for returning to New York, where he ar- = 
rived on the goth of Auguſt, Admiral Holbourn 
continued, for ſome time, cruiſing off Cape Breton®, 
in expectation of an opportunity te attack the 


French ſquadron in its return to Olq France, and 
to carry ſome of them to England. But his _ 


« He goorifoned Heller with thaey —— APY 
vo more ap the Bay of Fundy. 

On the 20th he e bee een; 
two miles, and to ſee the French Admiral make the ſignal for 
his ſhips to unmoor. At which fight the Engliſh Admiral ra- 
treated, and made the beſt of his way to Hallifax ; where, 
being reinforced with four ſhips of the line, he returned to 
Louiſbourg ; but could nat draw the French out to ap Sal 
engagement, 


were 
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were rendered abortive by a violent ſtorm ? on the 


24th of September, which "diſperſed * and ſhat- 


tered his fleet terribly *.-- So that being forced off 


his ſtation, and ſome of his ſhips greatly diſtreſſed, 


be was obliged to ſteer away with all ſpeed for 


England; but left eight men of war under Lord 


Colville, to protect the trade, mn peng 
and to annoy the enemy. b 

This was not the only itn "Oo befel 
Great Britain this ſummer, in her American war. 


By Lord Loudon's draughting off the military 


| from the frontiers of the northern provinces, for 


the expedition againſt Louiſbourg, his Lordſhip 
left them more and more expoſed to the activity 
and watchfulneſs of Montcalm, who, as ſoon 28 


it was known, that the troops were embarked in 


Y It laſted fourteen hours: when it began, the fleet was 
about forty leagues from Loniſbourg, and towards the end of 
it, the ſhips were within two miles of the rocks and breakers ; 
ſo.that, had not the wind ſuddenly ſhifted from ſouth-eaſt to 


| ſouth-weſt, they would, in all probability, have been drove a- 


ſhore, and totally loſt. 

The Grafton of 70 guns, the Titbury of &; the Cents- 
rion of 30 guns, and the Ferret loop. The Tilbury was loſt ; 
the crew were taken up by the French, and civilly treated; 
except Captain Barnſley ; Mr. Dennis, captain of the marines; 
Mr. Crockſon, captain of the grenadiers ; Mr. Plunket, maſter ; 
Mr. Jones, ſurgeon; Mr. Walker, purſer ; Mr. Smith, cbap- 
lain; Mr. Mackintoſh, gunner; Mr. Truſcot, midſhipman; 
ſome private men of the ſoldiers and ſailors, who all periſhed. 

Twelve ſhips were en en * others wy 


| 2 Gaenaged. - 


their 
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their way to Hallifax, prepared to _ advantage A. D. 
of their abſence . | 757 

Fort William Henry, which in the Guin of Fort wit- 
the year had been ſtormed by the troops under undd. 
M. Montcalm ©, and then eſcaped only by the vi- 
gilance of Major Ayres, the commander at that 
time, and through the want of many neceſſaries in 
the French army, who came provided only for a 
cup de main, to take it by ſurprize, or by eſca- 
lade, became the firſt object of that general's 
operations. The garriſon conſiſted of 2, 3000 men, 
and General Webb was encamped with 4000 men 
not far off, to cover the fort from ſurprize. 
M. Montcalm aſſembled an army of 10, ooo By 10,008 
men, including Canadians and Indians * dramn 
from Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the adjacent 
poſts; but not with that ſecreſy, as to prevent an 
early account of his deſign and force reaching Ge- 


neral Webb. Who, if he had given due atten- General 
tion to this advice, confirmed by Colonel Parker's —.— 


loſs A and raiſed the militia in time to join his re- tion. 
gular forces, might have obliged the French Mar- 


dA peace was concluded, about this time, with the Dela. 

wares, the Ten Tribes or Nations, and the Five Nations, 
» See page 181, &c. Vol. II. 

« Some of theſe were ſo remote that they had not learned 
the uſe of fire-arms, but uſed bows and arrows, and were re- 
ſerved to fall upon advanced parties. a 

* On the 21ſt of July, Colonel Parker, with five companies 
or 350 men, made an excurſion on Lake George, to recon- 
noitre the enemy ; next day they fell into an ambuſh of the 
French, who were marching againſt Fort William He 
150 were taken priſonets, and about qa were killed. 

quis 


* 


= — 
— — ——— 
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A. D. quis once more to retire from before this fort. 
*757- But the Engliſh general could not be perſuaded of 
the reality of the French intentions. He could 

not believe that they had a force ſufficient to dif. 

pute the poſſeſſion of the fort with him and the 
garriſon. However, ' Montcalm ſoon convinced 

— Webb of his error. For, on the 2d of Avguſt, 
tixes, they appeared on the lake : which ſtruck. Webb 
with ſuch a panic, that he reſolved to retire to 

Fort Edward that fame night; but with much 
perfuaſions was prevailed, upon to ſtay till next 
Strength of morning: when he marched off earhy, with a 
me 80 frong artillery, leaving the defence of the fort 


TOS Ne e e eee 2,300 
men. 
While the 1 wete W M. Mont- 


2 adviſed of the retreat of General Webb, 
ſent the following letter, 3 


2) Colonel — | 4 
8 1 R, . / Auguſt g, 1755. 
M. Mont- 1 Have this morning inveſted your place with a 
calm's let- numerous army, a fuperior artillery, and all 


ter to Col. 


Monro, by the ſavages from the higher parts of the country; 
wayot . the eruelty of whom a detachment of your garri- | 
- fon have lately too much experienced. I am ob- 
liged in humanity to deſire you to ſurrender your 

fort. I have it yet in my power to reſtrain the 
ſavages, and to oblige them to obſerye a capitu- 

lation, as hitherto none of them are killed, which 

will not be in my power in other circumſtances ; 

and your inſiſting on your defending your fort, 

can 
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of neceſſity expoſe aw unhappy garriſon, who can 


receive no ſuccours, conſidering the precautions, 


I have taken, I demand a decifive anſwer im- 
mediately, for which purpoſe I have ſent you the 
dieur Funtbrune, one of my aid-de-camps. You 


may credit what he will N as from me. 


am, with reſpect, Sir, 
Tour moſt humble, and 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


MONTCALM. 


To which the gallant commander replied, with 
a di ignity that became one in his ſtation. 


The ſiege was regularly formed on the 3d wich Siege | 


all the force, and a train of artillery. The In- 
dians ſurrounding. the breaſt-work. of the Eng- 
liſh, whilſt the French hove up treneties. Fhe 
garriſon behaved with courage and ſkill, fo as to 


retard the enemy's works four days; during whick 


time they had the misfortune to burſt all their can- 


non and mortars, except two nine pounders, one 


four pounder and a hawitzer. Had the militia: 


come in time to their aid, or had General Webb 


taken proper meaſures of defence upon the advice 
he received, it is very probable their enterprize 
would have been defeated : but delay, that bane 
of theſt inactive times, interpoſed to the ruin of 


the fort. For after a hot cannonading and bom- 


OI on both * till the gth, the garriſon 
| being 


I 
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being informed by a letter * from General Webb, 
intercepted-and ſent to the commanding officer in 


r General Webb letter, which contributed not a hittle to the far- 


3 et en ee 


| 8 1 R. Fort Edward, tos. 4. 42 8 noom, 
I am directed, by General Webb, to acknowledge the re. 
ceipt of three of your letters; two bearing date nine o'clock 


yeſterday morning, and one about fix in the evening, by two 


rangers, which are the only men that have got in here, ex- 
cept two yeſterday morning with your firſt, acquainting him 
that the. enemy were in fight. He has ordered me to ac- 
quaint you, he does not think it prudent, (as you know his 
firength at this place) to attempt a junction, or to aſſiſt you, 
till reinforced by the militia of the colonies, for the imme. 
diate march of which repeated expreſſes have been ſent. One 
of our ſcouts brought in a Canadian priſoner laſt night, from 
the inveſting party, which is very large, and have poſſeſſed all 
the grounds five miles on this fide fort William Henry. The 
number of the enemy is very conſiderable, the priſoners ſay, 
eleven thouſand, and have a large train of artillery, with 
mortars, and were to open their batteries this day. The ge- 


neral thought proper to ſend you this intelligence, that in caſe | 


he ſhould be ſo unfortunate, from the delays of the militia, 
not to have it in his power to give you timely aſſiſtance, you 


might be able to make the beſt terms left in your power. 
The bearer is a ſerjeant of the Connecticut forces, and if he 


u happy enough to get in will bring advices from you. We 


© keep continual ſcouts going, to endeavour to get in, or bring 


intelligence from-you. I am, Sir, with the heartieſt and moſt 
anxious wiſhes for your welfare, 


Your moſt ach hutable ſeryatt,. 
G. Bax ruax, Aid-de-Camp. 


To Colonel Monro, or officer com- 
manding at Fort William Henry. 


4 


the 
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the fort, Fi. M. Montcalm, they ſubmitted to ca- A. D. 
pitulate, and obtained the following conditions. 1757. 


Capitulation granted to Lieutenant Colonel Monro, 
for his Britannic Majeſty's garriſon of Fort Wil- 
liam Henry, the retrenched camp adjoining, and all 
their dependencies. 


Art. I. THAT the garriſon of Fort Willians Artie 
Henry, and the. troops, which are in fe 
the retrenched camp, being joined, ſhall march 
out with their arts, and the uſual honours of 
war. 

II. The gate of che fort ſhall be delivered up to 
the troops of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and the 
retrenched camp, immediately on the departure of 
the Britiſh troops. 

III. All the artillery, warlike ſtores, didnt 
and in general, every thing except the effects of 
the officers and ſoldiers, ſhall, upon honour, be 
delivered to the troops of his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty. Provided. always, that this article ſhall 
extend to the fort, retrenchments, and depen- 
dencies. 

'IV. The garriſon of the fort, troops in the 
retrenchment and dependencies, ſhall not ſerve for 
the ſpace of eighteen months, neither againſt his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, or his allies. | 

V. All the officers and ſoldiers, Canadians, wo- 
men, and ſavages, which have been made pri- 
ſoners by land ſince the commencement of the 
war in North America, ſhall be delivered in the 


ſpace 
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ſpace of three months, at Carillow ; and accord. 


-1757* ing to the receipt which ſhall, be given by the 


French commanding officers, to whom they ſhall 
be delivered, an equal number of the. gartifon of 
Fort Wilkam, Henry ſhall'be: capacitated to ſerve, 
agreeable to the return given in by the Engliſh 
officer of the priſoners he has delivered. 

VI. An officer ſhall be given as an hoſtage till 

the detachment returns, whith (Half be given for 
an eſcort to his Britammie Majeſty's troops. 
VI. All the fick and wotirided; that are not 
in à condition to be tranfported to Fort Edward, 
ſhall remain under the protection of the Marquis 
de Montreal. ho will take proper care of them, 
anch return them ag woOm as recovered. 

VIII. Proviſiot for the fubfiſtente of the Bri- 
tiſh troops, ſhall be iſſued for this day and to- 
morrow only, N 
K. The Marquis de Montcalm, being willing 


ee ſhew' Colonel Monro, andthe garrifon undet 


his command, marks of his eſteem, on account 
of their honourable defence, gives them one piece 
Done in the trenches before Fort William Henry, 
the gth of Auguſt, 1757. 
| STO Monro. 
Agreed to in the name of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty,. agreeable to the power inveſted in me 


by the Marquis de Vaudrueill, his governor-ge- 


neral and ſieutenant · general of New France. 
Mord rear. 


Notwith- - 
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Notwithſtanding this capitulation, the Indian A. D. 

chief inſiſted upon a previous agreement with M. 8 
Montcalm; who had promiſed him the plunder 
of the Engliſh, and that his men ſhould have | 
their agreement. Accordingly the French gene- French 
ral, in defiance of the faith of the capitulation Indians to 
and of humanity, perfidiouſly and inhumanly gave — 
way to the Indian demand, and permitted the ſa- uon. 
vage blood - hounds to fall upon the diſarmed gar- 
riſon, and all, except 300, who with their colo- 
nels Monro and Young ſurrendered themſelves 
to the French, and 600: who fled and eſcaped 
to Fort Edward, were ſtripped, killed and ſkalpt *, Horrid 
They murdered all the Engliſh Indians and Ne- m 
groes found in the garriſon, or made them ſlaves. 
They cut the throats of moſt of the women, ript 
open their bellies, tore out their bowels and threw 
them in the faces of the expiring ſufferers : and 
taking the children by the heels, they beat their 
brains out againſt trees or ſtones, ſo that not one 
was ſaved, 

The French general found . in this fort Los on 
ſufficient to maintain 5000 men for fix months; * de. 
which he carried off, as well as the artillery, am- 
munition and warlike ſtores, baggage, arms, &c. 
and 100 live oxen, beſides horſes, &c. But he 


deſtroyed all the boats, which were not wanted to 


There did not ſurvive this maſſacre more than 1000 
men, including the oo above-mentioned. So that they mur- 
dered, after the capitulation, 1300 men, beſides women, chil- 
dren and other attendants. 


Vor. II. Sr tranſport 
19 | | 
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colonies. 


Remarks 
on this 


campaign. 
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tranſport the plunder; and entirely demoliſhed 


the fort and the works. 


Miſerable 
fate of the 


This - dreadful ſtroke, at a time there was no 
army to face the enemy, filled every mind with 
fear for the common ſafety. Nothing but the 
hopes of ſucceſs againft Louiſbourg, appeared to 


keep up the ſpirits of the Engliſh. But when, 


upon the back of this loſs, they were informed, 
that the attempt againſt Louiſbourg was dropt, 
and that the troops, which had been drawn from 
our northern frontiers, and thereby left the coun- 
try open, for the French to execute what plans 
they pleaſed againſt our forts and ſettlements, 
had been employed in nothing more than ſham- 
fights, &c. at Hallifax z while the enemy were 
demoliſhing our forts, and murdering our garri- 
ſons; it extorted theſe melancholy reflteftions, 
« Godonly knows where this will end---the French 
« execute almoſt every thing they attempt: we 
neither execute nor attempt any thing but noiſe, 


and a prohibition to the printers to tell the 


« world what they will and do Know without 


c their information.“ 


Such was the inglorious campaign of the year 
1757, in North America, A campaign, which, 
by the preparations made for it; promiſed a total 
ruin of the enemy. But which, by procraſtina- 
tion in England, and miſmanagement in Ame- 
rica, left the ſecurity of our provinces, and the 
intereſt of our allies in a much worſe ſituation, 


u In letter from New York, dated Auguſt 4, 1757. 
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than they were in the foregoing year. Mr. Pirr, A.D. 


during his ſhort adminiftration, we have ſeen, 
formed the plan, and put it into action with a vaſt 
increaſe of forces, which gave us the ſuperiority 
both by ſea and land, to attack the French in 
their ſtrongeſt holds, and to cut them out work to 
defend their own ſettlements. But when that ad- 
miniſtration was terminated, the enemy was ſuf- 
fered to get the ſtart of our armaments, and to 
pat Loviſbourg into ſuch a poſture of defence, as 

to defeat that well-concerted and appointed expe- 
dition, Our troops, which amounted to 20,000 
regulars, and almoft as many provincials, were ſo 
badly managed, that the places of greateſt dan- 
ger and importance, were left almoſt naked, or 


ſo garriſoned, as to fall a ſure prey to the enemy. 


Our allies were deſerted, and our people expoſed 
to murder and every act of barbarity, even in ſight 
of our troops. Our prodigious fleet failed only 
to become the ridicule of our enemies: And a 


vaſt tract of valuable territory followed the fate 


of the conqueſt made by M. Montcalm, at Fort 
Wiltam Henry. Misfortunes to be accounted 
for no otherwiſe than upon that certain maxim; 
where confuſion and ſtrife is, there will be diſcord 
and every evi work. The political conteſt about 


power at home, the inſtability of the adminiſtra- 


tion, and the frequent revolutions in the councils 
of the mother country, was the original and per- 
manent cauſe of that languor, which obſtructed 
all our military operations. When officers can 
keep their poſts, and preſerve their intereſt at 

Ce 2 court, 


1757. 
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A.D. court, without running into dangerous actions, 
757 they ſeldom will be forward to ſeek an enemy. 
And when a miniſtry is ſo changeable, that it is 
uncertain” whether a ſervice will be rewarded or 
condemned, a commander can have little encou- 
ragement to try the fortune of war. Beſides, 
ſhould the command be truſted in the hands of 
men ſubſervient to the will of thoſe, whoſe prin- 
Ciples are. averſe to vigorous meaſures, there can 
be no expectations from the moſt powerful fleets. 
and armies. Where this bane of all national virtue 
gets the aſcendant, neither honour, nor courage, 

nor love of our country, will ever be able to pre- 
vail with a court - dependent to do his duty. | 
Affair in How unlike were theſe tranſactions to the pro- 
. greſs made by our allies in Germany. The diſtreſs 
Compara- Of Pruſſia has been already deſcribed . Let us 
_ ſurvey the Pruſſian, dominions, and meaſure the 
Profia' 3 remains of thoſe poſſeſſions under that crown in 
' April laſt, and which have been torn from it by 
the Auſtrians, Swedes, French and Ruſſians, in 

the ſhort ſpace of ſeven months. Than which 
nothing can give a ſtronger idea of the dangerous 

and ruinous ſituation of his Pruſſian Majeſty; 

deprived of the means of raiſing both men and 

money. The duchy of Guelders, the duchy of 
Cleves, the principality of Moers, the counties of 
Linger and Lipſtad, the principalities of Minden, 
Eaſt-Frieſland and Embden, part of the archbi- 
ſhoprick of Magdebourgh, ſome other n of the 


F 210 Ses ra. ack and 282, Vol. u. 
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Marche, ducal. Pomerania, a-great part of Sileſia, 4. D. 
and even of the kingdom of Pruſſia, including 1757 
Berlin the capital; in a word, almoſt all his do- 
minions were either taken from him, or laid un- 
der contributions and poſſeſſed by enemies, who 
collected the public revenues, fattened on the con- 
tributions, and with the money, they drew from the 
electorate of Hanover, and other conqueſts. Where 
was he to get recruits for his army, or the neceſ- 
faries for their ſubſiſtence? Beſides, he had to 
contend with an army of Ruſſians, another of Au- 
ſtrians, another of French, another of Imperialiſts, 
and another of Swedes. | 

Vet how much ſoever theſe. prognoſticated his io his 
total ruin; his Majeſty met with effectual re- Profizn 


Majeſt | 
ſources in the wiſdom of his councils; in the fide- condudted 3 


himſelf 


lity and bravery of his troops, and in the pro- under his 
tection of a good providence. He ſaw no alter- 1 
native but to ſubmit to inglorious terms of peace. 

He was not only thus beſet and threatened, but 
he had loſt the aſſiſtance of the army of obſerva- 
tion, which had laid down their arms under a ca- 
pitulation, that diſabled them to aſſiſt him. He 
ſummoned all his courage, all his policy; with the 
former he marched to meet his enemies, and beat 
them: with the latter he repaired the injury, which 
was levelled againſt him, by the PR x of the 
army at Stade. 

Ruſſia was the firſt object is his arms. He 
was reſolved, if poſſible, to check their intruſion. 
into the quarrels of Germany, His firſt eſſay was 

to try the force of ſound reaſon, and that mode- 
„ ration, 


— 
— — * 
* . i © -- e<F* 
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A. P. ration, which becomes a great King, renowned for 
757 his wiſdom and arms. He cauſed the following 
declaration of his ſentiments to precede his army. 


| The King * TT is ſoficiently known, that. the Kiog - of 
9 Pruſſia, after the example of his glorious 
. a anceſtor 8, has, Ever ſince his acceſſion to the 
| crown, laid it down as a maxim, to ſeek the 
friendſhip of the imperial court of Ruſſia, and 
cultivate it by every method. His Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty hath had the ſatisfaction to live, for ſeveral 
ſucceſſive years, in the ſtricteſt harmony with the 
reigning Empreſs ; and this happy union- would 
be ſtill ſubſiſting, if evil- minded potentates had 
not broke it by their ſecret machinations, and car- 
ried things to ſuch a height, that the miniſters on 
both ſides have been recalled, and the correſpond+ 
ence broken off. = 
However melancholy theſe circumſtances 
might be for the King, his Majeſty was neverthe- 
leſs moſt attentive to prevent any thing that might 
increaſe the alienation of the Ruſſian court. He 
hath been particularly careful, during the diſturb- 
ances of the war that now unhappily rages, to 
avoid whatever might involve him in a difference 
with that court, notwithſtanding the great griev- 
ances he hath to alledge againſt it, and that it 
was publickly known, the court of Vienna had at 
laſt drawn that of Ruſſia into its deſtructive views, 
and made it ſerve, as an inſtrument for favouring 


the ſchemes of "RIGGS 


His 
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His Majeſty hath given the whole world 
inconteſtible proofs, that he was under an in- 
diſpenſible neceſtity of having recourſe to the 
meaſures he hath taken againſt. the courts of Vi- 
enna and Saxony, who forced him by their can- 
duct to take up arms for his defence. Yet, even 
ſince things have been brought to this extremity, 
the King hath, offered to lay down. his arms if 
proper ſecurities ſhould be granted to him. 

« His Majeſty hath. not neglected to; expoſe 
the artifices by which the imperial court of Ruſ- 
ſia hath been drawn into meaſures ſo oppoſite to 
the Empreſs's ſentiments, and which would ex- 
cite the utmoſt indignation of that great princeſe, 
if the truth could be placed before her, without 
diſguiſe. The King did more. He ſuggeſted to 
her Imperial Majeſty ſufficient means either to ex- 
cuſe her taking no part in the preſent war; or to 


avoid, upon the juſteſt grounds, the execution of 


\ thoſe engagements, which the court of Vienna 
claimed by a manifeſt abuſe of obligations, which 
they. employed to palliate their unlawful views. 
It wholly depended upon the Empreſs of Ruf- 
ſia to extinguiſh the flames of war, without un- 
ſheathing the ſword, by purſuing the ' meaſures 
ſuggeſted by the King. This conduct would have 
immortalized her reign throughout all Eyrope. 
It would have gained her more laſting glory, than 
can be acquired by the greateſt triumphs. 
The King finds with regret, that all his pre- 
caution and care to maintain peace with the Ruſ- 


d See page 194, Vol. II. 
Cc 4 ſian 


497 
. D. 
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A. D. fian Empire are fruitleſs, and that the intrigues 
1757- of his enemies have prevailed. His Majeſty ſees 


all the conſiderations of friendſhip and good neigh- 


bourhood ſet aſide by the Imperial court of Ruf- 


ſia, as well as the obſervance of its engagements, 
with his Majeſty. He ſces that court march- 


ing its troops through the territories of a foreign 


power, againſt the inclination of that power, and 
contrary to the tenor of treaties, in order to 


attack the King in his dominions, and thus taking 
part in a war, in which his enemies have involved 


the Ruſſian Empire. 
In ſuch circumſtances, the King hath no other 
part to take, but to employ the power, which 


God hath entruſted to him, in defending himſelf, 


ponaiing his n and repelling every unjuſt 
attack. 


. His Majeſty will never loſe Gght of the rules, 


which are obſerved, even in the midſt of war, 


among civilized nations. But if, contrary to all 


hope and expectation, theſe rules ſhould be vio- 


lated by the troops of Ruſſia, if they commit in 


the King's territories, ' diſorders and exceſſes dif- 


allowed by the laws of arms, his Majeſty muſt 


not be blamed if he makes repriſals in Saxony, 
and if, inſtead of that good order and rigorous 


diſcipline, which have hitherto been obſerved by 
his army, avoiding all forts of violence, he finds 
himſelf forced, contrary to his inclination, to ſuf- 


fet the provinces and ſubjets of Saxony to be 


1 Poland. 


treated 
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treated in the ſame manner, as his own whritories A. D. 
ſhall be treated. wy r £797" 

As to the reſt, the Ring will 60 publiſh to 
the whole world the futility of the reafons alledged 
by the Imperial court of Ruſſia to juſtify its ag- 
greſſion: And as his Majeſty is forced upon 
making his defence, he has room to hope with 
confidence, that the Lord of hoſts will bleſs his 
righteous arms, that he will diſappoint the unjuſt 
enterpriſes of his enemies, and grant him his 
powerful aſſiſtance to enable him to nm head 
againſt them.“ 

His Pruſſian Majeſty ſupported this n Detaches 
with an army of 30, ooo men, who, after they had zk 
heard of the horrid barbarities committed by the hem. | 
Ruſſian detachments, ſent by their general over p 
moſt parts of Pruſſia, beſides burning and deſtroying 1 
every place and thing in their way, marched with a 
full determination to attack their main army, in 
its intrenchments, though it confiſted of 80,000 
regular forces; and well fortified in a camp, on 
an advantageous ſituation near Norkitten. M. 
Lehwald was provoked to this reſolution by the 
diſtreſſes ® of a country, he was not able to protect 

, Or 


A letter from the Pruſſian army under Marſhal Lebarald, aurit- 
ten before the battle, and publiſhed by authority at Berlin. 


The enemy, notwithſtanding their ſuperiority, are en- 
trenching themſelves, and ſtudy only to ruin the country in 
the moſt barbarous manner. The farmers have ſown none of 
their lands this ſeaſon, and the enemy forage all without di- 

| ſtinction. 
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or deliver from the cruel- invader by any other 


757 means. The Ruſſian army was formed in four 
Strengthof 1;nes : each line defended by a numerous artillery, 


the Ruſ- 


fans en- and with batteries erected on all the eminences, 


camped. 


ſian general, who had his Majeſty's expreſs orders 


containing in all 200 pieces of cannon. How- 
ever, the mean opinion of their diſcipline and uſe 


of arms, added to the deſire of revenge for the ene- 


my's inhuman behaviour, ſo encouraged the Pruſ- 


to rilque every thing rather than remain inactive, 


and ſuffer theſe ſavages to penetrate any farther into 


his dominions, that he attacked this fortiſied camp 


NinAtion. General Fermer's army has maintained pretty good 


diſcipline ; and if it has plundered, it has not maſlacred or 
maimed. But nothing can equal the diſorders and cruelties 
which mark the rout of the grand army. They cut off the 
noſes and ears of the country people, becauſe they had nothing 
more to give, and their cattle: were drove away, and ſold to 
the army for eight groſs a head. The Coſſacks, they ſaid, 
muſt have ſubſiſlance and get money. The diſorders they 
have committed ſtrike horror. Many of the inhabitants of 
Pruſſia have been hanged, others have had their legs cut off, 
or been ript up alive and their hearts tore out, Children 
have been carried off from their parents ; and in ſhort ſuch 
atrocious cruelties are exerciſed as ſhock human nature, and 
will fix eternal infamy on an enemy, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, and who promiſe nothing, but moderation and good 


| diſcipline, in the memorials they have publiſhed. The inha- 


bitants of the country, driven to deſpair, take arms where- 
ever they can get them, and endeavour to defend their lives 
and the few effects they have carried off to their places of re- 


treat. The maſter of a veſſel from Riga, adds to this ſhocking 


account, that above 100 women had choſen rather to throw 


themſelves into the ſea at Memel, than ſubmit to the brutali- 


ties offered them by theſe monſters. 


at 
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at five in the morning on the 3oth of Auguſt, A. D. 
with ſuch vehemency, that they entirely broke te 
whole firſt line of the enemy, and forced all their y Cut 
batteries. The Ruſſian cavalry were routed, and Lebwald. 
a regiment of grenadiers were cut to pieces, by a 
regiment of Pruſſian dragoons, led on the ſervice 

by the Prince of Holſtein Gottorp, brother to 

the King of Sweden. But this action was of that 
ſevere. kind, as made it neceſſary for the Pruſſian 
general to deſiſt from any further attempt. For, Lo of the 
he loſt in this attack gooo men (the Ruſſian ac- 

count ſays 10,000 killed and wounded). So that 

when he came up to the ſecond entrenchment, 
which was ſtronger than the firſt, he prudently re - 

tired rather than expoſe his whole army. Which 
reſolution he performed with excellent order, and 
without one attempt of the enemy to diſturb his 

rear, only being obliged to leave behind him- the 
artillery , he had taken from the firſt line, and 
eleven pieces of his own cannon, for want of pro- 

per carriages. 

This obliged the Ruſſians to be more cautious InBiniey | 
how they traverſed the diſtant parts of the coun- fans, 
try, in parties; and gave General Apraxin ſuch a 
ſample of the ſervice he was to expect, ſhould he 
proceed to favour the operations of Count Daun, 

as his inſtructions directed, that Lehwald's re- 
treat, in a great meaſure, anſwered the purpoſes of 
a victory in favour of Pruſſia. : 
The Ruſſians loſt in this engagement 10, ooo, Their lost. 
others ſay 14,000 men killed; but the account 
1 Eighty pieces of cannon. 
3 publiſhed 


42 


* 
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AD; publiſhed by M. Apraxin reduces them to 7000, 


155 


amongſt whom were three generals. Their wound- 


ed were very conſiderable”, amongſt theſe was 


General Lapuchin and a colonel of artillery, who 


with many more were made'priſoners. No officer 
of diſtinction fell amongſt the Pruſſians: nor was 
there any one but Count Dohma wounded. 

M. Lehwald having muſtered his army after 
this ſevere ſervice in his camp, to which he return- 


dd back at Velau, changed their poſition for one 


Their 
flight. 


more advantageous at Peterſwald, that he might 
more effectually retard the further motions and 
progreſs of the enemy, in caſe they ſhould make 
any further movements. But on the thirteenth 
of the next month, after the Ruſſians had remained 
totally inactive from the time of this action near 


Norkitten, M. Apraxin broke up his ſtrong 
camp, and in a ſudden and ſurpriſing manner re- 
treated out of Pruſſia, with ſuch: precipitation, that 
he left between 15 and 16000 ſick and wounded, 
eighty pieces of cannon, and a conſiderable part 


of his military ſtores, behind him. 


'two routs, and was managed with ſo much art, 


This flight was made in two columns, and by 


by 


un As appears by the number mentioned below. 


One proceeded towards Meme]: the other took the 


neareſt way to their own country, through the bailiwic of Ab- 
ſternen or through Lithuania. 

It does not, to this time, appear what could be the real 
cauſe ;* but as the Czarina was about that time Rized with an 


apoplectic fit, it was given out, that the army was 5 
ome 
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by advancing the irregulars towards the Pruſſian 4. P. 


army to cover the deſign; that it was not diſcover- _ "er" 
ed till the third day. M. Lehwald upon the firſt. 
notice detached Prince George of Holſtein with: © 
10,000 horſe to purſue-the ryn-aways: but they 
had made ſuch forced marches, that they eſcaped, 
except a few, which the Prince made priſoners, 
and ſome ſtragglers, who were killed by the coun- 
try people on the road to Tilſit. 718 

Both columns burnt every village in heir way c 
without diſtinction. And committed ſuch other 
acts of barbarity, that they left the roads behind 
them ſtrewed with dead bodies of men and horſes. 
And thus the Ruſſians entirely evacuated the Pruſ- 
ſian dominions, except Memel. di 

For this turn his Pruſſian Majeſty was again de- 
livered from the powerful diviſion made to his 
arms by the Ruſſians in favour of Auſtria, He 
had no troops to ſpare for the deſence of his ter- 
ritories invaded by the French, and to give them 
battle. Wherefore the French marſhal revelled 
with impunity in the open country, meeting with 
no oppoſition, and after a long blockade reduced * 
Guelders to ſurrender by famine e, on the 24th of Guelders 
Auguſt. The whole country was now left exe lates... 
poſed to the enemy, as far as Magdeburg, and 


* 


home to ſupport the regulations ſhe had made about a ſueceſ- 
ſor, in caſe of a'vacancy on the throne. It is moſt Sr 
that they wanted ſubſiſtence. 

„ By capitulation, which permitted the garriſon. to- ents 
cut with honours of war, and to be eſcorted to Berlin. But 
moſt of them deſerted before they arrived at Cologn. 


8 ou e | the 
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A. D. the revenues were appointed for and received by 


1757- the Empreſs Queen v. He watched the Auſtrians 
and Imperiatifts, and commanded M. Lehwald to 
— Poe chaſtiſe the Swedes, who had penetrated into 
merania. Pruſſian Pomerania, juſt before the retreat of the 
Ruſſians, and had laid the neighbouring country 
under contribution. 
The Swediſh general publiſhed a manifeſto to 
Juſtify this unexpected and extraordinary meaſure, 
| in the name of che King of Sweden, ſetting; forth, 
Manifeſto, ** That his Majeſty in quality of guarantee of the 
. « treaty of Weſtphalia could not excuſe himſelf 
„ from cauſing his troops to enter the Pruffian 
« dominions and diviſion of the Duchy of the 
« Anterior Pomerania, being by ſuch guarantee 
„ obliged to be vigilant in the ſupport of the 
<< conſtitutions of the Empire, at that time in- 
4% fulted, to obtain ſuch ſatisfaction as the ſtates 
<« of the Empire, which had ſuffered injury, had 
« a juft right to expect, and to reſtore them the 
4% peace, which had been infringed by rhe viola- 

«© tion of the ſaid treaty of Weſtphalia.” 
Anfweres To which his Pruſſan Majefty replied *, and 
bythe proved in a moſt convincing manner, © That the 
Prflis. crown of Sweden could not, upon any legal foun- 
dation, lay any thing to his charge, to make it 
appear that he had really diſturbed the peice of 
Weſtphalia : and enjoined his vaſſals, magiſtrates, 
» She immediately received 200,000 crowns from Cleves 

and la Marcke. 


4 By his General Manteuffel, who had a command of 
12,000 men in Pomerania, to cover Stetin from any ſurprize. 
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and ſubjects, in the Anterior Pomerania, not to 4. D. 


pay any regard to the Swediſh declaration, but to 1757s 


| preſerve their fidelity and allegiance to him their 
lawful Sovereign, upon the penalty of — 
his moſt rigorous indignation, 

The Swediſh army conſifted of 22,000 men, 
under Count Hamilton; but as ſoon as M. Leh- 
wald found himſelf at liberty, he detached 16,000 
men, under Prince George of Holſtein Gottorp, 
into Pomerania, and ſoon after followed with the 
reſt of his army. He not only recovered the 
country they had ſeized on, but ſwept them away 
and added to his maſter's dominions all Swediſh 
Pomerania, except the fortified town of Stral- 
fund*; and with heavy contributions made the 
Duke of Mecklenburg repent of his alliance againſt 
his Pruffian Majeſty, Thus ended the Swediſh 
campaign, who, without one battle, loft half their 
men by fickneſs, defertion, &c. 
Ho to repair the ruinous ſtate of hi ectritories 
in Weſtphalia was more than he could foreſee, 
could there be found no way to prevent a neu- 
trality for Hanover, and to prevail with the allies, 
that had been diſarmed at Cloſter- Seven, to re- 
enter the field. With thoſe views his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, as ſoon as he was apprized of a conven- 


r The Swedes did expect to be joined by 15,000 French 
and 6000 Mecklenburgers: but M. Lebwald ftriking the blow 
in time prevented this junction, and reduced the Swedes to 
ſuch ſtraits, that their General was afraid of being reduced to 
the neceſſity of the garriſon of Pirna; as renn his diſ- 


patches to his court. 
tion 
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A. P. tion with the F rench Marſhal, wrote the following 
'757* manly and pathetic letter, with. his own hand, to 


his Britannic Majeſty. 
— — « I Juſt e dove hat the buſineſs of a neutrality 
Jetter * for the E—— e of H r, is not yet 


Eren Bri. dropped. Can your Majeſty . have - ſo little con- 


in on the ſtancy and firmneſs as to ſink under a few croſs 
un. events ? Are affairs in ſuch a bad plight that they 
| cannot be retrieved ? Conſider the ſtep. which your 
Majeſty purpoſes to take, and that which. you 
have made me take. You are the cauſe of all the 
misfortunes that are ready to fall upon me, 1 
never would have broken my alliance with France, 
but for your fair promiſes, I repent not of my 
treaty with your Majelty ; but do not ſhamefully 
abandon me to the mercy of my enemies, after 
having brought upon me all the powers of Eu- 
rope. 1 expect that your Majeſty will remember 
your engagements, renewed. the 26th , paſt, and 
that you will not liſten to any engagement in which 
I am not comprehended. by | 


His Britannic Majeſty, in anſwer to this letter, 
ordered the following declaration to be communi- 
cated to all foreign miniſters reſiding at the Britiſh 
court, on the 16th of — | 


HE King haviog ordered. an n account to be 
given him of the repreſentations of M. 


Michell, in relation to ſome overtures made by 
his Majeſty's cleforal miniſters concerning the 
checks 
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checks received in Germany, hath commanded, 


that anſwer be given to the King of Pruſſias mi- 


niſter, That it never was his Majeſty's intention, 


that the ſaid overtures, made without the partici- 


pation of the Britiſh council, ſhould have the leaſt 


. influence on his Majeſty's conduct, as King. His 
Majeſty ſees, in the ſame light as before, the per- 


nicious effects of the union between the courts f 


Vienna and Verſailles, which threaten a ſubverſion 
of the whole ſyſtem of public liberty, and of the 
independence of the European powers. He con- 
ſiders, as a fatal conſequence of this dangerous 
connection, the ceſſion made by the court of Vi- 
enna of the ports of the Netherlands to France, 
contrary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn treaties; 
and, in ſuch a critical ſituation, whatever may be 
the ſucceſs of arms, his Majeſty is determined to 
act in conſtant concert with the King of Pruſſia, 


in employing the moſt efficacious means to fru- 


ſtrate the unjuſt and oppreſſive deſigns of their 
common enemies; and the King of Pruſſia may 


aſſure himſelf that the Britiſh crown will continue 


to fulfil, with the greateſt punctuality, its en- 
gagements with his Pruſſian Majeſty, and to ps 
port him with firmneſs and vigour. 


Whitehall, Sept. 16, HoLDERNESSE. 


His Britannic Majeſty, in quality of Elector of 
Hanover, did alſo apply, by the following re- 


markable memorial, to the diet of the Empire, 


for relief and redreſs in the diſtreſſed condition of 


A his 


a 
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* French. | 


ane PHE differentes/ faps the memorial, 


OI | ariſen between the crowns of England 


to theDyet ad France had ſcarce been followed by ſome hof. 
be. tilitles, when the latter loudly threatned to be re- 

venged for the ſame on the Electoral dominions 

of his Britannic Majeſty ; and the preparations 
then made on the Rhine and the Moſelle, toge- 
ther with the various motions of the French, were 
more than ſufficient to prove the reality of os 
potentate's deſigns. 

* While matters ſtood thus (i. e. towards the 
autumn of the year 1755) the King of Great 
Britain had no Electoral miniſter at the court of 
Vienna: however, his Majeſty amicably expreſſed 
his ſentiments to that court by the mouth of Mr. 
Keith, the Britiſh miniſter; repreſented to her the 
danger to which his German dominions and the 
whole Empire were expoſed, and demanded the 
ſuccours ſtipulated by the treaties of alliance and 
guaranty that ſubſiſted between the two courts. 

„ They could not miſtake at Vienna the great- 
neſs and reality of the danger, nor diſown that 
it would be unjuſt, to involve, in the war, the 
ſtates of the Germannic body that had no intereſt 
in the differences above-mentioned, and to moleſt 
or trouble ſeveral other conſiderable provinces of 
Germany by the march of armies ; but theſe re- 
preſentations were fruitleſs. Far from, ſeeing the 


performance of the Promiles of a real ſuccour, 
and 
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total dominions, he could: not even obtain from 
the empire dehortatory reſcripts to the adjacent 
circles, in order to prevent their favouring the de · 
Ggts of France, and giving her aſſiſtance. | 
In the mean while the danger greatly increaſ- 
ed: France ſent to Berlin an envoy extraordinary. 
charged, no doubt, to induce, if poſſible, the 
King of Pruſſia to diſturb, on his part, the Electo- 
rate of Hanover: at the ſame time ſhe went on 
with her preparations, and continued her menaces; 
and it was but too plainly perceived, the approach» 
ing winter was the only cauſe that prevented her 
carrying them into execution. This isa due * 
count of the ſituation of affairs at that time, 
An the month of February 1456, the King 
of Great Britain, after a ſhort negociation, con- 
cluded a treaty with the King of Pruſſia, the drift 
of which was only to maintain the general tran- 
quillity of Europe; to ſecure, in particular, the 


repoſe of Germany, notwithſtanding the differences 


ſubſiſting between the courts of London and Ver- 
ſailles; to uſe the utmoſt endeavours on both ſides, 
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1757- 


towards hindering their reſpective allies froin un- 


dertaking any thing againſt the dominions of either 
of the contracting powers; in ſhort, * To join 


their forces, in order to preſerve the tranquil- 


« lity of the empire, and to oppoſe the paſſage of 
„ foreign troops, in cafe any power, under any 
<« pretext whatſoever, ſhould march an a thn into 
Germany, u- its repoſe,” | 


Men! 45 ax - Ps you | 
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This treaty, ſuch as it is here repreſented, 


1757- e moreover provided for the ſafety of all the do- 


© minions which her Imperial and Royal Majeſty 


„ poſſeſſes in the empire, and thoſe which belong 
1 thereto;“ nay, the Auſtrian Netherlands had 


even been expreſsly named therein, had not his 
Pruſſian Majeſty grounded the exception of thoſe 
provinces upon an unanſwerable argument, name- 
ly, That in all the treaties which he himſelf 
„had concluded with the Empreſs Queen, he 

„ never guaranteed the Netherlands';” ſo that in 
creating with a third power, he could not far- 
ther exrend his GIN in favour of * ** 


preſs Queen. 


The more the King fattered himſelf that the 
Emperor, as head of the Empire, would applaud 
this treaty, which aimed at nothing but to ſecure 
the Empire committed to his care, from a danger 
whoſe conſequences might be eaſily foreſeen, the 


more did he hope that the Empreſs Queen would 
acknowledge the ſervice he rendered to the terri- 


tories, which that Princeſs poſſeſſes in Germany: 
at leaſt, his Britannic Majeſty might reckon that 
the Germannic body would think themſelves un- 
der ſome obligations to him, for the care he took 
to hinder Germany from becoming again the theatre 
of war, and to ſecure its e as that of 
you own dominions. 

« Nevertheleſs, this weary was ſcarcely pub- 
liſhed, with that frankneſs and candour, which 
always accompany upright, innocent, and ſalu- 
tary acts, than ſome people began to put ſiniſter 
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conſtructions upon it, and to give out, that it A. D. 
teemed . ane ** and 1757+ 


other matters. dt. 


His Majeſty's patriotic Aae och to 


have been better known: ſentiments which never 


ſuffered: him to indulge any partial views, either 
in political or religious affairs; they could not but 
know, that om all occaſions he has had an eye to 
the maintenance of the Germannic ſyſtem and 
conſtitutions, and that he has given reiterated and 


inconteſtible proofs thereof. They could not 


therefore, without injuſtice, ſuſpect his Majeſty 
of having deſigns, or being inclined to take ſteps, 
that might create troubles in the heart of the Em- 

pire, of which he is himſelf one of the principal 


members, and whoſe intereſts have ever been ſo 


dear to him, that ſome years ago he ſpared neither 
his treaſures nor his troops, nor even his ſacred 
perſon, to deliver it from the invaſion of its ene- 


mies. His Britannic Majeſty nevertheleſs did not 


heſitate to inform the head and the members of 
the Empire of the full contents of the treaty he 
had recently concluded, adding to this informa- 


tion, ſuch declarations, as were fit to remove r | 


the leaſt idea of ſuſpicion and diſtruſt. 
*,A1l the world knows, that ſoon after, i. e. 
May 1, 1756, the Empreſs Queen, notwithſtand- 
ing, concluded not only a neutrality convention, 
but alſo a treaty of union and friendſhip pretendedly 
defenſive, with the very crown with which his 
Majeſty, as King of Great Britain, was in open 
war, and which threatened to carry fire- and ſword 
Dd 3 825 into 
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A. D. into his Electoral dominions.“ To appearance, 
1757+ this treaty had been long before meditared; and 


had already been a conſiderable time on the anvil. 
Pis likewiſe well known, that as ſoon as this 


treaty was concluded, jealouſics began to break 


out” between the Empreſs Queen! and:the King of 
Pruffia, and that they at laſt ended in an open 
war, which occahoned his Pruſſian Majeſty o en. 
ter the Electorate of Saxony and Bohemia. 


It is moreover. publicly kno un, that the Kiog 


Fs, abſulutely ignorant of the King of Prufiia's 


entering Saxony that his Britannic Majeſty did 
nat hear of it till after the event y that he deteſted 
the hoſtilities that broke out ; that he adviſed the 
contrary ; that he taok no part, nar would be 

concerned in it and that he would employ all his 
force, and bend his care to keep foreign troops at 


© {diſtance from his country and the territories ad- 


Jacent, and to feaure his German dominious from 
the threatened danger. 
In this ſtrain did his Majeſty. ſpeak by. bis 


miniſters at Vienna, Ratiſhap, and every where elſe: 


this was the ſole end of his deliberations, and af 


the- meaſures be took, without concerning himſelf 


with what was doing in Saxony and Bohemia. 
It was in cenſequence of the ſame motive, that 
the King voted for the mediation of the Empire, 


and for reſtoring the tranquillity of Germany, 


when the affair was laid before the Dyet ; becauſe 
his Majeſty was convinced, that this meaſure was 


the eaſieſt and the fitteſt to bring about the reſti- 
tution of Saxony, and the countries depending on 


it, 


x 
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jt, and perhaps indemnifications too; whereas the < — 


other means that prevailed have produced nothing 
(as dire experience has ſhewn) but a horrible effu - 
ſion of blood, with the devaſtation and ruin of 
many ſtates and innocent ſubjects; nor can we 
yet foreſee when there will de an * nen 
dreadful calamities. 
It is true, that a NEUTRALITY e ene 

to the King, partly immediately from the court 
of Vienna, and partly by the mediation of Den- 
mark ; but ſuch conditions were tacked to 118 
neutrality, as rendered the acceptance impoſſible, 
They would have had his Majeſty give the 
French a free paſſage through his dominions; to 
furniſh thoſe troops with proviſions, forage, and 
waggons, for almoſt nothing; and this at a time 
when his Majeſty. could ſcarce guard his ſubjects 
againſt a famine. They inſiſted upon his putting 
Hamelen into their hands; they wanted him to 
confine his troops within à narrow circle in his 
on dominions; they inſiſted that they ſhauld be 
kept there almoſt like prifoners of war: in ſnort, 
they would have deprived him of the liberty of 


marching a ſingle man from ane place to another, 


without the conſent of France, * 
During the negociatiqn relative to this neu- 


trality, France not only marched the ſyccour of 


24,000 men, ſtipulated by her . treaty with the 


Empreſs Queen, but alſo ſent directly into ma. 


phalia, an army of 80,000 men. 

N The King's army remained till che _ of 

April in quarters of cantonment-along the We- 
Dd 4 ſer; 
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A. D. ſer; but the French, by exorbitant demands of 
1757» proviſions and waggons, which far exceeded the 


faculties of the country, having ruined the county 
of Bentheim, pitched upon the city of Munſter 
for a place of arms, marched from all parts to- 


wards that city, and thereby evinced their deſign 


upon his Majeſty's eleoral dominions; he then 

cauſed the army of obſervation under the Duke of 
Cumberland to croſs the Weſer, and to advance 
as far as Rittberg, Bielfeld, and Hervoerden ; 
nevertheleſs, the King cauſed the moſt ſolemn de- 
clarations to be given every where, -that he was 
very far from intending to act offenſively againſt 
any of his co-eſtates of the empire, or even 


- againſt France; and that he had no other views 


than to ſecure from invaſion, with the help of the 
Almighty, 'his own dominions, and * territories 
of the neighbouring Princes. 

The events that followed are too well known 
to need a recital here. 

The principality of Eaſt Frizeiand, about 
which his Majeſty has a ſuit depending in the Aulic 
Council againſt the King of Pruſſia, has been at- 
tacked and conquered, and its inhabitants obliged 
to ſwear allegiance to the Empreſs Queen, | 
„The countries of Heſſe Caſſel have been in- 
vaded by a body of 15 or 20,000 men, and wreſt- 
ed from their lawful maſter, who hath been con. 
ſtrained to take refuge at Hamburgh. | 

At the ſame time another body of French 


troops made an irruption on the Upper Weſer, 
took „ COR Nordheim, Hardeg- 


ſen 
2 
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en, -Hedemunden, Uffar, and Eimbeck, cauſed A. B. 


42s 


allegiance to be ſworn every where to the King of 7h 


France, lodged their ſick in the beſt churches, ex · 
torted immenſe quantities of proviſions and wag- 
gons, on the leaſt delay plundered whole villages, 
mal- treated the magiſtrates, and (to give a 
ſketch of French military execution) reduced other 


villages to aſhes, waſted or burnt the fields, and 


thereby deprived the wretched inhabitants of the 
very hope of the rich crop the land promiſed. 
eln the mean time, the main body of che 
French army paſſed the Weſer in ſeveral places, 
re-aſſembled again, and then drew near the King's 
army of obſervation, which, on account of ſupe- 
riority in numbers, was obliged to retire into the 
countries of Bremen and Verden. 
The town of Hamelen fell into the. enemy” s 
hand, and Hanover ſhared the ſame fate; ſince 
which time the French army arbitrarily exat con- 
tributions, proviſions, forage, waggons, &c. with 
a high hand; they ſeize upon all the revenues, 


and all the public money ; in a word, they diſpoſe 1 


of the whole country, juſt as they pleaſe. 

« The territories of Wolfenbuttel have in like 
manner been inyaded and occupied, and they have 
left the Duke's family nothing but the caſtle of 

Blankenburg to reſide in. 
II t is clear from this narration, which may be 


authentically proved, that the King did not aſ- 


ſemble his troops, nor thoſe of his allies, with a 
view to act offen/fvely againſt any power whatever; 
but that his Majeſty's ſole aim was to ſecure, as 
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A D. far as poſſible, his dominions and thoſe of his 
757. allies, from violence and unjuſt pretenſlons. And 
though divine Providence has not been pleaſed to 
ſecond ſuch juſt and equitable views, the K ing has 
yet the confolation of being perſuaded, that the 
ſteps he has been obliged to take, vl be approved 

44 every impartial man. 

His Majeſty flatters bimelk, that his co- eſtates 
of the Empire, and thie powers that have at heart 
the reſtoration of the Germannic tranquillity, and 
the ſupport of the ſyſtem of the empire, will 

think of applying the ſpeedieſt remedies to pro- 
ceedings equally harſh and undeſerved, and put- 
ting an end to an oppoſition," which menaces Ger- 
many and all Europe with the moſt diſmal] conſe- 
quences; and that they will endeavour to procure 
the King ſatisfaction adegdate to the damages he 
bas ſuſtained,” "ey 


2, Gn fa the” mean time M. de Richelieu was enrich- 
- — ing himſelf with exeeſſive contributions, and the 


gard w the plunder of the countries, which laid expoſed to 
terms o 

— his arms; repairing his fortune conſumed in vices 

ventlon. at court, by the moſt cruel and barbarous means. 

He paid no regard to the conditions of the con- 

vention ; but praiſed every art, and tried every 

expedient, though ever ſo unjuſt and barbarous, 

Encourag- to fill his coffers, In which he was but too much 

= ogg encouraged by the diſlike ſhewn in the French 

eourt. court at the articles of the convention; who ex- 

pected that an army, penned up, as that at Stade 

was, ſhould have ſurrendered at diſcretion, at 

leaſt 
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leaſt on condition not 0 ſerve during 


* 


ar lp. 


againſt France and her allies, and inſiſted on diſ- 37. 


arming the auxiliary troops upon returning into 
their own country ; and therefore ſeemed more 
willing to provoke the allied army to reſume their 
arms, that the infringement of the convention 
might be thrown upon them, than to comply with 
the terms of the ſtipulated convention. On the 
other ſide, the Hanoverians were diſappointed i in 
their expectations. Ry laying down their arms, 
it was their opinion, that his Majeſty's Electoral 
dominions would have been delivered by a formal 
treaty from the Freneh invaders, and have obtain- 


ed the advantages of a neutral ſtate, But their hoſ- 


tile yiſcors took every ſtep to ſecure. their abode. 
They continued to extend their conqueſts. They 
_ enlarged-their demands. 
form of government“: and they, in defiance of 
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22 ee a French dee brate i bis Me 
Je, Gorman dominians, 

One Gautier, a farmer from Paris, having arrived at Han- 
over ſome days before Chriſtmas, and there fixed his office, a 
decree of council of the King of France appeared, dated the 
18th of October 1757, the tenor of which is as follows: 

„The King having charged Jean Faidy, citizen of Paris, 
to take upon him the receipt and adminiſtration of all the 
duties and revenues, belonging to his Majeſty in the Electorate 
of Hanover, conquered from the King of England, Elector 
of Hanover, and bring to account all ſach perſons as have had 
the receipt and adminiftration of them, ſince the conqueſt of 
the Electorate of Hanover; and all perſons, who, before the 
EleRorate of Hanover, and the other conquered countries, me 


They changed the very 
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the late ion, were enforcing every means 
to diſarm and enſlave ane and the 
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ed under his Miajelty's " dominian, » were wired | in the ai. 
rection and receipt of the revenues of the country, for all the 
ſums they ſhall have received, and to receive of them the ſams 
due for the value of their farms: and the King does hereby 
order, that till letters patent, ſealed and regiſtered, ſhall. be 
iſſued forth, the ſaid Faidy be put into poſleſſion of the di. 
reQion, receipt, and adminiſtration, of all the revenues and 
duties in the Electorate of Hanover, conquered from the King 
of Eogland, Elector of Hanover, from the time they have 
been ſubjected to his Majeſty : it is his Majeſty's will, that the 
receipt, direction, and. adminiſtration, of all the revenues 
whatſoever, be in the hands of the ſaid Jean Faidy, or others 


appointed by him; and, for that purpoſe, that all the papers, 


relating to the receipt, direction, and maintainance of the faid 
duties and revenues, be delivered to him -by-thofe, in whoſe 
cuſtody ſoever.they ſhall be found. It is his Majeſty's will | 
and order, that all thoſe, who have been employed in the re- 
ceipt and direction of the ſaid revenues, under what title ſo- 
ever, be obliged to deliver to the ſaid Jean Faidy, or his at- 
tornies, upon their giving receipts, the accounts they have 
given in, their regiſters, land- rolls, and other deeds, by vir- 
tue whereof they have received and collected the duties and 
revenues of the preceding ſovereign, and that the ſaid re- 


ceivers ſhall account for whats they have received, and ſhall 


pay the ſums ſtill remaining due from them, under pain of 
being obliged thereto by the ordinary methods uſed in the 
King's revenues and affairs: his. Majeſty empowers the ſaid 
Jean Faidy to remove the receivers, and all other perſons, 
who ſhall have been employed in any part of the direction, re- 
ceipt, and adminiſtration, of the ſaid duties and revenues, 
and to place others in their room, his Majeſty reſerving to 


himſelf the power of ordering the vouchers of thoſe in em- 


ployment who may be removed, to be produced, and to pro- 
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— critjcal eorjuncture, that the court A. p. 


of London took up the point in ne Han- 
| over 


vide for the reimburſing them the money they ſhall prove to 
have paid, in the manner he ſhall judge proper: his Majefty 
orders, that all perſons who have been entruſted under the 
preceding government with papers, relative to the revenues 
of the Electorate of Hanover, or thoſe that may hereafter be 
ſo, to communicate the ſame to the ſaid Jean Faidy, and to 
deliver authentic copies of all the papers he ſhall defire to have, 
without exemption under pain of diſobedience : his Majeſty 
in like manner orders, under the ſame penalties, that the ma- 


giſtrates of the towns, diſtricts, and commonalties, &c. ſhall 


deliver, upon the firſt requiſition of the ſaid Jean Faidy, efti- 
mates, certified by them, of the produce of fix years, rec- 
koning from the 1 of January 1751, to the laſt of December 
1756, of the duties and revenues which the ſaid towns, di- 
ſtricts, commonalties, and ſtates are in poſſeſſion of; that they 


1757. 


likewiſe deliver to the ſaid Jean Faidy, eſtimates of the ſuma 


they ſhall have paid to the preceding ſovereign during the 
ſaid ſix years, and of the charges neceſſarily incurred during 
the ſaid term, independant of the ſums they have paid: it is 
his Majeſty's intention and will, that the ſaid Jean Faidy be 
put into the poſſeſſion of the houſes, offices, and utenſils, hi- 
therto made uſe of in the management of the revenues, with 
the direction whereof he is charged, payment being made to 


the proprietors for rent, upon the footing he and they ſhall 


agree: his Majeſty likewiſe orders, that all thoſe who are ac- 
tually employed in the management of the revenues of the 
Electorate of Hanover, after having been authoriſed by the 
ſaid Jean Faidy, ſhall continue to act, without being obliged to 
take any new oaths ; and that thoſe, who ſhall come in upon 
a freſh eſtabliſhment, ſhall be admitted without any charges 
to take the oath, and diſcharge the duty of the employ- 
ments, to which they ſhall be named, upon the ſimple pre- 
ſentation of the ſaid Jean Faidy : his Majeſty orders, that all 


thoſe, who — be ne and indebted to the duties and 
revenues 


— 
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over convinced, when it was too late; chat there 
r but in a vigorous exter- 


tion 


revenues, of what nature benen bey be. comprekended: in 
the direction and adminiſtration, wich which the ſaid Jean 
Faidy is charged, ſhall be acquitted and diſcharged towards 
his Majeſty and all others, of whatſoever they ſhall be found 
to owe, by producing receipts from the ſaid Jean Faidy, his 

attornies, &c. of the accounts they ſhall have given in at the 
time they ſhall be balanced and acquitted : it is his Majeſty's 


will, that any diſputes, that ſhall ariſe withjregard to the ge- 


neral adminiſtration of all the duties and revenues of the 
Eleftorate of Hanover, wherewith the ſaid. Jean Faidy is 
charged, be brought before the intendant and commiſſary, who 


has the department of the congnered comntry, and adjudged by 


him, ſaving an appeal to his Majeſty's council only: his 
Majeſty enjvins the ſaid intendant and commiſſary of the ſaid 
department; to ſapport the execution of the preſent decree, 


Which ſhall be executed, notwithſtanding all oppoſition and 


Remarks. 


the ſame to all courts and judges: 


hindrances ;- of which, if any ſhould happen, bis Majeſty re- 
(arver.to hindalf eu iis council the <oguizatce, and forbid) 


Done at che King's: countil of Nate, held at Verſailles 
the 18th- d 117 oIy 757. | 
| tho edt EYNARD, 


It appears from the date ee eee that 


the council of Verſailles was employed in framing it immedi- 


ately after the convention of Bremeworde ; and the ſaid de- 
eree implies, that it was determined to change the govern- 
ment of the Electorate of Hanover, notwithſtanding what 
was enpreſoly promiſed by the capitulation, made the gth of 
Auguſt 1557, upon the ſurrender of the capital; and that the 
miniſtration herein mentioned, with which the ſaid Jean 
Faidy is charged, was to extend itſelf to the en which 


. | | 
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tion of her ſttengeh againſt ati enemy, that never A. P. 
quits poſſeſſion of theit acquiſitions, whether 7575 


made by force or fraud; throws herſelf and het 


cauſe entirely upon Great Britain; when the had 
found there were no hopes left of a neutrality, nor 


of relief from the Dyet of the Empire. 

They very juſtly charged Great Britain with 
the cauſe of their misfortunes 3 and applied to his 
Britannic Majeſty for aid and protection. Is it 
reaſonable, ſaid they, that a country, which 
parted with thoſe advantages and comforts, that 
are enjoyed by the influence of a courr, whoſe 
Sovereign refides in the heart of his native domi- 


nions, and is hot embarraſſed by the contending 


or contrary intereſts of an adventitious kingdom, 
ſhould be ruined, becauſe it has condeſcended to 
part with thoſe bleſſings ? Did not Hanover, that 
very Electorate ſeired in a hoſtile manner by the 
enemies of Great Britain, give a King to Great 
Britain, to maintain her laws, liberty, and religion, 
when they were endangered by a diſputable ſuc- 
ceſſion? And is Hanover to be thus rewarded, 
for the refuge granted to Great Britain in her 
diſtreſs, N r e mp to Pour T0008 "wer 


If ſo, this nde, made by the crown of France itſelf, 
cannot but be conſidered as an undeniable proof, that the faid 
crown had a premeditated deſign of making an ill uſe of the 
ceſſation of arms, in order to proceed in taking poſſeſſion of 
the ptovitices they had not yet ſeized upon, when the ceffation 
of arms was concluded, and bring to utter deſtruction the 


any method of preſerving it. 
blood 


Eleftorate of Hanover, without leaving the ſovereign thereof | 
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A. D. blood and treaſure. in the quarrels, of England ? 


757. 1 ſne to be abandoned by the only power ſhe has 


a juſt right to apply to for help, when denied the 
protection of the Germannic body, in a conſpiracy 


with France? His Majeſty, by being the common 


father of both people, ought equally to hear the 
voice of diſtreſs from an Hanoverian, as from a 
Briton. And be has given a. proof of this hy 
leaving his Germannic counſellors to act, as they 
thought moſt aten to their country's intereſt, 


at the late convention *, though it has not, and 


cannot haye its deſired effect, ſo long as it is 
the intereſt of France to maintain war againſt his 
Britannic Majeſty. The framers of the act of 
ſettlement knew that their future Sovereign was to 
be and to remain Elector of Hanover: that his 
being ſo was one of their main inducements: and 


chat the liberties of England depended upon thoſe 


of the proteſtant intereſt in Europe. When was 


there a time to be more watchful for the proteſtant 
intereſt of Europe, than at a time when the na- 
tural antipathy and the oppoſite intereſts of Bour- 
bon and Auſtria have united, and the Aulic Coun- 
cih countenanceth their meaſures, and approves of 

their hoſtilities ? Can the warmeſt anti · continental 
patriot in great Britain affirm, that the intereſts 
of Hanover had immediately any concern in 
lighting up the preſent war ? Had the Hanove- 
rians any concern in the American diſputes ? Were 


See his Majeſty's declaration in anſwer to. the King of 
Proſlia's letter, above on page 416, ſigned Holdernyfſe. 


the 
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the Hanoverians the primary objects of Auſtrian 4. P. 
ambition, or French invaſion. We tried What. . 
could be done by a neutrality, and by a conven- "exam 
tion: both have failed us. The terms of the for- — 
mer would have been diſhonourable. The latter — 
expedient have conſigned Hanover to ſufferings, 
that could be inflicted upon no other plea, than 
that the Elector is King of Great Britain. For, 
it cannot be thought, that France would have 
marched 80, ooo men acroſs ſuch an extent of com- 
fortleſs territory, to attack an Electorate, that is 
guaranteed to the houſe of Brunſwick by all the 
ſolemn acts, ties and treaties, that can render poſ- 
ſeſſion ſecure. But while the enemies of Great 
Britain will not diſtinguiſh between the intereſts 
of the King of England and the Elector of Han- 
over, as ſeparate and independant, Hanover will 
always be the ſufferer, though ſhe W not the 
leaſt provocation, 8 
Therefore in this diſtreſſed frenicn,:4 into | which Remarks 
they had been brought ſolely by their connections ("of che 
with England, (as well as upon the faith of trea- court in re- 
ties) the regeney of Hanover demanded immediate 4+. hd 
ſuccours from the Britiſh nation. The court of 
| London did not pretend to controvert the juſtice 
of the Hanoverian plea: they did not demur at 
their demand. But it was neceſſary, and it employed 
our councils for ſome time, ſo to aid, ſupport and 
deliver Hanover in its preſent diſtreſs, as not to 
diſable Great Britain from purſuing her own na- 
tional intereſt, and from preſerving that power, 
without which not only her allies, but herſelf 


Vor. II. Ee 8 muſt 
20 | . 
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muſt become a prey to the ambition of France. 


It was therefore firſt tried what might be effected 
by pacific meaſures. The court of London pro- 
poſed to extend the convention of Stade or Cloſter- 
Seven to a general armiſtice, and to found thereon 
a negociation for a general peace. Burt this could 


not be brought about. The French had got poſ- 


ſeſſion, and they were determined to keep the fa- 


their arms, and ſtand in the defence of their country 


vourite of his Britannic Majeſty in hand, to more 
advantage; while the ſucceſs of their arms in 
North America promiſed them more adequate con- 
ditions from the continuation of the war, than 
could be expected by a precipitate peace. The 
next recourſe was to arms. In which the Han- 
overians were juſtified by the breach of the con- 
vention, in ſo many particulars, by the French: 
and the Britiſh nation was obliged to ſuccour them 
upon the faith of treaties, and a principle of gra- 
titude for the ſufferings they bore on the account 


of their connection with Great Britain: a connec- 
tion not of their own ſeeking; but ſollicited and 
made by Britiſh councils. (See page 432.) 


From theſe conſiderations it was reſolved, That 


the Hanoverian army, who had been denied the 


ſtipulations, which they had a right to claim un- 
der the convention of Cloſter · Seven, ſhould hold 
themſelves releaſed from all obligation, on their 
part, according to the example ſne wn them by the 
French; and ſhould immediately aſſemble, reſume 


againſt all invaders. And it was farther reſolved, 


3 * po @ * 


n maintain and keep together the 


army 
3 
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army of obſervation, and to recommend 4 vigo- A. D. 


rous execution of this meaſure to the enſuing par- * 
liament. 


His Britannic Majeſty 8 nominated Pre rer. 


dinand in- 


and appointed Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, „weder 
the chie 


(brother to the Duke of Brunſwick, and well re- ommand. 
commended. for his military ſkill by the King of 


Pruſſia) commander in chief of this army, in the 


place and ſtead of his” Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Cumberland, who declined -a command, in 
which he had not met with that ſatisfaction, which 
is expected by an active, vigorous and vigilant 
commander j nor with a reception due to his abi- 
lities, and well-meaning endeavours, A circum- 
ſtance. regretted by all the ſenſible part of the nas 


tion, who have always found him a ſteady and 


uncorrupted friend to the intereſt of Englang, 
poſſeſſed of the entire alfe&tion of the Wye, ind 


known to have been a brave officer. 


This promotion was followed with a declaration 
of his Majeſty's morives for breaking the — 
tion of Cloſter-Seven ö his part, as Elector of 
Hanover. 18 Which was ſet forth che naked facts 


in the following words gde. WY” 


Po 


upon between the Dulle of Curtbetland and we Maſe 


che Marſhal Duke de Richlieu; but France was ries for 
no ſooner informed of it, than ſhe plainly mani- the con- 
felted, that ſhe would not acknowledge the va- 
lidity of the ſaid convention, but, on condition 


that he Hanoverian troops thould engage not to 
E e 2 ſerve 


N September 175 convedtion n HisBritan- 


vention, , 
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her allies. And ſhe alſo inſiſted on diſarming the 


auxiliary troops, upon returning into their own 
- Country. 


The Duke of Cumberland, who had, on his 
part, fulfilled all the conditions of the convention, 
and cauſed part of the troops, deſtined on their 
return for the country of Lawenbourg, to begin 
their march, could not conſider this new demand 
otherwiſe than as a manifeſt breach of the conven- 
tion; the Marſhal Duke de Richlieu having en- 


gaged not only to let the auxiliary troops depart 
freely, but the convention alſo ſetting forth in ex- 


preſs terms, that they Thould not be regarded as 
priſoners of war, under which quality alone the 


condition of laying down their arms could take 


place. Upon this, his Royal Highneſs ſent or- 

ders to the ſaid troops to halt. 15 
To reconcile this difference, expedients were 

propoſed, which left nowhadow of pretext to the 


oppoſite party. But all in vain, The troops, 


pent up in a narrow diſtrict, were expoſed to the 
rigour of the ſeaſon, and cut off from all necelſa- a 


ries and conveniences of every kind. 
The French at preſent pretend to treat the con- 


vention as a mere military ſcheme; and indeed it 


was at firſt nothing more: but on account of the 


1 above declaration of the court of F rance, which 


expreſsly ſuſpended its validity, and in conſe- 


quence of the negociation for diſarming the aux- 


iliaries, to which the French general would give 


no anſwer categorically, without waiting for in- 
4 | 8 ſtructions 


— . % a 
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ſtructions from Verſailles, the nature of that act A. D. 
was totally changed; and that which was then an 7 
act between general and n is now become 5 
court affair. 
- Hard as the ba dein of hs: convention were? 
for the troops of his Britannic Majeſty, Elector 
of Hanover, the King would have acquieſced in 
them, if the French had not diſcovered their de- 
ſign of totally ruining his army and his domini- 
ons; and, by the moſt evident infractions and 
outrageous conduct, have ſet the King free from 
every obligation, under which og was laid by the 
convention. 
The great end of the conventional act . 
end in itſelf of the very nature and eſſence of a pro- 
viſional armiſtice) was to enter directly on nego- 
ciations of peace, in order to prevent the total. 
ruin of the Electorate of Brunſwic-Lunenbourg; 
and to procure an accommodation for his Majeſty's 
allies. But the court of France has not only de- 
clared, time after time, that ſhe would not lend a 
hand towards a definitive pacification with his 
Majeſty, in quality of Elector, but has ſhewn 
plainly, by her continual violences, exceſſes, and 
inſupportable exactions, ſince the ſigning the con- 

vention, that her reſolution is, abſolutely to de- 
ſtroy the King's Electoral per as well as thoſe 
of his allies. | 

In the midſt of a truce, thi molt open hoflili= 

ties have been committed. The caſtle of Schartz- 
fels has been forcibly ſeized, and the garriſon 
made priſoners 'of war. The priſoners made by 
Ee 3 the 
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the French before the convention have not been 
reſtored, though this was a point expreſsly ſtipu- 
lated between the delegated generals, and was ex- 
actly ſatisfied on our part, by the immediate re- 
leaſe of the French priſoners. * The bailiffs of the 


reſerved diſtricts, into which the French troops 


were on no pretence to enter, have been ſum- 
moned, under pain of military execution, to ap- 
Pear before the French commiſſary, with deſign 
of compelling them to deliyer che domainal re- 
ceipts of the public revenue, of which they are 
the adminiſtrators, They have appropriated to 
themſelves part of thoſe magazines, which by ex- 
preſs agreement were to remain with the Electoral 
troops; and they ſtill go on with ſeizing the 
houſes, revenues, and corn, belonging to his Ma- 
jeſty in the city of Bremen, in ſpite of the reci- 
procal engagement, whereby they are held to re- 


gard that city as a place abſolutely free and neutral. 


And laſtly, they have proceeded to menaces, un- 
beard of among a civilized people, of burning, 
ſacking and deſtroying all before them without 
remorſe. : . 

All theſe violent and unjuſt proceedings are in · 
conteſtible proofs, that the French will not admit 


the convention as obligatory, any farther than as it 


may prove ruinous to his Britannic Majeſty. They 


deny that they are tied down to any thing, and 


aſſert a power of acting at will. To ſo inſup- 
portable a degree of inſolence have they carried 
matters, that the King holds himſelf not only at 
liberty, but even neceſſitated, without further re- 


gard 
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gard to the convention, ſo often and ſo: openly A. D. 
violated by the French, to have recourſe to arm, 
as the means, which the Almighty has put into his 
hands, for delivering his faithful ſubjects and allies 
from the oppreſſions, with which they groan. 

As his Majeſty has never thought of arming 
offenſively againſt any power whatever, but ſolely 
with a view of defending himſelf and his allies, he 


repo!es his confidence in God, and hopes for his 
benediction on the juſtice of am 8 


| ann was confirmed that the Sw: 
rians were in motion, and repairing to the com- 
mand of Prince Ferdinand, M. Duke de Riche- 
lieu wrote him this letter, as commander in chief of J 
e ene 12 = 


S I R, 

LTHOUGH for ſome days paſt I have 1 Duke de 
ceived the Hanoverian troops in motion, in Richeliev's 
— to form themſelves into a body, I could Prince Fer- 
not imagine the object of theſe movements was 250k 
to break the convention of neutrality, ſigned the 

$th and 10th of September, between his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland and me. The 

good faith, which I naturally ſuppoſed on the 
part of the King of England Elector of Hano- 
ver, and of his ſon, who ſigned the ſaid conven- 
tion, blinded me ſo far as to make me believe 
that the aſſembling of theſe troops had no other 
deſign than to go into the winter-quarters that 
had been aſſigned them. The repeated advices, 


Ee . which 


8 * 
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A. D. which came to me from every quarter, of the bad 


1757. 


intentions of the Hanoverians, at length opened 
my eyes; and, at preſent, one may ſee very clearly 
that there is a plan formed to break the articles of 
a convention, which ought to be ſacred and in- 
violable.— The King my maſter having been in- 
formed of theſe dangerous movements, and of 


the inſidelity of the Hanoverians, is ſtill willing 


to give freſh proofs of his moderation, and of his 
deſire to ſpare the effuſion of human blood. It is 
with this view that I have the honour to declare 
to your Serene Highneſs, in the name of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, that I perſiſt in my reſolution 
of fulfilling-exaQly all the points of the conven- 
tion, provided the Hanoverian army, on its part, 
does the fame : but I cannpt conceal from your 
Serene Highneſs, that, if, contrary to all expecta- 
tion, it ſhould take any equivocal ſtep, and ti} 


more, if it ſhould commit any act of hoſtility, I 


ſhall then puſn matters to the laſt extremity, look- 


ing upon myſelf as authoriſed ſo to do by the laws 


of war; 1 ſhall ſet fire to all the palaces, royal 
houſes; and gardens ; J ſhall ſack all the towns 
and: yillages, without ſparing the ſmalleſt cabin ; 
in ſhort,” this country ſhall feel all the horrors of 


war. I adviſe your Serene Highneſs to reflect on 


all this, and not to lay me under the neceſſity of 
taking ſteps ſo contrary to the natural humanity 
of the French nation, and alſo to my perſonal cha- 
racter. e PA 


Ron ELIEv. 
P. S. 


1 
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P. S. Me Le Comte de Lynar, ambaſſador of A. D. 
the King of Denmark, who was mediator for the W 
convention, has been ſo kind as to take upon him 
to ſay every thing in his power to your Serene 
Highneſs, in order to prevent the fatal conſequences 
with which this n is > 


Io this letter the — bn returned Prince Fer- 
a very laconic and reſolute anſwer, becoming a du nd“ 
good general and a juſt cauſe; importing that he 

was determined to abide by the conſequences, and 
would decide the diſputes, which had been unjuſtly 

ſtarted ow French, in perſon at the head of 


his army . 
Matters began to ripen apace 1* action, not - Both ar- 


withſtanding the advanced ſeaſon. Both armies ine gell. 
re-enter the field. The Hanoverians, - ſpirited 
up with reſentment for the baſe uſage they had 
received, were eager for an opportunity to wipe 
off the diſgrace of their ſummer's campaign, and 99 
to deliver their country from the unheard- of op- 
preſſions and cruelties exerciſed by their French 
invaders. They rendezvouſed at Stade: and 
Prince Ferdinand marched with all expedition to 
ſeek the enemy, and to drive them out of the 
« Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick iſſued the following or- 
ders. All officers, magiſtrates, and other regents of his 
«« Pritannic Majeſty's German dominions, are enjoined by 
** theſe preſents, not to execute avy orders from the generality 
© or intendency of the French; but to ſend them to me im- 
« mediarely, and to ſecure the bearers as ſpies, that they may 


„be treated in a manner ſuitable to their demerits.” 
Enema, 


Electorate. 
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A. D. Electorate. They preſently came to blows. One 
757 diviſion, under General Count Schuylenburg, 
came up with 2000 of the enemy's rear at Eb- 
— ſtorff, as they were marching to Zell, and de- 
feated them entirely. General Zaſtrow, with an- 
bother diviſion, defeated another conſiderable body 
of the French, near the Aller. Theſe ſkirmiſhes 
and advantages animated the Hanoverian army, 
already ſpirited up with revenge, and ſtruck ſuch 
a panic into the enemy, that they met with but 
— ſmall reſiſtance. Harbourg, at firſt ſetting out, 
gave them the moſt trouble, by the obſtinacy of 
the French commander, who retired into the caſtle, 
and would not ſurrender by capitulation, till all the 
fortifications were demoliſhed. This delayed the 
march of the Hanoverians, and gave the French 

time to collect their diſtant parties. 


The M. Duke de Richelieu returned to Zell with as 


_ much precipitation before the Hanoverian army, 


Heats as the Hanoverian army, in the ſummer, had re- 
tired before the French to Stade; and left in that 
city a moſt horrid example of the reality of his 
barbarous intentions threatned in his letter to Prince 

Their cru- Ferdinand. Here it was thought M. Richelieu 

z. had reſolved to make a ſtand. Here he called in 
his advanced parties, abandoned ſeveral magazines, 

- burnt and deſtroyed the farm-houſes and ſheep- 
walks belonging to his Britannic Majeſty, in defiance 
of the repreſentations made on that head by Prince 
Ferdinand. And he gave ſo great a ſway to his 
paſſion, that, after unmanning himſelf, and de- 
livering up the city to be plundered by his troops, 

| againſt 


enn ar Wan 4 
againſt all the rules of war, he ordered the ſuburbs A. P. 
te be burpt to aſhes, and not to ſpare the orphan- Wa 
houſe of helpleſs children, who periſhed in the 
fire; the innuman French marſhal glutting his 
eyes, like another Nero, with a city in flames. Retire inte 
Wichin this ruined city Richelieu entrenched his Winner... 
army; and by their natural ſituation and weight 
of artillery, they guarded the river ſo effectually, 

that Prince Ferdinand could not paſs the Aller. 
The ſeverity of the ſeaſon, which ſet in with 
hard weather, forced him to retreat to Ultzen and 
| Lunenburg for quarters, and to leave the French 
in poſſeſſion of Hanover, in whoſe capital M. Duke 
de Richelieu fixed his head quarters; though 
there continued to be frequent ſkirmiſhes with va- 
rious ſucceſs between the out parties. 
Before M. Duke de Richelieu left Zell, he pub- 
liſhed the following ordinance for collecting the 
public revenues of the Electorate of Hanover. 


Lewis Fra. Armand du Pleſſis, D. de Richelieu, Ge- 
_ neral of the French army in er 


to col 


Seven, in ſpite of the moſt ſolemn treaty, the reve- 
and the word of honour given by the generals, 
renders void the treaty made with the country of 
Hanover, when the King's army entered it ; and 
this infraction of good faith requires the greateſt 
rigour toward the Hanoverian __ now actually 
in hoſtilities, 


4 Lr E breaking of the e of Cloſter- Ordinance 


Where- 
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© Wherefore we order, that all the goods, and 
all other effects of what nüture ſoever, belonging 
to all the officers or others actually with the ſaid 
Hanoverian army, be confiſcated to the King's 


uſe, and that the adminiſtrator in general of the 


conquered countries take poſſeſſion thereof, in 
order to collect the revenues arifing therefrom, 
which are to be added to the contributions; and 
to make uſe of them in the moſt advantageous 
manner for his Majeſty, in whatever places of the | 
conquered countries they may. be ſituated. 

We ſtrily require Monſ. le Duc de Randan, 


commander in the country of Hanover, and all 


other commanders, to enforce the execution of 


theſe preſents, and to ſupport the ſame as tar as it 


Remarks 
thereon. 


may concern them. f 
Done at Zell, December 22, 1757. 
(Signed) The Marſhal Duc de Richelieu. 
And underneath Le Lurez. 


Alfter ſuch notorious proofs of French perfidy as 
are here laid before the public, it is aſtoniſhing to 
hear theſe tyrants and murderers of mankind com- 
plain of the Pruſſians appropriating to themſelves, 


without any declaration of war, without either 
reaſon or juſtice, the revenues of the duchy of 


Mecklenburg, whoſe ſovereign had actually en- 
tered into a treaty to join his forces with theirs, and 
had marched to the aſſiſtance of the Swedes, who 
were at that time engaged in the conqueſt of Pruſſian 
Pomerania, Yet ſuch is their way of reaſoning, 
that it is lawful for them to invade, npon the 

moſt 
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moſt frivolous pretences, countries in peace with A. D. 


all the world; but other Princes muſt make no 


attack upon their known enemies, till the mortal 


blow has been ſtruck ; by which they are deprived 
of the power to make repriſals. The city of 
Mecklin has undoubtedly been ſeverely dealt with, 


the Duke driven from his palace, and the whole. 
country ravaged. And the calamities of the Elec- 


torate of Saxony are not to be expreſſed : fathers 
murdered for concealing their fugitive ſons z mer- 
chants plundered for not producing greater ſums 
of money than they are worth; the real and per- 
ſonal eſtates. of deſerters, of whatever quality, 


confiſcated ; and the caſtles and palaces of the an- 


tient nobility plundered. and levelled with the 


ground ; their plantations razed, and their gardens 


and pleaſure-houſes defaced and trodden under 
foot by horſes. Theſe are the mildeſt calamities 


that the poor inhabitants ſuffer, in the countries 
in ſubjeftion to the conquerors in the pre- 


ſent war. Where the French, the Auſtrians, or 


the Ruſſians have gained the aſcendancy, the 
moſt horrible barbarities are and have been com- 
mitted. 

Some people ſay, that n of Cloſter- 
Seven furniſhed a fine opportunity for breaking 
the chain, which bound Great Britain to a con- 
tinental war, and they, with the ſame breath, 
blame the miniſtry for conſenting to the Hano- 


verians reſuming their arms. But thoſe people 


ſhould know, That it was not in the miniſtry's 
Poner to hinder the Hanoverians reſuming their 
arms, 


445, 


1757+ 


4a TAT GENERAL HISTORY os 
A. D. arms: his Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, was 
77. hor obliged to act by conſent ef a Britiſh privy- 
council, relative to the affairs of Hanover: 
had no authority over his electoral fubjects: Ke it 
a father to them as well as to us: and he, in that 
capacity, is without controul.” 80 that, if he choſe 
to order his Hanoverian ſubjects to take up arms, 
*twas not in the power of # Britiſh mihiſlry to 
it. But the fact is this. The Engliſh 
apptoved of the meaſute: they hamanely conſi- 
deted the Hanoverians, as fufferers on their account: 
the French had entered the Electorate merely be- 
cauſe of the war with England, and every one 
pitied the unhappy calamity, which fell in a par- 
ricular manner heavy on thetn, who were innocent 
_ ſufferers in another's cauſe, and who had given no 
room for offence. The people of England, with 
a ſpirit of true benevolence, diſpaſſionately re- 
flected on the whole ſtate and hardſhip of their un- 
happy condition, and on the cauſe which brought 
upon them the worſt of all miſeries, that of their 
country being made the ſcene of war; and were ag 
much rejoiced at the Hanoverians reſuming theit 
arms, as the Hanoverians could be themſelves 
inſomuch that the patliament voted r 
for their immediate ſuport. 
His Pruſſian Majeſty being ae on the 
Aﬀais of patt of Hanover 3 which found ſufficient employ- 
ment for the French grand army, ready on the 
. firſt occaſion to pour down their whole force upon 
him, he had only che 8 AF En 


ä 


7 Is 


| Various 
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Various ſkirmiſhes, and ſome diſadvantageous 

ions, had followed his loſs at Kolin. Gabel, 
an important paſs, and well garriſoned with four © 
battalions, under rhe command of Major-General 
Putkammer, ſituate between Boeniſh- Leypa and 
Zittau, was ſurpriſed and taken by a ſtrong detach- 
ment under the command of the Duke d*Arem- 
berg and M. Macguire”, It was with ſome 
difficulty that Prince Henry, the King's brother, 
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Gabel ſur- 
priſed. 


ordered with a detachment to watch their mo- 


tions, eſcaped their ſuperior force *, which was 
afterwards vented with circumſtances of moſt 


| horrid cruelty againſt Zittau, a trading town in Zittau 
Upper Saxony, garriſoned by ſix battalions. Here burn. 


were ſeveral large magazines alſo. They, de- 
termined to carry this place, before the King of 
Pruſſia could march to its relief, attacked it with 
uncommon fury. They began to bombard and 
cannonade it on the 23d of July, without any re- 
gard to the Saxon inhabitants; and it continued 
with ſuch rage, that all the garriſon, except about 
300 under Colonel Diricke, judged it moſt proper 
to retreat, with as much of the magazines, as they 
could carry off. Colonel Diricke had orders to 
maintain that poſt as long as poſſible. Which 
he would not give up till the whole place was de- 
ſtroyed. The cannonading began at eleven o'clock 
at noon, and continued no longer than till five in 
the evening. But ſuch was the quantity and kind 


* On the 38th of Jane-1757. | 
* See page 258, Vol. II. 


of 


Garriſon 
eſcape. 
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of choſe inflritzentef Ulmen ede Gee 
. fix hundred houſes and upwards, almoſt all the 


public buildings, the Cathedrals of St. John and 


St. James, the .. orphan-houſe, eight parſonage- 
houſes, eight ſchools, the town-houſe, the public 


weigh-houſe, the priſon, were ſet on fire or beaten 


down by 4000 balls, many of them red hot, which 


ſer fire; to the houſes in ſeveral places; in which 


conflagration were conſumed, the records in the 
town-houſe, the archives and all other documents 
of the town council, the pictures, ſtatues, plate, 
and other things of value, preſented to the town 
by Emperors, &c. And what was moſt deplorable, 
upwards of 400 citizens were killed. What eſcaped 
the flames was plundered and cartied off by the 
Auſtrians, Pandours, and Sclavonians, as ſoon as 
they could force their way into the ton, during 
the confuſion of the conflagr:tion., For, in- 
ſtead of aſſiſting the inhabitants to extinguiſh the 


fire, they fell ro plunder what was to be fpund, 


M. Keith 
harraſſed. 


Joins the 


making no diſtinftion between Pruſſians and the 
inhabitants of Zittau; though this town belonged 
to the King of Poland, their friend and ally. 
Marſhal Keith was now ordered to 515 the 
mountains of Bohemia, and to join the King's 


army: In his march his rear was. much harraſſed 


by the enemy's irregulars, who carried off ſome 
of his baggage and proviſions. | He met the 


ar. King's army between Bautzen and Gorlitz: and 
the united force of theſe armies amounted to 
60,000 men, beſides twelve battalions and ten 
adrons, which were ſtationed at Pirna, under 
the 
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the Prince of Anhault Deſſau, to prevent any 8 n 
priſe upon Dreſden, to ſecure the paſſes of the N 
M's and to check the incurſions of the Auſ - 
trian irregulars: with whom there happened daily brd — 
ſkirmiſhes with various fucceſs. But theſe actions 
did not weaken the Pruſſian armies ſo much, * 
deſertion z a misfortune that will happen to ever 
Prince, whoſe army is compoſed of foreigners, Who 
only ſerve for pay, without any regard for the in- 
tereſt of the king or ne., in whale was He 
are enliſted, | | 
A large body of ee N Sileſia, ok 
penetrated as far as Breſlau; but were not in a 
condition to beſiege it, in ſight of the Prince of 
Bevern's army, encamped near that city. From _— 
whence they turned. to Schweidnitz, an important ſieged. 
fortreſs, and the key of that duchy, which was 
the cauſe of the war. They . beſieged this fortreſs 
in form; which took them up to the 12th of N 
November; when a garriſon, of 407 ſurrendered - 
themſelves priſoners-of war. os KS 1 
While the Auſtria:is were * „ his His Prof: 
Pruſſian Majeſty endeavoured to draw their grand — 1 | 
army into ſuch circumſtances, /as; might enable 1 
him to fight them with advantage. For this pur- enemy, | 
poſe he quitred his camp at Bautzen, and took 
the tout of Gorlitz; and after ſeveral other mo- 
tions, he took poſt at Budin on the 15th of 
Auguſt. Here, being rightly informed of the 
deſigns. of the Imperial army, in e 


. | 7 Opened the trenche: on the 27th of Otabe?, | 
ONT >, ee 


— 
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AD. with the French under the Prince de S oubiſe, 

Werte againſt Saxony, he ſaw it was neceſſary to accele- 

rate his on motions, and to force the Auſtrians to 

a battle, if poſſible, before the Imperial army, 

which was advancing very faft, could arrive at 

the place of their deſtination. But all his art and 

Pares the ſtratagem could not bring it to bear. He drew up 

to battle. his army in ſight of the Auſtrians, to bid them 

defiance. He even detached 16, ooo men, under 

General Winterfeldt, on the other ſide the Nieſe, 

to take them in flank. As this would not do, no 

Waal che time was to be loſt. © He reſolves to meet the Im- 

—— perialiſts, and to bring them to an engagement; 

| leaving 30,000 men near Gorlitz under the Prince 

ok Bevern, Prince Ferdinand and General Win- 

terfeldt, to obſerve the motions of the Auſtrian 

army; who immediately came out of their camp, 

when it was known, that his Pruſſian Majeſty had 

General left it; and 000 of them attacked two battalions 

beide at. in General Winterfeldr's diviſion, which they cut 

tacked. to pieces, But what was accounted the greateſt 

misfortune on this occaſion was the loſs of the 

general himſelf, who * a onus of which 
he afterwards died. 

His Majeſty being inforthed that the army of 
the empire, and the forces of the Prince de Sou- 
biſe were aſſembled at Erfurth, with a ' view to 

netrate into Saxony, to make themſelves maſters 
of the Elbe, he ordered part of his army to march 
to Naumbourg. The light-horſe, in their mareh, 
had a ſkirmiſh with the enemy, greatly to the ad- 


vantage of the Frufligng The army or * the 
Sala 


B 
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Sala at Naumbourg, and proceeded to Buttelltedt & i 
Here he; received: advice of the convention being 
ſigned at Cloſter-Seven ; and of the invaſion of Hal- 
berſtadt by the Duke de Richelieu; againſt * — — 
he detached Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, who againſt the 
ſcoured the country, and beat up the quarters of Richdliew. 
the French at Egelen, and made twenty officers | 
and four hundred ſaldiers priſoners : but when the 
grand army of France advanced againſt him, he 
took up ſuch quarters at Wanſleben, that he could 

hinder their receiving proviſions. 
 _ The King having collected his forces, advanced — 
to Erfurth. On which the Imperialiſts retired, Erfunh, 
and were driven as far as the hills of Eiſenach. 
Nothing more could be done at this time, except 
ſtretching an advanced poſt of huſſars and dra- 
goons, as far as Gotha, which maintained its 
ground againſt a large body, under Prince Hild- | 
bourghauſen, ſ-nt to dillodge i Ys. 2 

In this ſituation the armies remained till about — 

the laſt week in October, when a body of Hun- H. Betis. 
garians penetrated through Luſatia into Branden- | 
bourg, under General Haddick, up to the gates 

of Berlin; which city he laid under contribution: 
n part of which was ſayed by the ſeafonable ap- 
proach, of the Prince of Anhault Deſſau. In the 5 
mean time the other part of the army retired to 
Leipſick, under General Keith. The time was The Im- 
now haſtening forward for action. The Impe- 1 
rialiſts thought it moſt adviſeable and fafe, to 1 
the preſent opportunity, when the Pruſſian forces Keith, 
were thus divided and ſeperated at ſuch a diſtance. 
b Ff 2 ; Therefore 
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A. D. Therefore they advanced by cantonments through 
1757 Naumbourg, Zeets and Weiſſenfels, imagining 

that they could make themſelves maſters of the 
n of the Sala, of . 247 and of the AN 


maagaxines at Torgau. 
Pr mos ” Upon this advice, and that the ner wm Sate 
{emble at Hilbourghauſen and the Prince of Soubiſe were in 
Leipte. full march, to attack M. Keith, the King ordered 
his army to aſſemble at Leipſic. Which was per- 
formed with ſuch expedition, that the troops from 
; J-ulatia, and from the county of Magdebourg, 
arrived on the 26th of October. Every neceſſary 
* Miſſion was made to give the enemy battle. 
mer. But they were till” baſhful; though the plains of 
tir. Lutzen afforded a moſt ſpacious field of battle. 
On the zoth the King advanced "nearer, and on 
the 3 pſt he drew up his army to fall upon the ene- 
Five hun- my in their quarters; and made 300 priſoners in 


— « , paſſing through Weiſſenfels and Merſebourg ; 3 but 

2 wel could reach no further than Lutzen. Next day, 

„ ed c upon advice that the enemy were retiring on all 
ſides, the King marched with the vanguard to 
Weiſſenfels, and attacked that city with ſueh vi- 
gour, that the Bavarian troops, and the troops of 
the circles, were forced to abandon the poſt, and 

Three to retreat, having loſt 300 men, who were made 

hundred , : 

rien priſoners. The enemy, to cover their retreat, 
"burnt the bridge on the Sala; and the poſition of 
' the Imperialiſts on the oppoſite fide of that river, 


* Weiſſenfels, behind encloſures of vineyards 


| e Cabot reload ele being. * 
Den a | | 1 
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and in huts, to prevent the repairs of 1 A. P. 
indicated their. intention to diſpute. the paſſage of 1757. 


the Sala with the Pruſſians. M. Keith, Who bad ee ' 
advanced. with the. main bod of the army to 


Merſebourg, where fqurteen French battalions were 


paſted, found the bridge at that place burat.z, 
and continuing his march to Hall he found that 
the ſame precaution had been taken by another de- 


tachment of French troops at that bridge. But 


moe 


M. Keith preſently repaired it, and forced che enemy Ni en., 


fro A 


LE & ko 


to evacuate. all the poſts they had on that river, . 00 mr 


and.retire to Micheles. Being now in poſſeſſior 

of. Hall, Merfebourg, and Weiſlenfels, . and. their, 
bridges repaired, the whole Pruffian army croſſed. 
the river Sala, in three columns; and they joined 
the ſame day at the n b —— Ry wy 
enemy's camp. 


on the 
lbe. 


The King went e to reconnoitre U Kin King of 


enemy s ſituation and ſtrength; and finding that?" vcd 
it might be attacked on the right, he propoſed to attack their 


do it next day. But though every diſpoſition was 
made to carty this reſolution into execution, and 


the cavalry was put in motion in the van, it was | 


countermanded, 3 . becauſe, upon arriving at the 
eminences, from whence the enemy had been re- 
connoitred the day before, it was found, that they 


camp. 


had changed the poſition of their camp. It.now 8 


not only faced the Pruſſian army, but it was co- 


was upon an eminence in a wood, fortified with 
three redoubts, beſides barricades of trees. Which 


made 1 i unadviſcable to, proceed to the intended 
r . -. Mack 


tion and 
vered in front by a large hollow way. Its right ON 


NE — 


= — 
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A. P. Atta. Therefore the infatitry- entamped, and 


757 the cavalry did ſo likewiſe ©,” As the'reafons were 
Kap not known to the enemy for this ſudden alteration 


in the motions of che Pruſſian army, they, perhaps, 


attributed their r entamptnent to a diffiderice iu 
their own ſtrength, and upbh this preſumption, 
detached ſeveral ties to -paren UII of 
a retreat. 1d A246. 11596 no 


Encourag This dubenetisdBen of the —— army, which: 


perialiſt fiksro till now, had given the greateſt ſigns of an in⸗ 
Vice: tention to forte the Imperialiſts to an action, ope- 
rated ſo effectually on the enemy, that it brought 

| cen co a reſolution” not pho e them, to' 


110413 101/74 203. 035; * 4 u 
5 [3 93413 (al To * 1 

„ With he Joſs of 11057 8 men billes by the en catmon, 

which did no other execution, thosgh continued. the whole 
da 25 

2 "| It is hardly poſfible 1 1 1edcubt 101 the conded of the 1. 

pPerialiſls and French; retreating To often before an enemy fo 

much inferior to them in numbers; And whbm, it was com- 

monly thought they were ſent to cruſh; in purſuance of the 

ban of the Empire. But the following letter from an officer 

of the combined army, dated Nov. 12, will help to ſet us 

right a a5 to the intentions bf the oMcers lit the Imperial army, 

and give light in ſome other particulars relative to the enſuing 

— — — The Prince de Soubiſt having received orders 

from his court, not to lead the army of his moſt Chriſtian 

Misjeſy beyond the Sala, but at the ſame time not to omit any 

occaſion that might offer of fighting the King of Pruſſia on 

this fide that river, it was judged proper, that the combined 

army ſhould provide themſelves with a good camp, and there 

reſolutely wait for the enemy, In conſequence of which re- 

ſolution, they occupied that of Micheles, the zd of Nov. 

where they were poſted fo as to have a wood on the right, 

Waben che 5 battalions of the Ber of the Empire (the 


reſt 


3 1 1. * 1 f 
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which his Pruſſian Majeſty hal ſo long in vai A; D. 


A _—_ ere to attack them 


M e 2083 e in 

Am od eri: Bas f We Reds 
reſt having b. — a. by order of. the. Margtave o of Faden. 
Durlach, along the Sala, for the ſecurity of the interior circles) 
had orders to continue and cover themſelyes by felling trees, 
and this place was fortified befides with ſome redoubrs, being 
the only one againſt which the enemy « could form ies attack, 
and the intervals were guarded by ſeveral pieces of artiſtery. 

The Imperial cavalry and that of the Empite, occu ied a ye 
advantageous {ppt near this wood, And extremely proper for 
their purpoſe. Tue French troops, "whoſe. left wirg was de- 
ended by. an "impradficable r ravin, . Joined i them; beſides Al 
which there was a corps of reſerve, of, eight battalions and 15 
ſquadrons, of the ſame avxiſiary x190ps, to be employed as 
occaßon might require, 858 


. In this poſture nothing could be m more debrable what t to be | 


attacked. 'On the 304 the enemy a appeared, and recohnoitred 
the camp from the eminences, but Tiſovered nd tokens e or dit. 
poſition to riſque an action with the combiged atmy ſo advan- 


tageouſly poſted, but encamped near the village of Rolbach, 


Where it was equally inacceſſible both in front and flznks: 
This camp was on aravin and a ſmall eminence. A brook, 
no ways conſiderable but for its ſteep banks, perfectly covered 
either army from the other; and the troops paſted 1 in the man- 


ner of an amphitheatre, formed two lines of infantry on the 


hanging of the hill, and the third of cavalry, in the plain be- 
bind the two former. 

It was three in the afternoon before they quitted their camp, 
and made a ſhew of retreating to Merſebourg ; but taking ad- 
vantage of an eminence, which intercepted them and their 

motions from our view, they ranged their cavalry behind it, 
A perſon of credit and diſtinction came in the interim, and 
aſſured the Duke of Saxe Hildbourghauſen, general of the 
combined army, that there was ſcarce a handful of the enemy 
behind the (aid eminence. But by- and by we ſaw them ad. 

F f4 vancing 
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in their camp. For: on the zth, about nine in the 
morning, their infantry, which had drawn nearer, 
upon the riſing grounds, towards. the Pruſſian 
7 filed off to — da and — whole N 


Teen 


vanch 308 f 80 1 towards our . The ic Bike how- 
— ever, gained time ſufficient for forming the two Imperial regi- 
ments of cavalry on the firſt line, and thoſe of the Empire on 
the ſecond, by diſpoſing the flank in front, Himſelf in perſon 
led on the two former, regiments to the charge, and attacked 
the enemy wich fo much bravery, that we could ſee the two 
parties, for a conhderable time, engaging hand in hand. At 
length the Imperial cayalry began to penetrate through them ; 
but the enemy's cavalry, much ſuperior in number to ours, 
found means to ſurround them; however, they recovered their 
order, and, in conjunction with the French cavalry, repulſed 
the enemy four times. The Marguis de Caſtrees fignalized 
bimlelf a on this occaſion, and 1 received two wounds on the head 


from a word. wy * 
The Prince of Saxony, i in * mean while, Dit kimfelf at 


the head! of the infantry, and the officers of 'the French army 
having propoſed to him to attack that of the enemy in co- 
lumns, with bayonets Hit, his Serene Highneſs expreſſed bis 
| ſausfaction 3 at ſo vigorous a reſolution, and conducted in perſon 
the regiment of Piedmont within 30 or 40 pacesof the enemy; 
but the terrible fire which they made at once of their artillery 
and muſquetry, obliged that brave regiment to retreat; and 
inſtantly ſuch an univerſal panic poſſeſſed all the troops, that 
it was impoſible to ſtop one fingle battalion or ſquadron. Our 
general i in chief, as well as the Prince de Soubiſe, the -French 
commandant, took all imaginable pains to rally the troops, 
but to no purpoſe ; they were all quite overwhelmed with 
; terror. It was therefore concluded, to contrive how to ſecure 
a retreat... The night favouring us, the combined army pro- 
Gted of chat circumltance, and retired to F rey bourg, and alter- 
wards over the Unſtrut. 460 


the 


? 
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the ſame time marched towards the left, directing A. D. 
their march, all along to the riſing grounds, -with 7. 
which the Pruſſian camp, that lay in the bottom 
between the villages of Bederow and Roſbach, 
was ſurrounded, and within the reach of large 
cannon. About noon the bead of the columns 
was perceived to riſe upon the extremĩty of the 
left of the Pruffian army. But it was two o'clock 
before any certain judgment could be formed of 
the intention of all theſe movements: When it 
being . manifeſt, that they by endeavouring to 
double the left of the Pruſſians, and directing 
their march towards Merſebourgh, to cut off a re- 
treat in caſe of a defeat, intended to attack the 
King's army, and that all their diſpoſitions wert | 
calculated with a proſpect to ſurround them, and - | 
to open the action by an attack in the rear ; his AF 
Pruſſian Majeſty ſeized the critical moment, defied king of 
their-art;” caught them in their own imaginations, ng 1, 
drew up his army in order of battle, and, by a half ground. 
turn to the left, marched parallel with the enemy. - 
Ia chis poſition the King made the following = 
ſpeech to his army: My dear friends, the ne perch 
4 hour is now come, in which, all that is, and all > ng 
e that ought to be dear to us, depends upon the 
* ſwords,” which are now drawn for the battle; 
time permits me to ſay but little, nor is their 
-W'gccafion to ſay much. You know that there is 
„no labour, no hunger nor cold, no watching. 
and no danger that I have not ſhared with you 
1 hitherro'; and you ſee me ready to lay down my 


14% 


in 
EU 
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A. h. . lite with you, and for you. All I afk is the 

ame pledge of fidelity: and uffoction chat I give; 

and let! me add, not as an incitement to your 

© courage,.-but a 4 teſtimony of my own grati- 

A tude, tlat, from this hour, till we go inta quar- 

ters, your pay ſhall be double. Acquit your» 

fſeloes ke men, and put your confidence in 

. Gd. The effect of this ſpeech was ſuch, 

as cim neither be deferibed nor conoeived; the 

Its effect. gen erat emotion burſt into an univerſal out, and 

the woks and demeanour of the men, were ani! 

muted to a degree Rttle ſhort of phrenſy; and of 

this diſpofition, the victory may perhaps. be con- 

fidered 'us 4 natural effect, eee the 
ſuperiority of the enemy. int; bin 

Dienten His Majeſty had e to * we heck 

amy. with dne wing only, and the diſpoſition of the 

enemy made it hereſſary that it ſhould be the left 

wing. But the very inſtant che battle was going 

0 begin, his Majeſty. ardered the. general, who 

; commanded the right wing, to decline it; to take 

a proper pdfition--in conſequence thereof, and eſpe- 

ciallyt to prevent their being ſurrounded. Never- 

theleſs, all the cavalry of the right wing, except 

tuo or three ſquadrons, had already marched to 

the left, in full gallop; and formed, according to 

their orders, over againſt the enemy. The Pruſ- 

ſians by theſe motions gained the riſing grounds, 

The battle of which their cavalry mage very. good. uſe. They 

Peg"" attacked the enemy's cavalry in flank. The 


charge was very fierce; and ſeveral regiments of 


the French came on with great reſolution. But 
they 


| eden e after a 8 _ 4 D. 
purſued with great ſpirit for u conſidetable time / 
till they found an opportunity of rallying upom 
an eminence; where: they made a ſtand, but wer 
ſo ſeverely handled by the victorious pur ſuers that 
they betook chemit ues to fligfit in 1 
diſorder, at about four in the afternoon. yr 
Whilſt the cavalry performed, 3 his 
infantry any themſelves. The "O_ cannon- 


pena 


without iitermiſſion for a quarter of — the 
fire of the infantry began with ſuch activity that 
the enemy could not ſtand it, nor reſiſt the valour 
of, the fodt, who marched up gallantiy to the 
enemy's batteries, and carried them with an uncom- 
mon bravery, one after another, till the enemy 
was forced to give way in great cbnfufion. As 
the left wing advanced, the right changed its po- 
ſition, and having ſoon met with-a.ſmall riſing 
ground, they availed- themſelves of its ſituatiou, 
by planting it wich 16 pieces of heavy cannon. 
From hence they were enabled to fire upon the 
enemy's right, which increaſed their diſorder, and 
exceſſively galled their left wing in front. | 
At five victory declared in favour” of the Pruf- The proc, 
fians. The cannon ceaſed. The enemy fled on ©n5 10 
all ſides. Only fix, battalions of the Pruſſian left The tmpe- 
were engaged. The purſuit was eager: but night — 
n on very faſt favoured the runaways, and 
prevented 
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4 5. prevented the conquerors reaping the fruits of their 
1 victory. So that, it may be ſaid, the night alone 


was the preſervation of that army, which was ſo 
formidable in the morning of the ſame day. They 
| n the darkneſs. to ne ſor · 


which they, lfefted next: morning; aker 2 hole 
e S er 5 
(ly 30 (33 ls - Arnd: 57. 5 be 


£13. bn 
© This narrative of the battle and viAory at Roach, has 


never been contradidted ; but may be explained in ſeveral par- | 


tieular by the following account, given in a letter from an 
officer in the artny of the empire, preſent in this battle. 
At one in the morning of the goth paſt, we left our quar- 


: 2 at Stoſſen, and received orders to repair to Weiſſenfelds: 


the regiment of Varell marched through the city, and over 
the bridge, and was cantoned at Petra; two regiments, Viz. 
thoſe of Naſſau and Deux Ponts, and Rechman's of Bavaria, 
with o Weifſen- 
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attacked the city: upon chis, che whole army was ordered to 


aſſemble ; but Prince Hildbourghauſen's quarters being at balf 


a league's diſtance from the city, Prince George of d' Armſtadt 


commanded-in his abſence, and took every poſſible method to 
make reſiſtance ; but it was too late: they were obliged to re- 
tire, and that noble bridge, which had coſt above 100,000 
crowns, was burnt to ſecure our retreat, The Pruflian artillery 


made a terrible fire, whilſt the two regiments were paſſing the 


bridge. The regiment of Deux Ponts loſt four officers and 


100 private men, upon this occaſion ; the captains Munche- 


rode and Dames, with two lieutenants, were among the former. 
The loſs of Rechman's regiment, amounted to 200 men, of 
whom fix were officers. The whole army continued before 
the town, and the Felt Marſhal in his quarters at Bugerau. 
1a the * zoo of che Wartzburg Imperial regiment were 
detached 


A 


F 
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The King ſet out early on the th in the morn- 


ing, \ 50 all 19 8 F 0 by four bat- 
| ralions 
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obſerve the enemy. 
During the whole highs.” a noiſe ee in the city, oe- 


caſioned by the firokes of mallets ; but it e Tar 


till break of day, that two houſes had been turned into bat- 
teries. As they were not yet finiſhed, we eaſily diſmounted 
them with our fix pieces of cannon, which were ſent thither; 
and killed them four ſoldiers and one workman. 

The firſt of Nov. the fire from the artillery continued on 
both fides. till 10 o'clock, when we began to march towards 


Merſebourg ; the baggage having gone before as far as Cam- 


burg. we were forced to lie on the ground without wood or 
ſtraw. In the mean while the French were reinforced by 20 
battalions and 18 ſquadrons, commanded by the Dac de Brog- 
lio. 


The zd of Nav. we put ies | in a paſture to wait the 


enemy ; at one in the afternoon we retreated a league towards 
Freybourg, where we halted; at five we were drawn up in 
order of battle; and thus we advanced ſlowly, towards the 
enemy, all night. We were poſted in a wood on the right, 
where we covered ourſelves by felling trees; and batteries were 
placed by the French on the two eminences at each end of the 
wood. On the 4th we were in preſence of the enemy; and 
cannonadgſheach other. The enemy's cavalry advanced, but 
were repulſed by ours, ſuſtained by the fire of our artillery. 
The encmy's infantry then moved forwards in three columns, 
but were alſo repulſed. On the 5th the cannonading began 
very early in the morning on both ſides. The left wing of the 
enemy extended as far as Legen, and their right to Schorta ; 
and our army was poſted i in the wood at Waneroda. At noon, 
our army, as well as the French, had orders to form the line 
of battle, and to march out of the entrenchments which we 
had made, We advanced towards the enemy, keeping a little, 
however, to the left. The enemy made a feint of retiring; 


an which we redoubled our pace, but we ſoon found what kind 


of 
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A: D. talions of grenadiers, in pprſuit of the fugitives ; 
_ with orders! for bis whole infgotey to fallow him 


in two columns. But, as faid above, the enemy 
had paſſed” the Unſtrut; and the Pruſſians being 


obliged te repalt the bridge at Freybourg, which 
the enemy had burnt, it was five in the evening 


before the cavalry. could come up with the enemy, 


drawn up in an ad vantageous manner upon the 
hilts of Eckerſberg, which obliged his Majeſty to 
Walt walt the iſſue of another day. He cantoned his | 


k of retreat they were making. In order to deceive us the more 


'effettually, they had fent ſome fquadrons towards Merſebourg ; 
but the reft of their army was drawn up behind an eminence, 
which concealed them from us. It muſt be confeſſed, that we 
fell compleatly into the ſnare. The firſt line of the French 
and our cavalry continued advancing ; when all on a ſudden 
our right wing received a terrible fire from the enemy, which 
we returned briſkly, but as we had been obliged to advance in 
ſome hurry, our ranks were à little diſordered, which made 
the enemy's fire fall the more heavily upon us. Our cavalry 
fled the firſt upon full gallop, but our artillery ſupported us 


5 ſome time longer; at laſt the French fled likewiſe; and being 


then no longer able to reſiſt the enemy, the rout became gene- 
ral. We have loft all our baggage and artillery, and at leaſt 
10,000 men. We marched the whole night, and paſſing the 
river at Freybourg, arrived at Eckerſberg at fix Gflock in the 
morning. At two o'clock in the afternoon the Felt Marſhal 
and Prince George joined us. They had hardly ſet down to 
dinner, but we perceived the enemy at our heels, who can- 


nonaded us brifkly; and as our army was not got together, 


nothing was left for us but to retreat. Having again marched 


all night, we arrived at laſt at Erfurth, where we now are in 


want of every thing,. though we are rather better off thn, be- 
fore.” It is now eight days ſince our men have had bread ; they 
| have lived upon turuips and radiſkes, which they dug out of 
de cart.“ i 3 


I LATE WAR, 22 1 1 | 4; 
army in the. neareſt villages z and the enemy.hay- A. D. 
ing fled in the night, he contented. himſelf with 757 
the ſucceſs of his huſſars, who took near 300 
baggage waggons with their contents; though 


there were ſome, of the irregulars, 1 n. 
aker them as far as Erfurtb. 


This glorious victory, glorious both: i in the . Lene 


+ i r 


tion and in its conſequences, was obtained with th ide 


very inconſiderable loſs of the Pruſſians, which 
did not exceed 300 men killed and wounded ; 
amongſt whom was Colonel Prignitz, killed y and - 
Prince Henry, General Seidlitz, and General 
Meinecke, wounded, lightly. - But their enemy 
loſt upwards of 3000 men killed upon the field 
of battle, and above "6600 made priſoners, 
amongſt whom were eight French generals, be- 
ſides ſeveral German generals, and 250 officers 
of different ranks: 63 pieces of cannon, 15 ſtand- 
ards, two pair of kettle drums, and ſeven pair of 
colours, fell alſo into the hands of the Pruſſians, 
at the ſame time. | 
If we ſeriouſly attend to the Petits and con- Remarks - 
ſider the ſtrength of both armies, either in re- * 


gard to their ſituation or numbers, it muſt be ac- 


4 Some accounts raiſe the vumber of pri i ſoners to 10,000, 
and the pieces of eanton to 164 3 300 waggon load of wound- - 
ed French and Swiſs, weie ſent with the reſt of the priſoners 
to Leiplick. General Revel, brother to the Duke de Broglio, | 5 
died of his wounds the day after the battle at Merſebourg. gn 
VN. B. It was ſaid, that this egregious misfortune was owing 
to the injudicious diſpoſitions of the two commanders ; and _ 
in part to the diſcontent amongſt the men, who were not on 
badly paid, but in great want of bread,” &c, TT 

. Eknowledged 1 
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4. D. knowledged that th battle was not to the ſtrong 3 
77. but that the hand of heaven appeared viſibly in 

defence of Pruſſia. The enemy boaſted that they 

vere 70, oo ſtrong. But admit that there were 
no more than 50,000 effective combatants on the 
field of battle; it was a vaſt ſuperiority. For, 

aſter the King had left five battalions for the garri - 
ſon of Leiplick, à battalion at Halle, another at 
'Merſebourg, and another at Weiſſenfelds; and had. 
ſtationed the regiment of Winterfeld to cover the 
baggage during the battle, his hole force ſearce- 
ly amounted to 18, oo0 effective men: 3 whom 
the whole "ous: of * 1 
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